
////wwwwvvvv    ,,,,uuuurrrrmmmmjjjjkkkk    hhhhaaaappppbbbb    vvvv,,,,kkkkffff    oooodddduuuu    vvvvppppxxxxffffbbbb    uase kfhv lu,n cyhv vgnab vzg vycj kue
lu, kt rvn ahj uxbfb ohtcdv 'g"hz ihkcukn wvzujwv ejmh cegh hcr e"vrv ka
uk cfua vynv hrujtna 'ov ohbhjcn cr hf obuvn,ku 'oa grht vn ,utrk rsjv
vgac iv 'vkusd v,hhv vnvs,v 'ghb kf tkku iupkhgc hura tuvaf ost ,uns
ausev ehsmv sckn 'rsjv lu,c tmnhvk okugca vhhrc oua runt vhv tk ,tz
,t ihfnu ',urhnyvu ,ukgbv ,ubfvv ,t ,gf lruga wihkcukn vzujvw ruvyvu
,uns u,ut jhkmv lht 'rpua ,ghe, ka cdabv sngnv ,trek ihsukhxc unmg
uc v,bg ,uhkhmtv uhbp ,rfva od vn 'rsjv lu,c aphj tuv vnu vnhbp eunjk
'rsjv kkjc vpjhr unf vvhn,v /vkgnu unfan tkt vruav in ost ubbht tuva
inz vz iht 'ghz tkk .rtv kg kyun hsuvhaf ',gf lt 'ovk uhv tk ,ururc ,ucua,

jb tk 'uhkt ujur ,t chavk ujhkmva sg ukng vcrv ',ur,uhn ,uktaktku u
aaut,n tuv kjv yt ytu 'orsx kt cuak ohkhj,n uck ,unhgp hf utra sg uyea

/ostv sjtf uhkdr kg lkvk kduxn vhv rcfu uhkt urzj uh,ujufa sg
sjtc ,ubcrc ivfn ;tu vcr trcd ubhv aht u,uta 'rrc,v r,uh rjutn     
jek,va cr inz rcf vza tkt 'ohbnz o,ut ka ihkup hcjrc ,uscfbv ,urhhgv
.pj otcm kgu 'ohshxjv ,ufukv, ,t curen rhfvk vrhcf veua, ucrec
,urucj uyek,v ovk chcxn rat 'ohausevu ohehsmv ,uch,b rjt ,uej,vk
,unhn,c u,ut lkvku wv ,t ,gsk umpja vagn habtu ohshxj ka ,urucj
hrv 'uapb vcvt rat ,t ovhbhc tmnh ota 'vcajn lu,n 'apb ,urhxncu
sg ghdv uhsusb lkvnc /ojek hgnuau ovhshnk, ihc tuv ;t vbnhh v,gna
whuk ,ausewv kgc e"vrv ktrah ka irudhbx ka uase ifan ouen 'cuayhsrtck
'cuayhsrtcn e"vrv ka vtrubvu vrhnyv u,sucg rjt hca lkv cuajv crv 'g"hz
rtahvk caj rcf tuv 'at rgc, uhdhdv kfcu vtrub ,ucvk,vc v,hhv gushfa
e"vrv lt 'cuayhsrtcn e"vrv ka u,urn ,t uhkg kceku vfurt vpue,k oa
uhkg tkt 'itf vhumn vbht u,nab arua hf asuev jurc uk vkhd cuayhsrtcn

 /wihkcukn vzujvw ejmh cegh hcr e"vrv kt guxhk
////vvvvssssuuuuccccgggg    ,,,,uuuuttttrrrrkkkk    eeeeeeeeuuuu,,,,aaaavvvvaaaa    sssshhhhxxxxjjjjvvvv    ouen rcgk uhngp ,t ohavu lrsk tmh shn

tuv lrsv ot kgu 'kukt asuj ka v,hhv vpue,v 'g"hz ihkcukn e"vrv ka ucaun
atrc ,uvak hsfc ihkcuk vftuc ofrs ,t uag ov ;ta ohshxj vcrvc adp
ka uhfrs ,ume rjt okmt ,uej,vk vxhb tuv 'ausevu kusdv ocr kmc vbav
vdvbvvn hrndk vbua ihkcukc vdvbvva ihcv ovhrcs lu,nu 'ihkcukn e"vrv
vrgxu vpux lu,n v,hhv cuayhsrtcn e"vrv ka ufrsu sugc hf 'cuayhsrcca

hktrtc uhvh uhpgra eru 'ung v,hhv ,rjt lrs ihkcukn e"vrva hrv ',seuh atu
jhkmv sjt rcs /,uecsu ,ucvk,v ka vgub, oua vtrn ubht .uj hpkf kct at
hbpka vkgbv inzc vbav atrc er hf oshc kcuena 'ohshxjv hpn thmuvk
'vz kg shgvk kufh ubht sjt ;t lt 'khkgc vsucg ocr kmt ohtur zt ',ughe,v

/lf kg shgvk hsf ufu,c vvaha hn ihtu ursj lu,c hcrv rduxn thvv ,gc ifa
hpkf vtrb tk ,ntcu 'ovng vhv esmva ,utrk tupt jfub ihkcukk ghdvan     
oac,vk vfz rcfa rjtk 'tuv lt ',ucvk,vu vsucg ka hbumhj inhx oua .uj
vhhtrv ,t stn uk rxja ahdrv 'cuayhsrtcn e"vrv ka vtrubv u,sucgc
chhj tuv ,ughe,v hbpk ka vsucgv ,t ,ujpk hf u,gsc yhkjv lfanu 'ohhbhgc
uk enj 'uhagnc ahdrv tk sjt ;taf ',hrja ,kp, ;uxcu 'uhbhg unc ,utrk
unmg ,t ihnyv oa ehsmv ka ursj lu, kt htajc xbfbu arsnv ,hcn ytkc

/rcs kuph smhf ,utrk vpmnu cauh 'vynv hrujtn
////,,,,uuuugggghhhheeee,,,,kkkk    iiiibbbbuuuuffff,,,,nnnn    iiiihhhhkkkkccccuuuukkkknnnn    eeee""""vvvvrrrrvvvv    ukuf kf 'oa ih,nn tuvu uk lkuv ;kuj inzv

