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A SERIES IN HALACHA

LIVING A “TORAH” DAY ﬂw'y@‘%/ ﬂg&ﬂ

"B919 425 N oY’ - The Greatest Mitzvah of All (146)
Teaching Nevi’im and Kesuvim (Nach) to a Gentile. The
Shiltei Giborim (1) writes that it is permissible for a gentile to
learn Nach and for a Jew to teach it to him. He explains that
since Nach is full of comforting words about the future of Kial
Yisroel, it is desirable material for a non-Jew to know, in order to
have a proper respect for us. Also, the basic principles of
Emunah and the way to refute heretics are found there and
gentiles need to hear this to be as close as they can to our
Emunah. (This is the writer’s understanding of his words.)

The Netziv in Chagigah ) adds context: The portions of the
Torah that are “fyun” and “pilpul” (deep analyses), and “piskei
halachos” (codified Torah law of conduct), are the only parts of
the Torah that are prohibited to teach gentiles because only they
are called “Mishpatim.” The Magen Avraham (3) writes that
the Shaloh argues on the whole leniency and prohibits teaching
any part of Nach to gentiles. One who is lenient has upon whom
to rely because the Maharsha «) while discussing Mishlei writes
that since it is full of proper conduct for all human beings, it can
be taught to gentiles. This is like the opinion of Shiltei Giborim.
Answering Questions of Gentiles About Torah. Throughout
the Talmud and Midrashim, we find cases of gentiles asking
Tannaim and Amoraim questions about posukim, and receiving
answers. The Acharonim discuss how were they able to answer
without transgressing the prohibition of teaching gentiles Torah.
According to the Shiltei Giborim, many of the cases are easily
explained because their queries were usually on posukim of Nach.
Non-Halachic Portions of Chumash. R’ Eliyohu Gutmacher
2’1 5) uses this logic to add a further leniency. Only portions of
Chumash that are connected to halacha are prohibited, but
sections which talk about the mightiness of Hashem and the
pious conduct of the Avos and Tzaddikim are permitted material
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for gentiles. It is clear that many Poskim did not agree with this.
This could be because once we are lenient, it is hard to be careful
to segregate that study, and therefore the halacha prohibits
Chumash for non-Jews completely. Or possibly, many of those
portions of the Torah do indeed have halachic implications.
Seforim have been written to bring out halachic material from the
other portions of the Torah, such as the sefer Revid Hazahav.
Shir Hashirim. Sefer Kol Hasofer ) proposes a novel idea.
Even if one may teach Nach to a gentile, Shir Hashirim is
different. He bases this on the words of the Mishna (7: The world
was not worthy enough to merit the day that Shir Hashirim was
given to Bnei Yisroel because all the rest of Kesuvim are holy, but
Shir Hashirim is “Holy of Holies.” Since the Mishna said “to
Brnei Yisroel” this comes to exclude gentiles. This song of love
between Hashem and Bnei Yisroel which is the “Holy of Holies”
was apparently given to us alone. According to this logic the
gentile himself might be prohibited from studying Shir Hashirim.
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Insights in Maseches Meilah - n5*y nspis
The Rambam says the reason why nwn 'on comes after 'on
mo is because items that one is N>w» 2»n on are much more
lenient than things one is 2»n a mxvn on. Because on the M »y one
is 2N a nxon on on, if done Py one is 7> 2»n. While if one is
Py NN 72 there is a (Pam »17) b if you get 1 nnj
oMW or not. (0”270 YY) o»n 4 Klers: if the (1/5) wimn one adds to
his n>>v1 payment is because he stole from hekdesh and just like one
can steal from a Yid he can also steal from Hekdesh, except here he
adds a fifth. Or, the 1/5th extra payment is because of a mxon momx on
Hekdesh and the fine is an extra 1/5th payment, but the actual issur is
because it's mon »mow. He brings a proof from the fact that the -nyw
of Ny is a v M, we see it is a din of N whose shiuris a
nona. Ifitwas a din in mxon »mo the shiurwould be a T or Ty,
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R’ Shimshon Pinkus z¢”’ (Tiferes Shimshon) would say:

