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SwB3: Quite often, a person will make an all-out effort to
have a Sefer Torah written, replete with the finest silver
adornments; at the hand of the finest sofer; completed at a
celebratory party filled with music, food and drinks. But once
the party is over, how often does he study the very words that
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"wy1p 10m H¥” - Keeping the Jewish Camp Holy (20)
Introduction. We will now introduce a new section to our
ongoing topic of maintaining the purity of a Jewish home. This
topic includes keeping holy activities and objects away from
repulsive items, such as bodily waste and the like.

Ervah as Compared to Waste. Up until now, we have been
discussing the various halachos derived from the words in the
Torah (y: " mny 72 AP XY - which teaches us that a person
should not see (Mx) any shameful thing among you, such as
ervah and the like, which is only a restriction in regard to saying
holy words (1a4). This is because the word "127" (thing) can also
be understood as "7 which means speech. Likewise, it only
applies if the ervah is within sight of him, but not if it is behind
him, even within the four amos directly behind him. However,
in the above-mentioned posuk itself, the words immediately
preceding state: "WYT{ Pinm M ... PIND 2P ToNIN PPN %"
- “For Hashem, your G-d, goes with you in the midst of your
camp ... and your camp shall be holy.” From these words,
Chazal impart to us @) another important halachic concept:
Whenever Hashem is “going along with us” - in other words,
when a Jew is occupied with the holy words of Hashem, or
even thinking about them - the area in which he is located
must be holy and pure, without any repulsive items nearby, such

he paid so dearly to have transcribed? Thus, the Torah
commands: "05Y and' - “Write (a Sefer Torah) for
yourselves” - the purpose is not just to make a grand
celebration and then to stare at it! No! It is for yourselves, and
your children, to study, learn and grow from its wisdom .....
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as human or animal waste, or unclean water.

Removing Repulsive Items that are Close By. When we refer

to not having human waste nearby, this means:

1) Not in his view.

2) Not in his four amos, even behind him.

3) Not if the bad smell reaches him.

4) Not if it is on his body.

Relevant Applications of this Halacha. This halacha contains

Torah prohibitions, Rabbinic prohibitions, related activities, and

customs that many people follow. For example, one may not

even think holy thoughts near (or in):

1) Human solid waste.

2) Urine.

3) Waste of certain animals and birds.

4) Items that have become rotten and have a bad smell.

5) Toilet.

6) Bath house.

7) Water used to wash hands upon waking up in the morning
(negel vasser).

8) Mayim Acharonim (after-water at a meal).

9) Room that has avodah zara (idols).

10) Not bringing holy objects and seforim into a toilet, bath
house, or near human waste.

“15 M592 (2) 03 027 (1)

R’ Avigdor Miller ZT”’L (The Image of Hashem) would say:

PN AN TY PNY 20NN - ‘From the wood chopper till the water drawer.” What is the benefit of undergoing deep
introspection? If you get the knack of using your mind as a bucket, and you lower the bucket into the depths of your
soul, you will discover that there is endless wisdom deep down there. The longer the rope, the more deeply you can
lower that bucket into your mind and draw forth precious wisdom that will flow without end.”

Rabbeinu Dovid Pardo ZT’L (Maskil L’Dovid) would say:

“‘Be strong and of good courage, fear not, nor be afraid of them; for Hashem your G-d, He will go with you; He will
not weaken you, nor forsake you.” Can we possibly fathom that Hashem will make us weak or forsake us? However, if
a person truly recognizes that Hashem ‘goes with him’ at all times and will never forsake him, then this will infuse him
with strength - not just mentally and emotionally, but even physically. Moshe Rabbeinu had this spirit and was strong

and healthy till his very end. King David was the same. Why? Because Hashem is the source of all strength

172

A Wise Man would say:

“No man ever sank under the burden of a single, individual day. It is when tomorrow’s burden is added to the
burden of today that the weight is more than a man can bear. So why worry?” Mazel Tov Mr & Mrs Nussi
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‘When Rabbeinu Moshe ben Maimon ZT”L moved to Fostat, Egypt in 4925 (1165), his fame as a physician spread
rapidly, and he soon became the court physician to Sultan Saladin, the famous Muslim military leader, and his son
al-Afdal. He also continued a private practice and lectured before fellow physicians at the state hospital. However, as often
happened throughout history, non-Jewish ministers were jealous of the Rambam’s success and continuously plotted
against him in order to discredit him before the sultan. On one memorable occasion, a rumor spread throughout the palace
that the Rambam was planning to serve a potion to the Sultan which would kill him. Of course, as intended, the rumor
reached Sultan Saladin’s ears. Horrified, he ordered a thorough investigation into the matter and since the investigators
were the same people who promulgated the rumor in the first place, it was no wonder that the investigating committee
found him guilty. The sultan found the charge hard to believe. He knew Rabbeinu Moshe to be an exceptionally honest,
upright person, and did not want to punish him unduly. He decided to put the matter in the hands of Heaven.

