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decree to be annulled!” Indeed, he lived to a ripe old age.

“wna: The Skulener Rebbe, R’ Eliezer Zisha Portugal
ZT”L would tell people, “This story represents the
underlying idea of Simchas Torah. After our intense prayers

A SERIES IN HALACHAH
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

HalachosPertainingtothe ‘“Torah” Table (42)
Kiddush and the Shemini Atzeres / Simchas Torah Meals.
The Afternoon Before. One should not eat his Hoshana Raba
meal late in the day, and heavy in a way that will take away

eating the Shemini Atzeres meal with a good appetite.

The First Meal of Shemini Atzeres. According to the
Mabharshal (1), one should not make Yom Tov early, thereby
starting his meal and Kiddush early. This is because it is still
technically Hoshana Raba by day and one needs to make the
beracha of "moa2wY" . On the other hand, he has ushered in
Shemini Atzeres and that beracha is not appropriate. Therefore,
one must wait till nightfall (92510 1Y) and then say Kiddush,
thereby not needing "av»%". This applies even this year when it’s
on Shabbos. The Turei Zahav () argues that once he ushers in
Shemini Atzeres, Hoshana Raba is effectively over in Torah
law and one can say Kiddush without "aw5". Most Poskim (3)
rule strictly like the Maharshal and that is our custom.

In the Sukkah. Unless one has a clear family custom not to,
one should eat all his meals on Shemini Atzeres (3 this year) in
the Sukkah . Since there are some well known customs to eat
some or all the meals in the house, if one has such a family
custom, he has upon whom to rely to continue this custom 5). A
snack that is only a preference to eat in the Sukkah during Chag
HaSukkos, is eaten on Shemini Atzeres in the house (6).
Bentching. If one mistakenly said "mn mown 3" in bentching
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R’ Tzvi Hirsch Friedman ZT”’L of Liska (Hayashar Vehatov) would say:

on the Yamim Noraim, and after the decree was sealed, we
rejoice on Simchas Torah. For even if the decree is not
favorable, it is still possible to reverse it and change it into
goodness and blessing through the power of simcha!”

SobieD nEom rianmiene

(and similarly in all the Shemona Esrais of Shemini Atzeres)
instead of mentioning Shemini Atzeres (this mistake can be quite
common after saying "mn moon 3" over 40 times), there is a
big discussion if he has to repeat it. The Chayei Adam () and
others hold he doesn’t have to because: 1) Outside Israel, we do
sit in the Sukkah. 2) 1t is called “Shemini (eighth day) Atzeres”
indicating that for certain laws, it is considered an eighth day of
Sukkos. 3) Once he already said the words "nnnwb or1ywa", he
has already declared it to be a special Yom Tov day and nothing
he may say after that can ruin it. The Chid”a @ holds that he
must repeat it, because this day has it’s own name both in
halacha and what peoplemean when they talk. The later Poskim
rule that because of the doubt (790) one should not repeat it.

The Third Shabbos Meal. This year when Shemini Atzeres
comes out on Shabbos, one must eat a third meal (MmTyo vow).
Two weeks ago, (in the Rosh Hashana issue) we explained the
options of how and when to do so.

Kiddush on Simchas Torah. Everyone agrees that on Simchas
Torah night, Kiddush should only be made after nightfall ©).
Bentching on Simchas Torah. If a person made a mistake on
Simchas Torah in bentching or in Shemona Esrai and said the
words "Moo ", many Poskim (10) say that he definitely must
repeat it. (This would seem to depend upon the three reasons
mentioned above by Shemini Atzeres and indeed it seems that
Aruch Hashulchan (11is lenient even on Simchas Torah.)
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“The Torah states: '032 NN NINY PPYN OV - The eighth day shall be an assembly for you.’ This teaches us that
on Shemini Atzeres, we are now on our own. Until now, we have sat in the protective shade of the sukkah, like children
sitting comfortably at their father’s table. But on Shemini Atzeres, we leave the sukkah and now the responsibility
rests squarely on our shoulders. This is the meaning of '055' - Now, YOU have to earn Hashem’s protection.”

R’ Avrohom Menachem Fischoff Shlit’a (Nesivei Emes) would say:

“In Koheles, Shlomo Hamelech so eloquently portrays the value of time. (NX-))'©NWN DNNNIN 920 TN YR DY - ‘Everything
has its season, a time for everything under the heavens.’ But there is a mussar lesson to be learned as well. 92" - For
everything that a person desires, ‘T 3¢ - one can find enough time, '©nwnN NNN' - For worldly matters, for pleasure,
relaxation, temptation. For these, one channels all his energy into gashmius and matters of little importance. But when it
comes to important issues, matters of spiritual purpose that actually matter up in Heaven - suddenly he has no more time!”

