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    f'ejmh wr rnt /",cav ouhk rha runzn" :(c"m ohkv,) arsnv  c,
vbhbga) iufk ,chvhs t,hbdrn '?utr uvn '",cav ofk i,b wv hf utr"
/(,cac vbunyv ,hkdrnc ibuc,vk aha ',hkfa vhtr thv vhtrv ka
'"sjtk rnugv hba" 'kupf rnug 'kupf t,cas texhg kf 'ejmh r"t
,un vhkkjn" 'kupf vabug '"ohacf hba ,cav ouhcu" 'kupf ubcre
vh,urvzt '"scufn wv auseku 'dbug ,cak ,treu" 'kupf vrfa '",nuh
tmnb /",cav ouhk rha runzn" 'kupf urunzn '"runa"u "rufz" ',ukupf
ihcvk ah ifu ?gusn ihcvk lhrmu /ov ohkupf ,cav ka vhrcs kfa
t,hbdrn" thv ,cava 'ejmh wr ka iuatrv urntn ihc ,ufhhav vn

?,cac ,ukhpf ka ihbg aha hbav urntnk '"tcy
c c,fa ',ukhpfv ihbg ruthcc vtrbu    ktunan oa'(y"gr, ghrz,) 

',cav ihbg kg vrun vza tkt 'tnkgc kupf iuak er vz ihta vtrbu
rnaa hsuvh kf 'tcv okugk vhhfzc unfa ubhhvu 'kupf ihbg vc aha
ah c"vugc kct 'ihua okuf vzcu 'c"vugk xbfhk vfuz ,uumnu vru,
rtucnfu /,umnv ouheu vru,v kngc u,geav hpf ehsm kfk rusn
,hc kt ostv lkuv hf" :euxpv ,t ,arusa (/cbe ,ca) trndc
usucf hpk rusn uk ohb,ub ehsm kfa snkn 'ejmh r"t" '"unkug
uhscgu tuv xbfba osu rac lknk kan '(uk lhhav okug ubhhv "unkug")
sjt kf 'ohbk ovaf /ihxbfb sjt rgac ikuf 'ihxbfb ovaf /rhgk
ihxbfb okuf 'c"vug ihgn thva ,cac if /"usucf hpk rusn uk ihb,ub

 

ktrahca kusdk vua ,cac vftkn ruxhta 'sjt rgac vhkt
ubhhvu 'usucf hpf ehsm kfk rusn ah ,cac kct 'ovca ,ujpku

/u,bfv hpf sjt kfk vb,an ,cav ka hbjurv dubg,v
ihbg sjtv /ohbhbg hba vc ah hf ',caca ,ukhpfv ihbgc ruthcv vzu    
'hyrp ihbg hbavu 'ihua okuf vzca 'vftknv jruyn vjubnv thv 'hkkf
/u,drs hpf sjt kf dhan vzca 'wvc ,uehcs ka hbjurv dubg,v ,adrv
aha "tcy t,hbdrn"v ihbg arsnv ohsev gusn icun z"hpk odu
,t gsb 't,hbdrnv hvn ihcba rjt er hf ',ukhpfv ihbg hbpk ',cac
vjubnv sckna ,snkn "t,hbdrn"v hf ',ukhpfv ka ,ugnanv
,caca ',ukhpfv ihbg thvu 'hbjur dubg, od uc ah ',cac aha ,hnadv

/wvc ,uehcs-hyrpu 'vjubn-hkkf 'ohbhbg hba ah
ehsm kfk ah tcv okugca ubsnkna ejmh hcr hf 'vzc ;hxuvk ahu    
okug ihgn" thva ,cac oda 'snkna vz tuv 'usucf hpk rusn ehsmu

 /usucf hpk rusn ehsm kfk ah "tcv
,urhnz) "hghca asen kf" yuhpc cu,fa vn rtck kfub if od vzcu    
ihcvk aha '"tuck ohrvnnu ',cav in ,tmk ohrjtnv" '(,ca khk
,cac aha 'ubhrcs hpk kct ?v,xhbfk ,cav ,thmh ,t ohsev gusn
',cav ka tkpbv vngy ougyk ohfuza rjta 'cahhk ah 'hbjur dubg,
'vk upmh vtcv ,cak ghdhafu ',tmk ohrjtnu 'vbnn srphvk vae

 whg) tuck unhsehuirvt ,hc/(ohyuehk '
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llllyyyynnnnpppp: In full view of Moshe and the Elders, Zimri

committed a heinous act. But Moshe did not react! He was

at a loss! He had “forgotten” the halacha which applied in

 A SERIES IN HALACHAH
   LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Laws of Zmanim - Halachic Time Parameters - Cont.
Leniencies in the Shabbos Bein Hashmoshos. During Bein