“Prepare two sheets of paper,” he commanded his chief minister. “Write ‘life’ on one, ‘death’ on the other. We will
give Maimoni one last chance at life. We will allow him to draw the lot, and pick his own fate.”

The Rambam was informed of the charges and the test he will be required to undertake to prove his innocence. All that
night, he prayed to Hashem to save him from the clutches of the evil ministers, and to make his lot fall on ‘life.” In the
morning, he made his way to the palace, where he could see people looking at him and whispering. “It will soon be over,” he
overheard one minister tell the other, and it was then that he realized that a plot was afloat and he was doomed to failure.

“Suppose I tell the king to check the papers before the lots are drawn,” he thought to himself. “If they attempted to
alter the lots, their nasty scheme will undoubtedly be revealed, but in all likelihood, the king will order a new set of papers
written up, and I will once again face the risk of drawing the one that reads ‘death.””

Rabbeinu Moshe entered the throne room, which was filled to capacity. On a small table in front of the sultan lay a bowl
with two folded squares of paper. The hall was filled with ministers, and the royal physician sensed the hatred and excited
anticipation in their eyes which convinced him that his reasoning was correct. He strode up to the box where the two papers
lay and unflinchingly chose one square. He didn’t even open the sheet. Instead, he put the parchment into his mouth. Ignoring
the stares of the crowd, he chewed and chewed, tearing the paper into shreds, and finally, swallowing the entire sheet.

Now, he pointed to the paper in the bowl on the table. “Your majesty, please open the remaining parchment,” he said. A
servant hastened to open the paper and held it high. The crowd strained to see. Clearly printed in thick black ink, the word
‘death’ could be seen, even by those standing across the hall. The room was filled with hushed whispers.

“Clearly,” thundered the sultan, bringing the strange mutterings to an abrupt end, “Maimoni chose the lot of life.” A
small smile threatened to burst upon his dignified face. “I must say, though, that I admire your original way of choosing
lots. Perhaps we should have spiced the paper? Do you always enjoy chewing little scraps of paper?”

Rabbeinu Moshe stepped forward. “Your Highness,” he said. “This is no laughing matter. The paper I chose did not
read ‘life.”” He paused for emphasis. ““Your minister took the liberty of writing ‘death’ on both papers, to ensure that I
would die.” The sultan glowered at the minister cowering at his side. The Rambam continued. “It is quite obvious that
these ministers hate me, and that they plotted to kill me today. They interfered with the king’s plan in an effort to destroy
me. It is they who are the traitors, not I, for if they could stoop so low as to foil the king’s justice system in order to satisfy
their own envy, how can they be believed with regard to the matter I have just been tried for? Is it not preposterous to say
that I attempted to murder the sultan?”” Saladin investigated, and found that the charges against the Rambam were baseless.
The minister was thrown into prison, and the Rambam continued his work, his wisdom and integrity unblemished and

unsurpassed.
(=-xb) 31 TPS 73 o ez iR
S®wn: Over 200 years ago, an interesting query was posed to
the renowned posek, R’ Yechezkel Landau ZT’L, known
for his famous work, Noda B’Yehudah. A group of Jews
were traveling along and came across an old, discarded, yet
fully intact Sefer Torah in the middle of the road. They were
happy to be able to rescue the scroll but they were unsure if
it was kosher. They sent their query to the Rav asking: Is
the Sefer Torah permissible for use, or is it considered a
“Torah scroll found in the hands of a non- Jew?”
NN NN NI M (Jewish customs are considered
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part of Torah),” was the Noda B’Yehudah’s cryptic reply.
When his reply was not readily understood, the Gaon
explained: “It is a Jewish custom that the first and last letters
of a Sefer Torah are written not by a sofer (scribe) but by
ordinary Jews who purchase the merit of writing these letters
when the Torah is given. These letters are easily identifiable,
because they look different from the other letters, which are
written by an experienced scribe. Go check the Sefer Torah.
If letters were written by several people - evidence of that
Minhag Yisroel - then 20 D0 - it is a valid Sefer Torah!”

On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply feeds & clothes Shomer Shabbos Jews in Eretz Yisroel with zero overhead
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When the Torah uses the term "nna" - “turn away,” it
is referring to people who haven’t yet gone very far away.
If a person is walking and comes to a fork in the road, when
he chooses one way and starts down it, initially the
difference is very small - perhaps only a short distance. But
if he chooses the wrong road, says R” Simcha Wasserman
ZT”L, after some time he will be miles away from his goal.