,t vtur tuv vbvu 'uase ,sucgc ehsmv ,t ,utrk ushc vkgh otv ,utrk lurs
,ksc zjut ihsv ,srj ,rfb uhbp kgafu rsjv lu, kt ,ubsgn uk gxup e"vrv
'trub hfcc rrnn tuvaf 'vzujv ka asuec ukue gnab g,pk /vrhm kg vrduxu
:unmg ,t rxhhn hcrv ,t gna uh,uhfc hsf lu,cu /,udupv ihtn rcd,vu lkv rat
gaupu tyuj smhf ?asuev kt ,adk wkhytn ic ejmh ceghw v,t ihvn smhf
hrv ?ausev rpuav kt ,adk zgn atr sgu kdr ;fn ,ubuugc lkfukn lunfa
heuj rpxk lk vn 'ohekt rnt garku" :(cf-zy 'b ohkhv,) cu,fv rnt lhkg
.r,u cbd ,htr ot /lhrjt hrcs lka,u 'rxun ,tba v,tu /lhp hkg h,hrc ta,u
lhjtc ca, /vnrn shnm, lbuaku 'vgrc ,jka lhp /lekj ohptbn ogu 'ung
ljhfut 'lunf vhvt ,uhv ,hns 'h,arjvu ,hag vkt /hpus i,, lnt icc 'rcs,
,uch, ,t ,unumg ,uhfcc ausev hcrv rrhn vfurt vga lf & /"!lhbhgk vfrgtu

fv arpn tuvaf 'ukkv oheuxpvvga rjtku 'hcrv e,,ab g,pk !unmg kg k
!okugk ohkgbb tk vcua, hrga hrv 'unmg ,t ezjk kjv 'vtrub vyrj ka vfurt
tka v,gn hnmg kg kcenu !lhbpk vnka vcua,c cuak hnmg ,t kyub hbhrvu
inz hcrv e,,ab cua !lrc,h oav hbhgc rahvu cuyv eru lt ,uagku 'vkxfk cuak

ugnsc unmg ,t rxhhk rzju 'vn,rnt vrcga vbac od tkv !ejmh cegh :ahka ,
 !vbav lanc cua ,kafb if hp kg ;tu ',urhcgv kf kg vcua,c rzuj lbva 'if

vrcga vbac od obnt :urntn gceu 'unmg ,t ssugu ujur ,t ezhj vrvn lt     
wvu !rundv ,unkac vcua,c rzuju ',ntc vsuu,nu ca hbbv v,g kct 'if h,rnt
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R’ Shimshon Pinkus zt”l (Tiferes Shimshon) would say:

     “What is the meaning of the words, wusucf .rtv kf tknw? The entire world is a vehicle for Hashem. Aside from Him, there

is nothing. The whole reality of life is to be attached to Him. Torah is not just two dafim in Bava Kama that one may or

may not have understood. A person takes a new look at things and renews his whole outlook on the world. The beginning

of this avodah is indeed the renewal of old understandings. The building is erected only on the basis of what a person

already knows. A person needs to renew the old understandings, to give them freshness, and this renewal then brings a

person to a whole new take on the world. These are the four legs of the Hashem’s Royal Throne.”

R’ Chaim Walkin shlit’a (Mashgiach of Ateres Yisroel) would say:

     “I once heard from R’ Yechezkel Abramsky zt”l that Rosh Hashana is called ‘Yom Teruah’ because the Teruah is

the most important aspect of the day and is supposed to affect the entire day. The sounding of the shofar is meant to

change the physical aspect of the day, and by extension the day itself is supposed to change our lives.” 

A Wise Man would say: “Don’t judge each day by the harvest you reap but by the seeds you plant.”        
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Insights in Maseches Meilah - vkhgn ,fxn
The Rambam says the reason why vkhgn wxn comes after wxn
,u,hrf is because items that one is vkhgn chhj on are much more
lenient than things one is chhj a ,tyj on. Because on the ,urhcg one
is chhj a ,tyj on on, if done shznc one is ,rf chhj. While if one is
shznc vkhgn rcug there is a (ibcru hcr) ,eukjn if you get hshc v,hn
ohna or not. ohhj wr(o"cnrv kg)  klers: if the (1/5) anuj one adds to
his vkhgn payment is because he stole from hekdesh and just like one
can steal from a Yid he can also steal from Hekdesh, except here he
adds a fifth. Or, the 1/5th extra payment is because of a vtbv ruxht on
Hekdesh and the fine is an extra 1/5th payment, but the actual issur is
because it’s vtbv hruxht. He brings a proof from the fact that the rugha
of vkhgn is a vyurp vua, we see it is a din of vchbd whose shiur is a
vyurp. If it was a din in vtbv hruxht the shiur would be a ,hzf or ,hghcr.

,nab hukhgk
ovrct wr

ktuna ;xuh
wr ic rykt
k"z whcuy

tahr u,hgru
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  ,sucgk ostv ,t rrugk ohaurhpu ,ubhgr                                                                 ivfv kthknd hcr m"vdv.hcubhcrt"yhka 
,tn iujycu vbuntc ,uezj,vu ,"hav                                                                e"vhg ohkaurhc ohnav rga ,chah atr

ovhkg tkn,nu ohnjr txf kg cauhu ihsv txfn snug 'vaug tuv lurc ausev vn 'vgur,c itruc ,t ,umrk ihgsuh iva ogv hrat
 f"g asjk sjtc hghcav asujc 'vbav atrc h,nht 'ohnjr ,snk ihsv ,sn ovk lpuvu ohnjr(yf varp runt ,arp vcr trehu)

(3) vsa hnurn - /dh vdhdj (2) /u (;"hrv kg) vrz vsucg wxn (1)
kg k"mz rpux ohhj r"dv ,tn (6) z"p (5) /te ihrsvbx (4) zh:ska

oa (7) v:d ohsh ,uhban
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         A SERIES IN HALACHAA SERIES IN HALACHAA SERIES IN HALACHAA SERIES IN HALACHA
                            LIVING A “TORAH” DAYLIVING A “TORAH” DAYLIVING A “TORAH” DAYLIVING A “TORAH” DAY
"okuf sdbf vru, sunk,u" - The Greatest Mitzvah of All (146)
Teaching Nevi’im and Kesuvim (Nach) to a Gentile. The
Shiltei Giborim (1) writes that it is permissible for a gentile to

learn Nach and for a Jew to teach it to him. He explains that
since Nach is full of comforting words about the future of Klal

Yisroel, it is desirable material for a non-Jew to know, in order to
have a proper respect for us. Also, the basic principles of
Emunah and the way to refute heretics are found there and
gentiles need to hear this to be as close as they can to our
Emunah. (This is the writer’s understanding of his words.) 
    The Netziv in Chagigah (2) adds context: The portions of the
Torah that are “iyun” and “pilpul” (deep analyses), and “piskei

halachos” (codified Torah law of conduct), are the only parts of
the Torah that are prohibited to teach gentiles because only they
are called “Mishpatim.” The Magen Avraham (3) writes that
the Shaloh argues on the whole leniency and prohibits teaching
any part of Nach to gentiles. One who is lenient has upon whom
to rely because the Maharsha (4) while discussing Mishlei writes
that since it is full of proper conduct for all human beings, it can
be taught to gentiles. This is like the opinion of Shiltei Giborim.
Answering Questions of Gentiles About Torah. Throughout
the Talmud and Midrashim, we find cases of gentiles asking
Tannaim and Amoraim questions about posukim, and receiving
answers. The Acharonim discuss how were they able to answer
without transgressing the prohibition of teaching gentiles Torah.
According to the Shiltei Giborim, many of the cases are easily
explained because their queries were usually on posukim of Nach.
Non-Halachic Portions of Chumash. R’ Eliyohu Gutmacher
zt”l (5) uses this logic to add a further leniency. Only portions of
Chumash that are connected to halacha are prohibited, but
sections which talk about the mightiness of Hashem and the
pious conduct of the Avos and Tzaddikim are permitted material

t"yhka skparhv lurc r"vun ,tn       
   xyhhv sbkchke lurc ohhj ,ryg kkuf atr 

for gentiles. It is clear that many Poskim did not agree with this.
This could be because once we are lenient, it is hard to be careful
to segregate that study, and therefore the halacha prohibits
Chumash for non-Jews completely. Or possibly, many of those
portions of the Torah do indeed have halachic implications.
Seforim have been written to bring out halachic material from the
other portions of the Torah, such as the sefer Revid Hazahav.