Hashmoshos going into and out of Shabbos, one can do an

ibcrs ruxht (Rabbinic prohibition) for a pressing need (loss,

mitzvah, upsetting circumstance or bodily pain). This includes

doing the ibcrs ruxht oneself or telling a gentile to do a

Torah-based prohibition (t,hhruts ruxht). Although the latter is

permitted even if one is part of a communal acceptance of

Shabbos (reciting the last line of Lecha Dodi  in his minyan, or

a ladies’ candlelighting according to the Mishna Berura (1)), the

former is only permitted when there was no early acceptance,

or there was an individual but not a communal acceptance (2). 

    This leniency when going into Shabbos, ends at 72 minutes

after sunset for those who do like Rabbeinu Tam and 41
minutes after sunset for those who do like the Gaonim. All of

the above does not apply to such Rabbinic prohibitions which

come close to causing a person to stumble in a Torah

prohibition, such as doing a melacha in an unusual manner or a

vpudk vfhrm vbhta vftkn (work done for a purpose other than its

purpose in building the Mishkan).

Examples when a Jew can do a Rabbinic Prohibition. 

If an expensive muktza item was left outside, or delivered

and dropped off outside, and might be stolen, it may be

carried inside. (On Shabbos itself it could be done with one’s

foot or by asking a gentile because although asking a gentile

to do a Torah prohibition to avoid loss is only permitted
during ,uanav ihc, asking him to do a Rabbinic Prohibition

is permitted even on Shabbos itself to avoid a loss.)

 

1)

this case: “One who has relations with a non-Jew, zealots

may kill him.” The people cried bitter tears and did not stop

until Pinchos, spear in hand, killed the wicked perpetrator.

 `"hily cltyxid jexa d"en z`n  
qhiid cplailw ,l`xyi zad` ldwc ax 

If an Eruv Tavshilin was not made till the ,uanav ihc going

into Yom Tov, it can still be made until ohcfufv ,tm (3)

(definite nightfall) with a beracha (4).

If a fully cooked item was mistakenly left off the blech, it

can be put on till ohcfufv ,tm. 
If one is not feeling well, but not sick enough to be in bed,

he can take medication or pain killers. (On Shabbos itself it

is only permitted if one is so sick that he should be in bed.)

Preparing anything on Shabbos for a weekday need is a

Rabbinic prohibition (vbfv) (5) even without a melacha, such

as bringing wine from the attic for Havdala. Under the

pressing circumstances mentioned above one can do a

preparation during ,uanav ihc.
Examples of when a Jew Cannot Do a Rabbinic Prohibition
Even for a Pressing Need.  The following cases are forbidden:

Doing work in an unusual manner (hubha) is only a ibcrs ruxht
(Rabbinic prohibition). Yet, it comes close to stumbling in a

Torah prohibition, and is prohibited even during ,uanav ihc,
even under pressing circumstances (6). Therefore, if an

important light was left off, one cannot turn it on with his.

To carry in a public domain (ohcrv ,uar) less than 4 amos

at a time by stopping and starting, is a Rabbinic prohibition.

Yet since one can easily forget and carry 4 amos in one shot,

it is forbidden during ,uanav ihc even for a pressing need (7).

Cutting nails is a vpudk vfhrm vbhta vftkn (explained above)

and due to its closeness to a Torah prohibition, it is always
forbidden even during ,uanav ihc. This is also forbidden

because many hold that by zzud, even d"kmtkn is chhj (8). 

