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Swn2: It is interesting to note that the Rebbe of Lublin
seemed to view this act of the Kohen Gadol - removing the

truth, the Chozeh treated it as the highest act of chessed. He
teaches us that just as the Kohen Gadol can “clean-up” the
pan of ashes from the Kodesh Hakadoshim - as something pan of ashes, we should never think that we are above doing
of a menial act, as if it was a “housekeeping chore.” Butin the very same thing in our own homes.
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"Wy inn ) - Keeping the Jewish Camp Holy (80)  a thing of the past. If we were to “catch-up” the parshiyos eatlier,
A Better Look at a “Na estion.” In last week’s issue, by joining ©WYTp/mMN YN or MmN/, thereby causing
we discussed a question about the different parshiyos that are  »mpna to be read three weeks before Shavuos, the entire takana
read in Eretz Yisroel and chutz I'aretz (outside Israel) over the of Ezra to push back the curses would not be 7. Even though
next few weeks. Since the last day of Pesach was on Shabbos,  this is precisely what is happening this year in Eretz Yisroel, they
we in chutz I’aretz read a Yom Tov kriah, while in Israel, where have no choice and have do do it in this “less desirable’” manner.
Yom Tov had already ended on Friday, they went ahead and read ~ Final Question. Based on the above, we still haven’t explained
Parshas Achrei Mos. This leaves us a week behind till the month  why we don’t join Pba/mpn after Shavuos. The Mahari’t again
of Av when we will read Matos/Maasay together and catch up.  answers that we wait until our final opportunity in order to remind
The question many ask is why we must wait till then (causing people that this year, the Yom Tov of Pesach began on Shabbos
complications for those who travel between these locations) and and ended on Shabbos, with all its implications including a
why we cannot simply catch up on the many potential “double- “catch-up” Shabbos. Since in chutz I'aretz this obviously cannot be
parshiyos” before then? Although, previously, I had quoted an  done by the first week of Parshas Achrei Mos, as we mentioned,
answer from the Levush from memory, upon further review, this we push off the “catch-up” Shabbos to the last opportunity,
answer from the Levush is not really there and doesn’t answer the ~ which is P>2/npn. He brings such a logic from a Gemara @.
question satisfactory. A better answer is required. It is important to  Another Answer. The Bnei Yissaschar 5) answers that we want
point out that historically certain countries would catch up sooner, the 3 parshiyos of >yon mmon oMa to fall out during the three
as mentioned in the Poskim (1. However, for the last few hundred  weeks (000 y2) because all three mention an aspect of Klal
years, it has been done our way, as quoted in the Mahari’t ). Yisroel inheriting and dividing the Land of Israel, which we look
Breaking Down the Question. The question here is why don’t forward to in the three weeks. In a year like this, wn "> comes
we join DWYTp/mn »NX or Mmpna/na or Pompn? The  out on Shabbos Parshas Balak, and the Taanis is pushed off till
Mahari’t answers the first part with the Gemara ) that teaches  Sunday. If we were to join P52/npn, then Parshas Pinchos would
that since Chag HaShavuos is comparable to a Rosh Hashana be read on that Shabbos and not during the three weeks. Thus,
because the world is judged then on the fruit of the trees, Ezra  we wait until >yor/mon to join them together. He adds that we
HaSofer was ypnn (established) that we read the 49 curses in  also want the Moadim from Parshas Pinchos, to be read during
Parshas Bechukosai before Shavuos with a break of Parshas the three weeks, so we may look forward that these sad days will
Bamidbar in between to nullify the harsh decrees and make them eventually turn into Moadim and days of simcha.

ven TVOMR TIOIT RV BN Do RSB
R’ Yitzchok Aizik Sher zt”l (Leket SlChOS Mussar) would say: 3N 2 AN NN 1YY
“UTIPN YN NY 992 N HNY PN 1IN DX 72T - Why was it necessary to directly warn Aharon Hakohen, through his
brother Moshe, not to enter the Mikdash at any time? Can one possibly believe that an order would be insufficient, such
that encouragement and the threat of direct punishment was needed? However, as long as a person lives, all the forces
of nature act against him, and any concrete realization can influence a person more than a theoretical understanding.
Hence, even Aharon HaKohen had to be directly warned in this way, by using the concrete image of his sons’ death.”

The Rebbe, R’ Heschel of Krakow zt”’l (Chanukas HaTorah) would say:

“NpPN X2 NMNR YN WX’ - ‘A woman and her sister you may not take (marry).” Why does the posuk employ an
ambiguous expression when it could have simply stated, ‘Do not take your wife’s sister’? To remind us that Yaakov
married Leah first, even though she was the sister of Rochel, the woman he really wished to marry. We are warned against
this and if one took 'NWN' a woman against his will, 'npn &5 NN’ - do not marry her sister, even if she is more beloved.”

