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The following shaila - query, was asked: Must one give charity to enable the
poor to buy something that the giver himself needs? For example, if one rents,
rather than owns, a home, must he give charity to help a poor bride and groom
buy a home for themselves?

R' Moshe Feinstein ZT'"L, in Igros Moshe, rules that the posuk in this
week's parsha, »oy srn ... 1 npwnnw - "Strengthen him . . . so that he may live
with you," answers this question. One should always try to strengthen a poor
and downtrodden person but one is not obligated to strengthen him to the point
that the poor man can live better than he himself does. We see this clearly from
the gemara ( . 20 ywy1p). The gemara says, if two people are traveling in the
desert and one has water enough for only one person, R' Akiva says he should
not share his water but rather keep the water for himself even if his companion
will die. Why? Rabbi Akiva says, "So that he may live with you" - your life
comes first. If he shares the water, his friend will not live with him, as the both
of them will not survive. Ben Peturah disagrees and says that the man with the
water should share with his friend. His reason may be that Ben Peturah only
disagrees with R' Akiva on the question of whether one is permitted to sacrifice
his life for a mitzva in a situation where halachah does not obligate him to do
so. R' Akiva would hold that one may not do so, while Ben Peturah would hold
that one should do so.
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R' Simcha Zissel Ziv ZT"L (Alter of Kelm) would say:

"See the incredible power of one's words. A person can take an animal and
proclaim it to be a ;05 ya7p. Now, if a kohen were to sacrifice it in a npo -
unclean, manner, he is n95 29n - his life is cut short!"

R' Shlomo Hakohen of Radomsk ZT"L (Tiferes Shlomo) would say:

"The Korban Pesach is the only time-specific mitzva in the entire Torah for
which we are given a second chance. The Final Redemption will follow the
same pattern: When the Jewish people will relentlessly and unceasingly
implore Hashem that He send them Moshiach, the Redemption will occur."

A Wise Man would say:

"The only people with whom you should try to get even with are those who
have helped you!"
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"What is it?" Mr. Sachs said, "I will personally bring your request to the
Rabbi."

"Well, do you see that tree in the corner of the yard over there? It used to
have very good apples, but for the last year or so, it hasn't produced any at all.
Since the Rabbi gave a blessing to all the other trees, perhaps he could give
that tree an extra blessing too." Mr. Sachs translated her request to the Rebbe
in Yiddish, and he eagerly agreed. He turned around and said in Hebrew, "May
this tree bring forth good fruits."

That fall, a number of months later, the gabbai - sexton, came into the
Rebbe's room carrying a large basket full of bright red apples. He explained
that the same non-Jewish woman had come by and left this basket of fruit with
a message: "Please tell the Grand Rabbi that all these apples are from that
barren apple tree he blessed! Thank you so much!"
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The question that Rashi poses, 130 90 8N N Yy N - "What is the
connection between Shemitah and Har Sinai?" is familiar to most of us.
R' Aryeh Leibush Chorif ZT"L, gives his own interpretation of this query.
He explains that the central idea of shemitah is to implant within us the
concept that Hashem constantly guides and controls the affairs of the world.
The clearest proof is that Hashem commanded us not to work our fields during
the seventh year, and that He sustains us with all our needs throughout this
year and throughout its implicit extension into the following year. This concept
of Hashem's direct Providence negates the notion of certain p>p1poN -
Heretics, who contend that it is inappropriate for Hashem to occupy Himself
with the mundane pursuits of this world. He remains in the upper echelons of
Heaven where He controls the universe from a distance. The Torah teaches us
otherwise. Dovid Hamelech states in Tehillim (yn-»p), "Who is like Hashem
our G-d, Who is enthroned on high yet descends to look upon the heaven and
the earth.” Hashem’s primary interest is the happenings of this world. Chazal
tell us, the entire universe was created for the sake of Klal Yisroel. This
clearly demonstrates that Hashem’s humility goes hand in hand with His glory.

A similar lesson was taught at Matan Torah. The hill chosen by Hashem for
His revelation was Har Sinai, one of the lowest in the world, to teach us that
Torah and humility go together. The mitzva that demonstrates Hashem’s
humility is therefore prefaced with the words 1vy>p 903, the actual place
where Hashem originally taught this trait to Ki/al Yisroel.
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In the early 1900's, one of the great Chassidishe dynasties was supplanted on
American shores. R' Pinchos Halevi Horowitz ZT"L, upon the advice of his
sagacious uncle, the Llelover Rebbe ZT"L, traveled to America and
established a Beis Medrash in the teeming metropolis, although not as-of-yet
thriving Jewish community, of Boston, Massachusettes. He was wise and kind
and his chassidim and myriad followers came to love him dearly.

In the neighborhood in Boston where the Bostoner Rebbe lived, there were
no fruit trees. Each year, R' Pinchos would send out messengers to search for an
ideal place where he, his family, and his Chassidim could make the annual
blessing for the newly sprouted fruit trees. One year, after a bit of scouting, they
all went to a city named Allston, which was then quite new and green. They
drew up in front of a house that had a large plot of land, with what seemed to be
fruit trees inside a tall surrounding fence. One of the drivers, Mr. Israel Sachs,
of blessed memory, went in to ask permission for the Rebbe and his entourage
to enter and say a special Jewish blessing over the trees. The man of the house
wasn't in, but his wife, a good Italian Catholic woman, was quite gracious, and
she said, "Of course, by all means!"

R' Pinchos got out of the car, and followed by a procession of his Chassidim,
entered the gate. They said their blessing, and prepared to leave, happy to have
done their mitzva. When Mr. Sachs went over to thank the kind hostess, she
asked him, "Could you please ask the Grand Rabbi for a special favor?"
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