2)

3)

4)

5)

1)

2)

3)
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     R’ Chaim Soloveitchik (Brisker) ZT”L would say:

    “People have a misconception of what peace is. They think that there must be peace at all costs; as long as there

are no fights or disputes between anyone, then all is fine. The root of the word sholom, is, in fact, shleimus, which

means perfection. The ultimate state of perfection is where there is peace between man and Hashem. However,

during the terrible plague in the desert, there was no other way to achieve true sholom and Pinchos had to act as he

did in order to restore peace. We see from here, that by overriding peace, momentarily causing machlokes, Pinchos

restored a more important and effective peace for Bnei Yisroel, peace between them and Hashem.”

R’ Sholom Dov Ber of Lubavitch ZT”L (Rasha”b) would say:

   “Many people await the coming of Moshiach and the ‘better days’ it will bring. In truth, however, these are the

best days there are. What Moshiach will do is reveal the hidden goodness of our present-day existence.”

A Old and Wise Man would say:

   “Ah, the joys of youth! But in reality, it’s easier to be old than young. You make just as many blunders, but

you’ve become much more adept at not recognizing them!”



((((bbbbiiii----ddddkkkk))))    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    llll`̀̀̀xxxxyyyyiiii    iiiippppaaaa    llllrrrr    xxxxttttkkkkiiiieeee    eeeeiiiiwwwwllll`̀̀̀llll    `̀̀̀ppppwwww    xxxxyyyy`̀̀̀    zzzzggggzzzz                                                                                    
    Where do we find true Mesirus Nefesh in this day and age? By and large, we don’t see people giving away their last
dollar, shekel or euro to learn Torah and there are hardly decrees that forbid us to keep Shabbos or perform a bris milah.

Today, it is not necessarily the enemies from without that challenge our steadfast service of Hashem, but rather the enemy

from within - the yetzer hara that detracts us. Thus, the first step in Mesirus Nefesh is to have our values and priorities

straight. Once we know what is important, it will be easy for us to stand up for it -  and even sacrifice for it.

    R’ Shimshon Pincus ZT”L says that when one is moser nefesh, when one takes his own ratzon - will, and, rather than

nullifying it altogether, elevates it by doing the will of Hashem, this is real Mesirus Nefesh through sacrifice in the truest

sense. However, we never give up pleasure when we are truly striving for ruchnius and spirituality because the pleasure one

derives from sacrificing for the right thing is so great that one doesn’t even feel the sacrifice!

    It is only the first moments of Mesirus Nefesh that are hard; once you do the right thing, you feel tremendous pleasure.

“When your goal is so great and so important to you,” said R’ Shimshon, “the Mesirus Nefesh becomes the Menuchas

Hanefesh!” R’ Shimshon said he felt this when he decided to stop reading newspapers. At first it was hard not to be “up on

the news,” but afterwards it was true oneg! One might be afraid to take upon himself a great achievement because he feels he
is not up to it. Remember that you can do much more than you think you can - if you believe in your goal!

((((eeee----ddddkkkk))))    ''''eeeekkkkeeee    mmmmiiiikkkkaaaa    ddddnnnnddddeeee    llll`̀̀̀xxxxyyyyiiii    iiiippppaaaa    zzzzccccrrrr    llllkkkk    iiiippppiiiirrrrlllleeee    ddddyyyynnnn    iiiippppiiiirrrrllll    zzzziiiippppiiiiccccnnnndddd    zzzz`̀̀̀    eeeeiiiigggg`̀̀̀    llll`̀̀̀    aaaaxxxxwwwwiiiieeee    ̀̀̀̀ aaaa    llll`̀̀̀xxxxyyyyiiii    iiiippppaaaannnn    yyyyiiii`̀̀̀    ddddppppddddeeee

((((aaaaiiii    ,,,,`̀̀̀iiii----ddddkkkk))))    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    mmmmeeeellllyyyy    eeeellll    oooozzzzpppp    iiiippppppppdddd    xxxxnnnn`̀̀̀    ooookkkkllll    ................    ooooddddkkkkdddd    ooooxxxxdddd`̀̀̀    ooooaaaa    xxxxffffrrrrllll`̀̀̀    ooooaaaa    qqqqggggppppiiiitttt
    Pinchos, the son of Elazar, the grandson of Aharon Hakohen, surely had quite a distinguished lineage. Rashi tells

us that the Torah specifically recalls Pinchos’ lineage so that people shouldn’t mistake him for an unworthy

individual who had no right to act as defiantly as he did. Of course, every Jew has a distinct yichus; we’re all

descendants of Avrohom, Yitzchok and Yaakov Avinu, and we must never lose pride in our heritage.

