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SPECIAL MAZEL TOV TO MR & MRS UDI AND SARALE MANTEL ON THE BIRTH OF THEIR DAUGHTER
PESSIE. MAY THE MANTEL/BLONDER FAMILIES SEE MUCH NACHAS FROM HER.
TORAH TAVLIN IS AVAILABLE FREE OF CHARGE! TO SPONSOR/DEDICATE AN ISSUE IN HONOR OF A SIMCHA, YAHRZEIT,

REFUAH SHLEIMA OR FOR ANY REASON; TO RECEIVE BY MAIL FOR YOUR SHUL OR HAVE IT E-MAILED TO YOU DIRECTLY,
PLEASE CALL 845-821-6200 OR SEND AN E-MAIL TO: TORAHTAVLIN@YAHOO.COM.

e

*

e

*

e

*

e

*

e

*

e

*

e

*

e

*

e

*

e

*

e

*

e

*

e

*

e

*

e

*

e

*

/
0’0

e

*

e

*

e

*

e

*

e

*

e

*

e

*

ahuman being similar toan inanimate tree? The answer is
that just as a tree goes against the natural force of nature
called gravity and instead fights to grow upwards, so too,

every Jewish man, woman and child’s purpose in this
world is to grow in Torah and Yiras Shamayim, in spite of
thenatural forces of the Yetzer Haratobring them down!

A SERIES IN HALACHAH

LIVING A “TORAH” DAY
Laws of Zmanim - Halachic Time Parameters - Cont.
The Beracha of Hagomel. If a person went through a
dangerous situation and came out unharmed, he has to
publicly thank Hashem by saying the beracha of Hagomel.
This includes: 1) A sick person who was healed. 2) One
who went through a long potentially dangerous trip over a
sea or 3) through a desert. 4) One who was redeemed from
jail or captivity (1). This beracha has some halachic time
limitations, both in which days to recite it and in which time

of the day to recite it.

Within 3 Days. It is highly preferable to recite Hagomel
within three days of the event (2. This way, the kindness of
Hashem’s protection is still fresh in one’s mind and the
beracha is said with a greater feeling of true gratitude. This
means that if one arrived safely (or was released etc.) on any
time on Monday, he should try to gather a minyan of people
@3) (at least two of them talmidei chachamim) to recite it
before Wednesday is over ).

Within 3 Days vs. in Front of a Sefer Torah. Even
though it is customary to say the beracha on a day of Krias
Hatorah (Monday, Thursday, Shabbos) in front of a Sefer
Torah, saying it within three day days takes precedence, and
one should preferably not wait till Thursday morning. This
is the opinion of the Shulchan Aruch as explained by the
main commentators and quoted in the Mishna Berura ().
However the Shaarei Efraim ) brings a widespread
custom towait until the next Krias Hatorah even if it will be
after the third day. Whichever of these two ways one does,
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he has upon whom torely.

Within 5 and 30 Days or Later. If it was not said within
three days, even if the delay was for no good reason, he
should try to say it within five days (7). If that was not done,
he should try to say it within thirty days. He should even
forgo saying it with a minyan to get it done within thirty
days (9. If even that deadline was not kept and it is after
thirty days, he can recite “whenever he wants” (quote from
the Shulchan Aruch). This would (9) indicate that even
years later one can say it. Yet the Aruch Hashulchan (10
writes that if time went by and the event became mostly
forgotten he cannot recite the beracha any more.

At Night. The beracha of Hagomel takes the place of a
Korbon Todah (Sacrifice of Thanks). The same four groups
of people that say Hagomel are the same types of people
who used to bring a Korbon Todah in the times of the Bais
Hamikdosh. Some poskim suggest that one should only say
Hagomel during daylight hours just as the Korbon Todah
was only brought during the day. However, most poskim
hold that even though there might be a preference to say it
by day, one can, according to halacha, gather a minyan at
night and sayit then (11).

WEEKLY CHIZUK # 86
While listening to the shofar during the month of Elul, we should
prepare our minds and hearts in order to properly listen, absorb, commit
and apply the many messages of the shofaron Rosh Hashanah. It is well
known that the main judgment of a person takes place as he stands
committed to serving Hashem at the time of shofar blowing. The sound of
the shofaris amult-message proclamation which demands our action.
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R’ Yisroel Friedman of Rizhin ZT”’L (Ohr Yisroel) would say:

NN 9910 ONN NNHY

“The Chumash is divided into five books whereas the Shulchan Aruch is broken up into four books. In fact, man

must be the fifth component when it comes to practical applications. One must examine and carefully scrutinize all
of his actions. Even those deeds that are totally physical must be done for the Honor of Heaven. Thus, the posuk
states: "N 9512 NIV WY NN - ‘And (the Torah) shall be with him and he shall read from it all the days of his
life.” Every man must watch himself to ensure that his deeds coincide with the path of the Torah.”

