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Chazal tell us that the Y9N N7 - the generation of division, received
no share in the world-to-come, however they were still commended on
account of their unity between one another. In fact, there really was
nothing wrong with the Tower-builders' desire to hamness technology and
make a great city. The Ramban writes that part of man's mandate in this
world is to rule over the animal and plant kingdoms and to do with them
as he sees fit, to build and tear down, to work the fields and mine the
minerals of the earth. The question remains: What then was the sin of
those who built the Tower?

R' Shlomo Aviner, Shlit"a answers that the problem was that to
these people, the actual tower became an end in itself. In Hashem's
world-plan, technological advances serve a purpose only if they serve
man's spiritual advancement. The attitude of the Tower-builders was the
exact opposite. It was their belief that if a construction worker fell off the
Tower, he was expendable. However, each broken or lost brick was a
cause for mourning. This is most definitely not the Torah view and this
was their mistake.
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R' Menachem Mendel of Kotzk ZT"L would say:

"When the house is cold, one has two options. He can put on a coat or
sweater, or he can turn up the heat. The latter benefits everyone, while
the former warms only the person with the coat. Noach saved himself
and his family, but no one else. He chose to put on a coat."

R' Avrohom Twerski Shlit"a would say:

"Sheker" and "Sclimazal" always accompany one another, and Hashem
insures that the terms are strictly observed: Whatever is gained by false-
hood, will ultimately get lost with foolishness and incompetence!"

R' Yosef Dov Soloveitchik ZT"L (the Bais HaLevi) would say:
"Even if a person sins in secret, he changes the world by increasing
the presence in the world of the evil influence associated with that sin.

This, in turn, actually leads the environment to deviant behavior."
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The elderly rabbi walked up to the podium. His eyes scanned the
tremendous crowd that filled the large field and then they dimmed in
dismay. The rabbi began shaking his head in dissatisfaction. "This will
never work," he moaned dejectedly. "The rain will not come." Slowly he
left the podium. The other rabbis on the dais were shocked. "But rebbe
everyone is here and they are all united! Surely they must believe that the
rains will fall! Otherwise who would have bothered to come on a
working day!"

The rabbi shook his head slowly and sadly. "No. They don't really
believe," he stated. "Rashi brings down the Medrash which proclaims
that Noach, to a small degree, lacked faith as he only entered the ark,
#212nN M N - because of the waters of the Flood. 1t would appear
that Noach did not enter the ark until the rain forced him to."

The rabbi let out an exasperated sigh. "I scanned the entire crowd.
Nobody even brought a raincoat!"
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In the well known Rashi at the beginning of this parasha, we leam
that some sages compared Noach favorably to Avrohom, and some found
him to be unfavorable.

R' Chaim Yosef Dovid Azulai ZT"L the Chid"a, explains that in
| truth, both views can be considered correct. The Medrash Shocher Tov
relates that Avrohom asked Shem, the son of Noach, "In what merit were
you able to leave the ark?" Shem answered, "In the merit of the charity
which we performed and caring for the animals." Immediately, Avrohom
said to himself, "If such is the reward for caring for animals, how much
greater must be the reward for caring for humans!" At that moment,
Avrohom established an inn, »>wN», in Be'er Sheva for wayward
travellers to rest.

It turns out that Noach, through his son Shem, was a major influence
on Avrohom. Therefore, in that sense, Noach was really the greater of the
two, for Avrohom learned from him how to act. On the other hand,
Avrohom carried the lesson which he learned to its logical conclusion -
one must help and care for people before animals - while Noach did not.
Thus Avrohom would be considered greater.
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The famous parable is told that in a small town there was once a
severe drought. The community synagogues each prayed separately for -
rain, but to no avail. The tears and prayers failed to open up the gates of
Heaven, and for months no rain fell.

Finally, the town's eldest sage held a meeting with prominent
community rabbis and lay leaders. "There are two items lacking in our
approach, faith and unity. Each one of you must impress upon his
congregation the need to believe. If we are united and sincere, our
prayers will be answered!" He declared that all the synagogues in the city
would join together for a day of fefillah. Everyone, men women and
children would join together for this event. "I assure you," he exclaimed,
"that if we meet both criteria - faith and unity - no one will leave that
prayer service without getting drenched!"

There was no shul large enough to contain the entire community so
the date was set to gather and daven in a field! For the next few weeks all
the rabbis spoke about bitachon - faith and achdus - unity. On the
designated day the entire town gathered in a large field whose crops had
long withered from the severe drought. Men, women, and children all
gathered and anxiously awaited the old sage to begin the service.
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