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Swma: We value 1512 mw) - blessed rains, which will

allow our crops - and ultimately our entire parnassah - to

prosper and grow. But in the same figurative sense, do we
A SERIES IN HALACHAH

LIVING A “TORAH” DAY ‘ I =

Halachos Pertainingtothe “Torah” Table (44)

The Beracha on Fruit - \yn 9 Xm. Fruit that grows on trees
essentially comes from the ground, just like vegetables and
legumes, for which we recite the beracha of "niyTND M9 X"
However, since fruit emanates from lasting ‘“‘year-to-year”
trees, they are given the special beracha of "\yn "9 xMm". If a
person mistakenly said "N instead of "\wn", he has still
fulfilled his obligation since fruit does evolve from the ground
. (Conversely, where he said "\wn" on a vegetable or legume
instead of "NTND’, he is not ¥y and the correct beracha must
be said, unless he corrected himself immediately - 2772 m.)
Clearly Defining What Is and What Isn’t a Tree. Types that
require replanting after each crop like vegetables and beans are
clearly not trees because the definition of a tree is that it regrows
from year to year. The extreme opposite - where the roots,
trunk, and branches remain from year to year are clearly trees.
Therefore, classical fruit such as apples, oranges, etc., are
clearly "y because they grow yearly from the same branch.
For this same reason, most nuts - Brazil, Cashew, Hazel, Pecan
and Walnut - are all "\y". Even a firm bush that has a “tree-like
characteristic”” and its wood lasts from year to year, is deemed
"\wn". Therefore, regular blueberries and blackberries sold in
stores are also "\yi". This “tree-like characteristic” is even
extended to include soft vines which last and produce fruit
yearly. This is why we say "\yr" on grapes and kiwis (2.

Mpysterious Exception. According to the above criteria and
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appreciate the message of the clear blue sky, the warm and
luminous sun? Hashem, in His mercy, is telling us: You are
My children and I will never again do anything to hurt you!
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this “tree-like characteristic,” cranberries and all blueberries
should be classified as "\v". There is, however, a custom, first
mentioned in DTN »N, to make "MXM’ on low growing bushes
that are less than 9-10 inches tall (@navY " 7N9). Presumably,
this is because something that is so low does not have the same
importance or status of a tree. Therefore, on low creeping vines
like cranberries (although they are very long), and low-bush
wild blueberries(less than9 inches), the custom is to say "N’
@) (after checking for worms). This also applies to the popular
“craisins” which are just dried cranberries. Since the custom to
say "N TND” on them is a bit unclear, if one said by mistake "\wn"
instead of "N NN, he is Xyp. Also, if one is unsure whether they
grow on a high bush, like our commercial blueberries, or on a
low bush like the wild ones, he should say "\yn" @).

Debatable Types of Trees. Certain varieties of vegetation
(unlike trees) lose their trunk (or center shoot) when they shrivel
up during the winter. However, their roots remain and grow
again the next year without replanting (like trees). Bananas,
pineapples, and strawberries have this unique characteristic.
Most Poskim (5)rule that they are "m0 and this is what we
do. The Rosh considers them to be "\xyi". If one made "\yn" on
bananas, this is enough of a reason to not require him to repeat
the beracha. Some () say he just finishes the banana without a
new beracha, while the Mishna Berura (7 rules he should eat a
little piece tojustify the "yyi" and then find another "nnTNM" item
to make a beracha on to exempt the rest of the banana.
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R’ Menachem Mendel Morgenstern ZT”’L (Kotzker Rebbe) would say:

“It is a mistake to think that man can exist without faith and Fear of Heaven, while fulfilling the commandments
between man and his fellow man. The Torah tells us: ‘And the earth was corrupt before G-d, and the earth was filled
with violence.” When the point of ‘the earth was corrupt before G-d’ is reached, when the yoke of Heaven is thrown
off and the people begin to sin against Hashem, the immediate result is ‘the earth was filled with violence.””

Rabbeinu Avrohom Seba ZT”’L (Tzror Hamor) would say:

“When Noach cursed his son Cham, he said: "W W - ‘Canaan is cursed.’ On the other hand, when he blessed
his son Shem, he said: '0v PON'N N2’ - ‘Blessed is Hashem, the G-d of Shem.” Why didn’t he bless Shem personally
like he cursed Cham? Because one who considers Hashem his G-d and follows in His ways, and displays to the entire
world to Whom his allegiance lies, he is automatically blessed by the Almighty and blessed by civilization. His
reward will then be a showering of blessing and spiritual bounty from the Heavens on high.”

