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Bnei Yisroel fell into a deep and heavy sleep that "even a flea did not
bite them!" They slept all night and two hours into the day. Hashem came
and found them asleep. He began to awaken them with thunder and
lightning. Moshe then went out to continue awakening them and he
called out, "The groom(Hashem) has come to take the bride(Bnei Yisroel)
to the Chupah!"

This is difficult to understand: Is it possible that not one person from
the entire nation awoke on time before dawn? This, indeed, is an
unnatural phenomenon, for had even one person awoke at the proper
time, would he not have rushed to awaken the rest of the people?

Thus we see, notes the Zohar Hakodosh, that this whole matter of the
entire nation falling into a heavy slumber, was an act of Heaven, which
enabled Hashem Himself, to come and awaken the people. Why? To
teach us that it is not a matter of disrespect to the Rabbonim and Torah
scholars in every generation, for them to awaken their students to
learning Torah. For should he say, "I am old and wise and it is beneath
my dignity to do this personally," he will be told, "Are you as wise as the
One who gave the Torah, for He Himself did this with His people!"
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R' Wolf of Strikov ZT"L would say:
"A person can master a foreign language in a short while, but some

| people live an entire lifetime without ever truly understanding what they

themselves are talking about!"

R' Shmuel of Kariev ZT"L would say:

"Everything is from Heaven except fear of Heaven. However, a person
who prays for fear of heaven, will definitely have his prayers granted."

A great Rov ZT"L would say:
"When children are not taught to obey their parents, in the end the
parents will be forced to obev thelr children!"
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treasury, and a defendant agreed to swear only on this crown, would you
grant the policeman permission to take the crown to the courthouse?"

"Certainly not," replied the judge infuriated by the question. "This
crown is removed only for the most important ceremonies. It is the most
precious artifact in the entire nation of Russia, situated in the heart of the
capital. No one would dare take it for any defendant!"

Now it was R' Yehoshua Leib's turn to get emotional. "If so, then
certainly your honor could appreciate what the Torah scroll means for us
- it is our most precious artifact. Hundreds of thousands of people live
according to its words, and countless Jews have given their lives for it
throughout history. For the sake of this scroll, thousands have been
tortured, burnt and murdered. How could we allow it to be desecrated, to
have it taken back and forth for the sake of some defendant?"

A tense silence overtook the courthouse, until the judge spoke
resignedly and feebly, "Yes, I can see your well-spoken point. From now
on, no Jew will be required to swear by this sacred scroll.”
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The Egyptian nation might have viewed the plagues as an expression
of divine wrath at Paraoh's rebellious and scornful attitude towards
Hashem, revenge for Paraoh's contemptuous statements directed at Him.
Possibly, a more respectful approach on Paraoh's part could have led to a
compromise with Hashem, beneficial to both sides. In their view, the
Exodus with the plagues and the miracles at the Red Sea, might have
been retribution for the insult to his dignity.

The truth, however, explains R' Chaim Vital ZT"L, was that Hashem
performed the miracles of ©¥1n NNoY not for is own sake, but solely for

the sake of Yisroel. We see this from the way Hashem saved them from
the onslaught of the pursuing Egyptians and from Amalek, in His
protective clouds of glory, the yn, etc.

Thus, the posuk states, "Moshe told his father-in-law all that Hashem
had done to Paraoh and Mitzrayim concerning Yisroel" - exclusively for
their sake, and not because of Paraoh's disrespect. Proof of Hashem's
endless love for Bnei Yisroel existed in "all the hardship that had come
upon them by the way, and how Hashem delivered them."
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It happened once in the city of Brisk, that a Jew was required to take
an oath in the gentile court and would only do so with a Torah scroll. A

policeman was sent to the Beis Medrash,where he informed the gabbai,
| who immediately took out a Sefer Torah, kissed it warmly and handed it
| over to the policeman. The Rov of Brisk, R' Yehoshua Leib Diskin

ZT"L watched the entire scene with dismay. Suddenly, he hurried over

| to the policeman and grabbed the Torah from his hands. Tears falling

down his cheeks, he kissed the Torah and returned it to its place in the
Aron Kodesh. He then turned to the policeman and remarked, "Please tell

| the judge that the rabbi prohibited carrying out the Torah scroll."

Not an hour passed when the policeman returned. "The judge orders
the rabbi to come before him," he said. And so, the Rov followed the

| policeman to the courthouse and stood before the judge.

"This policeman tells me that you seized from him the Torah scroll
which he was instructed to bring to the courthouse," the judge boomed.
"You are certainly aware of the severity of tampering with the justice
system. May I ask why you did such a thing."

"Perhaps, I may ask your honor a question," said the Rov. "In the
treasury of His Majesty the Czar, is kept the crown of Peter the Great, a
crown made of pure gold. If your honor was in charge of the Czar's
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