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Swn)3: The women donated their jewelry towards the purpose
of building the Mishkan. And yet, they refused to give their
jewelry for the Golden Calf. Their refusal emanated from pure
motives as they truly wanted no part in that terrible sin. R’
Avraham Pam z¢#”l derives from here an important concept

known as, "nv TN 7Y OO DTN DY ©wy'. This means that the
actions of a person in one area can reveal something about his
actions in another area. In this case, the women’s willingness to
part with their jewelry for the Mishkan, revealed their pure
intentigns when refusing to do so for the Golden Calf.

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

"9 4305 1 o - The Greatest Mltzvah of All (68)
Learning Dikduk: Stressing the Wrong Syllable. Last week
we concluded our discussion with a question about whether
stressing the wrong syllable and changing the meaning of a
word will invalidate that word, or is it just a preference. The
most relevant place is in Krias Shema where there are six
instances when not stressing the correct syllable, changes the
meaning of a word from future to past tense. Also, in Krias
HaTorah there are numerous places where this can occur. One
who knows “Trop” (Torah cantillations printed on each word)
will automatically say the word properly. At first glance, it would
seem that saying it wrong invalidates Krias Shema or Krias
HaTorah because the RM’A (ywhile discussing various other
types of mistakes in Krias HaTorah writes: “(One only has to
reread the word correctly) if the mistake makes a change in the
meaning of the word but a mistake in vowelling or trop (that
does not change the meaning of the word. M.B.4) does not have to
be reread.” This also seems to be the simple understanding of the
Biur Halacha there () at the end of his quote from the GR’A.
Lenient Opinion. The opinion of R’ Shlomo Zalman
Auerbach ¢’ as quoted by his talmidim in Halichos Shlomo ()
is that such mistakes do not invalidate the word. The reason is not
given but one could theorize the reason(s). Since many people
pronounce words incorrectly, it might become like another
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language which is valid for Krias Shema. One could argue on this
logic of making a mistake into a language proper, and even other
languages that are valid for Krias Shema are really only when the
language is said properly @. On the other hand, one might justify
the logic according to Maharit ) Aruch Hashulchan © who write
that if one constantly says a word in a certain way, this becomes his
“way” of saying the Hebrew word and it is then valid, oaTa py.
Context of the Word. There is a similar opinion of R’ Yaakov
KaminetzKy z#”’l 7y who writes that since there are exceptions to
the Dikduk rule (as we explained last week regarding the word
"myawy’ in Krias Shema which does not place the stress on the
last syllable even though it is in future tense, and also in the word
"nooN" in Devarim 27:7) it must be that the true meaning of the
word does not lie in the stress, but rather in the context provided
by the words around it. These lenient opinions could explain the
above-mentioned RM’A to refer to places where a mistake
in trop created a false grouping of words.

Opposing Opinion. One of the leading experts in Dikduk, R’
M. Mazuz shiit’a, R”’Y of Kisei Rachamim, in his haskama to
sefer Yooy > X' D¥ 1NaDND OHHN MYV writes that exceptions
to the rule (words which have their own rules) do not justify a
change in any other cases and if the meaning is changed by
stressing the wrong syllable it invalidates the mitzvah. All agree
that one should preferably stress the words correctly ().
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R’ Chaim Kanievsky shlit’a (Ta’ama D’kra) would say:

(4) 15:2> Db MVN (3) OW (2) Napp NN (1)
DON (7) 2,20 AN (6)3'0 Y'NIN (5) 2:20 NN
KPP NI MWD Y (8) 2"0p aApyd

“The Medrash (Yalkut Shimoni 408) at the outset of the parsha states that on Shabbos we should gather together the
multitudes and teach them the Halachos of Shabbos. Why is it that this is particularly true of Hilchos Shabbos and not all
the mitzvos? The answer is that one who is Mechalel Shabbos in public 5" is considered halachically like a gentile (D"2y),
and it is as if he publicly proclaimed that Hashem did not create the world. Conversely, then, when we gather together as a
tzibbur to study the Halachos of Shabbos, we are publicly proclaiming that Hashem created the world!”

R’ Shloime Kluger z#”’l (Imrei Shefer) would say:

“Nwn onx 712 - After the completion of the Mishkan, Moshe Rabbeinu blessed Klal Yisroel: ‘May it be His will that

the Divine Presence rests ....

upon the work of your hands.’

A blessing cannot come into an empty vessel. There must

be something for the blessing to rest upon. This is true in one’s mundane life as well as one’s spiritual service. A person
is expected to act and not just sit with folded hands. Only then will Hashem help. This is what Moshe meant in his
benediction: When you participate, through the work of your hands, Hashem’s blessing will rest upon your work.”

