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Sw13: When the Bnei Reuven and Bnei Gad came to Moshe
Rabbeinu with their query about settling in the land on the
other side of the Yarden, Moshe recognized that his response
was not a blanket answer that applies to each and every

and explicit terms, that there were conditions that must be
met before this group of people can do what they ask. It may
not be right for everyone, but for these two and a half tribes,
this was the correct response. To their credit, they accepted

member of Klal Yisroel. He explained to them in very ¢lear
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Torah Study vs. Mitzvah Obligations: Chessed and Tzedaka:

Bitul Talmud Torah D’Rabim. Last week we discussed the

halachos of an individual stopping his learning in order to do

mitzvos of tzedakah and chessed. The question is: what if many
people are learning Torah - should they all stop their learning for
this? Let us examine two common examples:

1) If a chessed or tzedakah comes to a maggid shiur, while he is
in the middle of delivering a shiur and by doing them, it will
interrupt the learning of all those attending his shiur, should
he stop or should he continue the shiur?

2) If someone comes collecting tzedakah in a full Beis Medrash
of people who are learning Torah and it disturbs those from
learning, is this permitted or not?

Example One. This seems to be a clear scenario in the
Yerushalmi (). Whenever Rabbi Yehudah bar Ilai was saying
shiur and he saw a funeral procession or an opportunity for
hachnassas kalla, he would stop the shiur, participate in the
mitzvah, and then go back and continue the shiur. It is quoted in
halacha ) as well. This is referring to a small break in learning,
when the shiur can be continued afterwards.

Ruining the Whole Shiur. If, by stopping the shiur, it will cause

a long delay, which would make it impossible for the people to

Moshe’s words and followed his ruling to the letter.
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come back and resume the shiur, there seems to be a machlokes
between the Rishonim (early commentators) if it is permitted.
The Rosh 3) holds that in such a case, one should not stop the
shiur because of the complete bitul of Talmud Torah D’Rabim
(of many). The Rokeach, as quoted in Elya Raba @) holds that
one should stop his learning in this situation, because his chiyuv
(obligation) to do the mitzvah outweighs even this type of
Talmud Torah. The Mishna Berura (s) leans toward the opinion
of the Rokeach, and thus, a person should stop the shiur.
However, it is worth noting that the case of the Rokeach is
referring to an absolute personal obligation (chiyuv) like
davening mincha or eating shalosh seudos on Shabbos, whereas
a circumstantial mitzvah like a chessed that came to him, he
might even agree to the Rosh that one should not stop his
learning. Therefore, it would seem that one should not stop
Talmud Torah D’Rabim for a chessed or tzedakah.

Example Two. Many times, people will come for tzedakah into
a full Beis Medrash and walk around asking for money, or even
announcing what they are collecting for. This can cause a bitul
Torah D’Rabim. If this circumstance becomes common, the
right thing to do is to post rules that tzedaka may be collected at
or near the end of the learning sessions. If someone disregards
these rules. one is not required to give him tzedaka.
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R’ Chaim Aryeh Leib Fenster z¢”’l (Shaar Bas

failed and the Jews, seeing through their deception, killed th
R’ Shloime Kluger z¢”’l (Chochmas Shlomo) would say:

majority of judges rule in favor of a man, this means that tho

(1-888-Mailway)
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“omooN Sy WINPT MI5N NNY - The words 'OMOON DY - ‘on their slain ones’ seem to be superfluous? Instead of on their
slain ones, it should have said ‘Im challeleihem’ - with their slain ones. However, seeing the strength of the Jewish people,
the kings of Midyan realized that their chances of survival were slim. In order to save themselves, they deviously crept in
among the slain, hoping that the Jews would think that they were also dead and not touch them. Fortunately, their plan

“NONN DVIVNN DY ... NTYN WAV - The Gemara (v y77M0) teaches: ‘A Sanhedrin (or Beis Din) that rules unanimously
to convict, the man is to be acquitted.’ If all the judges feel a man is guilty, how can he be acquitted? The Almighty created
‘Emes’ (truth) and “‘Sheker’ (false) - two forces that are constantly locked in battle to capture the hearts and minds of mankind.
Wherever truth is strong, you can be sure, falsity is right there attempting to pull it back. Now, if a

‘Sheker’ controlled their minds. But if everyone was unanimous - it is clear that ‘Sheker’ controlled every

one, for if they were all correct, ‘Sheker’ would have been forced to intervene!” Mazel Tov to Reb
. Beryland Suri
A Wise Man would say: Friedman onthe
__ “True success is overcoming the fear of being unsuccessful.” engagementoftheir
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em while they were laying 'y’ - ‘on their slain ones.”

se who dissented were incorrect because
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Auri Fuld wasn’t surprised when he got his draft call in the summer of 2006, during the Lebanon War. He had 12 hours to
say good-bye to his wife and four children, including his newborn son. Within eight hours after that he was at the Lebanese
border. After one day of intensive training, his unit was going into Lebanon to dismantle a faceless terrorist infrastructure.

