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    vosevc k"ptu /"ohukv ohbvfv hbpkn" ohkhnv ,buuf ihcvk lhr
vbuufvu '(wj 'wz ,kve) "u,hatrn rcs ,hrjt cuy" euxpv hrcs
vgeavv hpf ubhhvu /(z"y wz ,kve vcr arsn) "u,hatrn cuy tuvaf"

/u,hrjtc u,cuyu u,jkmv vhv, if 'rcsv ka u,hatrc
hscg tbt :thhj wr rnt" :(:d"e ,ucu,f) trndv hrcs rtck ah z"pku    
'[i,ap hbhgrd thcta-]tb,hf tbh,hhts 'ktrahn vru, vjf,an tks
sumk ,u,ar i,apvn vagtu-]hcahb tbksdnu '[o,ut grztu-]tbhhsau
tbfhrtu 'hn,hk trahc tbkhftnu '[ohhcm sumtu-]thcy tbshhmu '[ovc
tbehkxu '[ohhcmv ,urugn ohpke ie,tu]thcys hfann t,khdn
'heubh tanjk hanuj tanj tbch,fu 'hesrs hren vc ,hks t,nk
hb,t 'vhk hrnt sju sj kfku 'heubh t,hak hrshx t,ha tbhb,nu
gusn hrvu /"thhj hagn ohkusd vnf" hcr rnts ubhhvu 'lrcjk lrshx

/,ubjvn ;ke ,hhbec ep,xv tku lf kf juryk thhj hcr lrmuv
 rtcnu   t"arvnvvagb 'vru,v ignk vz vagn kfa" :(:vp n"c) 

hf 'a"ak tka ,rjt vbuuf oua ung ;,uan vhv tku 'a"ak u,khj,n
',rjt vcajn ;u,ha rfunv smn uc vhv 'vrugk vnvc vbe ukht
kfv vhv tb,hfv kushd ,khj,n 'uhafg kct 'rfnvn iunn jhurvk
,jkmv 'ubhhvu /"ktrahn vru,v jf,a, tk z"hgu wufu vru,v oak
ivn usnkha ohrpxva lfc vhuk, 'ktrahc vru,v ouhe & vnhanv
;ta ovhkg gpauh lfu 'ohna oak tv, i,rhmhn rcf ,ueubh,v

 

thhj wr ka u,geava tmnb /vru,c uksdhu 'ohna oak vhvh sunhkv
/vjkmvc r,fuh "rcs ,hrjt"va vthcv 'rcsv ,hatrc

,urpv vbrahu" :(:s"f z"g) trndv hrcs ruthcc t"arvnv c,f ifu   
'ubhhvu /"wufu vyhav hbur hbur 'wufu urnt vrha htnu 'vrha urnta wufu
urhfzv gusn ihcvk lhrmu /rhak uhkg ohya hmgn vagba iurtva
,khj,n vase,b vyhava" 'rtcnu /ohya hmgn vagb iurtva
'uktf ohause ohmgn ifku '"ifanv oak vugyba 'ohrmnc v,ghyb
iuhfu 'ohausev vru,vu ,ujukv ehzjvk rafunv iurt ,uagk i,hb

 /o,rhac ,tz rfzuv 'ukt ohmg jufn vtc v,ausea
- "rcs ,hrjt"v ,kgn kt vthcv cuyv ,hatrva ubhtr cua    

/"asuev iurt" ,uaghvk ukfha
lf 'vcua,c hbhx rcsnk i,thc vn" t,khfnc ubhmna vkgnv hvuzu   
hbhx rv sngn kt i,bfva itf adsuva hrv '"vcua,c ohshprn i,ghxb
hpfa '",hatr"v ,uchaj kg ,uruvk hsf 'i,ghxb ,hatrn rcf v,hv

 wg)/u,hrjtc vjkmvv if u,hatrc vbfvvrcs engv/(wc y"h ,una 
  '"ohukv ohbvfv hbpkn" cu,fv ,buuf (itf) rcs engvc rtcn z"pku 

r,uh ohause ova 'teus huk yca h"g c,fh, vzv vru, rpxva lhrma
 whg) wv ,sucgc er oeuxhg kfa 'ohyca rtano"cnrvyhna wkv ;ux 