Shir Hashirim. Sefer Kol Hasofer (6) proposes a novel idea.
Even if one may teach Nach to a gentile, Shir Hashirim is
different. He bases this on the words of the Mishna (7): The world
was not worthy enough to merit the day that Shir Hashirim was
given to Bnei Yisroel because all the rest of Kesuvim are holy, but
Shir Hashirim is “Holy of Holies.” Since the Mishna said “to
Bnei Yisroel” this comes to exclude gentiles. This song of love
between Hashem and Bnei Yisroel which is the “Holy of Holies”
was apparently given to us alone. According to this logic the
gentile himself might be prohibited from studying Shir Hashirim.
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 t"yhka krgp ouka crv ,tn                                                                              ,urrug,v hrcsu ohhj hjek
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son was supposed to have died two years ago.”
     The family members sat back in shock. “He is correct!”
they exclaimed with great admiration. “Two years ago, our
son faced a life-threatening illness. Doctors had no cure and
he was literally at death’s doorstep when, at the last
moment, he miraculously recovered. Clearly, he was
granted another two years of life to allow him to do
teshuvah and begin keeping the mitzvos!”

 /// hektc hapb kd, wvc ahat aua(h-tx whgah)
    In the final Haftorah of the t,njbws vgca which is read
on Parshas Nitzavim, an incredible sense of anticipation is
felt through the words of Yeshaya HaNavi. The forlorn tone
of the previous prophecies is gone and is replaced with a
palpable sense of hopefulness and excitement.
   Interestingly, in describing the excitement, the Navi uses
the words "ahat aua"- “I will rejoice intensely,” however, he
then switches his wording and exclaims, "hektc hapb kd," -
“my soul will exult with my G-d.” With each word in the
Torah being so carefully considered and heavily weighed,
why are there two words used to describe the same emotion? 
     R’ Yitzchok Zev Soloveitchik zt”l (Brisker Rav)
explains that when the Torah employs the Name “Hashem,”
it symbolizes His attribute of compassion (ohnjrv ,shn), but
if the Almighty is referred to as “Elokim,” this implies that
His awesome attribute of judgment (ihsv ,shn) is kindled.

 //// ohguaga skh ot ohrpt hk rheh icv(yh-tk whnrh)
    The Torah portions which we read on the two days of
Rosh Hashana seem to contain differing themes which
conflict with each other. On the first day of Rosh Hashana,
we read the portion from the Torah about the miraculous
birth of Yitzchock Avinu, who was conceived and born even
though his mother Sarah was infertile. The Haftorah for this
day relates the story of the barren Chana and the birth of
Shmuel HaNavi. On the second day, the famous account of
the Akeida is read, while in the Haftorah, Yirmiyahu HaNavi
speaks of  Hashem’s everlasting love for His people, the
future ingathering of exiles, and Rachel Imeinu’s heartfelt plea.
Sarah, Rachel and Chana were all infertile, and according to
the Medrash they all gave birth on Rosh Hashana.
    Yirmiyahu lovingly exclaimed, “Is Ephraim (Bnei Yisroel)
not My beloved son? Is he not a precious child, that
whenever I speak of him, I recall him even more?” While it
might almost sound like an attempt to “bribe” Hashem, this
theme of trying to induce Hashem to remember His children
in a positive light is a central theme of the Rosh Hashana
Tefillos. Does Hashem ever violate laws that He Himself has
enacted? Can Hashem really be convinced to show favor to
one other than what He had already decided upon?
   While the first Tefillos were established by the Avos
sddvfvdv

llllyyyynnnnpppp: During Nesaneh Tokef, we recite the powerful words,
“Who will die at his predestined time and who before his
time.” We cannot fathom the ways of the Almighty and
when a tragedy occurs, we are quick to point fingers. But in
truth, we have no idea what the correct reckoning is up in
Heaven. Only Hashem does. All we can do, is do teshuvah
and daven that Hashem shall accept our pleas and grant us a
life of happiness and health. More than that, we cannot do!    

     R’ Shloime Kluger zt”l adds that the root of the two
words "ahat aua" is “Sasson” which denotes a joyfullness
that is outwardly and visibly displayed, whereas the root for
the words "hektc hapb kd," is “Gilah” which signifies an
introverted and deeper feeling of exultation, with little or no
expressive happiness visibly apparent.
     Even in times of joy one must remember that he is a
servant of Hashem and must serve Him accordingly. Just like
a servant who services the King is both exulted and terrified
at the privilege accorded him, Jews must “balance” Hashem’s
attributes of ihs and ohnjr. While knowing that Hashem’s
compassion  is kindled towards him, he must utilize the
“Sasson” to display his joy at serving Hashem openly, yet, he
must not forget that Hashem’s judgment can be pointed at
him too and he must therefore maintain the “Gila” aspect as
well and channel his fear at disappointing his creator to a
deep sense of accomplishment. 

(Patriarchs), the Gemara elaborates on many fundamental
laws pertaining to prayer from the story of Chana and
established from it many Halachos as a result. In Chana’s
Tefillah she forcefully asked Hashem for a child and although
it was audacious and unprecedented, it was precisely her
daring nature that placed her Tefillah at the epicenter of the
Jewish definition of prayer.
      Chana understood that the primary essence of prayer is
not only giving thanks to Hashem or negotiating our needs
and desires through the currency of good behavior. Tefillah is
the act of begging the Creator of the World for a pardon or at
least a lighter sentence after a guilty verdict was already
passed, and it is the only light at the end of the dark tunnel. 
       On Rosh Hashana we beseech Hashem to inscribe us into
His book of life, however, not everyone merits a good
inscription. Therefore, Hashem gave us the incredibly
powerful tool that can affect His decision of Tefillah and we
are expected to utilize it to the fullest.
    The lesson of the two Haftoros is to remember that
Hashem graciously offers us the consolation that even if we
lack the necessary conduct to merit a favorable judgment for
the coming year, Hashem will treat us kindly with
compassion and gives us many chances to overturn His
verdict. But remember - it is completely up to us.
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hp kg ktrah hbc ,t iusk v"cev khj,n vgav u,utcu 'ohnjr txf kg cauhu
ct ojrf v"cev ubhkg ojrha ohjuyc ubt v,gnu 'ihsv ,snc tku ohnjrv ,sn

 /ause ouht ubhypan rutf thmuhu ohbc kg
////rrrrccccaaaabbbb    uuuucccccccckkkkuuuu    ,,,,uuuurrrrhhhhttttnnnnuuuu    ,,,,uuuunnnnuuuusssstttt    uuuuhhhhbbbbpppp        rrrrppppuuuuaaaacccc    ggggeeeeuuuu,,,,vvvv    vkudxv uvn 'ktuav ktahu

kg v"cev xhhp,nu vmr,n vz jfca rpuav ,ghe,k aha rhstv jfvu ,sjuhnv
v,ut ohnhhen h"bca vumn tuva hbpn er uvza rnuk rapt htu 'ktrah ,hc ung
kf kg v,ut ohnhhen ubta ,uumn vcrv sug obah tkva 'v,euju vypan kff
,umrk ktrah ohgsuh uktv ,uumnv hsh kga ubtmn tk f"pgtu 'vheusesu vhyrp

