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Sw193: No sooner had Eliezer, the servant of Avraham,
finished his prayer for a wife for Yitzchok, when in detail, all
he had just requested was manifested before his eyes. The
Torah tells us that he was astonished. But why? Why was
Eliezer so surprised? We already know: “Hashem is close

to all who call out to Him in truth!” (Tehillim 145) Eliezer
sincerely “called out” to Hashem and instantly, Hashem
responded. We, too, must turn to Hashem and “call out”
when we are in need. He will respond to anyone, anywhere

A SERIES IN HALACHA -vagb

LIVING A "TORAH" DAY
"85 125 N oM’ - The Greatest Mitzvah of All (2)
Laws of Talmud Torah: Introduction. There are various
obligations pertaining to the mitzvah of Talmud Torah that are
learned out from different posukim. These obligations can be
broken down in two distinct ways: 155 755" - to learn and to
teach. Each one is then further divided. The obligation of "1wb5"
- to learn, is basically categorized into "nnn TWY" - studying
Torah, and "nwnn nw" - knowledge of Torah. (It is further
divided into constant, daily, topic-orientated and remembering,

with each having its unique source in the posuk.)
Learning Torah: Knowledge of Torah. What this means is that
the physical act of "nwmn %" - learning Torah, reciting the
words and understanding them - "onwen 01 MM - is a mitzvah.
(Whether just meditating and thinking about Torah leaming is an
act” of leaming, and whether saying words of Torah without
understanding them can be called an “act” of learning, such as by
amaw 7, will IY”H be explained at a later time.) For this
mitzvah, one can technically take things easy and learn the same
Mishnayos over and over, time after time, day after day, and fulfill
his mitzvah of Talmud Torah. The Torah, therefore, added another
mitzvah called "nmnn ny " which obligates one to cover more
topics and know as much of the Torah as he can. Of course, this
mitzvah must be documented and is applicable according to the

and at any time. Why should we be astonished?
nR»n

T2 SRR,
ability/memory of each individual person, as explained in Ohr
Sameach (). For those who are capable, this means knowing the
whole Torah - Na 5yawr amoav - which will be defined I'Y”’H as we
proceed. One who is unable to learn/remember the whole Torah
still has the mitzvah of "nmin 17" to know as much as he can.
Source of Obligations. The obligation to physically perform the
“act” of learning Torah is derived from the posuk 02 PV
"3 YA - “And you shall speak of them when you sit in
your house ...” 2) Even though this posuk refers to the obligation
to say Krias Shema twice a day (as it concludes " 7200
which refers to Krias Shema), it also refers to the mitzvah of
speaking and studying Torah, as we find clearly in the Gemara
@. Another source is the posuk one perek eatlier: OriX ORTI
"oy Onovh - “Learn them and be careful to perform them.”
@ This is the posuk that is quoted (5) when the Gemara asks:
where do we know that if a father did not teach his son Torah,
the son is obligated to teach himself? The Gemara answers by
quoting this posuk. The second obligation to “know” Torah is
derived from the word "om»vY' ) which comes from the word
"W - sharp and fluent. Chazal explain (7 that this means a
person should have knowledge of Torah in a fluent way so that if
another person asks him about a specific topic, he should be able
to answer immediately and fluently. (To be continued...)
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R’ Avigdor Miller zt”1 (Perfection in Marriage) would say:

951 DNIAN NN 772 'M DI’ N2 )Pt DNIANY - A person’s purpose in life is to mold his character. He does this by
going against the passions, the instincts that motivate all men. He puts his "55¢' (reason) in control of his mind. Of
course, when we talk about ‘Saichel’ for the servants of Hashem, it means the saichel of the Torah. Saichel without
Torah is a self-deception. Saichel with Torah means a person is going against his passions.”

R’ Noach Orlowek shlit’a (Author of ‘“Raising Roses Among the Thorns”) would say:
“OTP NIN DN INTP ... ONDYN MINK DNIIN 1M DNIAND WN DWIDAN 7MIDY - According to the Zohar, Avraham sent these
children ‘eastward to the east’ creating Eastern spirituality, the essential roots of Hinduism and Buddhism. The word for

Hindu in Hebrew is "' - which almost contains the letters of G-d’s Name. It has a '7 instead of a M.

The difference

between a "1 and a '’ is to insert the letter " at the bottom of the 7. The numerical value of "1 is 4, representing physicality
(4 corners of the world) and ' is the only letter that hovers above the line of the page, representing spirituality, G-d’s
Oneness. Eastern spirituality almost has it all, but lacks the most essential part, the realization that everything in the world
is a coherent unit, Hashem is the source of all physical and spiritual powers, and Hashem is the One and only G-d.”

A Wise Man would say:

“Always be a first-rate version of yourself rather than a second-rate version of someone else!”
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After the 1967 Six Day War, Israeli leaders made the decision to return control of the Mearas Hamachpela (Cave of
the Patriarchs) complex to the Muslif Wakf. The Arabs did not allow any type of archaeological research in “their” holy
places and even today, refuse to allow Jews into the area known as Kever Yitzchok, the tomb of Yitzchok Avinu.

