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‘D'WTJ}: The call of "y > - “Why should we be left out?”
is a clarion call in each person’s daily life. We see things
taking place in the world that we are not a part of, i.e. people
giving great amounts of charity; people finishing masechta
after masechta; people opening up their homes to guests and

A SERICS IN HALACHA
LIVING A ’TORAI1” DAY

Forgotten and Little Known Halachos and Customs (33)
The Mitzvah of Tzitzis (cont.): Positioning and Beracha. As
mentioned previously, before putting on one’s Talis, a person
should check the strings to make sure none are ripped or tangled.
After checking that the strings are all intact and have not been
snapped off, he should unfold the 7alis and hold it behind his
body in preparation to wrap himself up in the Talis (1). He then
gives a quick look at the two sets of strings that are on top - those
that will end up in front of him 2. The ten knots in those two
Tzitzis are to remind him of the ten sefiros (spiritual emanations)
- ways that Hashem runs the world They are: ,n»2 ;790 M5
00N o M0 NN nxon ;nad Ton. The 16 strings and 10
knots totalling 26, are to remind him of the Name of Hashem -
11~ - which also totals 26, and denotes Rachamim - the mercy
of Hashem and the fact that He recreates the whole universe on a
constant basis 3). Then, while holding the 7alis up in this position,
he recites the beracha: "mN1qOYNNY VXY PN VY TP WN'.
Two Ways to Pronounce the Last Word of the Beracha.
Most Poskim 4 hold that one should pronounce the last word of
the beracha with the pasach (nn9) sound: syy¥a. This denotes a
certain type of Tzitzis, namely the blue thread of Techeles, which
was made from the Chilazon, the sea creature from which a blue
dye was derived in the ancient past. Even though most people do
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Talmidei Chachamim. One must look around and demand,
“Why am I left out of these good deeds? Why shouldn’t I be
a part of these great acts of kindness, of mitzvos, of Torah?”
If one is sincere in his “complaint,” undoubtedly Hashem
will give him the opportunity to “make it up” in the future.
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not wear Techeles in their Tzitzis (some have a kabbalah to do so
- most do not), the sages kept the beracha this way in order that
the individual should constantly remember the Techeles and
what it stands for. The bluish color of Techeles is to remind a Jew
of the blue sea, the sky and the Almighty’s throne of glory, and
that Hashem monitors all of his actions and judges him. Other
poskim, however, including the Mishna Berura () hold that
since we do not have the real Techeles in this day and age, the
correct way to say the beracha is with a shevo (Xw) sound:
m¥a. Once he has completed the beracha, he immediately dons
his Talis and wraps it around himself.

Preferable Way to Put on One’s Talis. The gemara ) tells us
that the proper way to wrap oneself in his 7alis is @Oy NBOYI
- like the garment wrapping of the Arabs. One raises the bottom
of his 7alis to about the height of his waist and then wraps his
body from the waist up 7). The top of the Talis is brought down
over his eyes to the level of the mouth (another version says to
the top of the eyes ). Then, one takes the four corners of the
Talis and throws them over his left shoulder (according to the
other version it must also cover his chin and mouth), leaving the
majority of his body wrapped in the Talis. He remains still in this
position for 3 seconds (rwax "7 o0 ¥19) and only then says the
few posukim of " Trm OPON T " found in most siddurim.
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R’ Yechiel Michel of Drohovitch ZT”’L (Zhlotchover Maggid) would say:

“It is my custom to begin davening very late in the day. I learned this from Shevet Dan. The Torah tells us that
when the Jewish people traveled through the desert, Shevet Dan went last, behind all the others. Their job was to pick
up and return all the lost items that their brethren had dropped along the way. On the spiritual level, their function
was to elevate all the prayers that had been uttered without the proper intentions. I am just following their example.”

Chid’a, Chacham Chaim Yosef Dovid Azulai ZT”’L (Nachal Kedumim) would say:

“Miriam was afflicted with Tzara’as (leprosy) because she spoke negatively about her brother Moshe. Aharon implored
his brother to pray on her behalf and Moshe cried out to Hashem: ‘Please, Lord, please heal her.” Moshe used the word 'NY
(please) two times for he knew that the secret to an answered prayer is to use this word twice. The gematriya of 'NY two
times is equal to that of the Angel Michael (55151 Dy S8>1) who brings our prayers before Hashem. For this reason, later
when Moshe was imploring Hashem to allow him to enter into the Holy Land, he said, ‘Please allow me to pass.." but
before he could utter the second ‘please,” Hashem cut him off and said, ‘Do not continue to talk to me about this.””

