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| Heschel ZT"L, the Apter Rov, that the purpose of creation is for man to
be happy with Hashem and His ways. The Shira of B'nai Yisrael was

| One who is able to say Shira every day the way B'nai Yisrael said it at the

comes from Hashem. This is the truth that everyone will understand in the
| world to come. Happy is the one who is capable of this understanding
| while still in this physical world. This is the true purpose of Shira, and
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The Medrash tells us that until the Yiden sang shira at the sea, no one
in history had ever praised Hashem with shira - song. Hashem responded
and said, "For this I have waited!" Explains R' Avraham Yehoshua

rooted in abundant and profound joy. It is the joy a Jew knows when he is
happy and satisfied with Hashem. It means he realizes that everything is
from Hashem, and it is absolute Chesed. That is the level B'nai Yisrael
reached at the Sea. They understood the whole episode of their slavery,
and the ensuing Exodus from Egypt in context and it made perfect sense.
This is what Chazal mean to tell us, "Anyone who says Shira every
day, will merit to say it before Hashem in the world to come." (: x3 PITMD)

ea, is one who already understands that everything in life is Chesed that

therefore Hashem declared, "For this I have waited!”
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R' Naftoli of Ropschitz ZT"L would say:
"Do you know why there are new editions of the Haggadah every

year? It is because the Rasha of last year's Haggadah has become the
chochom this year!"

R' Avrohom Twerski Shlit"a would say:

"A person is supposed to advance himself by moving his legs, not by
pushing his elbows!"

R' Akiva Eiger ZT"L would say:

"Just as a person exerts himself to ensure that he has a proper quantity
of wine for the seder, so should he exert himself to ensure that he has a
proper quantity of maror!"
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want to fill up on this, as many delicacies are soon to come. And sure
enough, right away they served him a spoon full of a white, ground-up
vegetable, the entree must have finally arrived! He devoured the spoonful
and after just a brief moment, his breathing stopped, his eyes streamed
with tears, and he started choking uncontrollably. He barely managed to

raced out of the house in a fury and waited in the shul for his friend.

full and content. "How was your meal?" he asked pleasantly. The goy
started venting his anger and frustration. The Jewish friend answered,
"You fool - you left just before the meal was about to begin! If you would
have waited just another five minutes, it would have all been worth it!"

Said R' Nachman, "This is how we must relate to every 'piece of
marror' that we are served. We simply have to realize that this is the final
stage - that after the darkness comes the light of redemption. Everything
merely leads up to that final moment of brilliant light."

get out the words, "Shame on you! This is how you treat your guests!" He |

Finally, a little after midnight, his Jewish friend came looking for him, |
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Before the Haggadah mentions the four sons, we bless Hashem for
giving us the Torah. What is the relevance of this to the four sons?

The Ohr Hachaim ZT"L writes that Bnei Yisroel in Egypt were at
the lowest spiritual level, the 49th level of NNV - impurity. Hashem
knew that the Jews must leave Egypt now; it was now or never. If they
went down to the 50th level, they would no longer have any holiness left
as Jews, and would be forever lost. This was before the Torah was given
to the Jews on Har Sinai. However, after the Torah was given, even if the
Bnei Yisroel would sink to the 50th level, there was still hope for them
through the purity and holiness of the Torak. No matter how far a person
has strayed, he is always able to come back by exposing him to Torah.

The Ba'al Haggadah is teaching us this important lesson; that all of
one's sons, even if one of them is the rasha, the wicked son, can be
brought back by telling him words of Torah. This is the cure today for the
wandering son who is lost, 9. Don't talk about anything else. Don't
impress upon him that he must perform every single mitzva. Just tell him
the beautiful words of Torah. Learn with him in depth about the parshah
- open up a gemara and learn together. He will be transformed! (

although he wasn't Jewish, the goy was absolutely famished - he had
| eaten nothing all day - and agreed to go wherever he was told.
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" | wine simply intensified his hunger. Afterwards, they served him a small

| Was-*his anot
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The story is told over in the name of R' Nachman of Breslov ZT"L
about two friends, a Jew and a gentile, who came to a city on Erev
Pesach and inquired about a place to lodge for the upcoming Yom Tov.
The Gabbai had no problem finding each of them a place to say and

After the lengthy prayers were concluded, the goy was led to the home
of his host. The host recited kiddush and everyone drank and the taste of

piece of parsley with salt-water - as if they were making some kind of
joke. They then shoved a book in his hands and everyone started singing,
his stomach growling throughout. After a lengthy discussion, all the
while the gentile waiting patiently, they drank the second cup of wine.
They then stood up to wash and one child asked, "Father, why do we
wash our hands now?" "For the meal," responded the father. Finally!!
The gentile was overjoyed, as his hunger would finally be resolved.
He washed his hands with the rest of them and sat down, peering
uncomfortably at the strange, round crackers on the table. The host
recited the berachah and gave each of them a small piece - that was it!
her joke? He comforted himself thinking that they just don't