lknk ,unnur ;hxu,a 'vrh,h vause vzv rpxk vhv, lf h"ga '(kcuhu
snkh ignk wudu uc treu" f"vtnf 'u,thre ,gc/"wudu wv ,t vtrhk 
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    While listening to the shofar during the month of Elul, we should
prepare our minds and hearts in order to properly listen, absorb, commit
and apply the many messages of the shofar on Rosh Hashanah. It is well
known that the main judgment of a person takes place as he stands
committed to serving Hashem at the time of shofar blowing. The sound of
the shofar is a multi-message proclamation which demands our action.
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zea`c 'e wxt - mihtey zyxt ycew zay
   Shabbos Parshas Shoftim - Sixth Perek

    g"qyz lel` 'e    September 6, 2008 -

                  zay zexp zwlcd    * 7:04 -(Monsey, NY)(Monsey, NY)(Monsey, NY)(Monsey, NY)      - zay/ dlecb dgpn 1:26
7:20 - zayd mei ly driwy        ~~~~~~~~        9:05 - `"n/rny z`ixw onf            

      9:41 - `"xbd /rny z`ixw onf                   ~~~~~~    8:10 -  aixrn /  miakekd z`v
 `"xbdl / dlitzd onf seq              10:45 -       ~~~~ zhiyl /  k"d`v   -  mz epiax  8:32         

("dlk i`ea" xn`iyn) zayd zlaw mvr onfn xg`l oi` ,mcwen wilcny in - 6:00 drya y"ra dgpnd blt *
zexxerzd ixace miig igwl                                                                                       axd z`n mely `"hily lxrt
reayd zeiyxt i"tr excqp                                                                                      iwqalyew v"xbd zaiyia p"ep

    ''''eeeekkkkeeee    mmmmiiiieeeelllldddd    mmmmiiiippppddddkkkkdddd    iiiippppttttllllnnnn    xxxxttttqqqq    llllrrrr    zzzz`̀̀̀ffffdddd    ddddxxxxeeeezzzzdddd    ddddppppyyyynnnn    zzzz`̀̀̀    eeeellll    aaaazzzzkkkkeeee    eeeezzzzkkkkllllnnnnnnnn    ̀̀̀̀ qqqqkkkk    llllrrrr    eeeezzzzaaaayyyykkkk    ddddiiiiddddeeee((((ggggiiii----ffffiiii))))
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a human being similar to an inanimate  tree? The answer is

that just as a tree goes against the natural force of nature

called gravity and instead fights to grow upwards, so too, 

       
 A SERIES IN HALACHAH
   LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Laws of Zmanim - Halachic Time Parameters - Cont.
The Beracha of Hagomel. If a person went through a
dangerous situation and came out unharmed, he has to

publicly thank Hashem by saying the beracha of Hagomel.

This includes: 1) A sick person who was healed. 2) One

who went through a long potentially dangerous trip over a

sea or 3) through a desert. 4) One who was redeemed from

jail or captivity (1). This beracha has some halachic time

limitations, both in which days to recite it and in which time

of the day to recite it.

Within 3 Days. It is highly preferable to recite Hagomel

within three days of the event (2). This way, the kindness of

Hashem’s protection is still fresh in one’s mind and the

beracha is said with a greater feeling of true gratitude. This
means that if one arrived safely (or was released etc.) on any

time on Monday, he should try to gather a minyan of people

(3) (at least two of them talmidei chachamim) to recite it

before Wednesday is over (4).

Within 3 Days vs. in Front of a Sefer Torah.  Even

though it is customary to say the beracha on a day of Krias

Hatorah (Monday, Thursday, Shabbos) in front of a Sefer

Torah, saying it within three day days takes precedence, and

one should preferably not wait till Thursday morning. This

is the opinion of the Shulchan Aruch as explained by the

main commentators and quoted in the Mishna Berura (5).

However the  Shaarei Efraim (6) brings a widespread
custom to wait until the next Krias Hatorah even if it will be

after the third day. Whichever of these two ways one does,

every Jewish man, woman and child’s purpose in this

world is to grow in Torah and Yiras Shamayim, in spite of

the natural forces of the Yetzer Hara to bring them down!

 `"hily cltyxid jexa d"en z`n  
qhiid cplailw ,l`xyi zad` ldwc ax 

he has upon whom to rely.

