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The Hebrew words that are written in the posuk "Y1 %9 NN MY -
"he camped before the city” can also be translated in the literal sense of
the words, "he beautified the face of the city.” The gemara (.32 nav) offers
three interpretations of how Yaakov beautified the city of Shechem: (1) he
introduced coinage; (2) he built bathhouses; (3) he established public
squares. From where does the gemara see that Yaakov beautified the city
of Shechem in those three ways?

R' Yeshayah Horowitz ZT"L the Shela"h Hakadosh, explains this
unusual statement of the gemara in the following manner: When the
posuk tells us "OOw APy RW - "Yaakov arrived whole," Rashi comments
that he was, "whole in body, whole financially, and whole in his Torah
learning." Yaakov shared this »mnow» - "wholeness” with the people of
Shechem. He was whole financially, so he introduced coinage to improve
their financial dealings; he was whole in body, so he built bathhouses to
improve their health; and he was whole in Torah, so he built public
squares as places to spread the word of Hashem.
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R' Meir of Premishlan ZT"L would say:
"Master of the Universe! If it is not yet time to gather in the flock and
take it to Eretz Yisrael, at least give it bountiful pastures in which to
graze."

R' Yisroel Salanter ZT"'L would say:
"If a person will spend his time ensuring that nothing breaks, the
necessary repairs will then take care of themselves!"

R' Menachem Mendel of Kotzk ZT"L would say:

"Chazal tell us that a Talmid Chacham should have an eighth of an
eighth of conceit. The problem is that some Talmidei Chachomim are very
poor in mathematics!" - _
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retrieve them. It is a wonder," asked R' Pinchos. "why would Yaakov
bother to expose himself by going back alone just to pick up a few small
jars and containers?"

The group waited expectantly for the rabbi's reply. "The answer is
quite simple and quite obvious," said the Rov. "Yaakov heard that Esav
was coming to him and he knew that he would have to offer him a drink.
But when he found out that Esav had with him four hundred men and he
would have to ply each and every one with enough liquor to satisfy him,
he hurried back, alone and unprotected, to retrieve those extra jars and
glasses that he left behind!"

R' Pinchos looked directly at the rude man and said, "Had I known
that "Esav" was coming, I would have surely done my utmost to provide
adequate glasses and alcohol!"
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Yaakov and the angel of Esav were locked in mortal combat the entire
night, with neither one gaining the upper hand. Finally, the angel
displayed the prophecy showing the future leaders of Bnei Yisroel
sinning. This upset Yaakov enough to cause his momentary lapse and to
enable the angel to injure him on the thigh. The question is, why did the
ange! choose to show the iniquities of the leaders of Israel? Wouldn't
Yaakov have been more moved and shaken had he seen the future
destruction of the Beis Hamikdosh or the harsh exiles and suffering of his
children, rather than just their leaders' misdeeds?

Answers R' Henoch Leibowitz Shlit"a that the angel of Esav
understood that the true key to the survival of the Jewish people is its
leaders, and that the greatest tragedy for Bnei Yisroel is a weakening in
its leadership. The specter of this occurence shook Yaakov more than any
other possible disaster. After a physical tragedy, we have the capability to
regroup and rebuild. But the leaders of Israel are the foundations of our
future and if they are to falter, Heaven forbid, we could never rebuild.
Our leaders have the responsibility of imparting the letter and the spirit of
Torah and halachah to all future generations. Since they serve as role
models as well, their slightest indiscretion can harm the nation eternally.
Yaakov Avinu was keenly aware of this and the angel's strategy worked
successfully to attack this sensitivity.
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In the city of Frankfurt, about two hundred years ago, an undercurrent
of "enlightenment" infected many inhabitants of the city. During this
period of time, R' Pinchos Halevi Horowitz ZT"L, the famous Ba'al
Hafla'ah, held the rabbinical seat in the city. A number of the city's
intellectuals and prominent lay-leaders came to him,arguing that the time
was right for effecting new changes in the religious practices of the city of
Franfurt.

The Rov had heard about the groups's intentions and was expecting
their visit. He greeted them hospitably and asked his wife to bring in cake
and some drinks for the guests. R' Pinchos lived modestly and therefore,
could only afford a few bottles of wine and some small glasses to drink
from. One of the guests, a man who enjoyed drinking a bit too much, was
put off by his host's lack of alcoholic supply, and belligerently commented
to the rabbi, "You know, the Talmud states that a man can be
distinguished "Y0\227 - by his glass - or in your case, lack of it!"

The entire group enjoyed a laugh at the Rov's expense, until R' Pinchos
answered him. "In the Torah it states that when Yaakov Avinu tranferred
over his entire family and possessions to the other side of the river to
escape from his brother Esav, he returned alone. Rashi explains that
Yaakov had forgotten some small jars on the other side and went to
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