In Egypt, the Jewish people observed powerful displays
of idol worship, and they might have thought that this was
what gave the Egyptians their success. Even though later,
they watched it all crumble and be destroyed, the memory
of those successful times were imprinted in their minds and
hearts. Indeed, the sin of the Golden Calf came soon after
210 years in Egypt. The people had become used to the
idolatrous idea that there were forces to which they could
look, forces which would give them what they needed.
Moshe Rabbeinu had performed great miracles during the
period before they left Egypt. But when he seemingly
“disappeared,” they told Aharon, "0noN WO NWY" - “Make
us a G-d.” The word “Elohim” does not refer to a G-d but
to a “power” - the idea that there are different powers,
forces, that they had heard about in Egypt, the land of idol
worship. This is what they craved for in the desert.

Thus, the Torah writes: “Lest there be among you a man,
woman, family, or tribe whose heart turns away from
Hashem” - he or she may not have gone too far, but whose
heart is beginning to worship idols - “the root which will
one day produce bitter herbs.” If a person will allow that
tiny little root to fester and grow, it can lead him, his
family, his entire tribe, to disastrous results. It is important
for each and every Jew - and especially those in a position
to look after others, to ensure that no one “turns away” -
even a short distance, from the true path of Hashem, for a
small root, can bloom into a massive scourge.
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The Gemara (in n»n) tells us that Rabbi Yochanan would
weep whenever he would read the posuk, N NN D Y’
"IN T WA - “It shall be when many evils and troubles
come upon him,” exclaiming, “A servant whose master
presents him with evils and troubles - is there any remedy for
him?” Why did Rabbi Yochanan cry specifically upon
reading this posuk, as opposed to the numerous other
references in the Torah to the calamities that Hashem
threatens to visit upon His people, Heaven forbid, should they
transgress the Torah? Furthermore, why did Rabbi Yochanan
fear that there could be no “remedy” for these disasters?

R’ Boruch Yitzchok Yissachar Leventhal ZT”L
(Birchas Yitzchok) suggests a simple explanation by
carefully examining the word "y¥nn” used in this posuk in
reference to the calamities that will come upon the Jewish
people. The root of this word - "N¥0" - generally translates to
“find,” or to “chance upon.” Rabbi Yochanan cried upon
reading a prediction of calamities that will befall the Jewish
nation and appear to them as occurring by coincidence, as a
course of nature, and not as a direct punishment from
Hashem. He helplessly exclaimed, “A servant whose master
presents him (Y2 2o800) with evils and troubles - is there any
remedy for him?” If the people do not recognize the need
for repentance in response to a calamity, believing that it
just “happened upon them,” then indeed there is no remedy
for their suffering. They will never make the changes
necessary to once again earn Hashem’s favor and extricate
themselves from the crises that have struck.

The purpose of Shiras Haazinu and its far-reaching
intention, is to prevent this syndrome, the plague of "xxpn"
- of believing that all pain is a coincidence, and to serve as
an eternal reminder that hard times must be met with sincere
prayer and feshuva, and never looked upon as simply the
happenstance course of nature.
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Itis interesting to note: the word “Nirtzavim” is written in plural and means “fo stand.” The word “Vayelech” is written in
singular and means “fo go.” Is it any wonder that this is the Parshiyos’ final message before the new year, since these two
words literally convey the essence of the judgment that takes place during the two days of Rosh Hashana. It is the result of an
individual’s own personal growth and his importance as part of a larger group, spreading Hashem’s glory in the world.

When a person is on his own, he may not be deserving of a reprieve in the Heavenly court; as part of “Klal” Yisroel, though,
he may be a very important cog in the wheel of the world. One might not realize how much he is contributing with a kind word,
a smile, a helping hand or just being there to help other needy or lonely people who enjoy his presence. By making an effort to
always be kind and pleasant to others, one might achieve the great level of "n »a5 02510 Dwn B8 ONN" - and be worthy of a
wonderful verdict on the Yom Hadin! At the same time, we must realize that Rosh Hashana is the day that we are judged as
individuals, the day we each “walk (single file) as sheep through a narrow opening to be surveyed by their shepherd.” Thus, as
individuals, we must be constantly going forward - "75»" - always moving in the direction of personal growth towards the goal
of becoming closer to Hashem, and being a source of nachas to Him. This is the dual message of “Nitzavim - Vayelech”.

These are the two distinct facets of the judgment that await us all in just one week. Let us strive to improve our position
as important members of Hashem’s flock (0ax)), and at the same time, be the best individual sheep we can be (7o)!