A Wise Man would say:

“Human beings must be known to be loved, but Hashem must be loved to be known.”
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In a time when the world had literally gone bad, there seemed to be no hope for mankind. “And Hashem saw the land
and behold it was corrupted, for all flesh had corrupted its way upon the earth.” Robbery and promiscuity had become the
norm both in humans and animals, and Hashem decided that it cannot go on this way. Starting with Noach, the only living
being that maintained a hint of G-dliness and human empathy, Hashem instructed him on the manner in which he was to be
saved, in order to rebuild the world anew. The institution of chessed - kindness, that Noach planted in the post-mabul world,
is the original spark of kindness that the entire world feeds off until this very day - Jews and gentiles alike.

Not that many years ago - seventy-one years almost to the day - the world was again thrown into a darkness, the likes of
which mankind has never experienced since the times of Noach. The rise of the Third Reich, and with it, the brutality of
Nazi Germany, is a chapter in the history of the world that reflects the depths of barbarism, sadism and pure unadulterated
evil on a national and even global level. Although Nazi power increased in Germany day by day from as early as 1933, it
wasn’t until the night of November 9, 1938 - Kristallnacht: The night of Broken Glass - when all inhibitions were released
and the facade of normal policy was hideously cast aside. On that infamous night, in a coordinated attack on Jewish people
and their property all throughout Germany, Hitler Youth, Gestapo, SS and SA murdered 91 Jews, 25,000 to 30,000 were
arrested and placed in concentration camps, 267 synagogues were destroyed and thousands of homes and businesses were
ransacked. The SA shattered the storefronts of about 7500 Jewish stores and businesses, hence the appellation
“Kristallnacht” (Crystal Night). Jewish homes were vandalized and many unfortunate Jews were beaten and assaulted.

There was one man, a famous German sports hero by the name of Max Schmeling, who did not sit by and watch the
carnage unfold. Max Schmeling was a boxer who held the title of Heavyweight Champion of the world. He was rich, young
and the darling of German society. However, he wholeheartedly disagreed with Nazi policies and even turned down a direct
invitation by Hitler (YM”’S) himself, to join the Nazi party. During the 1936 Olympics held in Berlin, Schmeling exacted a
promise from Hitler that all U.S. athletes would be protected and he even refused to stop associating with German Jews or
to fire his American Jewish manager, Joe Jacobs, over the public protests of Josef Goebbels and other Nazi officials.

On that fateful November night, two Jewish boys, the brothers Henry and Werner Lewin, were out on the streets of Berlin
while the vicious mobs raged, pillaged and burned anything Jewish. Realizing the severity of their situation and the danger
to their persons if they were caught, they ran through the streets of Berlin looking for a safe place to hide. One of the
brothers recalled that their father, David Lewin, was a friendly associate of the renowned boxer, Max Schmeling, and
without any other options at their disposal, they decided that they had to take a chance on his hospitality.

Schmeling lived in a suite in the ritzy Excelsior Hotel in Berlin. The Lewin brothers ran as fast as their legs could carry
them to the hotel and urgently rang his bell. When he responded, they identified themselves and begged him to have mercy
on them. Immediately, Schmeling agreed to hide the two teenage boys in his apartment and even went so far as to leave
word at the front desk that he was ill and no one was to visit him. For two days, the Lewin boys remained under
Schmeling’s personal care and he would not let them leave until it was safe to go outside once again. He requested no
remuneration or acknowledgment for his kind act and he even helped the brothers get out of Germany at a later date.

Schmeling paid dearly for his insubordination to the Nazi party and Hitler personally ordered him on a suicide mission
from which he miraculously survived. In a world gone mad, he was one man who demonstrated extraordinary generosity

andhumanitarianism.
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Swm: The people of Slonim were preparing a grand
reception for their newly hired Rov, R’ Eizel Chorif
ZT”’L, and to their great fortune, the day of honor turned
out to be bright and sunny - a perfect day for a reception.

As the new Rov was being led around town, one of the
distinguished members jokingly remarked to R’ Eizel,
“Tradition has it, that rainy weather on the day a new Rov
arrives in town is a good omen for both the Rov and the
community. Today, though, the sky is clear and blue and
not acloud in sight. Can this be abad omen?”

R’ Eizel was known as a “chorif” - a sharp witted person,
for a reason and instantly shot back with the hint of a smile
on his lips, “It’s true what you’re saying, but the rainfall is
only in accordance with the stature of the Rov. If he is
mediocre, only a moderate amount of rain will fall. If he is of
medium stature, then a fair amount of rain will come down.

“But if,” he paused with a twinkle in his eye, “the Rov is as
great as myself, then a veritable flood would fall. However,
since Hashem swore that he would never again bring a
mabul to the world, he gave us beautiful weather instead!”
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After the worldwide destruction of the Mabul - Flood,
Hashem issued a decree that, “Every living thing shall be
food for you.” In essence, Noach’s descendants were being
permitted that which was forbidden to Adam Harishon.

