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Moshe Rabbeinu asked his father-in-law Yisro, who was a convert to
Judaism, to remain with Brei Yisroel in the desert. He virtually pleaded with
him, 7©»¥2 1Y 7MY ... WIN YN NI ON - "Do not forsake us ... You will be
for us as eyes.” Why did Moshe beg Yisro to stay on as "eyes”, to watch
over the Jewish people? Why was Yisro's guidance necessary?

R' Abraham J. Twerski Shlit'a explains that when one enters a typical
shul, one is likely to find many different things going on at the same time.
The decorum in many Batei Medrashim is far from proper and Rabbonim
are constantly decrying this state of affairs. However, if for some reason a
non-Jew is in attendance - perhaps for a Bar-Mitzva or some other
celebration - things change radically. Everyone is silent, praying fervently
and even children sit with their parents quietly. No one wants to embarrass
himself in front of a goy or possibly create a Chilul Hashem - Desecration of
Hashem's name, by acting in such a way that would degrade the holiness of
the davening and the sanctity of the n©>n na. Thus, Moshe begged his
convert father-in-law to stay with the Jewish people, as if to say, "Jews will
behave better in your presence. Please stay with us and be 'all eyes' - just
look at us and watch what we do. That is all we really need!"
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R' Simcha Bunim of Pshischa ZT"L would say:
"Justice, Justice shall you pursue.' Why does the Torah repeat the word
Justice?' To teach us that justice must be pursued by just methods. Even an
end as noble as justice, may not be implemented by unjust means!"

In the Sefer Chassidim it says:

"One can tell the true mettle of a hero when he is in battle; can see what
is a true friend in time of need, and can understand what is a truly humble
person when he is provoked to anger."

A successful businessman once said:

"Often people attempt to live their lives backwards; they try to make
more money, in order to do more of what they want, so they will be happier.
The way it actually works is in reverse. You must first be who you really
are, then do what vou need to do, in order to have what you want."
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Parshas Beha'aloscha. He came to the posuk where Bnei Yisroel
complained and cried to Moshe Rabbeinu that they had no fish or meat to
eat. Moshe Rabbeinu, in turn, cried to Hashem and called out, "Was [
pregnant with this people? Did I give birth to them?..... Where will I get
meat to give to these people?"

The Sefas Emes looked up at the man. "We can ask: Why did Moshe
Rabbeinu need to ask these first two questions instead of just saying that
he has no meat to give the people and that he cannot support them in the
wilderness? The answer is clear," continued the Rebbe with a smile.
"Moshe Rabbeinu understood that had he actually given birth to the Bnei
Yisroel and had he been their real father, this excuse of not being able to
support them, would not have been valid. That is because a father is
obligated to support his children as much and as long as he can, with no
limit to this obligation! There are no excuses for not helping out a child!"

TORAH GEMS

(725789=1) /9 NN IV NDON NPN YOI ... O YUY NYIINI NIYN YINI

Although the proper time for the Pesach offering was on Erev Yom
Tov, the 14th of Nisan, some Jews in the desert were forbidden to
participate because they were in a state of ritual impurity. Appealing to
Moshe, they protested their lot, claiming that it was unfair that they be
excluded from this mitzva. Hashem acceded to their request, and the
mitzva of Pesach Sheni was given, affording those who were unable to
offer the korban Pesach at the proper time, a chance to do so one month
later. Because of the sincere entreaty of a small number of Jews, an
additional mitzva was included in the Torah.

The Ba'al HaTanya, R' Shneur Zalman of Liadi ZT''L explains that
the Final Redemption will also come about in the same manner. In exile,
all Jews are ritually impure and distant from G-dliness. Yet every Jew has
the right to demand that Hashem allow us to perform mitzvos and offer the
Pesach sacrifice in the Third Holy Temple, as well as the power to bring
this into actuality. Even Moshe Rabbeinu felt humble in comparison to
the last generation before Moshiach. For, despite the extreme darkness
that would reign immediately preceding the Final Redemption, Moshe
foresaw and was humbled by the self-sacrifice this generation - our
generation - would show to keep the Jewish faith alive, demanding to do
mitzvos even in the most difficult of circumstances.
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A young and newly-married man traveled to the city of Ger to speak
with the great Sefas Emes, R' Yehudah Leib Alter ZT'L. He had just
become married, he told the Rebbe, and things were very difficult for him
and his new bride, as far as a livelihod was concerned. What bothered him
the most was that his father, a wealthy man in his own right, had pretty
much neglected him since the marriage and adamantly refused to help
support him and his starving household. "What should I do?" asked the
young man tearfully.

The Sefas Emes was moved by the young man's earnestness and his
heartfelt plea, and the very next day, he sent a messenger to the young
man's father asking him to come to speak with him. The father hastened to
obey and the Rebbe informed him of his son's bleak situation, inquiring as
to why he seemed to have shut out his son, totally refusing to help him out.

The man listened to the Rebbe respectfully but then tried to justify his
lack of action. "Rebbe, all my life I have worked extremely hard to support
my family, putting food on the table and giving them a comfortable life. I
have even made sure to marry them off honorably. However, I do not feel
obligated to continue supporting my married children, who are now on
their own and should fend for themselves."

Wordlessly, R' Yehuda Leib took out a chumash and opened it up to
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