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In this week's Parsha. we encounter a surprising phenomenon in the form of
the curses. which in effect became blessings. of the heathen prophet Bilaam,
some of which have achicved sigmificant prominence within our day to day
Liturgy. Why should the utterances of a wicked man whosc imtention was to harm
the Jewish People, be accorded such high csteem and significance?

R' Shamshon Raphael Hirsch ZT"L comments that. in truth, the Prophet
Bilaam focused on three different aspects of the character of the Jewish peopic
in order to curse them into submission. but was unable to detect any weakness or
failing thercin. Imitially, he looked at the physical strength of the Jewish nation
and concluded "They will not be destroved like other nations. for their roots
(i.e. the Patriarchs and Matriarchs) are strong and indestructible.” Sccondly.
he tricd 1o uncover some spiritual weakness but was disappotnted to find that no
form of alien or heathen ntes werc prevalent, for the Jewish soul is able to atfain
total spiritual fuifillment through attachment and commitment to Torah and
Mitzvos alone. Finally, he sought to identify somc form of moral degencration,
but was vet again confoundcd upon obscrving the modest and non-intrusive
naturc of the order of the Jewish encampment. which precluded anv mmproper
and immodest thought or action. It was these remarkable aspects of overall
strength which prompted his words of admiration and blessing. It is these very
elements which have been so promunently highlighted in Jewish praver and
liturgy because they define much of that inherent actual and potential greatness.
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R’ Yisroel Meir Kagan ZT"L (Chofetz Chaim) would say:

"Lack of happiness is dangerous to one's hcalth. The Torah prohibits us from
cndangering our health. We must be more stringent in these matters than other
prohibitions.”

R' Levi Yitzchak of Berditchev ZT"L (Kedushas Levi)

"When Moshe Rabbeinu called the Jewish people "oyypnn - “Rebels”, this
was considered a very grave sin for a person on his spiritual level. For when
Jows arc in trouble, the proper thing to do 1s to help rather than chastise them."”

Reb Shlomo Carlebach Z"L would say:

"I want to bless everv chasan and kallah. that when you have children, the
night before vou give vour child a namc, takc out vour kesubah and cry over It
Then your cyesight wall be so clear and you will know just what name to give!”

MANY THANKS MR & MRS HESHY SCHLOSSER FOR SPONSORING THIS ISSUE
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father. The normal human reaction would have been one of gricf-stricken
despondency, a sorrow so deep that it can affect and impair a person's ability to
go on in life." R' Shloime Zalman looked up at his listeners. "But not the heilege
R' Nosson Adler. He was not of this world. more akin to an angel of Heaven.
When he came to make the beracha that is said by a mourner - "NORD PIT T
- "Blessed is the true judge” - his face was onc of pure. unadulterated joy! His
belief in the acts of Hashem and his total acceptance of G-d's judgement was so
complete that he experienced a happiness at the moment when he said the
blessing that fell nothing short of the blissful joy that R" Nosson displayed on
Simchas Torah! There were many witnesses who were there who saw the Rebbe
as he performed this miizva with pure delight and superhuman satisfaction.”

R’ Shloime Zalman sighed. "Unfortunately, in today's day and age, we do not
have anyone on the Ievel of R' Nosson Adler. But it's important to think there
was once a time in Klal Yisroel when people were so lofty as to attain the depth
of 'n mmaya nmde - Complete and total subservience 1o Hashem. and aspire to
emulate the wavs of our holy predecessors, the way R’ Nosson Adler did!"
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When it comes to certain mitzvos called mipin, Rashi tells us that there is no
explanation or reason for the mitzvah. Rather, it is a decree from Heaven and we
have no right to undermine it. The question is: what is so terrible if we want to
know the reason for a mitzvah? Why shouldn't we attempt to understand it?

The Vilna Gaon, R' Eliyohu of Vilna ZT"L. quotcs the Mishna (-n mav):
"One should not read by the light of a candle on Shabbos.” The Mishna does
not give any explanation for this prohibition. until the gemara (2> nav) claborates
and says. "Because one may come to put out the candle. R' Yishmael Ben Elisha
said, 'I thought that I would (overcome this prohibition and) read and not put
out the fire. One time I was reading and (unthinkingly) I almost extinguished
the flame. Now I know how great and insightful are the words of Chazal when
they said not to read by the light of a candle.”” We learn an incredible lesson
from here: It was only when R' Yishmael was told the reason for the prohibition.
that he felt that it would not apply to him and he would be able to withstand the
urge to put out the flame. However, when he himself saw how close he came to
transgressing an XMMNINTN MR, it was then that he realized how deeply
insightful Chazal were for not giving any explanation in the misana. Thus. Rashi
is teaching us that a pn - a mifzvah that has no reason, we have no night to even
attempt to understand it for by doing so. this itsclf may bring us to transgress!
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When the brother of the great Posek of our generation. R' Shloime Zalman
Auerbach ZT"L, passed awav at a relativelv voung age. he was decply
mourned by the catire family. R' Shloime Zalman remained stoic in the face of
this family tragedy and attempted. to a degree. to mask his tremendous inner
sorrow. When the Ponovezher Rosh Yeshiva. R' Eliezer Menachem Mann
Shach ZT"L, arrived at the home of R' Shloime Zalman to be Yax orm -
Console the mourner, he noticed the intent demeanor on the mourner's face and
inquired as to how R' Shloime Zalman managed his own emotions to a degree
that appeared to be against human nature.

"Let me tell you a story,” said R' Shloime Zalman to the crowd of listencrs
who had gathered around the two great gedofim, hoping to reap cven a small
measure from the casual discussion of rzaddikim. "The holy Chasam Sofer, R’
Moshe Sofer ZT'"'L, writes about a storv that happened, in his presence. to his
Rebbe, the saintly R' Nosson Adler ZT'L. R' Nosson had two children, a son
and a daughter. They were the apples of his cve and he loved them and doted on
them as a father would to his only son and onlv daughter. Unfortunately. they
were both taken from this world at voung ages. during the lifetime of thetr
father, R' Nosson Adler. Who can understand the miysterious wayvs of Hashem
and the manner in which He runs the world?" asked R' Shloime Zalman.

"The Chasam Sofcr was present the day the 14 vear old daughter of R
Nosson passed away. What a loss! An only daughter who was beloved by her
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