A Wise Man would say:
“It is important to remember that although life isn’t always tied up with a pretty bow, it is still a gift.”
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Legend has it that the city of Vilna was founded many centuries ago through an amazing tale involving a young child.
But we have it on no greater an authority than the holy Ben Ish Chai, Rabbeinu Yosef Chayim of Baghdad zt”], that
this story is absolutely true. Close to eight centuries ago, the Grand Duke of Lithuania, Gediminas, was hunting in the
forest near the Valley of Sventaragis. Tired after a successful day’s hunt, he went to sleep and began to dream. A huge iron
wolf was standing on top a hill and the sound of hundreds of other wolves inside filled all of the surrounding fields and
woods. Upon awakening, the Duke consulted his pagan priests to interpret the meaning of his dream. He was told, “The
iron wolf represents a castle and a city which will be established by you on this site. This city will be the capital of the
Lithuanian lands and the dwelling of their rulers, and the glory of their deeds shall echo throughout the world.”

Gediminas was excited and began to plan the construction of his great city. But before he could continue, the pagan
priests issued a dire warning: “The gods have decreed that in order for the city to achieve success, it is necessary for a
woman to come forth of her own free will and offer her only son as a sacrifice to the gods. This son must become the
foundation stone of the new city. This sacrifice will ensure the successful completion of this grand endeavor.”

The Grand Duke, like most people in the Dark Ages, was superstitious, and immediately sent forth messengers
throughout the land in search of a woman willing to sacrifice her only son for the “greater good” of the Lithuanian people.
This was easier said than done and it required much time and effort to locate such a devoted woman. Soon enough,
though, a simple woman from a distant village near the border, came forward and offered her one and only son, a bright
twelve-year-old boy, to be just the sacrifice the Grand Duke needed.

Of course, Gediminas was ecstatic to hear the news. A day was chosen for the event when the child would be buried alive,
and the city would be founded. It would be a joyous occasion, a holiday for the entire population. Everyone, from the
country’s nobility to the common folk, gathered for this auspicious event - to witness a mother sacrificing her only son.

The child was brought to the public square. The trumpets blared and the drums pounded. Suddenly, the boy spoke up.
“Why did you bring me here?” he asked, his obvious intelligence shining forth. “I cannot believe that our god is party to
such a terrible injustice. Indeed, the priests claim to have seen this in a vision, but perhaps they misunderstood what they
saw. I, therefore, request to be allowed to ask the priests three questions. If they answer these questions correctly, I will
concede to their wisdom and go to my death quietly and peacefully, for I will know that this is the true will of the gods.”

Intrigued, the Grand Duke immediately granted the boy’s request. The boy turned to the pagan priests and asked, “What is
the lightest thing on the earth? What is the sweetest thing in the world? What is the hardest thing of all?”

The priests snorted derisively and answered in unison, “You call these questions? Why everyone knows that the lightest
thing in the world is a feather; the sweetest thing is honey and the hardest thing is a stone!” The crowd laughed merrily.

Now it was the boy’s turn to scorn. “Your grace,” he said to the Grand Duke, “the priests do not understand my questions.
If they cannot interpret the questions of a young boy like myself, how can they be expected to understand the will of the gods?
I am no fool. I would not ask a question which has an obvious answer. I was looking for the obscure, the answer which only
an astute man can answer. Even a young child knows that a feather is light, honey is sweet and a stone is hard. I am asking
about that which appears heavy, but is really light; seems bitter, but is actually sweet; seems soft, but is in reality very hard.

“Your majesty, the lightest thing in the world is an only child being carried in his mother’s womb. He may seem heavy, but
for his mother, he is no burden. The sweetest thing in the world is a mother’s milk to her nursing child. The hardest thing in
the world is the heart of a mother who is prepared to sacrifice her one and only child!” Gediminas and all those assembled
were astonished by the young boy’s incisive mind. His penetrating wisdom mesmerized all those who had gathered to see him
sacrificed. An announcement was made that the priests had been nlista%l _al'nd human sacrifice was indeed an injustice. At
once, the child was set free. ﬁ,’ﬂﬂﬁ I DD b@b’
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Swp: Tt is told that the Chozeh of Lublin, R’ Yaakov

the great mitzvah of Hachnosas Orchim. But why must he

Yitzchok Hurvitz zt”l, kept an open house. His door was
open to anyone at any time and he himself served his guests
who came from all walks of life. One day a poor man came
to the house and the Chozeh served him a meal. When the
guest was finished his meal, the Chozeh cleared the table
and brought the empty plate and utensils into the kitchen.
The poor man attempted to take the plate from the Rebbe
but R’ Yaakov would have none of it. Astounded, the guest
said, “I understand that the Rebbe occupies himself with

clear the table himself? Surely, there are attendants in the
house who can take the plates and utensils away?”’

