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Rashi explains the posuk in the following cryptic manner: “Let us go to
seek against (Yosef) proper conspiracies to put him to death." According to
this, the word "Dosan” is referring to the conspiracies of the brothers.
However, being that there really was a place called "Dosan” where the
brothers had actually gone, why must Chazal look for alternative
interpretations of the meaning of this posuk?

R' Shaul Katzenellenbogen ZT"L answers with a question: We are
taught 7P R MmN MO - "Messengers to do a mitzvah will not be
harmed." If so, how could Yosef, who was on his way to do his father's
bidding, have been physically injured and sold into slavery by his brothers?
However, Yaakov's original request of Yosef was that he go to Shechem to
check on his-brothers and they, in anticipation of Yaakov's concern for their
well-being, knew that he would be coming to Shechem. Therefore, they
went elsewhere - to Dosan - knowing their father wouldn't think to look for
them there, ~ut where they could mount a surprise attack on their unwitting
brother, Yos=f. By going to Dosan, Yosef would not be actually performing
his father's request, while the brother's sole intention for going there was to
conspire against him harm, without him being protected as a msn Now.
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R' Elchonon Wasserman ZT"L HY"D would say:

"It is conceivably possible that the gentile accusations of 'Blood libels' in
years past, were the punishment for the deceitful behavior of the brothers
who dipped Yosef's coat into the blood of a goat and then brought it to
Yaakov to identify as the coat of his favorite son!"

A Wise Man once said:
"Perfection is achieved, not when there is nothing more to add, but when
there is nothing left to take away!"

R' Yitzchok Hutner ZT"L would say:

"A person who tries to keep everything about himself hidden, will not
have close friends. Building a relationship with others requires one to open
up to another in self-disclosure."
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likeness was the image that Hashem engraved on His Heavenly throne.
Why? Because Hashem knew that one day there will be no one left who
will have a true Jewish appearance and when He would want to see what a
real Jew looks like, He would be able to stare at the image of Yaakov."

R' Meir turned and pleaded sincerely. "Listen to me, Rogatchover
Gaon. There will come a time when no one will remember what a real,
true Jew should lookike. Times are changing unfortunately, and images
of honest, G-d-fearing Jews will be hard to come by. Please," R' Meir said
in a tone that was purely irresistable, "Allow these people to take your
picture and record your image for posterity. The world must see in the
future what Jews were meant to look like!"

The Rogatchover was impressed with this logic and yielded to the
younger rabbi's wisdom, and because of this, we have his picture today.
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Chazal tell us that Yosef, in informing his father of his brother's
seemingly sinful deeds so that he could reprimand them and help them
correct their ways, nevertheless, was incorrect in his assessment. He
should have foreseen that instead of correcting their faults, he would cause
resentment and hatred against himself. Explains R' Henoch Lebowitz
Shlit"a, Yosef was the brilliant son who had already mastered all of
Yaakov's Torah and thought himself to be well-versed in worldly matters,
as well. However, knowledge alone was not enough to protect him from
this error. His youthful inexperience interfered with his ability to foresee
and understand the ramifications of his actions.

A genius-level 1.Q. does not guarantee that a person will choose the
proper mode of conduct. While a razor-sharp mind is certainly a valuable
asset in making correct decisions, there is a second component which is
equal, if not more valuable than the first: Mature insight gained from life's
experiences. Yosef was seventeen years old at the time and thus the Torah
considered him relatively lacking in experience. This lack of developed
insight is applicable at any age. Even an older person can have a narrow,
short-sighted perspective that prevents him from anticipating the
consequences of his actions. But if the brilliant Yosef could err, we can
definitely be subject to the same kind of mistake. To avoid this, we must
seek the counsel and advice of Torah scholars and our Gedolei Hador.
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At a gathering of the great leaders of European Jewry in the early part
of the 20th century, a roving photographer circulated around the large
meeting hall and snapped pictures of the great Rabbonim, Roshei Yeshiva
and Chassidishe Rebbes. This was in the days prior to modern-day snap
cameras and in order to take a picture, one had to set up the entire
apparatus on a tripod. This would allow anyone who did not wish his
picture taken, to easily avoid the camera. The great Rogatchover Gaon,
R' Yosef Rosen ZT"L, was one those people who repeatedly went out of
his way to avoid being caught on camera.

Observing the Gaon's obvious attempts to turn away from the camera's
lens, the Lubliner Rov, R' Meir Shapiro ZT"L, was amused, but also a
bit disappointed. Boldly, he approached the Rogatchover. "Permit me to
suggest that the great Gaon has overlooked a Medrash," he pointed out
with reverence.

The Rogatchover was startled. "What Medrash are you referring to?"
he asked, surprised at the notion that with all his renowned knowledge and
erudition in Torah, he might have forgotten something.

R' Meir Shapiro smiled at him. "The Medrash states that when the wife
of Potiphar attempted to seduce Yosef Hatzaddik, he saw the likeness of
his father Yaakov and was able to tear himself away from her. This same
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