/vcr vuumn htv ka v,kudxu vchy kg sungk ubt ohfhrm if otu 'otruc ,t
'vgur, ouh - d rntn hra, asuj hrntnc) g"hz wrfaah hbcwv kgc e"vrv lt    
rpua ,ghe, ka ,uchajv rehga c,fu ',tzv vfusnv kg sng rcf (s aurs
ktrah hbc ka vrh,hv vkgnvu kusdv eukhjv r,uhc rfhb uz vuumnca ouan tuv
hbc ka ijvu hpuhv ,esm kf ihgk vtrbu vkd,na inzcu 'okugv ,unut hbp kg

/ohnjr txfk ihsv txfn rcugu ovhkg ohnjr v"cev tkn,n 'ktrah
rga - h rga) w,ucckv ,ucujw kgc hrcs hp kg sxhh ohausev uhrcs ,t     
,t ohtrh rat ohabtv vnv hn rhfvku ihjcvk ub,ut snkna '(z erp wv ,cvt
vkga o,rum vtr," :evcun ubk inhx i,ub tuv uhrcs lu,cu ',ntc v"cev
huuv /"ohektk ohrcab ,ucck vtr, - ,ucckv kg sung, otu 'rutv ovhkg
,njn vtkhg vauseu ,ureh rutc ohrhtnu ohnust ohehsmv hbpa 'rnut
,"hav sjpn rcabv xrjf ruca ochk ofu, lu,c kct 'otrucu ormuhk o,eua,

/uh,uumnu a",h u,sucgc o,cuj hsh ohtmuh obht rat kgu 'ubutd rsvnu
odv 'ktrah ahtv hf 'okugv ,unutk ktrah hbc ihc evcunv inhxv if ot uvz
,rfhb ,uumnv ,auseu 'una lrc,h trucv ,uumn ,t ohhek ,g kfc sury tuva
'hudv f"tan 'j"sh tmh tk tna rcab ck uk ah ihhsg kct 'shn, uhbp kg vrhtnu
tuv ratf kct 'uchk ,uut, rjt shn, ;suru ohgapu ,ubuug ohtyjc tkn tuva
v"ceva ahdrn rcfu ucrec ucck or shn 'vesm iudf 'vuumn vzht vaug rcf
rrugn rat rcsv uvz if kgu 'rpuav hsh kg r,uhc rfhb vz ihhbg /ukhcac chujn
',"hav rutc shn, lkv,vk ukfuh ktrah hbca orudu ktrah hbc kg ohnjrv
tuv vgur,v hf 'wvgur,wc zunr vzv inhxv vbvu" :wrfaah hbcwc iuakv lanvfu
ihhg) ost,n geu,v hbpu 'wrcab ckw kg vruh 'ohrcab ,ukue ckv kcvn vrcv
,t ,umrk ohgsuhw :k"zjta uvzu '(geu,v hbp ,rtv ,buuf 'wev h"rtv ,ubuufc
ubhbhc vn tb vtr 'wotrucwk ohznrn 'wvgur,wv ,zhnr hsh kga 'wvgur,c otruc
ovhkg vkga ovhbp vtr, 'shxj tuvv rnta unf vgur,v inhx ubhbnhxu ',unutk
ohektk ,urcab ,ucck vtr, ,ucckv kg sung,afu 'geu,v hbp iuhns rutv

/"h,rme hf icv 'iufkvh lhbp rutc wv uvzu 'ckv kcvn vgur,v ,gub, iuhns

',uaevk ah ihhsgs tkt 'wktrah aht kfw lf rjt ch,f tv 'wofhycakw rnhnk
,nur,wv kgc) ikrxht h"trvn oac h,htru 'wofhyca hatrw rnhnk vhk vuvs
ova ofhatrw rnt ukhtf vhk vuv wofhyca ofhatrw rnts vns '(wiasv
,euj ,arpc h"ar c,fa unfu 'wrusv kff tuv rusv thabawa ouan wofhyca
rntba 'vanc ,ujhkav vku, rjt ouencuw-wohftkn ktrah jkahuw cu,fv kg
'woust lkn kt asen ohftkn van jkahuw ifu 'w,unse rcsnn ohftkn jkatuw
ohfhrm ukkv ohcu,fv 'woust lkn kt ohftkn ktrah jkahuw rnut tuv j,phcu
thaba lk rnuk 'van ov ktrahu ktrah tuv vana 'j,up vzu kgub vz 'vzk vz
,t h,arhpa lrs kg vza 'vtrb hku /wkfv tuv thabv hf 'rusv kff tuv rusv
i,tu 'ohgushu ohnfj ohabt ofhyca hatr ,t jetuw ohrcs ,arpc cu,fv

r o,utohfxv lf rjtu 'ohabt ovhbhcn ovk urjc ktraha gnans 'wofhkg ohat
hatrw itf rnt if kgu 'ovhkg ohatr uhvha ovng vanooooffffa uaurhps woooo,,,,tttt

ooooffffhhhhkkkkgggg    oooohhhhaaaattttrrrrkkkk    oooo,,,,uuuutttt    oooo,,,,rrrrrrrrhhhhcccc/"ofhycak o,rrhc rat ohatrv rnt ukhtfu '
      rnuk ihts 'ofhycak ofhatr" 'c,f (wv ,ut 'dtrpn k"rvnk) wvhrt rudwcu

!oka cckc lbumr ,uagk er h,buuf kf hf 'sgu gsuh v,t ,nt ohekt f
tcj,va kusdv crvu 'vfurt vga ukkv oruchsc ausev vzujv lhrtv lf     
';rv tkk ,ucr ,ugns udkz uhbhgn 'ucrec lpab ucku ,tz kf gnua vyhnv ,j,
///uapb iucaj lurgk unmg ihck ubhc tuv ;t kjv ratf 'uapb vfc, ohr,xncu
kfa ausev vzujv ota unmgk rvrv ratf ///ohcr ,uburxj unmgc vkhd out,p
///yuhsvv hbt vbgt vn 'gaupu tyujf unmg kg rcsn ubnn ohsgur rusv hehsm
ehsmv ka uase ,yhn ,j, arj oa vfcu ohtrub vcua, hruvrvc gea tuv
kg ;kg,vu kpb vtrub vcua, v,ut rjtka sg ',udupv ihtn ,utrub ,uhfcc
'utucjnn uvuthmuva 'ohtcdk ;fh, tre hcrvu 'cyhv gnab vycjv kue !.rtv
u,ut jka gusn cyhv crv ihcv 'zt ut /u,uhj ,t uhkt uchavu 'ubupkgn uvrrug
,udrsn ,davc vtrbfa 'ihcv ihkcukc asuev rmjc 'vzujv kt rgcuayhsrtcv
,rfvc tuv lufhzv ,hkf,c apbk iufbv iueh,v 'hs tk ,uekt ,uecs ,ueh,nc
apjku ruejku 'vkusd vuubgcu ,ukpac lkv,vk 'tehhs uh,uburxj ,t ostv