A Wise Man would say:

“Here’s a bit of advice: Whatever you do in life, surround yourself with smart people who’ll argue with you.”
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Betzalel, the son of Ur1 and Oholiav, the son of Achisamach, were chosen to construct the Mishkan. However, they
were joined by others - “every wise-hearted person” - who assisted in the construction of the Mishkan and its tools. This
“wisdom of the heart” is a characteristic that precedes wisdom. It is the potential that is actualized when Hashem gives
man wisdom, insight and knowledge. It is the wisdom that comes from man’s heart, wisdom that stems from the desire to
empathize with others, do for them, be good to them. This is the wisdom essential for building the Mishkan, since Hashem
does not reveal Himself in man’s talent but, rather, in man’s heart. A person who is not “wise of heart” himself, even if he
received wisdom and engineering training from Hashem, will not have the necessary tools for building this special
Mishkan. This job necessitates more than talent. It requires a strong desire stemming from the heart.

A little over seven years ago, after the passing of the acclaimed Mir Rosh Yeshivah, R’ Nosson Tzvi Finkel z¢”I, many
communities and yeshivos organized hespedim and gatherings to memorialize the deceased. R’ Nosson Tzvi was a beloved
Rosh Yeshivah to thousands of talmidim and it seemed that everyone had a story to share about the greatness of “their” Rosh
Yeshivah - personal stories which demonstrated how close he maintained his relationships with each and every student.

A few nights after the passing, a hesped (eulogy) was conducted at the Yeshivah Gedolah of Teaneck, New Jersey.
Rabbi Mordechai Grunwald, one of the executive directors of Yeshivas Mir and a close talmid of R’ Nosson Tzvi, was
asked to deliver a hesped at the Yeshivah and he regaled the students and attendees with inspiring vignettes of the Rosh
Yeshivah. Among the many stories that he recounted about R’ Nosson Tzvi, he related the following:

“Approximately fifteen years ago there was a family from New York who lost their father, a distinguished Talmid
Chacham, and talmid of the Mir. R’ Nosson Tzvi had a particularly fond relationship with the deceased father and took it
upon himself to ensure that his four orphan boys will have a fatherly figure to turn to and that they will receive proper
chinuch. He told the children to correspond with him through letters and that they can ask him any question that they have
on their minds or write to him about any issue they may encounter. R> Nosson Tzvi kept photos of these orphans in his
pocket as a constant reminder of his ‘other’ family back in the United States.

“The children took advantage of their surrogate father and would correspond with him about everything, even
inconsequential. R’ Nosson Tzvi, with great difficulty due to his Parkinsons disease, would write a letter in response. This
went on for many years until the boys grew up and came to Eretz Yisroel to learn in Yeshivos. R’ Nosson Tzvi got the boys
into various Yeshivos that catered to each one’s uniqueness. Every Friday night, the boys could be found enjoying their
Shabbos seudah at the table of the Rosh Yeshivah. He kept his word towards those orphans for the rest of his life.”

After Rabbi Grunwald completed the hesped, he was approached by one of the young kollel members of the Yeshiva
Gedolah. The yungerman thanked him for his warm words and then added the following: “The story about the orphans is
truly an unbelievable one, but it doesn’t end there. Let me tell you the rest of the story.” Rabbi Grunwald was eager to
listen as the young man continued. “Among those four orphan boys you mentioned, there was also a little eight-year-old
girl. Unlike her older brothers, that little girl didn’t know how or what to write to the great Rosh Yeshivah, R’ Nosson Tzvi
Finkel. This bothered her and when she saw how her brothers received letters from him and she did not, she was saddened
that she couldn’t have a close relationship with the Mir Rosh Yeshivah. That sadness was transformed into joy one day when
her mother handed her a letter from Yerushalayim addressed to her. She excitedly opened the letter and pulled out the paper
inside. It was a hand-drawn picture of a large heart shape with a personalized loving message to her, signed by R’ Nosson

Tzvi Finkel on the bottom. She cried tears of joy for since her father had passed away, she never felt so loved by anyone.”
The young man concluded, “How do I know this story? Because,that little girl is my wife and to this day, she recalls

how happy that letter made her feel.” FI2Y™T I2=TVT 711272
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Swn: A sales rep from a large company was once driving
in a rural upstate county when he pulled into a gas station
and asked the gas station attendant, ‘“Tell me, what are the
people like in the next town up ahead?” The attendant
scratched his head and said, “Well, what were the people
like in the town you just came from?”

“Awful people,” the man responded. “Rude, cold, hostile,
abrupt, unfriendly. They wouldn’t give me the time of day.”

“Well,” said the attendant as he pumped the gas, “I'm
sorry to say it, but you’re going to find exactly the same
sort of people in the next town up ahead.”

A bit later, another driver pulled in, heading in the same
direction as the first. “Hey, friend,” he called out, “What are
the people like in the next town up ahead?”

The attendant said, “Well, what were the people like in
the town you just came from?”

“Wonderful people,” the second man responded.
“Friendly, warm, helpful, patient, kind. They went out of
their way to help a stranger.”

“In that case,” replied the attendant with some country
wisdom, “I’'m happy to tell you that you’re going to find
exactly the same kind of people in the next town up ahead.”
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The Medrash Tanchuma malkes a difficult association. Cornmentlng on the posuk, “They brought the mishkan to Moshe,”
the Tanchuma writes that there were many rules enacted in order to preserve peace - "DWW 77 »an". For example, the
sequence in which we call people up for an aliyah to the Torah - the Kohen first, the Levi second and the Yisroel last. This
Medrash is mystifying: What does this teaching have to do with Bnei Yisroel bringing the finished Mishkan to Moshe?