The night before he went in, Ari wrote out the Torah portions about going out to war. He needed to instill himself with
confidence. On his first day in Lebanon, he walked seven kilometers over craggy mountains deep into Lebanon carrying all of
his gear, as well as one-hundred pound guided missile on his back. Every day before setting out to battle, Ari and his platoon
would recite the Viduy prayer, a prayer of confession usually reserved for Yom Kippur or before one dies. Secular, religious, it
didn’t matter. They were all Jews standing raw and exposed before Hashem:; they literally felt their lives were in the balance.

The Hezbolla guerilla fighters were lying in wait. The next day, Israeli soldiers were moving in deeper. Low on food and
water, Ari’s elite paratrooper unit hid out in an apple orchard for cover and sustenance. It was then that they received
warnings that there was a terrorist hotbed of activity all around them. They were ordered to go in and clean up the area.

“Our highest commanding officer led off with five soldiers,” said Ari. “He called out, ‘Acharai’ - come after me!” This
legendary characteristic of the Israeli army is no myth. The highest ranking officers stake things out for the underlings,
jeopardizing their own safety. “I think the Israeli army is the only army in the world that operates this way,” says Ari.

Seventy yards from where Ari was waiting, his commanding officer was hit in the neck by sniper fire, and missiles were
falling all around him and his men. They sent out a group of evacuation soldiers to try and help the first group, and they were
hit by a missile as well. Men were falling all over the place. The highest ranking officer who remained turned to Ari. “Grab
four men,” he ordered him. “We have to go collect as many bodies as we can. We’re not leaving them out there alone.”

Ari grabbed four of his comrades. They dropped their gear on the floor and grabbed stretchers. Ari knew he had made a
choice. In moving forward into the inferno of injury and death that lay ahead, he may as well have been walking his own
plank. But he wouldn’t abandon his comrades. They took only ten steps out of the orchard when they heard the whistle.

“You hear a whistle and then three seconds later the missile hits,” says Ari. “The scary thing is that it gives you no hint as to
where it’s going to land.” Looking behind them, they saw where the missiles had fallen. Three missiles had landed exactly
where the five soldiers had been standing only seconds earlier. The gear that they had hastily dropped was decimated.

Missiles were falling behind and in front of the group. It seemed like Hashem was clearing a space for Ari. They started
dragging back wounded officers. Ari called a medic who tried unsuccessfully to stop the bleeding on his commanding officer.
That’s when Ari felt something trickling down his back. Blood and water were coming out of him. He had been hit. Ari knew
that if shrapnel had entered his bloodstream, he could die in a few minutes. His legs buckled. The medic came and took off
Ari’s vest. B”H, the piece of shrapnel had penetrated his vest, but had gone no further. All he needed was bandaging.

When his unit crossed the threshold back into Israel, all of the soldiers knelt and kissed the holy ground with palpable
emotion. It was more than good to be home. But Ari felt that the man who had entered Lebanon was not the same man who
was exiting. He made a feast of thanksgiving to Hashem. But that was not enough. Ari had encountered miracles. He had
been given immeasurable gifts. And now it was payback time. He took an accounting of his day and realized that only a small
minority of it was involved in pursuit of the spiritual. His religious study had been on a “low flame.” He wanted to turn it up

to high. And he did, taking a year off from his professional pursuits in order to strengthen himself in his avodas Hashem.
Today, Ari is part of the hanhala at Yeshivat Netiv Aryeh, where he continuously immerses himself in cultivating his

spiritual side. In Ari’s breakfront, he proudly exhibits the piece of Iranian mortar shrapnel that nearly cost him his life, its

serial number still intact. He doesn’t find it odd at all. “That warped piece of iron that you’re looking at ... it looks like a piece

of garbage - but that’s my miracle.”
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Adapted from “Miracle in
Lebanon” by Yael Mermelstein
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Swm: It was well known that R’ Yaakov Kamenetzky z¢”’l
was considered by many to be the “chacham” (wise man) of
the generation. People would come to him for advice and
clarity on almost any topic. Even in psak halachah, each
ruling he gave was clear and individually tailored.

Two acquaintances in Monsey, NY, who were both in the
year of mourning for a parent, were blessed with sons within
a short time of each other. The first went to R’ Yaakov to ask
whether he could make the bris outside of the home during
his year of aveilus. He was told that he could. The second man
was astounded to hear this psak since it seemed to contradict

an explicit halacha in Shulchan Aruch. He posed the same
question to R’ Yaakov and was told that he should make the
bris at home. What accounted for the two divergent responses?