R’ Yitzchok Elchanan Spektor ZT’L would say:

“Dovid Hamelech wrote: (N-0> ©5nN) v ndwnnmdmn NN - ‘The law of Hashem is perfect, comforting the soul.’
Likewise, the Torah tells us: "PpOX "N 0y NN ONN' - ‘Be wholehearted (perfect) with Hashem, your G-d.” The
connection between the two teaches us that "N TN NN ONIWY - Bnei Yisroel and the Torah are one. Just as a Sefer
Torahisinvalidifeven oneletter is missing, sotoo, Bnei Yisroelis incomplete when even one Jew strays from Torah.”

A Wise Man would say:
“I live my life and let others live theirs. What people think of me is none of my business!”
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In the settlement of Rishon L’Tzion, there lived a non-observant Jew who had emigrated to Israel from Europe after
the Second World War. Born from parents who were devoutly religious, his observance of mitzvos had slackened from
the time he had left his father’s home as a young man in Hungary to earn a livelihood. Weak in faith, he did his best to
conceal any vestige of Jewishness when the Nazis invaded his country. It did him no good; when the deportation of Jews
began, he was herded aboard a train bound for Auschwitz. After torturous years under the Nazi regime, he survived the
war and made his way to the Holy Land. Unfortunately, the Land’s spiritual blessings had little influence on him: hehad
drifted so far that even Yom Kippur was a day like any other to him.

On the eve of Yom Kippur 5713 (1952), the man returned home from work as usual. Tired from a full day he lay
down tosleep. That night, hislate father appeared tohim in a dream wearing a kittel and talis. Thefather admonished his
son to repent this very night, the night of Yom Kippur, for if not his life would be cut short. When the man woke up, he
decided that it was no big deal, it was only a dream. He tried to shrug off the whole affair, but this became increasingly
difficultas the same dream began to appear tohim on seven consecutive nights.

Distant as he was from religious life, the man had heard of the famous Chazon Ish, R’ Avrohom Y eshaya Karelitz
ZT”’L, and feltthatin such amatter of religion, he must consult with aperson whounderstands these matters.

He traveled to Brei Brak todiscuss his dream with the great Chazon Ish. No sooner had the man entered his study then
the Chazon Ish declared sternly, “You perform forbidden labor on Shabbos, on Rosh Hashanah and even on Yom
Kippur! Your father has nopeacein the Upper World. Kores (excision) has been decreed upon you!”

Having spoken, the Chazon Ish rested his head on his arms as if dozing. The man stood before him open-mouthed,
dumbfounded by what he had just heard. He had yet to speak one word to the holy man.

After afew minutes, the Chazon Ish opened his eyes and said, “In the merit of which great mitzvah that you performed
in your youth have you been granted new life? The fact that your father is offering you a chance to save yourself is proof
that you must have done something todeserve it. Do you recall any great mitzvah which you performed in your youth?”

The man regained his composure somewhat and collected his thoughts. He replied that he had always behaved
properlytoward his fellow man and was always charitable towards the poor.

“This is not sufficient,” responded the Chazon Ish quickly. “Not for this alone will you merit having the Heavenly
decreeagainstyouberescinded.”

Then the man remembered. He had been about fourteen at the time. A woman informed his father that in a village
some distance from theirs, a young Jewish boy lay dead with no one to care for his burial. And so, as a fourteen-year-old
lad, he had set outalone on a holymission. Times were dangerous; the roads were filled with roving bands of plunderers.
Under constant fear of death, he had made his way through a forest. His mission proved successful and he buried the lad
byhimself. Hearing this, the Chazon Ish noddedin approval. From thatday on, the man became fully observant.

In 1961, the man related his story to the author of a sefer called Kiryas Arba and it was included in the work. When
this author took ill in the spring of 1977, his family sent a copy of his sefer to the holy Steipler, R’ Yaakov Yisroel
Kanievsky ZT”L, along with a request that the Steipler pray for his recovery. Later, the Steipler told a close
acquaintance, “Thereis a story about the Chazon Ish in this sefer that is truly amazing .... an awesome tale, the likes of
whichonedoesnothear.....

e

*

e

*

e

*

e

*

e

*

e

*

e

*

e

*

e

*

e

*

e

*

e

*

e

*

e

*

e

*

e

*

e

*

e

*

e

*

PN TTEYY TaTTeNDH TR tI'ORAI-i GEM SJ K110 7R 133 UK TR A

(=) N RTPR YN YA

-2 2EY 2en TN

The gemara (% o) discusses an unusual scenario in
Jewish jurisprudence known as: X 171,27 10 XD
"p3m. The situation as described by the Meforshim is
when witnesses who testified about a murder are later
proven false by later testimony which places them
elsewhere at the time that the alleged murder occurred
(o ©1y), then these false witnesses are executed in
place of the person they tried to have killed. However, if
the accused had already been executed for a crime, even if
the witnesses are later proven to have lied, then the false
witnesses are free from this reciprocal punishment and
they are not killed by the hand of Beis Din. Thisis derived
from the words in the posuk, Mmwy> DNY IWND Y DPYYY’
"WNND - “It shall be done to him what he had planned to do
to his brother,” only what “he had planned to do” but not
ifhe had actually doneit.