(3) 719 0 - . 11N (2) 3 (9D DY) 1 hay 'on (1)
9y 5"8Y 9910 OYN 730 NN (6) 1'9 (5) NP IO (4) VDY
oY (7) 13 0D MMYD

“What is the meaning of the words, Y122 YN0 52 Xo1'? The entire world is a vehicle for Hashem. Aside from Him, there
is nothing. The whole reality of life is to be attached to Him. Torah is not just two dafim in Bava Kama that one may or
may not have understood. A person takes a new look at things and renews his whole outlook on the world. The beginning
of this avodah is indeed the renewal of old understandings. The building is erected only on the basis of what a person
already knows. A person needs to renew the old understandings, to give them freshness, and this renewal then brings a
person to a whole new take on the world. These are the four legs of the Hashem’s Royal Throne.”

R’ Chaim Walkin shlit’a (Mashgiach of Ateres Yisroel) would say:

“T once heard from R’ Yechezkel Abramsky z¢”l that Rosh Hashana is called ‘Yom Teruah’ because the Teruah is
the most important aspect of the day and is supposed to affect the entire day. The sounding of the shofar is meant to
change the physical aspect of the day, and by extension the day itself is supposed to change our lives.”

A Wise Man would say: “Don’t judge each day by the harvest you reap but by the seeds you plant.” Deg‘;‘g,";‘?',}‘,“ﬁ;";‘.’;y°f
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7
son was supposed to have died two years ago.”

The family members sat back in shock. “He is correct!”
they exclaimed with great admiration. “Two years ago, our
son faced a life-threatening illness. Doctors had no cure and
he was literally at death’s doorstep when, at the last
moment, he miraculously recovered. Clearly, he was
granted another two years of life to allow him to do
teshuvah and begin keeping the mitzvos!”

Ywna: During Nesaneh Tokef, we recite the powerful words,
“Who will die at his predestined time and who before his
time.” We cannot fathom the ways of the Almighty and
when a tragedy occurs, we are quick to point fingers. But in
truth, we have no idea what the correct reckoning is up in
Heaven. Only Hashem does. All we can do, is do teshuvah
and daven that Hashem shall accept our pleas and grant us a
life of happiness and health. More than that, we cannot do!
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In the final Haftorah of the Nywny'T nyaw which is read
on Parshas Nitzavim, an incredible sense of anticipation is
felt through the words of Yeshaya HaNavi. The forlorn tone
of the previous prophecies is gone and is replaced with a
palpable sense of hopefulness and excitement.

Interestingly, in describing the excitement, the Navi uses
the words "ewN VW= “I will rejoice intensely,” however, he
then switches his wording and exclaims, ™PoNa wa 20" -
“my soul will exult with my G-d.” With each word in the
Torah being so carefully considered and heavily weighed,
why are there two words used to describe the same emotion?

R’ Yitzchok Zev Soloveitchik z¢”’l (Brisker Rav)
explains that when the Torah employs the Name “Hashem,”
it symbolizes His attribute of compassion (o010 n ), but
if the Almighty is referred to as “Elokim,” this implies that
His awesome attribute of judgment (Y70 nPN) is kindled.
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R’ Shloime Kluger z#”I adds that the root of the two
words "¢WN wW'" is “Sasson” which denotes a joyfullness
that is outwardly and visibly displayed, whereas the root for
the words "™poNa »wa) 7N is “Gilah” which signifies an
introverted and deeper feeling of exultation, with little or no
expressive happiness visibly apparent.

Even in times of joy one must remember that he is a
servant of Hashem and must serve Him accordingly. Just like
a servant who services the King is both exulted and terrified
at the privilege accorded him, Jews must “balance” Hashem’s
attributes of y7 and onn. While knowing that Hashem’s
compassion is kindled towards him, he must utilize the
“Sasson” to display his joy at serving Hashem openly, yet, he
must not forget that Hashem’s judgment can be pointed at
him too and he must therefore maintain the “Gila” aspect as
well and channel his fear at disappointing his creator to a
deep sense of accomplishment.
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The Toran portions which we read on the two days of
Rosh Hashana seem to contain differing themes which
conflict with each other. On the first day of Rosh Hashana,
we read the portion from the Torah about the miraculous
birth of Yitzchock Avinu, who was conceived and born even
though his mother Sarah was infertile. The Haftorah for this
day relates the story of the barren Chana and the birth of
Shmuel HaNavi. On the second day, the famous account of
the Akeida is read, while in the Haftorah, Yirmiyahu HaNavi
speaks of Hashem’s everlasting love for His people, the
future ingathering of exiles, and Rachel Imeinu’s heartfelt plea.
Sarah, Rachel and Chana were all infertile, and according to
the Medrash they all gave birth on Rosh Hashana.