A Wise Politician once said:

“Achieving success also has its drawbacks. The worst part of success is ng to find someone who is happy for you!”
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For many years of his life, R’ Isser Zalman Meltzer ZT”’L was known to walk the same route to and from Yeshivas
Eitz Chaim, located on Rechov Yaffo in Jerusalem, where he was the Rosh Yeshivah, to his home in the Nachlaot
neighborhood. It was a walk that he took daily, rain or shine, and the neighbors along the route were used to seeing the
great Tzaddik walk past their homes on a regular basis. The route would take him across the central Yaffo street, through
the winding maze and frenetic activity of the market stalls of Machane Yehudah, and past a few more small Jerusalem streets
until he reached his house. It was the shortest route between the two distances and the only deviation R’ Isser Zalman
would allow from time to time, would be to walk across the street near the market square. When asked by his talmidim
why he needed to cross the street, especially for a weak elderly man who found walking difficult, R’ Isser Zalman at first
gave no answer. Eventually they found out the reason: Chickens used to run back and forth along the short route, looking
for food, and R’ Isser Zalman was concerned that if he got in their way, he would disturb their eating. He said, “I have no
right to disturb the chickens.” Even when people tried to argue that his weakness took precedence over the bird’s
inconvenience, he remained unmoved. He stuck to his opinion and continued to cross the street when necessary.

On one occasion, however, R’ Isser Zalman, accompanied by his student and study partner, R’ Dovid Finkel, did not
take his regular route home. It was a hot day in late spring and the Rosh Yeshivah had just finished giving his shiur. ToR’
Dovid’s surprise, instead of cutting through Machane Yehudah as they did every single day, R* Isser Zalman continued
walking along Yaffo street until he had circumvented the entire market area. It took them well out of their way and for the
elderly Rosh Yeshivah, it was not an easy walk.

R’ Dovid understood that his Rebbi did not act without good reason. R’ Isser Zalman was a man of strong principles
and structure. Surely, there was a reason he wished to walk this way. The student attempted to inquire of his master.

The sun was beating down heavily in the midday heat and R’ Isser Zalman was breathing heavily. Nevertheless, he
dismissed his student’s question with a wave of his hand. “It’s not important. Let us just walk this way since we are here
already anyway.” Rebbi and Talmid continued on their way.

But R’ Dovid was pained to see his Rebbi laboring so much and asked again if it was not wiser for them to walk
through the “shuk” (marketplace) like they always did. Once again, R’ Isser Zalman responded that it was no big deal and
they should just continue on their way as if nothing was unusual. But it was clear that something was unusual and R’
Dovid felt that in the interest of studying his holy master’s ways, he needed to know why they had taken such a long route.

Finally, R’ Isser Zalman stopped walking and looked at his student. “I see you will not let this go, so let me explain. It
is now the height of the season and a great many of the fruit and vegetable merchants are displaying their luscious and ripe
watermelons. Over the next few days, the marketplace will be virtually flooded with the most delicious and appealing
melons for sale. However, the gemara is very explicit when it states: ‘It is forbidden for a man to stand about in his
neighbor’s field when the corn is in the ear (ripe).’ (2 X7n2 822) The reason being that one should not damage another
person’s crop by gazing at it and casting an ayin hara (evil eye) on it.”

With the insolence of youth, R’ Dovid responded with immediate surprise. “Yes, but that is when they are still in the
fields. Here, though, the vendors are displaying their produce because they want people to look at it. How else would they
be able to sell anything if they didn’t put their wares out on the tables for people to peruse?”

R’ Isser Zalman nodded in agreement to his student’s quick outburst. “Yes, yes, you are certainly correct,” said the
Rebbi to his student, “but in our case, we are not walking past these stalls in order to buy any melons. Therefore, to avoid

the possibility of an ayin hara, we really should not be walking this way in the first place. That’s why I felt we should

walk around today.”

2T 93T o Dwn

(-1) 151 TIPS ‘M 130 DN 2R m0aS Phas Mad 0N wesd oONGBR LMIN TN FISTR DWINT 1NN

Swn: A man in Bnei Brak owned a book store and eked out
a modest living. One day, though, he managed to make a
huge sale and earned a great deal of money, enough to
support him and his entire family for a full year.

That very day, he was walking past Yeshivas Chachmei
Lublin in Bnei Brak. The day was warm and the windows
were open, and the sweet sound of young boys studying
Torah wafted out into the street. The book seller stopped in
his tracks and listened for some time. Then he came close
to the window and peered inside. What he saw brought

tears to his eyes: rows of young children and teenage boys
learning Torah with zeal and enthusiasm.

Suddenly he broke down and cried, “What am I doing
with my life? These children are learning Torah and
becoming Talmidei Chachamim. 'y 71> - why am I any
worse than them that I should not be spending my days in
the Beis Medrash?”

Right then and there, he made up his mind: he stopped
working and just learned Torah for the entire year, living off
the great profit he made from that one deal.