R’ Dovid Feinstein Shlit’a (Kol Dodi) writes that
although it does appear unusual that the false witnesses
can have another man executed unjustly and they do not
suffer a similar punishment, however, upon closer
analysis, we can understand the Torah’s justification for
this rule. Hashem, Who is just in all His ways, would not
have allowed the accused to be executed unless that person
actually deserved that punishment. Therefore the false
witnesses, even though they did wrong, did not cause an
unjust death and sodonot deserveexecution.

On the other hand, if their conspiracy is uncovered
before the accused is executed, we know that Hashem
saved him because he did not deserve death. Thus, it turns
out that these false witnesses tried tohave aninnocent man
killed, and for thistheyare themselvesexecuted.

A soldier in the army of Klal Yisroel is not required to
go out to war if he had just finished building his house but
had not yet inaugurated it. After all the time and effort he
putintoits construction, just the thought thathe maynever
have achancetolivein it would depress him. (Rashi)

The Plotzker Gaon, R’ Aryeh Leib Tzintz ZT’L,
writes that each building’s foundation is designed to meet
the needs of its desired longevity. If the building is
temporary, it may not need a foundation at all. For
something sturdier, a foundation mustbe dug tostabilize it
and help it withstand nature’s forces over time. For a
structure that will carry a lot of weight and is constructed
to last for a very long time, the foundation must be much
larger compared totherestofthe buildingitself.

After the first Churban it took seventy years to rebuild.
But the Second Bais Hamikdosh lasted only 420 years and
was missing many key elements, including the Aron
Hakodesh. The third Bais Hamikdosh, however, will be
NNIY - forever, a permanent structure with all the sacred
purity it was meant to contain. TNy NNN YN NNNN WX
"Ny - “With fire it was kindled and with fire You will
ultimately build it.” The Temple and its foundation was
burned with fire and will be rebuilt through the flames of
the Spanish inquisition, the scorch of the pogroms, the fires
of the concentration camps, and all the blood and tears of
Klal Yisroel throughout our long and torturous golus. This
wondrous structure, the »v»ow 2 (lit. Third Temple) will
be of unparalleled proportions in grandeur and longevity.
Thus, we need to build a massive foundation to support a
building of this magnitude. Nearly two thousand years of
building. Letus praythat the work isnear completion.
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One major obstacle we must overcome in our daily wan pawn (accounting of the soul) is to decide whether any
particular deed that we did that day was done as a result of a “bribe” or not. Did we justify our deed with a personal
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Yem: We find an interesting phenomenon: Hashem
instituted into the nature of the world, two powerful forces
which arediametricallyopposedtooneanother.

On the one hand, there is the concept of gravity, which
tells us that everything that goes up must come down.
Gravity is a force that pulls everything downward so that
nothing can stay up in the air for too long. It is gravity
which keeps us anchored to this earth for without it, we
would never be able tomaintain our footing.

On the other hand, nature dictates that all plant life,
trees, grass, plants, etc., begin growing from down within
the soil of the earth. It then rises upwards toward the sky.
In seemingly direct contradiction to the physics of gravity,
a tree grows straight up into the air and no force of gravity
canbringitdown.

Swna: Explains R’ Simcha Hakohen Kook Shlit’a, the
same is true regarding human beings. The posuk tells us,
“A man is likened to a tree in the field.” In what way is
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interest or gratification? For example, when one eats an extra piece of cake, knowing thathe or she really shouldn’t, does
he tell himself thatitis amitzvah since otherwise it will get thrown out - and that would cause n'nwn5a?!

Personal desires literally blind our perception so that we do not see what we do not wish to see; and this is what takes us
far away from the truth. Sometimes in order to perform a mitzvah, a person justifies all his actions along the way even if
they are hurtful or dishonest to others. One can transgress countless sins y2nY DTN Y2 - between man and man, with the
goal of the “mitzvah’ he wishes toperform completelyblinding him!

R’ Yisroel Salanter ZT”L writes that when Chazal in Pirkei Avos teach us that any argument that is 0w o5 - For
the sake of Heaven, will be preserved in the end (D»pnn1970), it refers to when both sides of the argument believe that
theyare 100% justified; thatin their minds theybelieve everything they are fighting for is truly ©»wowb and neither side
will back down nor attempt to make peace. Such a npyonn will surely be preserved and it will last forever!

One must stop and look objectively at every situation. Step out of your own shoes and become a judge who is not
blinded by bribery and self-gratification. Make sure that whatever you dois truly 100% 0w ow?!