Yirmiyahu lovingly exclaimed, “Is Ephraim (Bnei Yisroel)
not My beloved son? Is he not a precious child, that
whenever I speak of him, I recall him even more?” While it
might almost sound like an attempt to “bribe”” Hashem, this
theme of trying to induce Hashem to remember His children
in a positive light is a central theme of the Rosh Hashana
Tefillos. Does Hashem ever violate laws that He Himself has
enacted? Can Hashem really be convinced to show favor to
one other than what He had already decided upon?

While the first 7efillos were established by the Avos

(Patriarchs), the Gemara elaborates on many fundamental
laws pertaining to prayer from the story of Chana and
established from it many Halachos as a result. In Chana’s
Tefillah she forcefully asked Hashem for a child and although
it was audacious and unprecedented, it was precisely her
daring nature that placed her Tefillah at the epicenter of the
Jewish definition of prayer.

Chana understood that the primary essence of prayer is
not only giving thanks to Hashem or negotiating our needs
and desires through the currency of good behavior. Tefillah is
the act of begging the Creator of the World for a pardon or at
least a lighter sentence after a guilty verdict was already
passed, and it is the only light at the end of the dark tunnel.

On Rosh Hashana we beseech Hashem to inscribe us into
His book of life, however, not everyone merits a good
inscription. Therefore, Hashem gave us the incredibly
powerful tool that can affect His decision of Tefillah and we
are expected to utilize it to the fullest.

The lesson of the two Haftoros is to remember that
Hashem graciously offers us the consolation that even if we
lack the necessary conduct to merit a favorable judgment for
the coming year, Hashem will treat us kindly with
compassion and gives us many chances to overturn His
verdict. But remember - it is completely up to us.
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EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS
ON THE MIDDAH OF ... TTY IO

Rosh Hashana is upon us. The Day of Judgment. The
day that man was created and sinned. Rosh Hashana
contains within it all of man’s potential. It is the day we must
truly recreate ourselves to accomplish the purpose of the
world. Rosh Hashana is the day that we must make a tikkun
for the very first sin of man.

When Hashem created Adam, He placed him in Gan
Eden so that man could experience the ultimate goodness of
Hashem. Hashem told him he can eat from all the fruits of
the garden except one. Don’t eat YET from the eitz hadaas.
But Adam decided otherwise. He made calculations why
eating from the tree would allow him a greater level of
avodas Hashem. He really meant it L'sheim Shomayim. But
there was one problem. Hashem said no! Adam thought he
knew better. He ruined the world for all future times.

Rosh Hashana is the day when we can fix the world. The
purpose and goal of Rosh Hashana is to make Hashem King.
King over the entire world and King over my personal life.
Making Hashem King means not asking questions, not
making calculations and not thinking that we know better.
Making Hashem King means throwing away our daas. It
means fully accepting my life exactly as it is. Of course we
are meant to daven and ask Hashem to fulfill our requests,
but as long as the situation remains as is, we must accept that
this is exactly what is good and right for us at that time.

The very first person to bring fikkun to the world after the
sin of Adam was Avraham Avinu. It took two thousand
years until Avraham came to the world and discovered
Hashem. He completely accepted Hashem’s sovereignty
over the entire universe and more importantly, over himself.
When Hashem told Avraham to take his beloved son
Yitzchok whom he waited 100 years for, to be slaughtered
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on the altar, Avraham did not flinch. He didn’t say, “Hashem,
this is crazy! It makes no sense! This goes against everything
I stand for. Everything I go around preaching about, and You
promised me that from Yitzchok will come out a great nation!
How could You ask me to do such a thing?” But Avraham
asked no questions. He threw away his own daas and ran to
do the will of Hashem. He made Hashem King!

