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Shabbos Darshas Emor - May 3, 2014

Swn3: The lesson imparted by Rashi at the beginning of
the parsha is timeless: “nN N - ‘Say and you shall
say’ - to warn the older ones to instruct the younger ones.”
Rebbeim, Morahs and teachers of all kinds play a crucial
role in the continuance of Klal Yisroel. Not only must young

A SERICS IN HALACHA
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"W np " - Keeping the Jewish Camp Holy (2)

The Torah Prohibition. In Parshas Ki Seitzai (1), the Torah
states as follows: ™27y AP NN - “He will not see by you
a shameful (inappropriate) thing.” From here, we learn that one
is not permitted to recite words of kedusha (Torah, Tefillah,
Berachos) in the view of what is termed "nvy". According to
Torah law this prohibition only includes when the private body
parts of a boy age 9 or older, or a girl age 3 and older - both
Jewish and non-Jewish - are in his view. This prohibits
everyone, men and women alike, from saying words of holiness.
Dead Body. Even the ervah of a dead body creates the
prohibition. This is relevant at the Tahara (washing and clothing
of a deceased body by the Chevra Kadisha before burial is done)
when certain posukim quoted from "p2> 7ayn 199" are said by
one Chevra Kadisha member while the others are busy doing
the washing and dressing. The one reciting the posukim must be
careful that the ervah of the deceased is fully covered when he
recites the posukim, or he turns his entire body away so that the
ervah is behind him or at his side. (He must also be careful that
there is no bad smell there during the Tahara [from human
excrement]. If there is, and it cannot be removed for the
moment, he should step outside and say the posukim there.
Similarly, sometimes when doing kapporos before Yom Kippur

children have capable and dedicated teachers to instruct them,
but people of every age must have their own role models to
emulate. Any person who is “older” has a responsibility to
be a role model for those “younger” than him. You are
never too old to guide - and never too young to learn.
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in a place where the chickens have been for a while, there is a
repugnant smell from their waste and one should turn away and
walk at least 7-8 feet from where the smell ends and then say the
posukim of the kapporos.)

At a Bris Milah. As mentioned above, the ervah of a boy under
nine is not a problem. This is the ruling of the RM’A ), who
argues with the Shulchan Aruch’s view that one should try to
be strict even with a boy under nine. (Even the Mechaber agrees
that it does not invalidate the recital of Krias Shema, unlike like
the ervah of a grown man or boy over nine that does invalidate
the Shema.) Accordingly, at a Bris Milah, it is permitted for the
Mohel and father to say the berachos even if the baby is
uncovered. The Magen Avraham @) says that even in this case,
the Mohel should not touch the ervah when he makes the
beracha for the Bris. The Mishna Berura @ writes that most
Poskim argue on this and permit it. Not only is it permitted, he
says, but the Mohel should not let go after getting his first
positioning grip (known as n©an), because it not safe to wait
until after the beracha is recited and then be pressured to hurry
and achieve a proper grip. Because of this safety reason, the
GR’A 5) says that it is forbidden to do like the Magen Avraham.
The Ervah of an Animal does not prohibit one from saying
words of Kedusha when it is in one’s view.
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Vizhnitzer Rebbe, R’ Chaim Meir Hager ZT”’L (M’Otzrosayhem shel Tzaddikim) would say:

“Parshas Emor is very special since it includes all the holidays. In fact, this Shabbos deserves to be called
‘Shabbos HaGadol’ because an intelligent person can accomplish so much on this Shabbos. Imagine! By paying
attention to the Torah reading, one can do everything at one time: eat matza, sit in the sukkah, blow the shofar, shake
the lulav and esrog, and bring the Omer, etc. Is there any greater pleasure in the world than that?”

R’ Chaim Kreiswirth ZT”’L (quoted from Avos M’shulchan Rabboseinu) would say:
“‘What is the proper path that a person should choose for himself? Whatever is a credit to himself and earns him the

esteem of his fellow men.’ (X-2 maN) The ‘fellow men’ whose esteem a person should aspire to earn, are one’s rabbis,
Torah teachers and other Torah sages. The Gemara records (:1)p nav): Rabbi Eliezer asked the sage Rav, ‘Who is
destined for Olam Haba?’ Rav answered him, ‘Anyone whose rebbeim are pleased with him.” We might have expected
Rav to answer that one is destined for Olam Haba if he is meticulous in his performance of mitzvos, but this is not what
Rav said. Rather, if one follows in his teachers’” ways and they are proud of him, then he is destined for Olam Haba.”

Mazel Tov to Tzvi Meir
Blonder on his Bar Mitzvah.
May he grow up to be a true

Source of Nachas to his

Parents, Rabbi & Mrs Raphacl
Blonder, and to the Blonder
and Shechter Grandparents

A Wise Man would say:
“A friend is someone who thinks you’re a good egg even if you're cracked!”
ko
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The following story began sometime around 1960, when the mother of a marriageable-age girl approached Rabbi
Sholom Gordon Z”L, the Lubavitch emissary in Newark, New Jersey, with a problem. Her daughter was already an older
girl and was having a hard time finding a shidduch (match). This was weighing on her mind most considerably.

