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There are many Jews in the world who have strayed off the proven path of
Torah and mitzvos, SrnA, and are totally devoid of yiddishkeit. Many are looked
upon as "Self-Hating" Jews and consider the religious, G-d-fearing Jews as
their ""burden". The famous question is asked: How is it possible to fulfill the
mitzvah of »7yn3 75 nanxr - "Loving your fellow Jew as yourself,” when one
is referring to a Jew who has done evil to you?

The Rebbe, R' Shmelke of Nikolsburg ZT"L, would answer this question
in a brilliant manner which describes his tremendous Sxvw» nanx - Love of all
Jews. He explains that all the souls of Israel are united together like one soul.
Sometimes it happens that a person will by accident strike himself. If the
person would then take a stick and hit his hand or foot on the exact part of his
body that had accidentally struck him, we would all look upon him as one who
was mentally deficient. Why should he be hurting himself more? The same is
true with regard to those "Self-Hating" Jews who rail against Orthodox and
religious Jews. We are all one people with one unifying soul. If one part of this
soul, a group of people, are unfriendly or acting against another part, it is as if
they did something to themselves. Thus, instead of being angry and feeling the
need to reciprocate with the same venomous opposition against those that feel
the way they do, we should realize that everything and everyone comes from
Hashem, and He has many agents to do His will.
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R' Yehudah Leib Alter ZT"L (Sefas Emes) would say:
"The posuk says, 'Be holy.' One can only be holy if he is an integral part of
the congregation. Anyone who isolates himself and withdraws from his

brethren cannot be considerd, regardless of how much he tries to sanctify
himself!"

A Great Ba'al Mussar would say:

"Some think that by looking at one's own achievements, he thereby tends to
see the negatives of his friend. In truth, however, by simply realizing that there
isn't much to one's own personal accomplishments, he would automatically
begin to see the positives of his friend."

R' Simcha Bunim of Pshischah ZT"L would say:

"The difference between going up to Gan Eden or down to Gehinnom can
rest on the slightest margin: nqywn vINo - like the strand of a hair!"

THANKS TO MR & MRS MOSHE WACHSMAN FOR SPONSORING THIS ISSUE

OO OO OO >

For all inquiries and m~yn, please call 845-821-6200 or E-mail: TorahTavlin@aol.com




SIS DL DL S >

S OO OO <>

numbers. R’ Yaakov Yitzchok was puzzled by this turn of events but R* Azriel
was not impressed. He reprimanded the Rebbe.

"Well, what did you think? Of course you will attract more people. They
took your statement as an indication of humility, and have even greater
admiration for you. Obviously, this is not the correct way to go about
disassociating yourself from these people. It seems that if you want to truly
discourage them from flocking to you, you must do the opposite. Tell them that
you are a great fzaddik and an outstanding Torah scholar. Explain to them that
you deserve to be their leader and you have earned their respect. I am fairly
confident that if you will tell them this, they will surely avoid you."

The holy Chozeh thought about this for a moment. Then he shook his head.
“That I cannot do,” he said. “As much as | would like to comply with your
wishes, I cannot bring myself to lie.”
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The posuk exhorts us with a special commandment, "Be holy, for I am holy,
Hashem your God." The Medrash writes on this posuk, "Might one think to be
as holy as God? Thus, it says, 'Be holy, for I am holy' - My holiness is greater
than your holiness." This is a perplexing Medrash. How can one even
contemplate the thought of comparing himself to Hashem?

R’ Aharon Kotler ZT”L explains that the Medrash is referring to the
lengths one must go to attain a true level of sanctity and holiness. There were
many great gedolim who attempted to distance themselves from any semblance
of the physical world, to live in seclusion apart from other human beings in an
effort to rise up to the highest level of spirituality. However, this is not what
Hashem expects from us. Our capabilities and strengths of character are the
gifts that Hashem has blessed us, with the express intent that we utilize them
within the realm of the physical world. Whatever abilities we possess is what
must guide us in our quest to maximize our potential and fulfill our destiny on
this earth. Not to seclude ourselves and let our talents go to waste.

For example, a person who has a mind for medicine, who has an uncanny
understanding of how to effect cures and originate new techniques in curing
various aliments, If this person were to forsake all of this potential to pursue
less worthy goals, he would be perceived as foolish and wasting his abilities.
How much more so when a person is blessed with special spiritual capabilities,
an unlimited potential to become truly holy, and he wastes this ability on
issues of less consequence. Thus, we must aspire to the level of G-d’s holiness.
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The humility and exceptional modesty of the great chassidic master known
as the Chozeh of Lublin, R’ Yaakov Yitzchok Halevi Hurvitz ZT”L was
legendary. He attracted many supporters by virtue of his saintliness, and was
widely recognized as the greatest Rebbe of his generation. Of course, a few
detractors were not drawn to him. The Rov of Lublin, R’ Azriel Horowitz
ZT”L, a great Torah scholar in his own right, was one of those who was not an
ardent supporter. It happened that the Chozeh was once confronted by R” Azriel
who voiced his complaint.

“Can you please tell me, why is it that you attract so large a following?” R’
Azriel asked. “You are not known as a particularly great Torah scholar. Most of
your followers do not come to admire you by virtue of your impressive
scholarship or extensive knowledge. 1 think you should actually discourage
people from coming to you.”

R” Yaakov Yitzchok, in his great humility, was in full agreement, and the
following Shabbos he addressed his followers: “You must stop coming to me,”
he said. “I am not deserving of being a Rebbe. 1 am a plain and simple Jew just
like anyone else and as such, [ am not adequately learned nor do I possess the
qualifications to be your leader.”

This impassioned plea served to have the exact opposite effect. The
chassidim were even more impressed with their Rebbe s profound humility.
Word spread wide and far throughout the Jewish communities of Europe and
now many more admirers flocked to the Chozeh of Lublin in even greater
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