Within 5 and 30 Days or Later. If it was not said within
three days, even if the delay was for no good reason, he

should try to say it within five days (7). If that was not done,

he should try to say it within thirty days. He should even

forgo saying it with a minyan to get it done within thirty

days (8). If even that deadline was not kept and it is after

thirty days, he can recite “whenever he wants” (quote from

the Shulchan Aruch). This would (9) indicate that even

years later one can say it. Yet the Aruch Hashulchan (10)

writes that if time went by and the event became mostly

forgotten he cannot recite the beracha any more.

At Night. The beracha of Hagomel takes the place of a

Korbon Todah (Sacrifice of Thanks). The same four groups
of people that say Hagomel are the same types of people

who used to bring a Korbon Todah in the times of the Bais

Hamikdosh. Some poskim suggest that one should only say

Hagomel during daylight hours just as the Korbon Todah

was only brought during the day. However, most poskim

hold that even though there might be a preference to say it

by day, one can, according to halacha, gather a minyan at

night and say it then (11).
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R’ Yisroel Friedman of Rizhin ZT”L (Ohr Yisroel) would say: 

   “The Chumash is divided into five books whereas the Shulchan Aruch is broken up into four books. In fact, man

must be the fifth component when it comes to practical applications. One must examine and carefully scrutinize all

of his actions. Even those deeds that are totally physical must be done for the Honor of Heaven. Thus, the posuk

states: wuhhj hnh kf uc treu ung v,hvuw - ‘And (the Torah) shall be with him and he shall read from it all the days of his

life.’ Every man must watch himself to ensure that his deeds coincide with the path of the Torah.”

R’ Yitzchok Elchanan Spektor ZT”L would say:

   “Dovid Hamelech wrote:  wv ,ru,wvnhn,(j-yh ohkv,) wapb ,chan  - ‘The law of Hashem is perfect, comforting the soul.’

Likewise, the Torah tells us: wohn,wlhekt wv og vhv,  - ‘Be wholehearted (perfect) with Hashem, your G-d.’ The

connection between the two teaches us that wtuv sj t,hhrtu ktrahw - Bnei Yisroel and the Torah are one. Just as a Sefer

Torah is invalid if even one letter is missing, so too, Bnei Yisroel is incomplete when even one Jew strays from Torah.”

A Wise Man would say:

   “I live my life and let others live theirs. What people think of me is none of my business!”



    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    mmmmiiiiwwwwiiiiccccvvvv    iiiixxxxaaaacccc    ssssllllqqqqiiiieeee    mmmmiiiiggggwwwwtttt    xxxxeeeerrrriiii    ccccggggyyyydddd    iiiikkkk                                                                                    ((((hhhhiiii----ffffhhhh))))
      One major obstacle we must overcome in our daily apbv iucaj (accounting of the soul) is to decide whether any
particular deed that we did that day was done as a result of a “bribe” or not. Did we justify our deed with a personal

interest or gratification? For example, when one eats an extra piece of cake, knowing that he or she really shouldn’t, does

he tell himself that it is a mitzvah since otherwise it will get thrown out - and that would cause ,hja, kc?!

   Personal desires literally blind our perception so that we do not see what we do not wish to see; and this is what takes us

far away from the truth. Sometimes in order to perform a mitzvah, a person justifies all his actions along the way even if

they are hurtful or dishonest to others. One can transgress countless sins urhcjk ost ihc - between man and man, with the

goal of the “mitzvah” he wishes to perform completely blinding him!

    R’ Yisroel Salanter ZT”L writes that when Chazal in Pirkei Avos teach us that any argument that is ohna oak - For

the sake of Heaven, will be preserved in the end (ohhe,vk upux), it refers to when both sides of the argument believe that

they are 100% justified; that in their minds they believe everything they are fighting for is truly ohna oak and neither side

will back down nor attempt to make peace. Such a ,eukjn will surely be preserved and it will last forever!

    One must stop and look objectively at every situation. Step out of your own shoes and become a judge who is not
blinded by bribery and self-gratification. Make sure that whatever you do is truly 100% ohna oak!

