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wna: Just as a kohen who has a oW - a blemish, becomes
invalidated from performing the Avodah in the Mishkan,
so too, any person who has a blemish or defect in his
character, his attitude or the manner which he interacts

A SERIES IN HALACHAH
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY
Halachos Pertaining tothe “Torah” Table (20)

The Beracha of Hamotze: The ‘“Beracha Piece” The
beracha one says on bread (and on any food) purifies, elevates
and sanctifies the food spiritually as explained in Ruach
Chaim on Avos (1) and other seforim. This adds purity to the
one who eats the food and it becomes activated according to the
level of the beracha (and the other mitzvos at the table such as
saying Divrei Torah, sharing food with others, guests, etc.) one
says. If the beracha is said with extra concentration, a sense of
thanks to Hashem, and enthusiasm, this is all maximized. Even
though this affects the entire piece that one made the beracha
on, there is according to halacha, something unique about the
piece broken off to eat right after the Hamotze. Therefore, the
poskim mention two halachos regarding this piece:

1) One should leave over a small amount of this special piece
till the end of the meal, and it should be the last thing eaten
before bentching. This is in order to leave the taste of this
special piece lasting in one’s mouth similar to the afikoman
eaten at the end of the seder on Pesach night (2.

2) None of that special piece should be given to a gentile, bird
or animal to eat (3), unless it became dirty or stale 4 and he
will not eat in anymore.

This concludes the chapter on halachos pertaining to the
beracha of Hamotze. Let us now continue with general
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R’ Yonason Eibeschutz ZT”’L (Tiferes Yonason) would say:
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with others is viewed negatively in the eyes of the
Almighty. Chazal already teach us that one should focus
on his own defects before lambasting others. What he finds
when he “openshis eyes” just might surprisehim!
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halachos that apply to all food berachos (and some that apply to
other sorts of berachos) including Hamotze.

Saying the Beracha Loud. A beracha should be said loud
enough that the person reciting it can hear every words). Saying
it out loud helps one focus on the words with concentration and
feeling (). It also helps one to verbalize and properly articulate,
without swallowing or missing words 7). If one said the beracha
quietly it is valid as long as he said the words with his lips and at
least a slight, minimal sound came out ). If one cannot talk due
to illness, he can think the words of the beracha and then eat ).
If there are people with him who can answer Amen, he should
say the berachaloud enough for them to hear and answer (10).
Doing Something Else. While reciting a beracha one is not
permitted to do anything else such as sprinkling salt, drying the
food or one’s hands, cooling down the food, pouring a drink,
cleaning off the table, driving a car, motion to another person,
etc (11). This is not just because one cannot concentrate properly.
Even if one could concentrate, it is still forbidden because he is
showing a lack of respect in his service to Hashem by doing
something else at the same time (12). If one really needs to eat
and is in such a position that stopping the car will delay his
journey and cause him distress, he can say the beracha while
driving (13). One should try to leave early enough and not end up
in this undesirablesituation.
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“Shaul Hamelech was very tall, a physically imposing man. When Dovid Hamelech became the King of Israel and

was anointed with special oil, Chazal tell us that he physically grew in stature in order to fit into the oversized royal
garments left over by his predecessor. He literally grew a new physical form. When a Kohen Gadol is anointed with
special oil, he too, becomes a new person with a new physical form unlike his previous one. For this very reason, he
may not be v (defile) himself - even to his mother or father - since he is no longer physically connected to them.”

The Gerrer Rebbe, R’ Yitzchok Meir Alter ZT”’L (Chiddushei Harim) would say:

“The gemara (.» nN>n) teaches that haughtiness, anger, evil speech, flattery, etc. are not Jewish traits and are
comparable to idol-worship. On the other hand, one who repudiates idolatry (77t nTaya 9910) is called ‘Yehudi’ - a
Jew. It is no wonder, then, that the great Master and Tzaddik, R’ Yaakov Yitzchok of Pshischa, who steadfastly
avoided these terrible attributes, was fittingly known throughout the world as the ‘Yid Hakadosh’ - the holy Jew!”

A Wise Man would say:
“When you meet a man you judge him by his clothes. When you leave a man, you judge him by his heart.”