The Chozeh replied, “Taking out the pan of ashes from
the Holy of Holies in the Bais HaMikdash on Yom Kippur
was part of the tasks of the Kohen Gadol. It was a sacred
duty that only he was entitled to perform. Furthermore, our
Sages teach us that the table at which guests eat becomes
akin to a Mizbeach, an altar, upon which sacrifices are
offered. Am I more important than the Kohen Gadol?”
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Parshas Achrei Mos relates the avoda of the Kohen Gadol on Yom Kippur. Doesn’t it seem odd that the posuk which
begins discussing this holy pursuit starts with the word "nNv1" meaning “with this” which seems entirely superfluous? There is
a famous vort in "9pn MNN” on the words we proclaim loudly "n9mn 7 NN PP1AYHN NPTH ND*am Nwn”. We find the words
"o 2 0" in every machzor above these words written in small print. The Meforshim say that each of these three words
has a gematria of 136, which total altogether 408. That is the exact numerical value of the word "nxt". Therefore, the Torah is
hinting to us that before the Kohen Gadol can enter the Bais HaMikdash on Yom Kippur, he himself must work to accomplish
these three things - Repentance, Prayer and Charity - so that his avoda can avert any negative decrees against Klal Yisroel.

My machshava here is that this relates to each individual as well. In Pirkei Avos (which we begin learning this Shabbos) we
say that the world rests on 3 things: Torah, Avodah and Gemilus Chasadim. This is similar to the 3 words mentioned
previously. "OW" relates to Avoda; "np" is Torah; "y is used for Tzedaka/Chessed. Every Yid must incorporate these three
aspects into his life in order for the berachos of our Rosh Hashana/Yom Kippur tefillos to be answered. Therefore - "nnv” -
with all three attributes totaling 408, every Yid can come and ask Hashem to answer all his tefillos. As Dovid HaMelech so
eloquently tells us: (3-15 ©YNN) "NV NN NN NNNDN YDy OPN OX". Homiletically, after 120 years of life, when the Heavenly
Tribunal will ask if we are worthy of entering Gan Eden, they will look to see if "noya »x nnva” - were we faithful in - "nxa” -
to live a life of @700 M0 ,nMay ,nnn as well as w2 0. If we do, then this will ensure our entry into Gan Eden.

DRUSH V'CHIDDUSH
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After years of learning in yeshivah, a young avreich
decides that it is time for him to head out into the workforce
and earn an honest living. Having grown up in an insular
community, he was ill-prepared for the sights and sounds
that he encountered in the workplace. His job was stationed
in a large office building, and for the first time in his life, he
met all sorts of people, with all sorts of lifestyles.

If this new station in life was a test of the mettle of this
religious young man, it can only be said that he failed
miserably. His newfound exposure had a terrible influence
on him and wreaked devastating havoc on his level of
observance. But rather than embrace it, the young man was
mortified and embarrassed that he had stooped so low. He
had never been this way before, had never spoken this way
or acted this way before. He knew he had to change.

He took a vacation and traveled to Israel, where he hoped
to rekindle his connection with the Gerrer Rebbe, R’
Yisroel Alter zt”’l. On Shabbos, he stood near the Rebbe’s
seat during the laining of Parshas Achrei Mos. The Rebbe
suddenly turned in his direction and loudly intoned the words,
"DN2 WALVN NN . OMNYN IR Ny - “And you shall
observe my restrictions ... and not become defiled.”

A shot of electricity coursed through his body and he felt
as if the Rebbe knew what he had done. But there was no
going back now. He spoke privately to the Beis Yisroel and
poured out his heart. The Rebbe listened and strengthened his
resolve. In a few short hours, he was like a new person!

The young man went back to work but he was a different
man. This time, he fought back the impulses and he won! He
would always say, “Every single year, when I hear these
words being read in Parshas Achrei Mos, 1 renew my inner
resolve and strength - and it allows me to overcome any test!”
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The Torah teaches that if a person sacrifices an animal outside the Ohel Moed - "79v 07" - he has spilled blood. Whose

blood has he spilled? The animal’s blood? Well, of course he has! That is no chiddush! So whose blood are we talking about?

R’ Avigdor Miller zt”1 describes what it was like to go up to the Bais HaMikdash and bring a korban. It was a life-altering
experience! Just entering the holiest place and seeing the Kohanim in their special clothing doing their special avodah was
absolutely awe-inspiring! And then, as the korban is being brought on the Mizbeach, one has in mind that it is really HIM that
is being sacrificed! It touches him to the very core of his being! Then he would go home and tell his family all about the
experience, describing it all in explicit detail, showing how affected he was. No doubt, he becomes a changed man! Not at all
the same person he was before. And thus, one who forfeits this opportunity and brings his korban elsewhere ... spills blood. He
has murdered the person he COULD have become. The blood he has spilled was his very own blood! He committed suicide!

This idea can be applied to any opportunity in life where one can shteig, grow, and be inspired - and he doesn’t seize the
moment! When a person is too lazy to get off the couch to hear a great shiur or do a wonderful chessed. Killing time is first
degree murder! "7ov 07" means that one has spilled the blood of time, and once time is gone, it never comes back.

The root of the word "N - opportunity, is ZMAN. "yx" means time and the message is that every single moment of
time that one is given in this world is a glorious opportunity to grow, to change and to come closer to Hashem. Some people
wait for opportunities to fall into their lap, but they don’t realize that if you are alive and breathing at this very moment then the
greatest "nNT" has fallen into YOUR lap and it is YOUR choice to use it or lose it! In fact, the word "manmin" also carries in
it the word "©71" - blood. Let us stop spilling our own blood and utilize every moment to become who we really can be!