On Rosh Hashana the object of mitzvah is a shofar. The
shofar has the power to lift Hashem off the throne of
judgment onto the throne of mercy. As Avraham was about
to take the knife and slaughter his son, Hashem told Avraham
to stop and take the ram that was caught in the bushes by its
horns and slaughter it instead. The merit of that deed remains
with us until this very day, and every Rosh Hashana we retell
the story. We blow the shofar to coronate Hashem as our
King and bring about the zechus of Avraham who truly filled
the world with Malchus Hashem. The shofar represents the
great and awesome potential in every Jew to throw away his
own daas and tap into his pure to serve Hashem completely
and wholeheartedly. In fact the shofar also represents the very
first blowing of the world, when Hashem blew into Adam a
neshama, a living spirit. Our neshamos only want to do the
will of Hashem. Avraham Avinu was able to reach the level
where he tapped into his neshama and was able to serve
Hashem with clarity and pure faith.

The Gemara asks the question. “Ritzonainu laasos
ritzonecha, it is our will to do Your will. U’mah meakev, so
what is preventing us from doing this?” The Gemara
answers: "naon My NOYaY Wy It is the yerzer hara and
social pressure from the world that gets in the way of our true
avodas Hashem. So what do we do? On Rosh Hashana we
use the shofar to break down these barriers. The first long
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When the Bolshevik Revolution overtook the Russian landscape, one of the primary objectives of the ruling
Communist party was to dismantle the practice of religion, particularly the Jewish religion. To that end, many decrees
were issued against the practice and observance of Judaism, and many Jews were forced to flee their homes or professional
practice in secret. Moscow, which had recently become the capital city of the U.S.S.R., forbade Jews to reside within its
limits and only certain worker permits were issued to Jews in special cases.

The Chief Rabbi of Moscow for many years had been the renowned R’ Chaim Berlin z¢”I. With the advent of these
new decrees, life in Moscow for a Jew became untenable. As the thousands of Muscovite Jews fled the city, the Chief
Rabbi felt it was his duty to remain behind determined to see that every last Jew found a place to resettle. As Rosh
Hashana approached, only a few dozen Jews were left in the entire city. One of the remaining members produced a shofar,
the only one left in the city of Moscow, and was preparing to blow it on the holy day. To his horror and dismay, however,
he noticed a long crack along the length of the shofar which invalidated it. Yom Tov would soon be upon them and there
was no time to procure a second shofar. R’ Chaim and the remaining Jews of Moscow realized that this would likely be
the first time in their lives that they would be unable to perform the mitzvah of Tekias Shofar on Rosh Hashana.

No amount of halachic ingenuity could procure a heter. With a heavy heart, R’ Chaim resigned himself to his situation.
“Well,” he thought sadly, “If I cannot hear the sound of the shofar, at least let me study the halachos of shofar. Maybe in
that merit, it will allow me to somewhat make up for the loss of the mitzvah.”

On the first night of Rosh Hashana, R’ Chaim stayed up all night in the Beis Medrash, studying all the halachos
pertaining to the mitzvah of shofar. At the crack of dawn, he left the Beis Medrash and headed towards the large shul for
the early morning prayers. But as he looked up, he could not believe his eyes; driving down the empty street right in front
of him was a horse-drawn wagon adorned on all sides with unusual crafts, historical artifacts and an assortment of musical
instruments. Hanging off the side of the wagon was a ram’s horn which looked exactly like a .... shofar!

The stunned Rayv hastily ran over to the coachman and asked, “Where did you get this horn from?”

The coachman had been enjoying the peaceful stillness of the early Moscow morning and jumped out of his seat
startled. Perspiring heavily, the poor man looked directly at the imposing figure of the rabbi and began sputtering
incoherently, until he finally blurted out, “Honored Rabbi, I didn’t know it was yours. I would have never taken it had I
known it was yours. Here, take it back. I have no need for it anyway!”

Slowly, the story came out. The gentile coachman had a hobby of collecting all sorts of horns, trumpets and wind
instruments. When the Jews of Moscow began leaving the city en masse, this prospecting thief went rummaging through
the old deserted synagogues looking for anything of value. All the silver and expensive items were gone but it was there that
he came across this ram’s horn and it became one of his valued collectibles. “But rabbi,” the gentile pleaded, hoping the rabbi
would not report his theft, “take it. It’s yours. Its the only one I found in the synagogue, but I want you to have it.”