!unkugc ie,k sug tuv lrmb vn 'apbv hescc shn,
////vvvvgggguuuurrrr,,,,    hhhhggggssssuuuuhhhhkkkk    vvvvggggrrrrnnnn    yyyykkkknnnnnnnn    llllkkkknnnn    ihcba hsfc tkt 'vz vagn ruphxc ubtc tk

uadhb rat ,gc ohausevu ohehsmv kg vpe,a vtrhvu vsrjv ksud ,t ygn
ukhptu 'ktrahn ost lk iht ',tzv ,hkgbv vgaca 'tuv ,ntvu 'rpuac gue,k
vnf ,jt kg kct 'vsgru khjc ,urrug,v vzht uapbc ahdrh tka 'ovca yuapv
utcaf ,tzv ,gc o,nab vjrp tku ygnfa 'ohausevu ohehsmv ukt vnfu
kf uvn ihcvk ubt ohfhrm okugku /rpua ,ghe, ka vcdabv vsucgv ,t lurgk
tk vn ouan 'rpuac gue,k ohfkuva vgac ktrah ohauga vkvcvu agrv
unf lf kf vkusd vsrju vnht lu,n o,ut uagha ,uumnv kf rtac ubtmn
,ghe,ca 'ohrpuxu ohrpx hpn ubk gushv hp kg ubhhbg rtc,h tkt /rpua ,ghe,c
'vuumnv vagn ka ekjv ,t ah kf osue 'vuumnv ouhec ohekj wc obah rpuav
'rpua kuec gue,k una lrc,h trucv ubuuhma hpf vghe,v ,kugp omg ubhhvs

/vfrck oburfz ubhnfj ubk ugcea unf ,ukue vtn vng ghnavku
'rpua ,ghe, ,uumn ka hnhbpv ekjv tuva 'ihhbg sug ubah vz sckn lt    
htc kf ,t ,jt vrhexc reuxu ihs txf kg v"cev cauh vbav atrc tkva
ohhj hrpx inzv u,utcu 'ckv hrsj hengncu ,ur,xb hzbdc ijucu esucu 'okugv
,rn ,t gsuh ckv hrva 'vzv ouhvf sjpb tk hnu 'uhbpkn ohju,p oh,n hrpxu
'aajv ohheu 'vbav lanc ovc kafba ohgapvu ,ubuugv ohtyjc rhfnu uapb
gsuh hn 'ihsv ,shn hp kg u,ut uypahu esmv hbztn kg uhagn kf ,t ujhbh ota
aht r,xh ot od hf 'wv sdbf vbuc, ihtu vmg iht tkvu 'uhbpkn tmhh ihs exp vzht
ohgeu, ktrah hbca vgac kct /usucf .rtv kf tukn hf 'wv oa ubtrh ohr,xnc
ihsv txfn v"cev snug zt 'vkgnk vkgnk vkugu ohgher geuc kuevu rpuac

     k c,'wouhvw rhfzv ifka) u,un ouhc v"cev hbpk van oxbhfa snkn" 'h"ar
 w,hrcc oxhbfvkw jrfun tuva 'rnukfoooouuuuhhhhvvvvuhafg tk otwu wu,un ouhw tuva iuhf '

t"utf tkt 'oxbhf tk tnkhs 'tv vhk tbn ',"tu) ,hrcc oxhbfvk hsf (wh,nht
iuak-wohcmbw ch,fs vnn oxbfa gshs 'k"hu] gmntc sng tuvu uka vhhbjc sng

} rjtn vkugpv ,t kcen kgpb kf hf 'kgpbvvvvhhhhrrrrtttt    rrrruuuuddddsugu '[{wufu hnb ht-ws ,ut 
k"hu 'trec thsvc hfv ch,f hrv 'w,hrcc oxhbfvk hsfw arpk vhk vnk 'vae
jhfuvk hsf tuv w,hrcc oxhbfvk hsfw arhpa vns 'v,rcj ,cahhn ,jt vhaues
lrcgk" h"ar wg] ineksfu vrcgv lrs tkt ,hrc ,u,hrf iht hrvs 'oxbhfa
itfn vmhjnu itfn vmhjn ihaug ,u,hrc h,ruf uhv lf 'vrcgv lrs ',hrcc
orega jfun tkhnn ,hrcc oxhbfva trec ch,fsn 'f"tu '["ohh,bhc ohrcugu
'ofhyca ofhatr /([wt ohnfj h,pa] ,hrcc orhcgvk hsf sjh oxbfu onuenn
/"wktrah aht kfw f"jtu 'osue cuaj cuajv 'ofhryuau ofhbez /ofhycak ofhatr
h"ar arhp 'ofhyca ofhatr" 'uhrcs ,t arhp (z"yv kgck) wsus hrcswcu   
vhk vnk f"ts 'sujk wofhycawu sujk wofhatrwa rnuk ihts 'wofhycak ofhatrw



/// atc hnu ohnc hn umec tk hnu umec hn(;eu, vb,b ,khp,) 
llllyyyynnnn: A number of years ago, a young man took leave of his
family and began a long journey that brought him back to
religion. He became a baal teshuvah even as his family
could not understand what it was all about. 
    A short while later, this same young man was involved in
a terrible road accident and he died from his injuries. His
family members, who were not religious, were distraught
beyond belief. They were full of questions and accusations.
How could this happen to their son now, when he had just
started living a Torah lifestyle? Is this not proof that the
whole thing was a waste of time and totally unnecessary in
the grand scheme of things?
    The local rabbi was trying to counsel the family but he

 

did not know what to say. He traveled to R’ Chaim
Kanievsky shlit’a and asked, “I am going back to the
family, and they have so many questions of which I don’t
know the answer. They want to know how such a thing like
this could happen. What shall I tell them?”
    In his short and inimitable manner, R’ Chaim said, “Tell
them, he was supposed to die two years ago.” 
    The rabbi was confused at the answer but he went to talk
to the family. They began to ask the expected questions and
challenges, and at first he tried to lecture them about how
man cannot fathom Hashem’s ways. When he saw that they
could not accept his answers, he said, somewhat nervously,
“I’ll tell you the truth. I went to the Tzaddik, Hagaon Rav
Chaim Kanievsky, and he said I should tell you that your
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knhw cuhtk zphkt rnt ifu ',ubgrup ,shn kg vcurn vcuy vshn hrva 'shjhvht y
sjt ehsm khcacwa k"zj uars ifu 'htv (hcauh) kf ,t yknh sjt heba 'rnukf 'wheb

/(oa wtnujb, arsnwc wg) '"wokug suxh ehsmuw rntba 'snug okugv
ohcmb o,tw ,buufa '(wufu r,t kfcuw-/t"kr wd ekj) wev rvuzc t,ht vbvu    

oooouuuuhhhhvvvvc ohna ihsk okug htc kf ,ucmhh,v kt od thv wudu ofkuf vvvvbbbbaaaavvvv    aaaattttrrrr    oooouuuuhhhh
 ohcmb o,tw ,khn ka vghshv wva-)vvvv kg vrun 'wouhssssjjjjuuuuhhhhnnnn    oooouuuuhhhhihsc ,ucmhh,vk 

ktrah kfa-ktrah aht kfw ihhbg oda ';hxuvk ah z"pku /(vbav atr ouh-ohna
ihs hcdk od ubhmn 'vz cu,fca wsjt aht ,ufzc ohgaubu 'sjt aht iuugc ihxp,b
htc kf vbav atrcwa '(/j"h vbav atr) trndc t,htsfu 'vbav atrc ohna