A Wise Man would say:
“Live your life as an exclamation, not an explanatio

planatiop!”
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On the day of Shemini Atzeres, Jews recite the special prayer known as "Dwyn>an” - the prayer for rain. Since rain
signifies the success of our crops and due tothe falling rain, we will, B’ezras Hashem, be sustained with plentiful bounty
throughout the entire year, it is undoubtedly one of the most significant and awe-inspiring prayers to be recited
throughout the Jewish calendar year, and is treated appropriately with extreme reverence and serious contemplation. It
also inaugurates the “winter” cycle during which we recite "own T MmN wn” (to be followed in a few weeks by
"N5725 905V yM") which extends from Shemini Atzeres until the first day of Pesach.

The special prayer for rain is recited all over the world, in every community where Jews reside. It wasn’t always this
way, however. Back in the 1800’s, as more and more people began to populate the continent of Australia, Jews found
their way to this “land down under” on the other side of the world. Small communities were established at first, but they
soon grew in cities like Melbourne and Sydney, until today thousands of Torah-true and G-d-fearing Jews live there.

Australia is unique in that the summer and winter seasons are reversed from those in the Northern Hemisphere. The
months from June until September are the cold, rainy winter months, whereas December through March are hot, dryand
summer-like. This poses a problem with regard to the owan>anand reciting owxn . Thus, when the first Jews came
to Australia, they sent a halachic query to the Chief Rabbi of London, R* Nosson Adler ZT”’L, inquiring when to say
the prayer for rain, since the rest of the Jewish world says this prayer between Sukkos and Pesach as it is their rainy
season. In Australia, however, rain at thistime is detrimental to the crop and would appear tobeanything but ablessing.

R’ Adler ruled that they should not say it at all - not between Sukkos and Pesach, the Australian summer - because rain
was detrimental at that time - and not between Pesach and Sukkos - because Chazal never instituted this prayer tobe said
atthattime. The matter remained as such for quite some time until a certain Rav Hershkovitz came to Australia and was
perturbed by the ruling. How could it be that Jews should never recite this special prayer? So he wrote to R’ Yitzchok
Elchanan Spector ZT”’L of Kovna, the leading posek of the generation, asking what should be done.

R’ Yitzchok Elchanan mulled over this question, taking into consideration the gemara (-1 myn) which asserts thatifa
certain community needs rain ata time when the regular prayer for rain is notrecited, it may be inserted into the blessing
of "n»anymv” in Shemona Esrai. In the end, though, he overturned the previous ruling and ruled that the prayer should
be said in Australia, although only between Sukkos and Pesach, soas notto be different from therest of the world.

Naturally, this didn’t sit well with long-standing members of the community who were used to the previous psak
(ruling) and they wrote a shailah to the great Rov of Jerusalem, R’ Shmuel Salant ZT”’L, explaining that rain was
harmful in their summer and to prayfor rain at thistime seemed to be inappropriate.

R’ Shmuel ruled that R’ Nosson Adler had been right all along and it should not be said at all. However, Rav
Hershkovitz then wrote to R’ Shmuel Salant and told him what R’ Yitzchok Elchanan had said. He also brought proofs
to his claim that, unlike Brazil (also in the Southern Hemisphere) where certain gedolim had ruled that this tefillah
shouldn’tbesaid after Sukkos,in Australiarain,althoughnotnecessary, was definitelynotdetrimental.

Upon hearing this, R’ Shmuel changed his mind and ruled that the Australians should say the prayer for rain at the
same time as therest of the world.

Today the custom in both Australia and Brazil is to say the prayer from Sukkos to Pesach just like the rest of the world.

i = e

(v, =12 A NAY N ML AR RN

Swn: A chassid once traveled to the Chozeh of Lublin
ZT”L to spend Yom Tov. When he came before the Rebbe,
he was shocked when the Chozeh told him, “Gohome! You
don’t belong here!” When the chassid tried again the next
day, the Rebbe exclaimed. “Didn’t I tell you to go home?”
Deeply dejected, the chassid set out on his journey home.
On the way, he stopped at an inn to spend the night. There
he met a group of chassidim traveling to the Chozeh. After a
few rounds of [’chayim, the chassidim cheerfully started to
dance, drawing the disheartened chassidinto their circle.

Round and round they went, joyfully singing Hashem’s
praises. Gradually the chassid’s gloom turned into simcha as
he danced mightily. At the height of their ecstasy, the
chassidim said to him, “Come back with us to the Rebbe!”

