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} Yaakov, the third of the Avos, and does not mention the three Avos in
| their proper order?

R' Yaakov Moshe Charlap ZT"L answers, if Bnei Yisroel will reach
he level of Yaakov Avinu - the total fulfillment of Torah and good deeds
then surely they will be worthy of redemption. However, if they do not

| reach this lofty level and will only show their Mesiras Nefesh for the

| sanctity of Hashem's name, as did Yitzchok Avinu, when he was bound

| on the altar as a Korbon, then Bnei Yisroel will also be remembered by

| Hashem, as it is written PN YT IR N - and also my covenant with
| Yitzchok. If they are unable to even reach this level but will at least have

within them the virtue of Chessed and Tzeddakah like Avrohom Avinu,
then too, will they be considered for redemption by Hashem, as it says
PI0TN DNMAN OTII NN GV - and also my covenant with Avrohom I will
remember.

If, Heaven forbid, Bnei Yisroel will be on the lowest level, both
between themselves and Hashem, and with their fellow man, then only the
fact that they return to the land of their fathers to rebuild it from it's state
of desolation and waste, will allow Hashem to have pity on them and
redeem them, as it is written "9 X\INMY" - and the land I will remember.
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Scrubbing or agitating wet fabric is considered an act of laundering
and is forbidden N nn yn. This includes scrubbing wet fabric with the
hand or with the use of a brush, as well as rubbing two parts of the fabric
against each other. Moreover, it includes even swishing a fabric back and
forth in water.

Unlike the prohibition of soaking, which applies only to absorbent
material, the prohibition against scrubbing applies to any soft material,
including leather, rubber and nylon. Scrubbing hard leather, too, is
prohibited, but only 92771 - by Rabbinical decree. Thus, although it is
permitted to pour water on soiled shoes or rubbers, it is nevertheless,
forbidden to scrub the dirt off them while they are wet.

R' Moshe Feinstein ZT"L ruled that since the matter of rubbing plastic
is in doubt, one is permitted to rub it gently, but not forcefully.
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prohibitions nyn Y31 - in today's day, that are forbidden Rabbinically.
For instance, the practice of salting meat before it is cooked to be eaten is
rot NDONNTH NON - Biblically prohibited, because most authorities
agree that blood that was cooked inside a piece of meat is only
Rabbinically forbidden to eat and not nnn yn. However, today, if one
were to proceed without salting and washing the raw meat properly and
accordingly, he would be looked upon, through the eyes of the public, as
if he had eaten Treif - unkosher meat."

The Chazon Ish's face burned with emotion as he spoke, His guest
accepted these profound words and got up to leave. The Chazon Ish
accompanied the Rov to the door and then said, "It's true what you said,
that the Mitzvah of Shemittah is an 1277 MO>N in today's times and not
Biblically ordained. However, it comes a time when one must stop and
ask himself - do we really understand or have any mwn - grasp, as to
what really is an Y3717 WON - a Rabbinic Prohibition?"
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In every livelihood, a person must have faith in Hashem that he will
ailow him to succeed. The farmer who plants his seeds looks to the
Heavens for rain. The entrepeneur who buys and sells his wares, prays to
Hashem for success and profits in his business dealings. However,
explains the Ksav Sofer, R' Avrohom Shmuel Binyomin Sofer ZT"L,
only a person who lends his money to receive interest, does not feel the
need to daven to Hashem and request his kindness. His profit is
established beforehand and it just keeps on growing from day to day.

Thus, the Torah forbids us to take interest from a fellow Jew. On the
other, we know that the Torah does allow a Jew to receive interest from a
non-Jew, because there is always the doubt that the gentile might not
repay on time. Therefore, the Jewish lender will turn to Heaven and have
faith, for he needs Hashem's kindness to assure the return of the loan.
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Why does the Torah begin here by mentioning the covenant with

| turned to his guest and addressed him. "In truth, there are many
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The Mitzvah of Shemittah, which is kept every seventh year in Eretz

| Yisroel, was a difficult one for the Yidden who lived there during the

early half of the twentieth century, when many people based their
livelihood on agriculture. Due to the extreme hardships that were
prevalent then, many people looked to their Rabbonim for certain heterim
and leniencies that they could employ. One such Rov travelled to Bnei
Brak to visit the great Chazon Ish, R' Avrohom Yeshaya Karelitz
ZT"L, to try to convince him to lighten the people's load with regard to

| the prohibitions of the Shemittah year. Said the Rov, "Wly must the

people struggle so much? After all, in today's times, the Mitzvah of
Shemittah is only an 1177 DX - a Rabbinic prohibition. If so, there's no
reason to be so adamantly stringent reagarding these prohibitions -
especially if by doing so, it could cause many people a considerable

monetary loss!"

The Chazon Ish was silent for a moment, deep in thought. Then he