///(sjt sjt-) iurn hbcf uhbpk ihrcug okug,,,,jjjjtttt    vvvvrrrrhhhheeeexxxxcccc    iiiihhhhrrrreeeexxxxbbbb    iiiikkkkuuuuffffuuuu'ubhhvu 'w
/wsjt aht ,ufzc ohgaubu sjt aht iuugc ihxp,bw ikufa

cu,fca (cu,fv kg h"ar) wosue cuaj cuajv-wudu ouhv ohcmb o,tw ihhbg ifu     
lknwa '(:j khgk oa) trndc t,htsfu 'vbav atrc ohna ihs hcdk od ubhmn 'vz

 vnka-) uscg ypan ,uagkw rntba 'ihsk vkhj, xbfb lkn 'ruchmullllkkkknnnnvvvveru '
oehnk tgrt jrut utks tnht ,hgcht 'tngy htn 'wktrah ung ypanu (lf rjt

/(ruchmv ,ubuug kkdc-) ";t iurj auphks hnen tnht ,hgchtu 'htrct tfkn
ubhkg asj,hu 'vbav atrc ohna ihsc vfzba ohnaca ubhct hbpkn iumr hvhu     

 !veu,nu (hnadu hbjurv icunc) vcuy vba

       EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS       EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS       EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS       EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS
     ON THE MIDDAH OF ....ON THE MIDDAH OF ....ON THE MIDDAH OF ....ON THE MIDDAH OF .... zzzzzeeeeexxxxxttttteeeeeyyyyy

     Rosh Hashana is upon us. The Day of Judgment. The
day that man was created and sinned. Rosh Hashana
contains within it all of man’s potential. It is the day we must
truly recreate ourselves to accomplish the purpose of the
world. Rosh Hashana is the day that we must make a tikkun
for the very first sin of man. 
     When Hashem created Adam, He placed him in Gan
Eden so that man could experience the ultimate goodness of
Hashem. Hashem told him he can eat from all the fruits of
the garden except one. Don’t eat YET from the eitz hadaas.
But Adam decided otherwise. He made calculations why
eating from the tree would allow him a greater level of
avodas Hashem. He really meant it L'sheim Shomayim. But
there was one problem. Hashem said no! Adam thought he
knew better. He ruined the world for all future times. 
    Rosh Hashana is the day when we can fix the world. The
purpose and goal of Rosh Hashana is to make Hashem King.
King over the entire world and King over my personal life.
Making Hashem King means not asking questions, not
making calculations and not thinking that we know better.
Making Hashem King means throwing away our daas. It
means fully accepting my life exactly as it is. Of course we
are meant to daven and ask Hashem to fulfill our requests,
but as long as the situation remains as is, we must accept that
this is exactly what is good and right for us at that time.
     The very first person to bring tikkun to the world after the
sin of Adam was Avraham Avinu. It took two thousand
years until Avraham came to the world and discovered
Hashem. He completely accepted Hashem’s sovereignty
over the entire universe and more importantly, over himself.
When Hashem told Avraham to take his beloved son
Yitzchok whom he waited 100 years for, to be slaughtered

ubhhvs wofhycaw rhfzn lht 'if ots 'sujk wofhycawu sujk wofhatrwa ugnanf
unfu-) osue cuajv ,t rhfzvk vhk huv hrv 'wofhbezw rnth lf rjtu 'ktrah kf
rhfzva unfu '(wufu osue cuaj cuajv-ofhryuau ofhbezw cu,fv kg h"ar c,fa
kf rnuk vmur wofhycawa arpnu 'ugnanf odrh, xukebut kct /osue wofhatrw
ukkfh uca ycav kf ,t kkuf tuva hbpn wofhbezwn r,uh cuaj tuvu 'ofhyca
tuvu 'ovhkg atr tuv atrv hf 'wofhycaw kkfc huv tk wofhatrw kct 'ohbezv
'ohycak kkf lrs oghcavs cd kg ;tu 'wofhycaw kkfc kkfb ubhtu 'sjuhn
kkf kct 'ohyrpv ovu 'wktrah aht kf ofhryuau ofhbezw-if od yrpc oghcav

 ouhv ohcmb o,tw rnta vnc rcf rhfzv ktrahooooffffkkkkuuuuffff'sjhc kfv rnuk vmura w
ohatr ov hf wofhycawk osue ohatrvu 'ohycav hatr ova ohatrk osue kfvu

/"iufb r,uh vzu 'wosue cuaj cuajvw-rsxf c,fb euxpva ohtur t,avu 'ovk
ueses-ktrah aht kf" 'wktrah aht kfw ohkhnc ,pxub vbuuf rthc whhjc ubhcrwcu
(wufu vzc vz ihcrg ofkuf rjt rcs-wc ,ut varpv kg wtnujb, arsnwc wg) k"zj
rntu orjc kgna ifgn vzk vhtru 'wsjt aht iuugc ihxp,b ktrah kfwa 'itfn
aht kfw iuak uvzu 'ubuugc xp,b ktrah og kfu wktrah tyjw gauvhk v"cev
aht ukafuw cu,fa uvzu 'sjt aht iuugc ohxp,b ktrah kfa 'rnukf 'wktrah
otu" 'lhannu /wvzc vz ihcrg ktrah kfwa lsnkk 'wuhjt iuugcw k"zj uarsu 'wuhjtc

,ufzc ohgaub ohcrva ifa kf 'shjhv iuugc ohxp,b ohcrva ubhmn ,ubgrupc

  FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF     FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF     FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF     FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF   
R’ GUTTMAN R’ GUTTMAN R’ GUTTMAN R’ GUTTMAN -  RAMAT SHLOMO     RAMAT SHLOMO     RAMAT SHLOMO     RAMAT SHLOMO    