SPECIALMAZELTOVTOMR & MRS URIFRISCHMAN ONTHE ENG AGEMENT OF THEIR SON AVRUMITO CHANA L. KLEIN
TORAH TAVLIN IS AVAILABLE FREE OF CHARGE! TO SPONSOR/DEDICATE AN ISSUE, RECEIVE BY MAIL FOR YOUR SHUL OR
HAVE IT E-MAILED TO YOU DIRECTLY. PLEASE CALL 845-821-6200 OR SEND AN E-MAIL TO: TORAHTAVLIN@YAHOQO.COM.
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The Torah juxtaposes two important concepts right next to each other and we learn from it a great lesson. The
Lechem Hapanim (Showbreads) were displayed on the Shulchan (Table) from Shabbos to Shabbos, as the posuk states:
“Each and every Shabbos day he shall arrange it before Hashem continually.” This is immediately followed by the
story of the "95pn” - “Blasphemer” who cursed the Name of Hashem and was summarily put to death. Rashi details the
connection as follows: “(The Mekalel) went out to mock, and said, ‘It is the style of a King to eat hot, fresh bread each
day. Should He eat stale bread that is nine days old?’” As aresult of his utter lack of respect and reverence for Hashem,
the mitzvah of Lechem HaPanim and the holy Shabbos, he was forced to pay the ultimate price with his life.

An amazing incident occurred just a few years ago in the settlement of Be ’er Yaakov, which involved the great Rosh
Yeshivah, R’> Moshe Shmuel Shapiro ZT”L. Although the settlement was dominated to a certain extent by the
Yeshivah in its midst, not everyone living there was a Shomer Torah and mitzvos. Even so, most people respected the
religious Jews and never failed to show honor to R’ Moshe Shmuel. All except one man, who was virulently
anti-religious and made a point of mowing his lawn specifically on Shabbos morning. While the Shabbos observers
would head off to shul early in the morning, children in tow, dressed in their Shabbos finery, he would emerge from his
house looking like he was prepared for a full day’s work. He would loudly fire up his lawn mower and create such a
racket with the massive humming of his machine, that the idyllic peace of the town couldn’thelp but be shattered.

With a satisfied smile on his face, the man observed his own Shabbos ritual. No amount of requests, pleas and
condemnations could stop him. He was mowing his lawn - “Thave everyright todoso!” - and refused to listen to anyone.

When R’ Moshe Shmuel was informed about this brazen act of Chilul Shabbos, he felt that he must make some sort of
overture to try to talk to the man. “It’s beneath the Rosh Yeshivah’s dignity to go to this man,” he was told, but such
arguments meant little to him. The honor of the holy Shabbos was at stake here - not his own personal honor!

One Shabbos morning, as the lawn mowing operation was in high gear, R’ Moshe Shmuel approached the man’s yard
and asked to speak to him. Softly, and with a congenial tone of voice that was his trademark, he asked him to stop
making a publicdisplay of Shabbos desecration. Thehumiliation of Shabbos was too much tobear.

The man simply looked at R” Moshe Shmuel and sneered. Then, he wiped his brow and with derision oozing with
every syllable, he retorted, “Rabbi Shapiro, I don’t mix into your business - so youdon’t mix intomy business!”

The Rosh Yeshivah was appalled at the chutzpah, but he pressed his case. “Please, you don’t understand. This is not
about me or my Kavod. This is about the Kavod of the holy Shabbos. The Almighty is very strict and exacting and we
must be careful to protect the sanctity and honor of this day. It should not be taken lightly.”

The man didn’t even bother to respond to R’ Moshe Shmuel’s earnest pleading. He simply wiped his brow one more
time and then fired up his lawn mower, drowning out anyfurther argument or discussion.

R’ Moshe Shmuel turned and walked out of the man’s yard. Then, he looked back for a moment and said, “The day of
Shabbos will seek retribution for its dishonor, as it says, "PONYNOWND WY - ‘May your oppressors be pursued.” Then,
hetilted hishead and looked skyward. “Ribono Shel Olam,” he yelled out, “I did whatIcould!”

Only a few short days after Shabbos, the brazen violator endured a massive and debilitating stroke. Within weeks, the

rest of his body gave out and he died a sudden and painful death!
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M: There was once a young, newly married couple who
moved intoa newneighborhood. The first morning, as the
two were eating breakfast, the young woman sees her
neighborhangingthewashoutside.

Without thinking, she commented, “That laundry is not
very clean. Why would she hang dirty laundry outside for
alltosee?” Her husband looked on butremainedsilent.

The next morning, she again noticed the neighbor’s dirty
laundry. “She really doesn’t know how to wash correctly.
Perhaps she needs better laundry soap.” Her husband

again remained silent. This went on, day after day, for
quitesometime.

About one month later, when the young couple sat down
for their morning meal, the women was surprised to see a
nice clean wash on their neighbor’s line. Excitedly, she
told her husband, “Look, she has finally learned to wash
herlaundrycorrectly. | wonder whotaught her this?”