   Growing up in irreligious homes, raised in different countries with varied cultures, a young man and woman felt the

call of true Torah Judaism and each, in his and her unique way, heeded that clarion call. Both found their way to

Jerusalem and attended schools that catered to Baalei Teshuvah. In a short time, they were doing mitzvos and

understanding Judaism and not long after that, they met and instantly knew they were destined for each other.

    They became engaged and the chosson and kallah maintained an open dialogue upon which they based their future
relationship. They pledged to always be open and honest to one another. This pledge, though, soon became a source

of angst and grief to the bride. She had a secret but she didn’t know how to tell her soon-to-be husband. She stayed up

nights racking her tormented conscience. She cried her eyes out but she had no one to confide in. Finally, with less

than two weeks before the wedding, she couldn’t take it any longer. She reasoned that her fiance would have to accept

her if he was truly committed to their relationship and in the end, she thought, he would surely understand.

    The next day, she told him her secret. In her previous non-religious life, she had been married for a very short time,

to a non-Jew. The whole marriage lasted a few short weeks and they were divorced in a civil court where she grew up

back in Argentina. She studied him carefully and was shocked by his reaction. His face lost its joyful exuberance and

a mask of anguish took its place. Rather than be angry, he was devastated. He tried to speak but his words had a hard

time forming off his lips. “But .... but .... I’m a Kohen,” he said through his tears. She hadn’t known before but he

somehow explained to her that a Kohen is forbidden to marry a woman who was once married to a non-Jew.

   What to do? They went together to his Rosh Yeshivah and discussed the matter. The boy’s Rebbe recognized the
seriousness of the matter and suggested that they go quickly to R’ Shlomo Zalman Auerbach ZT”L, the Posek Hador.

Maybe he would be able to come up with a solution. It was late at night already, but they headed off immediately. 

    When they reached R’ Shlomo Zalman’s house it was after midnight, but due to the severity of the case they felt like

they couldn’t stop now. To their good fortune, the inside light was on and when they knocked softly, the door was

opened for them by the Rov himself. R’ Shlomo Zalman listened to the whole story and his face mirrored their sorrow.

According to halacha, he told them, there was no solution - the couple could not marry. The couple stood before the

great man and saw how he truly felt their pain. Then, without warning, R’ Shlomo Zalman broke out in a bitter cry! His

love for his fellow Jew was so apparent that his merciful heart could not bear their pain. The couple later related that it

was nearly impossible for them to stand and listen to the Tzaddik’s cry; it was a cry that broke one’s heart.

    Chazal tell us that a cry from a broken heart does not go unheeded. The very next day, salvation came in a most

remarkable manner. A Jew from Argentina was in Jerusalem and heard a strange story about a Kohen who was engaged

to an Argentine woman who was once married to a gentile. He knew the woman from back home and remembered her
story. He even knew the gentile and he came forward to testify unequivocally that he knew the man personally - and he

wasn’t a gentile after all! The goy was really a Jew who had lost his way. His testimony was accepted and the couple was

cleared to be married. The "ouka ,hrc" brought about by R’ Shlomo Zalman’s pure heartfelt tears was enough to initiate

Divine intervention. 
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                                eeeerrrrnnnnyyyyiiii    oooorrrrnnnnllll    eeeeiiiillllrrrr    jjjjcccceeeeddddnnnn    zzzzzzzzppppeeee
    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    llll`̀̀̀xxxxyyyyiiii    iiiippppaaaa    zzzzccccrrrr    llllkkkk    ((((kkkk----ffffkkkk))))                            

   As Moshe prepares to pass over the mantle of leadership

to Yehoshua Bin Nun, Hashem gives him a very indicative

bit of instruction. The Yalkut Shimoni writes that

Hashem commanded Moshe “‘And give from your glory

upon him’ - From the glory that was placed upon you at

Har Sinai.” Which glory is this referring to?