The chassid decided to give it another try. To his great
surprise, the Chozeh was delighted to see him, Embracing
him warmly, the Chozeh said, “When you came the first
time, I saw Heaven had decreed that you were to die shortly.
I sent you home, because I didn’t want you to die here on
Yom Tov. But with your simcha, you caused the heavenly
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There are different customs regarding eating in the sukkah
on Shemini Atzeres. Some eat in the sukkah, omitting the
beracha "n>0212w9" (N0 Y'KR)). Others don’t eat in the
sukkah on the night of Shemini Atzeres. In Kiddush we say
"wnnY” on the new Yom Tov of Shemini Atzeres signifying
that it is not Sukkos anymore, and thus the mitzvah of eating
in the sukkah does not apply (N"©onqo» m2). Yet, others do
not eat in the sukkah at all because on Shemini Atzeres we
pray for rain. Eating in the sukkah implies that we don’t
want rain, and the prayer for rain would then be insincere.

According to all opinions, though, the time when we “say
goodbye” (W) to the sukkah with a special tefillah, is
on the afternoon of Shemini Atzeres. This universal custom
would seem to be out of place for those who do not eat in
the sukkah on this day. Wouldn’t it make more sense to take
leave one day earlier - on Hoshana Raba - which is the last
time the sukkah will be utilized this season?

The Bobover Rebbe, R’ Benzion Halberstam Shlit’a,
clarifies the purpose of this custom. We find that when
Yaakov Avinu left his parents’ home to go to Charan, the
posuk tells us a second time "apy> NN’ - “And Yaakov went
out,” implying that even after he left, he came back a second
time. He did this because he realized that he was leaving
Eretz Yisroel and his parents’ home, a source of holiness
that can never be made up. He came back for one last “shot”
of spiritual energy and sanctity which, he hoped, would tide
him over in the long years he was to spend in Chutz L’aretz.

In much the same way, we too, come back a second time -
even after we’ve officially left the sukkah behind - to gather
up a few more remnants of kedushah, a final burst of purity
and holiness which only the sukkah can afford us. When
we’ve done that - now - we can finally say “goodbye’!
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The final words of the Torah are an enigma: “And for all
the strong hand and all the awesomeness that Moshe
performed before the eyes of all Israel.” What is the
everlasting message in these final words of the Torah?

R’ Avigdor Miller ZT”’L writes: Our records state that
the plagues were openly visited on and experienced by the
entire nation of Egypt and were witnessed by all of Brei
Yisroel. Our records state that we witnessed the splitting of
the Red Sea, through which we passed and the Egyptians
were drowned. For forty years, our entire nation witnessed
continually the cloud of glory by day and the pillar of fire by
night and every soul ate food which descended from the sky.
These facts were not related to them by individuals but were
witnessed by millions and millions of people.

The Jewish People were stiffnecked and opposed their
leaders on a number of occasions; they accepted only what
they saw. They accepted the Torah not because Moshe
showed them miracles but because they heard the voice of
the Almighty speaking to them from Har Sinai. Millions of
people witnessed with their own eyes and ears the presence
of the Almighty and our writings do not record a single
instance when anyone ever challenged these facts.

After receiving the Torah, they spent forty years in the
wilderness with almost no contact with other nations so that
they consolidated their knowledge of the Torah without
infiltration of foreign influence. Unlike man-made religions,
based on one central prophet, the Torah was not preached
by individuals who afterward succeeded in persuading or
coercing multitudes. From the first day, the Torah was
studied and accepted by the entire nation without exception.

“The fact that such an expression is put at the very end of
the Torah is evidence of its extremely great importance.”

mw* FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO
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On Simchas Torah we honor the Torah by expressing an outpouring of love to the Torah and those who learn it. We have
two Chasanim - “Grooms” on this special day whom we honor. There is a Chasan Torah and a Chasan Bereshis. Why do we
need two grooms? The reason, says R’ Avrohom Pam ZT”’L, is that at this special time, we celebrate our accomplishments
in Torah - yet we do not rest on our laurels. We also celebrate our future goals and aspirations in Torah growth.

“Beraishis” literally means, “In the beginning” and also symbolizes the beginning of a new cycle of the Torah. There is
always a tremendous excitement and feeling of renewal at the start of something new. It is a time of great inspiration and
fortunate is the one who utilizes the opportunity to achieve great levels in spiritual growth!

How do we make inspiration into realization? R’ Pam explains that renewal begins with m>ap (resolutions). Just as we all
made resolutions before Rosh Hashana to solidify our teshuva into real growth, so too, as the holiday of Sukkos comes to a
close with the exuberance and joy of Simchas Torah, it is imperative not to lose that “high” feeling by making new kabbolos
in Torah learning. Maybe start going to a shiur, learn chumash with a new commentary, or get a new study partner! The goal
of Simchas Torah is the literal meaning of the words: Happiness of the Torah! As much as we rejoice with the Torah, the
main goal is when the Torah rejoices with us! If we renew our dedication to Torah, and strive to upgrade our learning and
performance of mitzvos, we will dance with the Torah on the holiday itself but the Torah will rejoice with us all year long.




