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 (à-ãì) úøáù øùà íéðåùàøä úåçåìä ìò åéä øùà íéøáãä úà 'åëå éúáúëå
     If we were asked to characterize the greatness of Moshe Rabbeinu, we 

would find ourselves at a loss for words; we would be afraid to say a thing. 

But the Torah does so, says R' Shmuel Weintraub ZT"L, and identifies 

Moshe's pinnacle of greatness and glory: 'And for all the great might and 

awesome power that Moshe displayed before all Israel.' (áé-ãì íéøáã) Rashi 

explains this to refer to when Moshe broke the úåçåì in front of the people's 

eyes, and Hashem consented to the idea, as it says,  øùà íéðåùàøä úåçåìä"
"úøáù - "The first tablets that you broke" - meaning, "You are commended 

for breaking them." This is the greatest praise of a faithful servant, who 

does not only perform the great and exalted deeds, but who never limits his 

efforts, even when they involve doing the unpleasant deeds. 

     Too often, we find that much of what we do is less than optimal, part of 

our routine and habitual behavior, that we continue along because we feel 

trapped, swept by the current without strength to oppose it. We find it 

difficult to stop, change direction, and "break the luchos!" Each of us should 

carefully examine himself and see to what extent he finds himself stuck in a 

routine, locked in a path of distress, and then rise up to the challenge and 

change his situation before calamity strikes. This is the pinnacle of 

greatness, for which one receives a blessing directly from Hashem Himself.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

.....øîåà äéä àåä
In the Sefer Siach Sarfei Kodesh it states:

     "Just like a blind or lame man should not be called up to read a section of 

the Torah dealing with blind or lame people, like the halachah states, 

similarly, only a Levi can be called to read the story of the Golden Calf, for 

only the Levi'im were completely innocent of that sin."

A Wise man once said:

     "Excellence can be achieved if you risk more than others think is safe, 

love more than others think is wise, dream more than others think is 

practical, and expect more than others think is possible."

R' Levi Yitzchok of Berditchev ZT"L would say:

     "Feel joy when serving the Almighty - and then feel joy that you felt joy 

in serving the Almighty!"                                                                             
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and incitement against the Polish government.

     The Bobover Rebbe was hurriedly consulted as to how to defend 

against such blatant, nonsensical accusations. R' Ben-Zion advised, "When 

the defendent goes on trial, bring a book of matches that has the seal of 

Poland on the cover, but take out all but one match. When you see the 

judge take out a cigarette, offer him a light." 

     Some time later, at the trial, the defendant did as the Rebbe said. As 

was common in those areas, the judge would casually smoke throughout 

the proceedings. As soon as he took out a cigarette, the Jewish lawyer 

approached and handed the judge the book containing the one single 

match. Then he  watched as the judge lit his pipe and threw away the 

empty matchbook, seal and all. The defense counsel pointed this out to the 

judge, and the charges were dismissed.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

TORAH GEMS
(ãì-ì) 'åëå äðáìçå úìçùå óèð íéîñ êì ç÷ äùî ìà 'ä øîàéå

     The úøè÷ is an offering of spices burned on the altar twice a day, 

which gives off a most wonderful fragrance. Rashi tells us that one of the 

spices listed is "äðáìç" which on its own has a very foul odor. However, 

when combined with the ketores it enhances the aroma to give a good 

fragrance. From this chazal learn a lesson that sinners should be included 

with the community in its prayers. Thus, the ketores expresses the idea of 

Jewish unity, that everyone - the righteous and the sinner - has a share in 

the service of Hashem.