    ''''eeeekkkkeeee    ddddccccyyyydddd    uuuurrrr    mmmmcccc`̀̀̀dddd    iiiikkkk((((hhhhiiii----kkkk))))

    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    eeeeddddkkkkdddd    iiiinnnn    rrrrcccceeeepppp    ̀̀̀̀ llll    ................    ddddnnnncccc`̀̀̀aaaa    llllllllgggg    ̀̀̀̀ vvvvnnnniiii    iiiikkkk((((`̀̀̀----`̀̀̀kkkk))))
    In the settlement of Rishon L’Tzion, there lived a non-observant Jew who had emigrated to Israel from Europe after

the Second World War. Born from parents who were devoutly religious, his observance of mitzvos had slackened from

the time he had left his father’s home as a young man in Hungary to earn a livelihood. Weak in faith, he did his best to

conceal any vestige of Jewishness when the Nazis invaded his country. It did him no good; when the deportation of Jews

began, he was herded aboard a train bound for Auschwitz. After torturous years under the Nazi regime, he survived the

war and made his way to the Holy Land. Unfortunately, the Land’s spiritual blessings had little influence on him: he had

drifted so far that even Yom Kippur was a day like any other to him.

      On the eve of Yom Kippur 5713 (1952), the man returned home from work as usual. Tired from a full day he lay

down to sleep. That night, his late father appeared to him in a dream wearing a kittel and talis. The father admonished his
son to repent this very night, the night of Yom Kippur, for if not his life would be cut short. When the man woke up, he

decided that it was no big deal, it was only a dream. He tried to shrug off the whole affair, but this became increasingly

difficult as the same dream began to appear to him on seven consecutive nights.

    Distant as he was from religious life, the man had heard of the famous Chazon Ish, R’ Avrohom Yeshaya Karelitz

ZT”L, and felt that in such a matter of religion, he must consult with a person who understands these matters. 

   He traveled to Bnei Brak to discuss his dream with the great Chazon Ish. No sooner had the man entered his study then

the Chazon Ish declared sternly, “You perform forbidden labor on Shabbos, on Rosh Hashanah and even on Yom

Kippur! Your father has no peace in the Upper World. Kores (excision) has been decreed upon you!”

    Having spoken, the Chazon Ish rested his head on his arms as if dozing. The man stood before him open-mouthed,

dumbfounded by what he had just heard. He had yet to speak one word to the holy man.

    After a few minutes, the Chazon Ish opened his eyes and said, “In the merit of which great mitzvah that you performed

in your youth have you been granted new life? The fact that your father is offering you a chance to save yourself is proof
that you must have done something to deserve it. Do you recall any great mitzvah which you performed in your youth?”

    The man regained his composure somewhat and collected his thoughts. He replied that he had always behaved

properly toward his fellow man and was always charitable towards the poor. 

    “This is not sufficient,” responded the Chazon Ish quickly. “Not for this alone will you merit having the Heavenly

decree against you be rescinded.”

    Then the man remembered. He had been about fourteen at the time. A woman informed his father that in a village

some distance from theirs, a young Jewish boy lay dead with no one to care for his burial. And so, as a fourteen-year-old

lad, he had set out alone on a holy mission. Times were dangerous; the roads were filled with roving bands of plunderers.

Under constant fear of death, he had made his way through a forest. His mission proved successful and he buried the lad

by himself. Hearing this, the Chazon Ish nodded in approval. From that day on, the man became fully observant.

    In 1961, the man related his story to the author of a sefer called Kiryas Arba and it was included in the work. When

this author took ill in the spring of 1977, his family sent a copy of his sefer to the holy Steipler, R’ Yaakov Yisroel
Kanievsky ZT”L, along with a request that the Steipler pray for his recovery. Later, the Steipler told a close

acquaintance, “There is a story about the Chazon Ish in this sefer that is truly amazing .... an awesome tale, the likes of

which one does not hear .....”
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eeeeiiiigggg`̀̀̀llll    zzzzeeeeyyyyrrrrllll    mmmmnnnnffff    xxxxyyyy`̀̀̀kkkk    eeeellll    mmmmzzzziiiiyyyyrrrreeee
''''eeeebbbbeeee    jjjjaaaaxxxxwwwwnnnn    rrrrxxxxdddd    zzzzxxxxrrrraaaaeeee                        ((((hhhhiiii----hhhhiiii))))    

     The gemara (th ihkuj) discusses an unusual scenario in

Jewish jurisprudence known as: iht udrv 'ihdrvb udrv tk"
"ihdrvb. The situation as described by the Meforshim is

when witnesses who testified about a murder are later

proven false by later testimony which places them

elsewhere at the time that the alleged murder occurred

(ihnnuz ohsg), then these false witnesses are executed in

place of the person they tried to have killed. However, if

the accused had already been executed for a crime, even if

the witnesses are later proven to have lied, then the false

witnesses are free from this reciprocal punishment and
they are not killed by the hand of Beis Din. This is derived

from the words in the posuk, ,uagk onz ratf uk o,hagu"
"uhjtk - “It shall be done to him what he had planned to do

to his brother,” only what “he had planned to do” but not

if he had actually done it.