     R’ Akiva Sofer ZT”L (Daas Sofer) in the name of the

Chid”a, Rabbeinu Yosef Chaim Dovid Azulai ZT”L,

quotes the gemara (/vg tr,c tcc) which describes how the

Elders of that generation cried when they realized that

Yehoshua Bin Nun merited to become the successor to
Moshe Rabbeinu as a result of his profound humility. The

Medrash furthers this concept by detailing how Yehoshua

had no qualms about cleaning and organizing the benches

in the Beis Medrash before the people came in to learn

Torah. Although he was the foremost Talmid of Moshe

Rabbeinu, who no doubt wielded a great deal of clout

amongst the people, he never felt it was beneath his

dignity to perform “custodial” duties when necessary. To

this, the elders cried out and said, “Woe to us for this

embarrassment! Had we not felt shame in doing these

menial duties, we could have become leaders ourselves!”

    All it took was a great deal of humility. As a prized
student of Moshe Rabbeinu, Yehoshua absorbed this

beautiful attribute from his teacher, of whom the Torah

testifies, “The man, Moshe, was very humble.” He learned

from his ways and elevated his own humility to a great

level. Thus, Hashem instructs Moshe that just as you were

worthy to accept the Torah on Har Sinai due to your

humble ways, now it is time for Yehoshua to take from

your glory - your humility - and lead the Jewish People.     

   EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS                                       

ON THE WEEKLY MIDDAH OF ...

                                            iiiippppffff`̀̀̀llll    ................    mmmmzzzzeeeeggggttttyyyynnnnllll    ccccbbbb    iiiippppaaaa        
    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    iiiippppffff`̀̀̀dddd    zzzzggggttttyyyynnnn    ((((ffffhhhh    ,,,,eeeehhhh----eeeekkkk))))    

      Rashi writes something which seems to be entirely out

of character: “I say that this family (Ozni) is really the

family of Etzbon. But I do not know why they aren’t called

by their (real) name.” The family of Ozni is really the

family of Etzbon? Why, then, didn’t the Torah simply

write Etzbon? Why, here are they called Ozni?

  The Shelah Hakadosh, R’ Yeshaya Halevi Hurvitz

ZT”L gives us a fascinating understanding. The gemara

(/v ,ucu,f) teaches: “Why is a person’s fingers smooth like

a pole? So that if he hears something inappropriate, he can

put his fingers in his ears.” The shape of a person’s fingers
are determinedly so, in order to be able to use them as “ear

plugs” against things one shouldn’t be hearing!

    The family of Ozni came from Shevet Gad, who were

neighbors to Shevet Reuven and Shevet Shimon. The Torah

recounts how the 250 people who challenged Aharon and

the entire Kehunah, were from Shevet Reuven, as well as

Dasan and Aviram, who arrogantly belittled Moshe

Rabbeinu. The prince of Shevet Shimon, Zimri, touched off

a catastrophic plague with his public display of immorality.

Yet, with neighbors such as these, Shevet Gad remained

righteous throughout. This was because they didn’t listen

to their neighbors, they weren’t dragged into the fray - they
plugged up their ears, so to speak, with their fingers. This

admirable trait earned them the title “Etzbon” from the

word "gcmt" which means “finger.”

    Now, however, when the Torah is recounting the Jewish

People after all the wicked have already been wiped out,

the family can be referred to once again by their given

name “Ozni” - from the word "izut" - “Ear” - to denote that

they listened with their ears only to the words of Hashem.                  

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF   

 R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO

llllyyyynnnn: In the final year of his life, R’ Yaakov Yosef Joseph

ZT”L, Chief Rabbi of New York in the late 1800’s, regained

his speech and with assistance was able to walk. Wanting to

express his thanks to Hashem, he asked to be allowed to

deliver the upcoming Shabbos Drasha. The upcoming
drasha was widely publicized throughout the city. 

    Shabbos morning in front of an overflow crowd, R’

Joseph slowly ascended the bima. He began with the words

“Shteit in Rambam,” (“Says in Rambam”) and then fell

silent. Quiet settled over the shul until suddenly, he burst into

uncontrollable tears. After a few moments, he cried out, “Du

vaist vus es maint tzu fargessin a Rambam far dem illui fun

Volozhin?” (“Do you know what it means for the genius of

Volozhin to forget a Rambam?”) and with that he sat down. 
      The speech had a tremendous impact on the community.

They saw that nothing could break the Chief Rabbi’s spirit,

nothing except the inability to recall a Rambam. A few

months later, on the 24th of Tammuz, he passed away.
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