R’ Zalman Sorotzkin ZT”L (Oznaim L’Torah)
illustrateshowthisallowanceretains theeducational value
of teaching man his great worth and superiority over the
animals. The sins of the Generation of the Flood were
rooted in ignorance of this fact. They adopted the depraved
ways of the animals, who have no concept of marriage or
family. They assumed that people were free like animals,
and “fook for themselves wives from whomever they chose”
(2-). In their minds, man was no different than animals.

Similarly, by seeing strong animals chasing away weak
ones from rich grazing fields so as to have them all to
themselves, man learned robbery, and filled the earth with
violence and slaughter. The Mabul, aside from being a
punishment, also served to teach Noach and later
generations that man is the center of Creation. Thus, when
he sinned, all the other creatures on earth perished with
him. Even the stars did not shine while the Flood raged.
Without man, thereis noneed for the rest of creation.

In order to further dispel man’s misconception that
humans and animals are equals, Hashem permitted Noach
and his descendants to consume the flesh of animals to teach
man that when he consumes an animal, it gives him strength,
sustenance and nourishment. For this reason, the animal was
created. On the other hand, no creature is entitled to prey
upon man: “Of every beast will I demand it ... I will demand
the soul of man”(n-v). From this, man may learn his exalted
worth, and realizing that he is made "©pPON 098" - “in the
image of G-d,” he will perform no more beastly acts.

EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS
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The Satmar Rebbe, R’ Yoel Teitelbaum ZT”’L, was
once asked why he was so vehemently opposed to Zionism
and the State of Israel. Hadn’t they done good for the Jewish
people as well? The Rebbe responded by quoting the
gemara (H 0% NMAY): “Praiseworthy is the man who has
not walked in the counsel of the wicked - this refers to
Avrohom our father, who did not walk in the counsel of the
Generation of the Dispersal.” The question is obvious:
Since they were wicked people who tried to fight against
Hashem, why would Avrohom Avinu walk with them?
“What is so praiseworthy about that?” asked the Rebbe.

“The answer is that there were actually three groups of
people who built the Tower. Rashi mentions two of them.
The first group said, ‘Let us go up to the heavens and fight a
war against Hashem!” The second group said, ‘Once every
1656 years the sky falls in. Let us make support pillars for
the sky!” Yet, the Medrash tells of a third group, who said,
‘Let us go up to the heavens, far from the pleasures of this
world, and live there like angels!” Now, we understand why
Avrohom did not join the first group or even the second
group. But why didn’t he join the third group? The answer
is, Avrohom decided that one may not join any of the three
groups even for the sake of becoming like an angel.

“And so it is in Eretz Yisroel - there are three groups.
The first group is the people who renounce the Torah and
arefighting a war against Hashem. The second group says,
‘We believe in Hashem, but we need to help Him with our
army and our weapons.” And the third group says, ‘Let us
go and build Torah centers in Eretz Yisroel.” In order to
reach this third group, one must join the first two groups in
order to accomplish this goal. This is unacceptable! We
must stay completely separate from all groups of Zionists!”

mw* FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO
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Parshas Noach speaks of two kindred - yet very different generations: The Dor Hamabul and the Dor Haflagah. Each
generation sinned and was subsequently punished. There is a tremendous lesson to be learned from how Hashem dealt
with each one. From here we can truly gain insightinto what is truly important and beloved to Hashem.

Let us start with the Generation of the Flood. Their sin was 9% and ©nn - meaning they did not treat one another properly.
They stole and cheated each other, showing no respect to the property and feelings of others. How were they punished?
Hashem brought the flood and destroyed the entire world! Animals, trees, everything upon the land was utterly wiped out!

Now let’s take a look at the generation of the Tower of Babel. These people decided to build a tower that would reach
the heavensin order to wage a war against Hashem! They wished to “conquer G-d” - and worked industriously, with great
brotherhoodandunity, toachievetheir goal. What wastheir punishment? Hashemmixed uptheirlanguages!

When we step back and look at the whole picture, it is quite amazing to see what Hashem considers a minor sin and for
what he decided to destroy His entire world. When someone sins against G-d, even to the point of wishing to “conquer”
Him, Hashem says, “On my own kavod (honor) I can be mochel.” But when Hashem sees people not showing kindness
andrespecttoone another, Hashemsays, “Thisis cause for destruction for I cannot be mochel someoneelse’s kavod!”

Olam Chessed Yibaneh! This week let us make a special effort to smile at others and show them kindness and respect!