Hashem had heard his call and R’ Chaim’s joy knew no bounds. That final year, for the synagogue went out of
operation soon after, the Jews of Moscow merited the fulfillment of the mitzvah of Tekias Shofar in true fashion and it
would be quite some time before such a sound could be heard again in the city. The selfless act of staying up all night
studying the laws of shofar, was the merit that allowed R’ Chaim to obtain and fulfill the mitzvah of shofar.
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Yon: A number of years ago, a young man took leave of his
family and began a long journey that brought him back to
religion. He became a baal teshuvah even as his family
could not understand what it was all about.

A short while later, this same young man was involved in
a terrible road accident and he died from his injuries. His
family members, who were not religious, were distraught
beyond belief. They were full of questions and accusations.
How could this happen to their son now, when he had just
started living a Torah lifestyle? Is this not proof that the
whole thing was a waste of time and totally unnecessary in
the grand scheme of things?

The local rabbi was trying to counsel the family but he

did not know what to say. He traveled to R’ Chaim
Kanievsky shlit’a and asked, “I am going back to the
family, and they have so many questions of which I don’t
know the answer. They want to know how such a thing like
this could happen. What shall I tell them?”

In his short and inimitable manner, R’ Chaim said, “Tell
them, he was supposed to die two years ago.”

The rabbi was confused at the answer but he went to talk
to the family. They began to ask the expected questions and
challenges, and at first he tried to lecture them about how
man cannot fathom Hashem’s ways. When he saw that they
could not accept his answers, he said, somewhat nervously,
“T’ll tell you the truth. I went to the Tzaddik, Hagaon Rav
Chaim Kanievsky, and he said I should tell you that your




b13a% B .. AKX TTUYD
@NT3 B moer) .. B BTSN Tapnd Bmn 9802 1anD avna pan Tom avnd

On Rosh Hashana, the Yom Hadin, when we daven, the key is for us to ask Hashem to shower us with all that we need -
not for our good, not for our comfort, but because we wish to be able to serve Him better. Hashem wants us to reach out to
Him, but we must remember to beg and beseech Him so that we can be more complete ovdei Hashem, using our every day to
serve and bring honor to His name. There will be no greater zechus.

The following story was told over first-hand to Rabbi Yisroel Hisiger, who masterfully put it into words. Chaim is
currently a talmid at Mesivta Bais Shraga in Monsey, NY, who for years had experienced pain in his feet, but over a year and
a half ago, around Pesach time, the aching and throbbing worsened. He went to several podiatrists, who told him that it is
likely due to juvenile arthritis. They prescribed special insoles to alleviate his discomfort.

As time passed, the pain got worse, not better, and it spread to his toes and other parts of his body, even his eyes. Chaim

visited doctors and specialists, who ruled out arthritis but couldn’t identify the cause of the pain.
This continued for months. By the time summer arrived, Chaim found it difficult to even stand. He was experiencing
excruciating pain and his search for an answer or cure continued. Chaim was put in touch with more doctors, and he was
referred to a specific physician, one of the best in the country. This expert prescribed therapy and conducted blood tests to
determine the cause of Chaim’s pain. With each test and visit, the doctor ruled out another ailment, but he could not say for
certain what was going on. This doctor, who works in a prominent Manhattan hospital, gave Chaim pain medicine, hoping
that if there was an infection of some sort, he would feel relief. But he did not, as the pain continued unabated.

Still not knowing what was attacking his body, Chaim went on a family trip to Eretz Yisroel during the summer. He was in
agony the entire time, barely functioning and even with medicine, he admitted, “I was falling apart.” The pain persisted upon
his return to the United States and additional tests, X-rays and scans were administered. Still nothing.

With the start of Elul zman, Chaim felt weak and tired. He experienced severe headaches when he tried to use his brain. He
was told by some that he was a hypochondriac and that the pain he claimed to be feeling was in his mind more than anywhere
else. “Get a grip,” was the unspoken message. His doctor still couldn’t identify the cause of his ailments, but listed several
illnesses with no known cure that he suspected might be the cause. After two additional tests on his heart and other parts of his
body, the respected physician threw his hands up in despair, telling Chaim, “I don’t know what to do with you.”