With a sigh, her husband responded, “Who taught her?
Nobodytaughther! I gotup earlythis morning and cleaned
ourwindows!”
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Rashi often comments that the word "wax»" - “And he
said,” indicates a soft tone of speech, one which will be
easy to receive, while ™2™ - “And he spoke,” expresses
harshness, such as a rebuke or a command that will be
difficult to accept. The root "WN" appears three times in the
first posuk of this parsha, in three different grammatical
forms, and in fact, the parsha takes its name from it. Why
does the Torah phrase the commandments which place
severe limitations on the activities of Kohanim, in such soft
tones? Wouldn’t it be appropriate to convey the seriousness
of these mitzvos by using the stronger expression "27"?

R’ Dovid Feinstein Shlit’areplies that even though the
Kohanim were restricted regarding whom they could
marry and in practices of mourning, one must assume that
they were happy to forgo these things in exchange for the
privilege of participating in the Avodah in the Mishkan, as
well as the right to eat the holy portions of various
offerings. The sacrifices theyhad tomakein their personal
lives were far outweighed by the spiritual elevation and
closeness to Hashemtheyreceived inreturn.

Later, though, when Hashem commanded Moshe
regarding the list of physical defects which disqualified a
Kohen from the service or eating from the korbonos, the
posuk states: ™ WK ONTITY TYINI LIN PINRD 1IN ON 2T
"19 XY O - “Speak to Aharon saying, a man of your
offspring throughout the generations who has a blemish
shall not come near.” (y0-82) There, Hashem uses the
harsh expression "27" (speak) because it was hard for
those Kohanimtowithdraw themselves from the closeness
to Hashem which these privileges would have brought
them, and therefore they needed to be commanded in a

strongerlanguage.
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The Yalkut Shimoni writes as follows: “MWw - Ox, in
the merit of Avrohom, as it says, ‘To the cattle Avrohom
ran.’ av3 - Sheep, in the merit of Yitzchok, as it says, ‘He
saw and it was a ram.’ 3y - Goat, in the merit of Yaakov, as
it says, ‘Take for me two good young goats’ - good for me
and good for your descendants.” A Jew is commanded to
bring sacrifices from these three animals in the merit of the
Avos - Avrohom, Yitzchok and Yaakov - who sacrificed
their entireexistences for the good of their offspring.

The Targum Yerushalmi interprets this posuk similarly,
with one notable amendment: Goats, in the merit of
Yaakov Avinu, was when he wore the hairy goat skins on
hisarmsin order totrick his father into thinking he was his
brother Esav. This is the merit? Because Yaakov deceived
his father with goat skins, we bring korbonosfrom goats?!

The answer, says the Slonimer Maggid, R’ Yehudah
Aidel ZT”’L (Afikei Yehudah), is that precisely because
Yaakov used goat skins to trick his father, was he able to
maintain his lifelong ideal of Emes, truth in his every
action! This seems to be a contradiction, but in fact,
Yaakov could have easily gone into his father’s room with
alavishly prepared meal, spoken gruffly and dishonorably
like his brother Esav would, and his father would have
never suspected a thing! Yitzchok asked Esav tocome and
here he is! But Yaakov could not talk, act or even imitate
Esav; this was the height of deception and untruthfulness.
More than that - this was not Yaakov’s way. Talk harshly?
Impossible! Thus, in order to remain “in character” and
untainted, Yaakovwasrequiredto“dressup”like Esav.

Maintaining truth in life was Yaakov’s legacy and the
merit which he bequested to his descendants. The goats
which we bring for korbonos, remind us of this legacy.

mw* FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO
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S pring is in the air and that means we are eagerly counting the days and working diligently to be worthy of Kabbolas
HaTorah. Thisis the ultimate purpose of Sefiras Haomer. Thereis a great lesson to be found in the name of this period.

R’ Matisyahu Glazerson points out that if the word "wmy" is spelled with an "N" it means “fo say” - as in 122 9INNN"
"apy. "NPav” - means “the counting of.” Sefiras Haomer can therefore be translated as “counting what is said” -
counting and measuring our words. As the weather turns warmer and we venture outdoors and shmooze with our
neighbors, now, especially, is the time to guard our tongues and watch our speech.

It’s interesting to note that our goal during Sefiras Haomer is to change ourselves from animalistic characters to human
beings. We see this from the fact that on Pesach the Korban Omer is brought which consisted of barley and is considered
animal food. On Shavuous we bring the Korban Shtei Halechem which included bread, the food of man.

When Hashem created Adam HaRishon, He blew into him a living spirit - "0»n nnw) »axanan” - which separated him
from all the animals. Rashi tells us what this spirit was: " 12710y 7" - thought and speech, particularly in that order! If you
truly wish to grow at this time, and raise yourself up from the level of an animal to a truly holy person worthy of receiving
the Torah, you must think before you speak! You must fulfill the mitzvos of 1yn oo and "MN'N NPAD - counting
your words and deciding iftheyare important, necessaryand befitting such a great and special Jewish Person as You!