    R’ Dovid Feinstein Shlit’a (Kol Dodi) writes that

although it does appear unusual that the false witnesses

can have another man executed unjustly and they do not

suffer a similar punishment, however, upon closer

analysis, we can understand the Torah’s justification for

this rule. Hashem, Who is just in all His ways, would not

have allowed the accused to be executed unless that person
actually deserved that punishment. Therefore the false

witnesses, even though they did wrong, did not cause an

unjust death and so do not deserve execution.

    On the other hand, if their conspiracy is uncovered

before the accused is executed, we know that Hashem

saved him because he did not deserve death. Thus, it turns

out that these false witnesses tried to have an innocent man

killed, and for this they are themselves executed.

   EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS                                       
ON THE WEEKLY MIDDAH OF ...

`̀̀̀lllleeee    yyyyccccgggg    zzzziiiiaaaa    ddddppppaaaa    xxxxyyyy`̀̀̀    yyyyiiii`̀̀̀dddd    iiiinnnn                                                
    ''''eeeekkkkeeee    eeeezzzziiiiaaaallll    aaaayyyyiiiieeee    jjjjlllliiii    eeeekkkkppppgggg    ((((dddd----kkkk))))    

    A soldier in the army of Klal Yisroel is not required to

go out to war if he had just finished building his house but

had not yet inaugurated it. After all the time and effort he

put into its construction, just the thought that he may never

have a chance to live in it would depress him. (Rashi)  

      The Plotzker Gaon, R’ Aryeh Leib Tzintz ZT”L,

writes that each building’s foundation is designed to meet

the needs of its desired longevity. If the building is

temporary, it may not need a foundation at all. For

something sturdier, a foundation must be dug to stabilize it

and help it withstand nature’s forces over time. For a
structure that will carry a lot of weight and is constructed

to last for a very long time, the foundation must be much

larger compared to the rest of the building itself.

    After the first Churban it took seventy years to rebuild.

But the Second Bais Hamikdosh lasted only 420 years and

was missing many key elements, including the Aron

Hakodesh. The third Bais Hamikdosh, however, will be

jmbk - forever, a permanent structure with all the sacred

purity it was meant to contain. sh,g v,t atcu v,mv atc"
"v,ubck - “With fire it was kindled and with fire You will

ultimately build it.” The Temple and its foundation was

burned with fire and will be rebuilt through the flames of
the Spanish inquisition, the scorch of the pogroms, the fires

of the concentration camps, and all the blood and tears of

Klal Yisroel throughout our long and torturous golus. This

wondrous structure, the hahka ,hc (lit. Third Temple) will

be of unparalleled proportions in grandeur and longevity.

Thus, we need to build a massive foundation to support a

building of this magnitude. Nearly two thousand years of

building. Let us pray that the work is near completion.

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF   

 R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO

llllyyyynnnn: We find an interesting phenomenon: Hashem

instituted into the nature of the world, two powerful forces

which are diametrically opposed to one another. 

    On the one hand, there is the concept of gravity, which

tells us that everything that goes up must come down.
Gravity is a force that pulls everything downward so that

nothing can stay up in the air for too long. It is gravity

which keeps us anchored to this earth for without it, we

would never be able to maintain our footing.

     On the other hand, nature dictates that all plant life,

trees, grass, plants, etc., begin growing from down within

the soil of the earth. It then rises upwards toward the sky.

In seemingly direct contradiction to the physics of gravity,

a tree grows straight up into the air and no force of gravity
can bring it down.

llllyyyynnnnpppp: Explains R’ Simcha Hakohen Kook Shlit’a, the

same is true regarding human beings. The posuk tells us,

“A man is likened to a tree in the field.” In what way is
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