As the Yomim Noraim approached, Chaim was apprehensive about the long davening. Chaim recalled hearing what the
Zohar writes that on the Yom Hadin, when one senses a particularly strong feeling of hisorerus and stimulation, that is the
moment when one’s individual judgment in Heaven is taking place. On the first day of Rosh Hashana, right before tekias
shofar, Chaim suddenly experienced a rush of emotion and inspiration. He felt like something had hit him. Overtaken by the
moment, he began to pour out his heart to Hashem. With great intent, he prayed, “Asei lemaan Shemecha. Ashei lemaan
yeminecha, etc.,” which we recite each day in Elokai Netzor, asking Hashem to act for His sake, not for ours.

Chaim broke down, sobbing. As his body shook, the experiences of the last half year filled his mind. The pain, the frustration,
the distress, the uncertainty overtook him. With tears streaming down his cheeks, he cried out, “Hashem, I can’t be an oveid
Hashem like this. I can’t learn Torah like this. I can’t do what I am supposed to. You put me in this world to serve You. Please,
give me back my kochos and my abilities and let me be normal again so that I can serve You properly!” As Chaim concluded the
most powerful prayer of his life, tekias shofar began. Chaim regained his composure and prepared himself for Mussaf.

And that was when he noticed that he felt different. Something had happened. He felt like a new person. He was able to
stand, something which had been so arduous before. Incredibly, he stood for the entire Mussaf Shemonah Esrei, which he had
thought was going to be an impossibility. It was extraordinary. It was simply remarkable.

After Yom Tov, Chaim told his Rov what had happened. “I can’t explain it, but I am feeling stronger and more like myself.”
Although he wasn’t sure if he could fast on Tzom Gedaliah, indeed, Chaim tried. And he fasted quite well.

With his newfound strength, Chaim, who hadn’t worn regular shoes for almost 6-7 months, put on his Shabbos shoes for
Shabbos Shuvah. They felt comfortable. He felt normal. No pain. No discomfort. No aching or soreness.

On Yom Kippur, Chaim fasted once again. Bizarre as it might have been, but Chaim felt strong. In fact, he didn’t find the
fast to be tiring at all. With each passing day, Chaim awoke to find that his health had been restored. He was a new person.
The gift of healthy living - something many take for granted - had somehow been returned to him.

It all led back to that surreal moment on Rosh Hashana. Hashem heard his impassioned pleas and had mercy.

As the winter zman began, Chaim went back to the Beis Medrash of Bais Shraga as a bochur who had been given a new
lease on life. He wants others to know his story. He wants fellow Yidden to know that the judgment of Rosh Hashana is so
real. “Last year is last year and this year is this year,” he says. “We are able to leave the past behind and be zoche to a future
filled with brocha, good health, parnassah and whatever else we need.”

On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply feeds & clothes Shomer Shabbos Jews in Eretz Yisroe! with zefo overhead

blast, the fekiah represents the blowing of a pure neshama into
us. We close our eyes and feel the pure neshama being blown
into us as we are recreated on this great birthday of Man.
Then we blow three short blasts called shevarim. This
means broken pieces. We break our yetzer hara, breaking
down the inner powers that pull us down and away from
Hashem. This is followed by nine short blasts called teruah,
which means to smash. We smash all of the social pressures
of the world. The peer pressure, the philosophy of western
civilization, the notions that one should spend his life chasing
after temporary pleasures such as money and honor. These
ideas we eradicate from our heart as the shofar blows.
And we end off with the fekiah gedolah, the extended and
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uninterrupted blast of the shofar signifies our pure soul that is
ready now to make Hashem the King of Kings. This is the
transformative power of the shofar on Rosh Hashana.

May we utilize this great and holy day to recreate
ourselves and fix the damage that was caused by the first man
on the very first Rosh Hashana in history. On a practical note,
one of the greatest things that we can do on Rosh Hashana is
to not get angry! When we get upset or angry because things
don’t go our way, we are making a loud statement that we are
the King and not Hashem! On Rosh Hashana,we must accept
that everything is part of His royal plan.