on the altar, Avraham did not flinch. He didn’t say, “Hashem,
this is crazy! It makes no sense! This goes against everything
I stand for. Everything I go around preaching about, and You
promised me that from Yitzchok will come out a great nation!
How could You ask me to do such a thing?” But Avraham
asked no questions. He threw away his own daas and ran to
do the will of Hashem. He made Hashem King! 
     On Rosh Hashana the object of mitzvah is a shofar. The
shofar has the power to lift Hashem off the throne of
judgment onto the throne of mercy. As Avraham was about
to take the knife and slaughter his son, Hashem told Avraham
to  stop and take the ram that was caught in the bushes by its
horns and slaughter it instead. The merit of that deed remains
with us until this very day, and every Rosh Hashana we retell
the story. We blow the shofar to coronate Hashem as our
King and bring about the zechus of Avraham who truly filled
the world with Malchus Hashem. The shofar represents the
great and awesome potential in every Jew to throw away his
own daas and tap into his pure   to serve Hashem completely
and wholeheartedly. In fact the shofar also represents the very
first blowing of the world, when Hashem blew into Adam a
neshama, a living spirit. Our neshamos only want to do the
will of Hashem. Avraham Avinu was able to reach the level
where he tapped into his neshama and was able to serve
Hashem with clarity and pure faith. 
    The Gemara asks the question. “Ritzonainu laasos
ritzonecha, it is our will to do Your will. U’mah meakev, so
what is preventing us from doing this?” The Gemara
answers: ",uhfkn sucgau vxhgca ruga". It is the yetzer hara and
social pressure from the world that gets in the way of our true
avodas Hashem. So what do we do? On Rosh Hashana we
use the shofar to break down these barriers. The first long
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 /// wv lknv hbpk ughrv rpua kueu ,urmumjc(u-jm ohkv,)
     When the Bolshevik Revolution overtook the Russian landscape, one of the primary objectives of the ruling
Communist party was to dismantle the practice of religion, particularly the Jewish religion. To that end, many decrees
were issued against the practice and observance of Judaism, and many Jews were forced to flee their homes or professional
practice in secret. Moscow, which had recently become the capital city of the U.S.S.R., forbade Jews to reside within its
limits and only certain worker permits were issued to Jews in special cases.
    The Chief Rabbi of Moscow for many years had been the renowned R’ Chaim Berlin zt”l. With the advent of these
new decrees, life in Moscow for a Jew became untenable. As the thousands of Muscovite Jews fled the city, the Chief
Rabbi felt it was his duty to remain behind determined to see that every last Jew found a place to resettle. As Rosh
Hashana approached, only a few dozen Jews were left in the entire city. One of the remaining members produced a shofar,
the only one left in the city of Moscow, and was preparing to blow it on the holy day. To his horror and dismay, however,
he noticed a long crack along the length of the shofar which invalidated it. Yom Tov would soon be upon them and there
was no time to procure a second shofar. R’ Chaim and the remaining Jews of Moscow realized that this would likely be
the first time in their lives that they would be unable to perform the mitzvah of Tekias Shofar on Rosh Hashana.
    No amount of halachic ingenuity could procure a heter. With a heavy heart, R’ Chaim resigned himself to his situation.
“Well,” he thought sadly, “If I cannot hear the sound of the shofar, at least let me study the halachos of shofar. Maybe in
that merit, it will allow me to somewhat make up for the loss of the mitzvah.”
    On the first night of Rosh Hashana, R’ Chaim stayed up all night in the Beis Medrash, studying all the halachos
pertaining to the mitzvah of shofar. At the crack of dawn, he left the Beis Medrash and headed towards the large shul for
the early morning prayers. But as he looked up, he could not believe his eyes; driving down the empty street right in front
of him was a horse-drawn wagon adorned on all sides with unusual crafts, historical artifacts and an assortment of musical
instruments. Hanging off the side of the wagon was a ram’s horn which looked exactly like a .... shofar! 
    The stunned Rav hastily ran over to the coachman and asked, “Where did you get this horn from?”
    The coachman had been enjoying the peaceful stillness of the early Moscow morning and jumped out of his seat
startled. Perspiring heavily, the poor man looked directly at the imposing figure of the rabbi and began sputtering
incoherently, until he finally blurted out, “Honored Rabbi, I didn’t know it was yours. I would have never taken it had I
known it was yours. Here, take it back. I have no need for it anyway!” 
   Slowly, the story came out. The gentile coachman had a hobby of collecting all sorts of horns, trumpets and wind
instruments. When the Jews of Moscow began leaving the city en masse, this prospecting thief went rummaging through
the old deserted synagogues looking for anything of value. All the silver and expensive items were gone but it was there that
he came across this ram’s horn and it became one of his valued collectibles. “But rabbi,” the gentile pleaded, hoping the rabbi
would not report his theft, “take it. It’s yours. Its the only one I found in the synagogue, but I want you to have it.”
    Hashem had heard his call and R’ Chaim’s joy knew no bounds. That final year, for the synagogue went out of
operation soon after, the Jews of Moscow merited the fulfillment of the mitzvah of Tekias Shofar in true fashion and it
would be quite some time before such a sound could be heard again in the city. The selfless act of staying up all night
studying the laws of shofar, was the merit that allowed R’ Chaim to obtain and fulfill the mitzvah of shofar.
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blast, the tekiah represents the blowing of a pure neshama into
us. We close our eyes and feel the pure neshama being blown
into us as we are recreated on this great birthday of Man. 
     Then we blow three short blasts called shevarim. This
means broken pieces. We break our yetzer hara, breaking
down the inner powers that pull us down and away from
Hashem. This is followed by nine short blasts called teruah,
which means to smash. We smash all of the social pressures
of the world. The peer pressure, the philosophy of western
civilization, the notions that one should spend his life chasing
after temporary pleasures such as money and honor. These
ideas we eradicate from our heart as the shofar blows. 
    And we end off with the tekiah gedolah, the extended and
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                                AND HEMSHECH HADOROSAND HEMSHECH HADOROSAND HEMSHECH HADOROSAND HEMSHECH HADOROS

 lgrzu v,t vhj, ignk ohhjc ,rjcu lhbpk h,,b ,unvu ohhjv(yh-k)

    The meforshim ask the obvious question: Why do we need
a commandment to choose life? Is there another option? 
    I had the following machshava based on a vort from the
Chasam Sofer zt”l. A person can live a lofty, self-fulfilling
life on a high spiritual plateau, but it may not rub off on his
progeny. If he makes an emphasis on being a role model for
them, devotes time towards their spiritual well-being, and,
of course, davens on their behalf, then with siyata dishmaya
he will be zoche to see true yiddishe nachas. Thus, the posuk
says, "ohhjc ,rjcu" - choose life, but not a life devoted to
oneself, only of spiritual self-improvement, rather, ignk"
"lgrzu v,t vhj, - for the sake of your children as well. 
    The Chasam Sofer says on last week’s posuk, wv lrh,uvu"
"lbyc hrpc vcuyk - “And Hashem will grant you good
surplus in the fruit of your womb,” that it is only in the
zechus of our efforts to instill in our children, "lbyc hrp", the
true derech Hashem, will He then give us arichas yamim, as

 veu,nu vcuy vba ubhkg asj,a lhbpkn iumr hvh(v"r khkk ohbnhxv rsx)

    Years ago, on the night of Rosh Hashana, we did the
basic simanim - the apple in the honey, the carrots, the head of
the fish. Before each siman, we said the appropriate “Yehi
Ratzon.” Today, though, we have come up with many new
simanim and interesting Yehi Ratzons! Nowadays, our
pre-seuda “checklist” on Rosh Hashana is almost as long as
the Pesach seder! It is almost as if we eat so many simanim
that we have no room or time to enjoy the meal and honor the
women who worked so hard to prepare the delectable Yom
Tov seuda! We spend so much time in shul davening and
asking all types of ,uaec (requests). Why is it even necessary
to come home and eat unusual foods, requesting many of the
same bakashos in the form of the Yehi Ratzons?  
     My machshava here is that the tefillos we daven in shul on
Rosh Hashana have little to do with our personal needs.
Every tefilla on this day is to help us realize that Hashem is
our eternal King, the eternal Master over the entire world!

uninterrupted blast of the shofar signifies our pure soul that is
ready now to make Hashem the King of Kings. This is the
transformative power of the shofar on Rosh Hashana. 
     May we utilize this great and holy day to recreate
ourselves and fix the damage that was caused by the first man
on the very first Rosh Hashana in history. On a practical note,
one of the greatest things that we can do on Rosh Hashana is
to not get angry! When we get upset or angry because things
don’t go our way, we are making a loud statement that we are
the King and not Hashem! On Rosh Hashana,we must accept
that everything is part of His royal plan. 
     May we be zoche to see the true revelation of Malchus
Hashem with the coming of Moshiach Tzidkeinu amen!
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the posuk states clearly, "lrh,uvu" - an expression of adding
on. Even though our tafkid may have come to fruition, in the
merit of chinuch habanim we can live longer. 
    The Brisker Rav zt”l wrote a monumental work on the
Rambam. He is quoted as saying that he could’ve produced
such a work on all of Shas if not for the sake of the chinuch of
his children to which he utilized most of his time. What an
illuminated Shas we could have had! The Torah of the
Brisker Rav on all of Shas! But again, we see where his
priorities were and where ours should lie. 
    As the Yimei Hadin commence and we are looking for
zechusim to be zoche badin, let us bear this concept in mind.
Through our efforts in helping to guide our children - or for
that matter, any of Hashem’s children - no matter if they’re
young or old, or by just lending a helping hand to a fellow
Yid in need, we stand a much better chance of finding chein
(grace) in the eyes of Hashem. May we all be zocheh to a
k’siva v'chasima tova, and a shenas geulah v'yeshua.