“Although my husband and I are not very observant,” she said evenly to Rabbi Gordon, whom she had known when
her daughter had studied in his Bible class, “nevertheless, we have heard wonderful things about the Lubavitcher Rebbe
(R” Menachem Mendel Schneerson ZT”’L) and how he can help people in miraculous ways.” She requested of Rabbi
Gordon to arrange a meeting for herself and her daughter with the Lubavitcher Rebbe and Rabbi Gordon complied by
setting it up. He even drove the mother along with her daughter to Eastern Parkway, to meet the Rebbe.

Mother and daughter went into the Rebbe’s inner chamber and Rabbi Gordon waited outside. When the mother
emerged from the office, though, she looked quite upset. “What happened?” inquired Rabbi Gordon.

“Well,” answered the mother, “I went into Rabbi Schneerson’s office and asked him for a blessing for my daughter’s
shidduch. I was surprised when he began to ask me questions about my life and our lifestyle. He asked me what our source
of livelihood is. I told him that we have a very successful retail store in Newark. Then, he asked me if it is open on the
Sabbath. I told him that it is. Apparently the rabbi was none too pleased.” The woman did not seem to think there was
anything wrong with telling a grand rabbi that she did not keep Shabbos.

Her eyes narrowed and she continued. “Then, and this is what I really do not understand, the Rebbe suggested that since
we are financially secure, we should close our store on Shabbos and G-d will then send our daughter her basherte
(intended one). I countered that the store is important to provide for our daughter in case something happens to us and she
does not get married. When G-d sends her basherte, I told him, then I will close the store. The Rebbe disagreed and said
the store must close first and then the shidduch will come.” Rabbi Gordon nodded in understanding.

“Excuse me, Rabbi Gordon,” continued the woman in her no nonsense way, “I am from Europe. I speak Yiddish and 1
know Chassidic Rebbes. They give a blessing and want a donation. I didn’t come here for business advice!”

On the drive home, Rabbi Gordon tried to explain to the unyielding woman that by turning away from the Rebbe’s
advice, she was in effect, dismissing the blessing he was offering. All she had to do was close her store and she would
enjoy many happy years with her married daughter and her eventual family. But the woman was adamant.

Years went by. 1967 arrived and with it came the Newark Riots, amid a great deal of violence and vandalism. The riots
were a major civil disturbance that occurred between July 12 and July 17, 1967. It was sparked by the arrest, at the hands
of two white police officers, of a black cab driver and his alleged mistreatment, and an ensuing melee quickly erupted. The
six days of rioting, looting, and destruction left 26 people dead and hundreds injured in the city of Newark, and the riots
are often cited as a major factor in the decline of the city of Newark and its neighboring communities. One store that was
thoroughly destroyed in the rampage was the large retail establishment owned by the woman who refused to close her
store on Shabbos. It was a total loss. She considered rebuilding, however, now that she was already nearing retirement age
and with her husband having passed away shortly before, the woman decided not to rebuild the family store.

Lo and behold, it didn’t take but a few months before the woman’s daughter, now close to forty years old, was
introduced to a fine young man from an observant home and soon after that, she was married, much to the joy and
happiness of her mother. The couple decided to remain religious and have since created a wonderful observant family. The
irony was not lost on the mother who realized that had she closed her store when the Rebbe told her to and not when it was

closed for her, she probably would have enjoyed many more years of nachas and enjoyment from her daughter and her

family.
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Swn: During the height of the Haskala (Enlightenment)
movement, a teacher at a school under the auspices of non-
religious educators, was befriended by a local Rav, a
Talmid Chacham, righteous, wise and of social acumen, who
carried on long conversations and disputes with him. This
fellow then began to bring his colleagues with him, and the
Rav would spend hours in pedagogical debate with them.

A Rebbi from the traditional cheder, was unable to get
much time with the rabbi, and complained to him. “Why do
you invest so much of your resources in these lost souls?

Do you really think you can change their minds? I have
been trying to talk about an important issue with you, and I
cannot get more than a few minutes of your time, whereas
you readily donate many hours to these people!”

The Rav embraced the melamed in conciliation. “You must
understand, that every minute I keep these people occupied, I
am preventing them from spouting their obscene
philosophies to their students. I wish I could detain them
here all day! But you teach true Torah to your charges, and
I don’t want to keep you from them for one extra moment!”

On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply feeds & clothes Shomer Shabbos Jews in Eretz Yisroel with zero overhead
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In this week’s parsha, we encounter a very unusual and
seemingly cruel law concerning the daughter of a priest.
Unlike other Jewish girls, if a kohen’s daughter is defiled by
having illicit relations, she shall be burned by fire. Rather
than strangulation, a harsher punishment is meted out;
death by fire. Why is her punishment so much more severe?