Not to be seen as kowtowing to the vanquished Arabs, then Defense Minister Moshe Dayan, an amateur archeologist,
decided to “explore.” One evening, he showed up at the Tomb of the Patriarchs with a flank of Israeli soldiers and ordered
the Arabs out, claiming it was security issue. Then, he sent a skinny 12 year old girl named Michal Arbel through a narrow
opening in Yitzchok’s Hall. The brave (or half-witted) Michal climbed down and discovered that underneath the hall there
is an underground room with a very narrow hallway leading to steps going upwards. She climbed up the staircase and
found a large stone blocking her path. She knocked on the stone and all of a sudden ... she heard someone knock back!
Frightened, she quickly made her way back down the stairs and had herself lifted out of the hole, terrified and crying, but
no worse for wear. Michal exited the underground cave safely but the desire to know the secrets of the cave continued.

An opportunity presented itself in Elul 5741 (1981). A group of local residents organized a midnight Selichos recital and
came prepared. Knowing the Arabs were unsuspecting and would not remain inside to stand guard, the group decided to
take the chance and enter the cave. They brought their equipment and as soon as the men in the hall began to pray in loud
voices, they began the strenuous job of opening the sealed entrance in the floor of the Hall of Yitzchok. This is their story:

The tension was high. Soon after we started drilling, we felt how the rock of the entrance began to give way and with
some more effort, the rock split and a narrow opening was revealed. It’s hard to explain the excitement we felt when we
started descending the narrow opening. We crawled through the tunnel and it led us to a gigantic underground room. We
began searching for the entrance to the cave in the corners of the room and found various rocks. All of a sudden, we felt a
strong wind coming from the ground below. We understood that the secret is buried under the ground and we began the
strenuous work of lifting up the floor’s stones. Upstairs, the group of mispallelim were practically screaming the Selichos
with devotion and excitement, which served as the perfect cover for the sound of our hammers and drills down below.

Eventually, we found the entrance to the underground cave. Every heart was beating with a whirlwind of emotions. We
were excited to enter the cave but also felt hesitation, yearning, fear... It was finally decided that we will enter. Our hearts
were beating rapidly as we entered the cave and it was clear that this was the authentic Mearas HaMachpela. It is composed
of two caves, one inside the other. The first cave is the biggest, it was full of dust up to the ceiling and from this cave, we
found an opening to a narrow hallway leading into the second cave, a smaller one. The inner cave had a blood-curdling
surprise waiting for us. The ground was covered with dust, and scattered fractured bones and antique broken earthenware.

With shaking hands, we picked up the pieces of pottery. As we investigated, it became clear that the pottery belonged to
the First Temple Era, the Era of the Judean Kings over 3000 years ago. Apparently, the Jews of Chevron, as well as the
Jews of all Judea, understanding the importance and significance of the Caves of the Machpelah, were directed to bring
both the bones of their deceased and their pottery into the underground caverns for safekeeping.

At this point, someone suggested that we take this unique opportunity to daven in a place that hasn’t been occupied for
thousands of years. We were so close to the Patriarchs, we could almost feel the Avos standing there, praying with us in
tandem. A few hours passed but it seemed like only seconds. As dawn approached, we were forced to leave these sacred
caverns, so as not to be caught below by the hateful Arabs. We concluded our unforgettable, spiritually uplifting
experience. We were privileged to pray within the caves, and, even if only for a few moments, to become united, as sons

with their fathers. The adventure and memories of the mysterious Mgaras HaMachpela will never be forgotten.

(N=-13) "I N
Swn: A couple who had gone to a few religious seminars

decided to send their young son to a Hebrew Day School. At
one of the evening classes, the father related a story that had
just occurred. He would often come home from work earlier
than his wife and take his son to a local park after school to
play. Later, he would bring him back to the apartment for
dinner and homework. That week, when it came time to
leave the park and his son was standing around tired and
hungry, the father realized that he couldn’t find his keys.
How would they get into their apartment? Even if the door
man would let them into the building, they would be left
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waiting for hours in the hallway until his wife came home.

He began to fret as he searched for his keys. His
eight-year-old boy, newly immersed in a Yeshivah setting,
watched as his father checked his pockets over and over, and
he, too, began to feel nervous. Suddenly, he picked up the
tennis ball he had been playing with a few minutes earlier,
and clutched it tightly, as if it was a Sefer Tehillim. With pure
sincerity, he whispered, “Hashem, please help my father find
his keys!” Then he tossed the ball at random and watched
where it landed. When he went to pick up the ball, right there
on the ground, he found his father’s keys touching the ball!