May we be zoche to see the true revelation of Malchus
Hashem with the coming of Moshiach Tzidkeinu amen!

CONCEPTS IN AVODAS HALEV
AND HEMSHECH HADOROS
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The meforshim ask the obvious question: Why do we need
a commandment to choose life? Is there another option?

I had the following machshava based on a vort from the
Chasam Sofer z¢”l. A person can live a lofty, self-fulfilling
life on a high spiritual plateau, but it may not rub off on his
progeny. If he makes an emphasis on being a role model for
them, devotes time towards their spiritual well-being, and,
of course, davens on their behalf, then with siyata dishmaya
he will be zoche to see true yiddishe nachas. Thus, the posuk
says, "O»Na NN’ - choose life, but not a life devoted to
oneself, only of spiritual self-improvement, rather, ywn>"
"7y W NN NN - for the sake of your children as well.

The Chasam Sofer says on last week’s posuk, 'n 7mnY
"PVR M9 MWD - “And Hashem will grant you good
surplus in the fruit of your womb,” that it is only in the
zechus of our efforts to instill in our children, "7302»9", the
true derech Hashem, will He then give us arichas yamim, as

FROM THE FAMILY OF
R CHAIM YOSEF KOFMAN ZI'L
the posuk states clearly, "7»mm" - an expression of adding
on. Even though our fafkid may have come to fruition, in the
merit of chinuch habanim we can live longer.

The Brisker Rav z¢£” wrote a monumental work on the
Rambam. He is quoted as saying that he could’ve produced
such a work on all of Shas if not for the sake of the chinuch of
his children to which he utilized most of his time. What an
illuminated Shas we could have had! The Torah of the
Brisker Rav on all of Shas! But again, we see where his
priorities were and where ours should lie.

As the Yimei Hadin commence and we are looking for
zechusim to be zoche badin, let us bear this concept in mind.
Through our efforts in helping to guide our children - or for
that matter, any of Hashem’s children - no matter if they’re
young or old, or by just lending a helping hand to a fellow
Yid in need, we stand a much better chance of finding chein
(grace) in the eyes of Hashem. May we all be zocheh to a
k’siva v'chasima tova, and a shenas geulah v'yeshua.
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Years ago, on the night of Rosh Hashana, we did the
basic simanim - the apple in the honey, the carrots, the head of
the fish. Before each siman, we said the appropriate “Yehi
Ratzon.” Today, though, we have come up with many new
simanim and interesting Yehi Ratzons! Nowadays, our
pre-seuda “checklist” on Rosh Hashana is almost as long as
the Pesach seder! It is almost as if we eat so many simanim
that we have no room or time to enjoy the meal and honor the
women who worked so hard to prepare the delectable Yom
Tov seuda! We spend so much time in shul davening and
asking all types of mwpa (requests). Why is it even necessary
to come home and eat unusual foods, requesting many of the
same bakashos in the form of the Yehi Ratzons?

My machshava here is that the fefillos we daven in shul on
Rosh Hashana have little to do with our personal needs.
Every ftefilla on this day is to help us realize that Hashem is
our eternal King, the eternal Master over the entire world!

The greatest Nwpa we can ask for on this special day is
"PUYN 99 DY 710 N NN oY - Hashem, You should rule
alone over the entire world and all Your Creations. You are
both the "whTipn 1" and "vawnn 1", It is no wonder then
why we spend so much time and effort creating new simanim
and making many Yehi Ratzons once we arrive back home. In
shul, our focus is to be YN (coronate) the King of all Kings.
In our homes, on the other hand, our focus is to beseech our
crowned King for all our needs and requests.

Perhaps this is why we read from the Torah on the first day
of Rosh Hashana from Parshas Vayeira, where Sara Imeinu
was blessed with a son, Yitzchok. What does this have to do
with the Yom Hadin? Well, the last word in the kriah is "noyn"
which stands for "o05wn 95 5y Ton"!

May Hashem, our King, answer all our tefillos and
bakashos, all our simanim and Yehi Ratzons, and inscribe us
in the "0»N 190" for a year of yeshuos, refios and nechamos
along with the coming of Moshiach, yax w»2n7nn31!