     R' Reuven Semah Shlit"a points out that the Torah tells us to mix the 

äðáìç into the ketores in order to have a nice smell and to enhance the 

smell of the rest of the spices. However, the Torah does not suggest that 

we mix the ketores into the chelbenah, for that would ruin the ketores and 

the good smell that is there, but rather vice versa. We see clearly the idea 

that the Torah wants Bnei Yisroel to incorporate the sinners within the 

people in order to improve them, but not that the people should join in 

with the sinners. That would be the worst thing one could do and the 

equivalent of taking the ketores and blending it into the spice called 

chelbenah. For this reason, we have been forbidden by our gedolim to 

participate in Reform and Conservative prayers or meetings, however, we 

accept with open arms all Jews who wish to join us, with the prayer that 

we all become united in serving Hashem in the proper manner.
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 úåöîì íòè ùé úîàá íà éøä ,ïéáäì êéøöå .ë"ò ",ä÷åç - øçàì ìáà äøôä
 äàá äøôäù øàáúð éøäã ,ãåòå ?íãà ìëî ä"á÷ä åîéìòä òåãî ,äîåãà äøô

?÷åçì øáãä áùçð òåãîå ,éìëù íòè äì ùé ë"àå ,ìâòä äùòî ìò øôëì
 äîá àåä ÷åçä úîàáù ,óñåé øàá 'ñá ,ì"öæ èðìñ óñåé ø"åîâäì äàøðå     

 ïáåî äðéàù øáã äæ éë íéàîè úøäèîå íéøåäè äàîèî äîåãà äøôäù
 àøåáä ïåöøù íåùî àéä íòèä úîìòä úáéñù øîåì ïëúé íðîà .íãà íåùì
 éôì äåîúå åúòã éôì øæ øáãä øùàë íâ úåöîä úà íéé÷ì íãàä úà ìéâøäì
 øæ àåäù ììëå èøôä ééçá òøåàî ìëî ìòôúäì àìù íãàä ìâøúé æ"éò .åìëù

 êëá .ä"á÷ä ìù åðéã úãî øçà øäøäì íåìùå ñç àáé àìå ,åéðéòá äåîúå
 .íìåòá åúâäðäå 'ä éëøã ïéáäìå âéùäì åðéúìåëéá ïéàù äðåîàä åðá ùøùåú

 ìòå íãà éðá ìò äéæäì ,òåá÷ ïôåàá äøôàá úåùîúùääå äøôä äùòî åðééäå
 äæå - àîèäìî åîöò úà òðîäì ìëåéù ìàøùéî íãà èòîë ïéà ïëù - íäéìë
 íùë éë ,íìåòä úâäðäá íéäåîú íéøáãî ìòôúé àìù ìàøùé ùéà ìò ìòåô

.åéúåâäðä ïéáäìå 'ä éëøã ìë âéùäì ïéà íâ êë ,'ä é÷åç ïéáî ìëùä ïéàù
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 íéðáì ïîéñ....úåáà äùòî                     
(àé-áì) 'åëå êîòá êôà äøçé 'ä äîì øîàéå åé÷ìà 'ä éðô úà äùî ìçéå

     In the early part of the twentieth century, Galicia, in the southern 

section of Poland, was well-known as a hot-bed of chassidim and their 

holy and spiritual Rebbes. One of the most renowned during that time was 

R' Ben-Zion Halberstam ZT"L, the Bobover Rebbe, who was a great-

grandson of the great R' Chaim Halberstam ZT"L, the Sanzer Rov. The 

Rebbe, R' Ben-Zion, was one of the major and most respected leaders in 

all of Galicia, and was at once a chassidic Rebbe, town rabbi, and head of 

a large network of yeshivos. His chassidim ranged in the thousands and he 

was beloved by all as a true ìàøùé áäåà - Lover of all Jews, and especially 

the children. He also was noted as a miracle worker and composer of 

beautiful chassidishe melodies which are still sung today, and for giving 

sage advice to Jews in trouble. 

     The story is told about his legendary wisdom and his ability to defend 

his people, that once a Jew entered an official Polish government building. 

Not knowing that he was being watched or that he was doing anything 

illegal, he accidentally stepped on a piece of paper that contained a replica 

of the official seal of the Polish state. Immediately and gleefully, 

government agents were called in and the poor man was arrested. After 

many attempts by local Jewish leaders to determine the cause for his 

arrest, it was learned that the young man was to be charged with sedition 
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