Mabharil Diskin z¢£’I suggests a beautiful explanation for this association. He begins with a question about why the people
brought the various building materials and components to Moshe, rather than have Moshe collect the items as he needed them.
He answers that Moshe was hesitant to go collect from individual people because he didn't want to have to choose whom to go
to first. He knew there would be people who would take it as an insult if they were not called upon to donate first. Therefore,
“M'pnei Darkei Shalom” - to preserve the peace, Moshe Rabbeinu announced that everyone should bring their items to him. It
would seem then, that this posuk is the scriptural source for all rules implemented m’pnei darkei shalom.

My good friend, the author of Sefer Shemen Hatov (he should have a refuah shleima B'karov), cites a practice
among Chassidishe Rebbes, whereas if a chasid wants his Rebbe to be Mesader Kiddushin at his child’s wedding, the chuppa
must take place in the Rebbe's shul or courtyard. The reason is because otherwise it would be impossible to decide how far
the Rebbe would have to travel to be at any given wedding. 25 miles? 40 miles? To a very close chasid 50 miles? But what
will that mean to all the other chassidim if he does not make the trip to their simcha? Therefore, in order to avoid machlokes or
resentment among his followers, many Rebbe’s have implemented this practice and only officiate in their own courtyard.

DRUSH V’CHIDDUSH precautions to ensure that his power and responsibility would

(--2) ... DD QW NN 2N P21 D 5PN 1’3 ST PN PPN not go to his head. This was the purpose of the Kiyor. The
The Chizkuni writes that the role of the Kiyor (basin) was hands represent man’s ability to do and accomplish. The feet
hechsher mitzvah (preparatory act) to allow the Kohanim to  represent man’s mobility and ability to ascend to higher levels

prepare for Mishkan service. Therefore, it is mentioned
separately from the other “service” utensils that are discussed
in Parshas Terumah. The Izhbitzer Rebbe, R> Mordechai
Yosef Leiner zt”l advances a beautiful insight. Positions of
leadership come with great challenge. There is the awesome
yolk of responsibility that can make a leader feel like a
servant to those he is responsible for, as well as a certain loss
of “self” as he becomes fully immersed in caring for the
needs of others. But there is also the danger of developing
an inflated ego and exaggerated sense of “self.” With
leadership comes great power and influence and a leader
can easily misuse this power to advance his own personal
interests and forget those whom he is obligated to serve.
The Kohen, as the spiritual leader of the people, had to take

of greatness. Together, the hands and feet represent man’s
strength, prowess and ability to impact and shape his world.
The Kohen yielded this great power. He served as the
conduit between two worlds. He was charged with serving in
the Mishkan and inspiring the people. He was a religious
leader whose influence was felt far beyond the walls of the
Mishkan (and later the Bais HaMikdash). He was a man
whose power could shape individual and national worlds.
Therefore, upon arriving in the Mishkan, the Kohen must
wash his hands and feet. He was to wash away any personal
motivation or "Tyn". He was to wash away any thoughts of
using his position for self-aggrandizement or self-serving
motivations. He was to wash away his individual interests
and pledge himself to serve the nation and Hashem.
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Moshe Rabbeinu understood the ramifications of building a Mishkan - a home for the Diviné Presence of Hashem. He

knew that everything must be done in the most beautiful way possible. He was afraid that since the Jewish people were coming
out of Egypt, they were surely influenced by the Egyptian understanding of beauty. He did not want this to have any effect on
the Mishkan. He therefore said a special tefillah to Hashem: ".. Y2y WpoNR 1 Oy " - May the "ny»yy’, the special beauty that
will project and define the Mishkan, be a holy and G-dly beauty, and not the empty, superficial beauty of Egypt.

At the end of Moshe’s fefillah, he uses a double expression, "IN W NYYM WHY NN W NwynY', and Rashi tells us this
refers to both the Meleches HaMishkan (actual construction) as well as an individual’s day-to-day avoda. Moshe is asking
Hashem that just as all the work that was done for this special sanctuary contained special intentions and spiritual beauty, so
too, may ALL of our efforts in life contain these same blessings! In fact the building of the Mishkan was meant to be an
exercise in building oneself! Everything physical that a person does can be an act of FUTILITY or an act of SPIRITUALITY'!
It all depends on the intention that one puts in! This is truly Moshe’s plea at this very auspicious occasion of building the
Mishkan! May EVERYTHING that we do in this world - whether it is eating or sleeping or going out to work or learning
Torah - if we put the "n oyw", this special Divine beauty into everything we do, then everything becomes a holy act of building.

The greatest contribution one can make to anything he does in this world is to give his heart! Of course giving one’s heart
begins with using one’s mind! If a person truly wants to build a Mishkan for Hashem in his heart, he needs to have holy
intentions even for the most physical things that he does. This is the key to living a spiritual - and “NE’EMUSDIKA” - life!