The greatest vaec we can ask for on this special day is
"lhagn kf kg lsck wv v,t lukn,u" - Hashem, You should rule
alone over the entire world and all Your Creations. You are
both the "ausev lkn" and "ypanv lkn". It is no wonder then
why we spend so much time and effort creating new simanim
and making many Yehi Ratzons once we arrive back home. In
shul, our focus is to be lhknn (coronate) the King of all Kings.
In our homes, on the other hand, our focus is to beseech our
crowned King for all our needs and requests.
     Perhaps this is why we read from the Torah on the first day
of  Rosh Hashana from Parshas Vayeira, where Sara Imeinu
was blessed with a son, Yitzchok. What does this have to do
with the Yom Hadin? Well, the last word in the kriah is "vfgn"
which stands for n" lukg kf kv"okug !
     May Hashem, our King, answer all our tefillos and
bakashos, all our simanim and Yehi Ratzons, and inscribe us
in the "ohhj rpx" for a year of yeshuos, refuos and nechamos
along with the coming of Moshiach, int ubnhc vrvnc!
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 /// ohhj ohekt lbgnk ohhjv rpxc ubc,fu ohhjc .pj lkn ohhjk ubrfzohtrub ohnhk vkhp,)(
     On Rosh Hashana, the Yom Hadin, when we daven, the key is for us to ask Hashem to shower us with all that we need -
not for our good, not for our comfort, but because we wish to be able to serve Him better. Hashem wants us to reach out to
Him, but we must remember to beg and beseech Him so that we can be more complete ovdei Hashem, using our every day to
serve and bring honor to His name. There will be no greater zechus.
      The following story was told over first-hand to Rabbi Yisroel Hisiger, who masterfully put it into words. Chaim is
currently a talmid at Mesivta Bais Shraga in Monsey, NY, who for years had experienced pain in his feet, but over a year and
a half ago, around Pesach time, the aching and throbbing worsened. He went to several podiatrists, who told him that it is
likely due to juvenile arthritis. They prescribed special insoles to alleviate his discomfort.
     As time passed, the pain got worse, not better, and it spread to his toes and other parts of his body, even his eyes. Chaim
visited doctors and specialists, who ruled out arthritis but couldn’t identify the cause of the pain.
This continued for months. By the time summer arrived, Chaim found it difficult to even stand. He was experiencing
excruciating pain and his search for an answer or cure continued. Chaim was put in touch with more doctors, and he was
referred to a specific physician, one of the best in the country. This expert prescribed therapy and conducted blood tests to
determine the cause of Chaim’s pain. With each test and visit, the doctor ruled out another ailment, but he could not say for
certain what was going on. This doctor, who works in a prominent Manhattan hospital, gave Chaim pain medicine, hoping
that if there was an infection of some sort, he would feel relief. But he did not, as the pain continued unabated.
      Still not knowing what was attacking his body, Chaim went on a family trip to Eretz Yisroel during the summer. He was in
agony the entire time, barely functioning and even with medicine, he admitted, “I was falling apart.” The pain persisted upon
his return to the United States and additional tests, X-rays and scans were administered. Still nothing.
    With the start of Elul zman, Chaim felt weak and tired. He experienced severe headaches when he tried to use his brain. He
was told by some that he was a hypochondriac and that the pain he claimed to be feeling was in his mind more than anywhere
else. “Get a grip,” was the unspoken message. His doctor still couldn’t identify the cause of his ailments, but listed several
illnesses with no known cure that he suspected might be the cause. After two additional tests on his heart and other parts of his
body, the respected physician threw his hands up in despair, telling Chaim, “I don’t know what to do with you.”
     As the Yomim Noraim approached, Chaim was apprehensive about the long davening. Chaim recalled hearing what the
Zohar writes that on the Yom Hadin, when one senses a particularly strong feeling of hisorerus and stimulation, that is the
moment when one’s individual judgment in Heaven is taking place. On the first day of Rosh Hashana, right before tekias
shofar, Chaim suddenly experienced a rush of emotion and inspiration. He felt like something had hit him. Overtaken by the
moment, he began to pour out his heart to Hashem. With great intent, he prayed, “Asei lemaan Shemecha. Ashei lemaan
yeminecha, etc.,” which we recite each day in Elokai Netzor, asking Hashem to act for His sake, not for ours. 
    Chaim broke down, sobbing. As his body shook, the experiences of the last half year filled his mind. The pain, the frustration,
the distress, the uncertainty overtook him. With tears streaming down his cheeks, he cried out, “Hashem, I can’t be an oveid
Hashem like this. I can’t learn Torah like this. I can’t do what I am supposed to. You put me in this world to serve You. Please,
give me back my kochos and my abilities and let me be normal again so that I can serve You properly!” As Chaim concluded the
most powerful prayer of his life, tekias shofar began. Chaim regained his composure and prepared himself for Mussaf.
     And that was when he noticed that he felt different. Something had happened. He felt like a new person. He was able to
stand, something which had been so arduous before. Incredibly, he stood for the entire Mussaf Shemonah Esrei, which he had
thought was going to be an impossibility. It was extraordinary. It was simply remarkable.
     After Yom Tov, Chaim told his Rov what had happened. “I can’t explain it, but I am feeling stronger and more like myself.”
Although he wasn’t sure if he could fast on Tzom Gedaliah, indeed, Chaim tried. And he fasted quite well.
     With his newfound strength, Chaim, who hadn’t worn regular shoes for almost 6-7 months, put on his Shabbos shoes for
Shabbos Shuvah. They felt comfortable. He felt normal. No pain. No discomfort. No aching or soreness.
    On Yom Kippur, Chaim fasted once again. Bizarre as it might have been, but Chaim felt strong. In fact, he didn’t find the
fast to be tiring at all. With each passing day, Chaim awoke to find that his health had been restored. He was a new person.
The gift of healthy living - something many take for granted - had somehow been returned to him.
     It all led back to that surreal moment on Rosh Hashana. Hashem heard his impassioned pleas and had mercy.
   As the winter zman began, Chaim went back to the Beis Medrash of Bais Shraga as a bochur who had been given a new
lease on life. He wants others to know his story. He wants fellow Yidden to know that the judgment of Rosh Hashana is so
real. “Last year is last year and this year is this year,” he says. “We are able to leave the past behind and be zoche to a future
filled with brocha, good health, parnassah and whatever else we need.” 
     