R’ Alexander Zusia Friedman ZT”L (Mayana shel
Torah/Avnei Azel) writes a remarkable insight based on a
teaching of the Imrei Shefer (R’ Shlomo Kluger ZT’L).
He denotes that Jews, who think of themselves as “priests,”
elite people of status and holiness, frequently cannot find
the time to pay proper attention to their children’s
education, because they are all-consumed with their own
progress, physically and spiritually, as well as their own
activities and actions. While the parents may be pre-
occupied with seemingly “good deeds” such as studying
Torah and performing mitzvos, their daughters, who are left
unsupervised, are seduced by the improper influences of
the outside environment. Unfortunately, these children may
soon turn away from the path of Torah, to violate the sanctity
of their revered parents by their reprehensible actions. The
devastating results prove clearly that the parents’ presumed
“sanctified” activities were not truly sanctified, but rather
self-centered activities. The improper nurturing of the
young and easily-influenced children by their parents is a
desecration of the sanctity, not an enhancement.

As in the case of the priest’s daughter, the bad habits that
we see some of our children developing may not be due to
the children’s own personal shortcomings, but rather due to
a failure of proper parental nurturing. The only way for the
priests, parents and children, to become sanctified and
remain in this pristine state is for parents to serve as
sanctified examples for their children and their families and
then they will see success. (R’ Ephraim Buchwald)

EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS
ON THE WEEKLY MIDDAH OF ...
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When the query was posed to the Almighty about what to
do with the 9T - the blasphemer, Hashem responded:
“Whoever curses his G-d shall bear his sin ... He shall be
stoned before the congregation ... And he who kills any man
shall surely be put to death. And he who kills an animal shall
make restitution, a life for a life. If a man inflicts a wound in
his fellow, as he did, so shall it be done to him.” Hashem
instructs the people with laws concerning one who curses the
Lord, and then, “in the same breath” so to speak, Hashem
adds the law concerning a person who strikes another human
being. And not only one who kills, but also one who wounds,
and even one who damages the possessions of others. These
sins are apparently minor in comparison to the sin of cursing
the Lord; why do they seem to be lumped together?
Rabbeinu Bechaye writes: “‘He who blasphemes the
Name of Hashem shall surely be put to death,” and right
afterwards, ‘He who kills any man shall surely be put to
death.” From here our Sages deduce that whoever slaps his
fellow, it is as if he had slapped the Shechinah.” Similarly,
Rabbeinu Yosef Bechor Shor ZT”’L explains that the Torah
is reminding us just how precious the honor of a Jew is in the
eyes of Hashem, since He makes the same demands
concerning the honor of a Jew as He does of His own honor.
On the posuk in Shir Hashirim (n-T), NN Oy WD
"max - “like two fawns, twins of a gazelle,” Rashi interprets
these words to symbolize the two Luchos, which contained
five commandments on one side and five on the other, each
commandment corresponding to a similar commandment.
Thus, "n™»dN" - “I am Hashem, your G-d,” corresponds to N>"
"nNN - “You shall not murder,” for the murderer diminishes
the image of the Holy One, blessed be He. This is to teach us
the importance of man, created in Hashem’s image, who is
so important in Hashem’s eyes, that for Hashem, a human
being’s honor is as considerable as the Honor of Heaven.

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT sHLOMO
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It you think about it, the greatest miracle of Yetzias Mitzrayim was not the makkos nor was it the splitting of the sea.
Those miracles were done by Hashem effortlessly. In truth, the most amazing feat was surely the fact that the Jewish people
rose up from being Egyptian slaves on the lowest level of spiritual impurity, to a nation of princes reaching the loftiest level
imaginable to human beings - practically angels - in only 49 days! Now that is truly incredible! How did they do that?

R’ Abraham J. Twerski Shlit’a explains that this is the power of Sefiras Ha’omer. It is the secret of spiritual growth
that was used by the Jewish people and given to us as a mitzvah so that we, too, can achieve great spiritual heights.

Let us analyze this brilliant concept and derive from it the “ABC’s” of spiritual growth. A - The first step is to Aim for the
top! In order to succeed, one must have a goal, an Aim for which he is striving. Don’t get distracted or lose sight of your
goal, for then you may never get there. Next is B - for Baby steps. You may have a great plan but remember that that the only
way to achieve it is by taking Baby steps, working on yourself slowly, one day at a time. This piecemeal approach is the way to
truly acquire good middos. And C which stands for Consistency. You must stick to the plan! The yetzer hara will do
anything to get you off track, even for one day. But you can’t let him! Don’t stop, because once you do, you begin to slip back.
Being consistent and persistent are crucial in our climb to the peak of spiritual elevation. This was the secret of the Jews who
stood at Har Sinai and this is the power of the Jewish people for all time, one that is found in the mitzvah of Sefiras Ha’omer!