On behalf of thousands of $homer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply feeds & clothes Shomer Shabbos Jews in Eretz Yistoe! with zeto overhead
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At the end of last week’s parsha, Rashi quotes the Medrash: "wn 12 nip27 oMY N"1pn wA" - Hashem informed Avraham
through Ruach Hakodesh that Rivkah, the future wife of Yitzchok, was born. If so, why did Avraham have to send Eliezer
with detailed instructions to find a wife for his son and why is the whole parsha of Chayei Sarah necessary? If Avraham
already knew who his son’s wife was, why did he need all the tefillos and miracles that transpired with Eliezer, if this shidduch
was predetermined o o '1n? (Incidentally, I asked this question to 8 N2> >wn who all agreed it was an excellent question.)
My machshava here is as follows: Hashem has a master plan, with yeshuos, refuos, berachos and parnassa for each
person, which affects them throughout their lives. However, without tefillos and hishtadlus, the Siyata D’shmaya and help
from above does not come easily. Avraham Avinu was aware of this and even though he was informed of his future
daughter-in-law’s birth, he immediately began to daven that Hashem should make it happen. He said, "139% 19850 nbw xn”
- Ribono shel Olam, send Yitzchok’s malach, his angel, and make this shidduch happen right away. For without hishtadlus
and tefillah, Avraham did not see how it would succeed. This also answers a famous question on the posuk, 070 NN "
"TINNY NPAN 210 10D - “And it was, after he finished speaking and Rivkah came outside.” The word "Nn" seems to be
superfluous. However, based on the previous explanation, we can say that the word "~n" is not referring to Eliezer who
finished davening, but to the Ribono shel Olam - the same "Nn" from Avraham’s tefillah: "9 2RO NHW NN, Right after
Eliezer finished his fefillah, Hashem - "non" - He caused Rivkah to come outside and the rest is history.
On a personal note, today my wife and I were zoche that Hashem answered our tefillos and our granddaughter X7»n

became engaged to her chosson 950 98w, which is exactly the gematria of "o ypN" and "NNN TON".

7 L 9, ¢ >/
fﬁf&fﬁ -[r@w ’j%ﬂ-?@ n];;:: gnjw?n-r;mp: until the time of her resurrection. The entire deal, then, served
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he Malbim writes that Avraham Avinu used the occasion

of Sarah’s death as an opportunity to teach the Bnei Cheis
that the souls of the deceased live on after death; that life in
this world is solely for the purpose of preparing for the Next
World; that burial is to preserve a body for ommn mnn.
Thus, Avraham addressed the people of Cheis and declared,
“I am a sojourner and a resident with you,” hinting that he
was merely a ", a sojourner, in this world, but he would be
a "1vn", a permanent resident, in the World to Come, i.e.,

this world is nothing but a corridor leading to the next world.
Avraham then went on to ask for ™2pn mNKN", a piece of
real estate that he could own. By asking for a permanent
grave, Avraham indicated further that the purpose of the
grave was much more than to serve as a burial site; it was to
be a place where Sarah’s body would rest and be preserved

as a form of kiddush Hashem by making the Bnei Cheis
aware of the true nature of this world and of the existence of a
spiritual reality outside of what they could observe.

Just a few years ago, three Jewish families in Israel
suffered the most unimaginable torments known to man with
the loss of their sons, who were found brutally murdered by
Arab terrorists. The bereaved parents’ reactions of faith and
acceptance to their ordeal was perhaps the quintessential
kiddush Hashem, an idea perhaps best encapsulated by the
Israeli Prime Minister’s words in his eulogy for the boys:
“The nation understood immediately the depth of the roots
and your strength of spirit. You taught us all a lesson that we
will not forget. A lesson in faith and determination; in unity
and sensitivity; in Judaism and humanity.” Like Avraham
Avinu, these families heroically used their personal tragedy to
teach the entire nation the meaning of emunah in Hashem.
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Avraham Avinu grows old and in his old age he is blessed with everything - ">52"! What exactly does this mean? Very

often, we see people who grow old and in many ways life becomes more difficult for them. Their health deteriorates, their
dispositions sour. When one is young and vibrant he can truly enjoy life and feel blessed. He has pleasure from the food that he
eats, the places he goes and the activities he is involved in. Once a person loses his youthful passions, many of life’s blessings
become just the opposite. So how did Avraham merit that especially in his old age, everything in his life was a blessing?

The Ksav Sofer zt”] explains that the secret to Avraham’s blessed life was the fact that he was a giver! He utilized every
day and every opportunity in life to give to others. His life was “other-focused”! It wasn’t fulfilling his own needs and wants
that made him happy, it was doing for others that truly gave him pleasure. Therefore, even when he grew old, when the natural
desires in a person die down, his level of enjoyment was not compromised and his life was a total blessing in every way.

For various reasons, this age we live in is called the “ME” generation. The abundance of materialism, the stress on self
-expression, and the ability to have what I want instantly with minimal effort, has created a selfish, lazy, and spoiled mentality.
But the truth is, it is really our choice. The end result of self-centeredness is usually misery. We are all children of Avraham
Avinu, and if we want our lives to be filled with blessing, even when we grow old, we need to change our focus. The “ME”
generation should be a result of “Mi Kamcha Yisroel.” A nation of givers who always thinks about others and how to make them
happy. This is the secret to a life of blessing. Emulate our Zaida Avraham and be a giver - the one that will gain the most is you!