R’ Yaakov explained that the first man was a wealthy
businessman, and the Rav feared that if he made a small bris
in his house, people would suspect that his business was
failing, which could prevent him from securing credit and
potentially harm his business. The second man was a
mechanech (educator) of average means for whom there was
no reason to deviate from the halacha against making a lavish
bris outside the home during the period of aveilus.
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Parshas Maasay begins with a list of the 42 encampments of Bnei Yisroel in the midbar. One of the stops along the way
was a place called Rismah. Rashi says the real name of this place was Kadesh, from where the ill-fated journey of the
Meraglim was launched. The name Rismabh is a reference to the wood of the Rosem tree (Tehillim 120), which when burned
into charcoal remains different than other types of wood. Most burned wood, when the fire is extinguished, cools off at the
same time. However, the coal created from Rosem wood is different, Even when it appears to be extinguished on the outside,
it continues to burn from within for a very long time. Our Sages compare this Rosem wood to one who speaks Lashon Hara.
He appears harmless on the outside but on the inside his slander can cause destruction to its intended target for years to come.
R’ Avraham Pam z¢l recalls a time when there was great interest in listening to Chazzanim (cantors), who would be paid
large amounts of money to daven on Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur and beautify the fefillos. The shul would sell tickets
before Yom Tov, and those who could not afford to buy tickets would wait outside the shul, anxious to hear reports from those
who had attended. They would ask, “How did he daven?” and an entire conversation would ensue about the quality of the
chazzan. Obviously this sort of behavior would commonly lead to a serious violation of Lashon Hara. R’ Pam would say that
on Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur, when seeing a friend from a different shul, he should not ask him, “So, how was the Baal
Tefillah?” or “What did you think of the Rav’s derasha?” This is fraught with the potential to commit serious aveiros on these
holy days of inspiration. One could cause no greater pain than to criticize someone about his own profession which could
destroy the person’s purpose of existence, while enjoying the pleasure of his witty remarks to his listeners. This Shabbos as we
read about Rismah, let us take to heart the evils of Lashon Hara so that we may merit to see the Geulah speedily in our days!

DRUSH V’ CHIDDUSH The Great Sanhedrin went out to meet him. When he saw that
(3-5) MY" Pon NET 505 Mt S NS LMo s s e they were all men of imposing appearance, he ordered seats of

The Medrash Eicha (2:14) relates: Rav Elazar said, “Let
not the parsha of vows (1) be lightly esteemed in your
eyes, because on account of it were the members of the Great
Sanhedrin of Tzidkiyahu slain.” When Yechanya was exiled,
Nebuchadnetzar appointed Tzidkiyahu over five kings. One
day, Tzidkiyahu entered and found Nebuchadnetzar tearing
the flesh of a hare and eating it while it was yet alive. The
King was embarassed and said to him, “Swear to me that you
will not disclose this about me,” and he swore.

Subsequently, the five kings were sitting and sneering at
Nebuchadnetzar in the presence of Tzidkiyahu. He too
sneered and said, “T once saw him tear the flesh of a hare and
eat it.” The five kings went and told the King what the
Jewish king had said about him and he was quite disturbed.

honor for them. “Expound the Torah to me,” he said. They
began to read each parsha and translate it. When they reached
the parsha, “When a man takes a vow” he asked them, “If a
person desires to retract a vow, can he do so?” They replied
that one must go to a scholar who absolves him of his vow.

He said to them, “It seems that you must have absolved
Tzidkiyahu of the oath he swore to me.” He gave an order,
and they were pushed down onto the ground. Then, their hair
was tied to the the tails of horses and they were dragged.

According to halacha, one who takes a vow or swears an
oath can consult a Torah authority and annul it. The Torah is,
however, teaching that though halachically this is possible, an
“ish” - “‘a prominent person” like Tzidkiyahu - once he has
taken a vow or made a promise, he should not seek ways out

Later, the King took up his residence in Daphne of Antioch. _of it, but he should do “whatever comes from his mouth.”’
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The Medrash makes a strong comparison between the posuk, "oN 22 5yon NON' which refers to the travels of the Jewish
people in the desert, and "o PRON NON" - the words declared by Bnei Yisroel during the terrible sin of the Golden Calf. The
Daas Sofer z#’l identifies the connection: due to the words "> PoN NN, the Jewish people were forced to wander in the
wilderness for 40 years. Their long circuitous journey was necessary as they were not spiritually prepared to enter the Holy
Land after being sunk in the shmutz of Mitzrayim for 210 years. They needed to undergo a purification process in order to enter
Eretz Yisroel. This, he says, is akin to a man living in a place extremely close to the equator. In order to move to a very cold
climate, he needs to gradually acclimate himself to cold weather by making a few stops along the way, all the while getting
used to the cold. Our lives are the same. We are meant to live with a gradual process of continuous growth. Whenever we settle
down and get too comfortable, Hashem sends us a message that it is time to “get up and go.” It is time to pick ourselves up
from bad influences, negative character traits, and the sins we commit, and forge ahead. It is time to rid ourselves of the
“Gods” of this world: the money, the pleasures, the desire for honor and glory. When the little voice inside our head calls out,
"IN PRON NON' - these are your gods, these are the things you should worship, we must counter that voice and declare, nON"
"IN N2 OYON - it is time to get up and MOVE, to aim higher, to raise the bar and strive for loftier standards in avodas Hashem.

We are in the middle of Bein HaMetzarim, days that we can connect and feel Hashem’s presence more acutely because He
leaves His place On High and “travels” down to be with His people in their time of suffering. These are days that we need to
cry out and say. “THIS IS MY HASHEM.” We must feel that our journey has come to an end as Hashem finally brings us home.