On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply feeds & clothes Shomer Shabbos Jews in Eretz Yisroel with zero overhead
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The parsha and commandment of Pesach Sheini is
unique. One who was unable to fulfill the mirzvah of
sacrificing the Korban Pesach in its proper time on Erev
Pesach, would now have a second opportunity to bring it
thirty days later. Indeed, Korban Pesach is a phenomenon
unlike other mitzvos, that it allows for a second opportunity
if one was unable to fulfill it the the first time. Why is
Korban Pesach singled out in this regard?

The Torah relates, answers R’ Aizik Ausband ZT’L,
how after Nadav and Avihu, the two eldest sons of Aharon,
died as a result of entering the Mishkan unlawfully,
Mishael and Eltzafan, their cousins, were tasked with the
removal and burial of their bodies. Surely they understood
that as a result of doing these acts of kindness, they were
becoming tamei (impure), and would be disqualified from
bringing the Korban Pesach. And yet they did it anyway!

We must take a moment to appreciate the great
anticipation that Klal Yisroel had built up to offer once again
(the first time was in Egypt) the Korban Pesach, the sacrifice
which symbolized their Geulah, their redemption from
slavery, and the catalyst which enabled them to become the
“Chosen Nation.” Yet, Mishael and Eltzafan, upon receiving
orders, willingly and selflessly carried out their task.

Perhaps, offers R’ Aizik, it is in this merit that all those
who became - and would become in the future - famei,
were granted the opportunity to offer a Pesach Sheini, a
second Korban Pesach. It was the self-sacrifice on display
that provided the merit. In addition, the Torah dedicates a
complete parsha to this topic so we may learn from this
great act of respect for one another. In stark contrast to this,
were the days of Sefirah, when the disciples of Rabbi
Akiva - all 24,000 - were lost due to the lack of such
behavior and the failure to respect one another. We must
learn from here the importance of y9an5 OTX P2 MNN.
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“It is not possible for the building of the Bais HaMikdash
to take place at night, for it is said, ‘On the day that the
Mishkan was set up’ - during the day it is set up, during the
night it is not set up. Therefore it is not possible.” (30 mynv)
Many commentators explain that night and day are to be
understood in a figurative sense. In Yalkut Eliezer, a new
explanation for “night” is provided. It refers to a period of
time when “night” - darkness - prevails over the Jewish
community. People do not understand and appreciate the
“light” of Torah and live in a funk of blackness, ignorance
and dark impressions. If a person can bring light to his
atmosphere by studying Torah for the sake of Heaven and
to illuminate his “night” to be like “day” with the joy and
enlightenment of Torah - he will merit that the Shechinah -
within the confines of the Temple itself - will be with him.

However, writes R’ Yehoshua Heschel Rabinowitz
ZT”L (Yalkut Yehoshua), there is to be derived from here
another moral application from the difference between night
and day. Perfection of the soul (vayn nmw»dw) which is
attained from Torah study and prayer can only be achieved
through simcha (joy), which creates a lasting and deep
impression upon one’s soul. Torah study and prayer
conducted in a spirit of melancholy, however, will not bear
fruit. In fact, it will be counter- productive.

In the words of the prophets, every Jew is called a
“Temple of Hashem.” It is up to each and every individual
to build up and beautify his or her own “Temple.” Thus,
“day” often awakens joy, while “night” often awakens
gloom. This, then, is what Chazal are teaching us and it is
our moral lesson. When one strives to perfect the structure
of his own Temple, he should be mindful that the building
of his personal Temple cannot take place at “night” i.e. in
sadness and gloom, but only during the “day” - only with
joy and light will he be able to establish it.

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO
(3-N) ... TS 22N BN o7 92 1IN MR NDINn

Moshe Rabbeinu feels “overwhelmed” and “unqualified” to take care of the myriad needs of Klal Yisroel. He tells Hashem:
“Did I give birth to this nation?” The Seforno comments that we see from these words a great principle. A father is the
master of his home and family even when his children are completely different from one another, because they all know that
he loves them equally and only wants what is best for each one. Moshe Rabbeinu, too, wished that the nation would see him as
a father figure and trust him implicitly because he truly cared for them all. But this special relationship - this NATURAL love
and trust - is reserved for a parent. No matter what a child will do, a parent will still love his/her child. This natural bond is very
important for the health and emotional development of a child who needs the security that comes with the feeling that, “My
mother and my father truly love and care about me.” Without it, a child can feel deprived, unworthy, unloved and worthless.

Although this is a NATURAL feeling, parents today are so busy and overwhelmed, overtired and overburdened, that
often our children do not FEEL loved even though if you would ask their parents if they love them, they would surely say
they do. WE, as parents must not only love our children, but we must make sure that our children FEEL our love. It is true
that it is very difficult to be a parent these days but I would venture to say that it is a lot harder being a kid!!

Let us take out the time every day to tell our children with words, and show them with actions and deeds, how much we
love and care about them. In this way we will tighten the natural bond that is in the heart of every parent.




