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Halacha L'maaseh: Horav Boruch Hirschfeld Shlit'a
A SERIES IN HALACHAH
LIVING IN A YESHIVAH (7)

Kiddush on Shabbos

In most Yeshivos, one person recites Kiddush and is
2N all those present at the seudah. It is a mitzvah for all
those listening to Kiddush to taste a bit of the wine (),
although if one was unable to taste from the Kiddush
wine, he has still fulfilled the mitzvah of Kiddush. In a
Yeshivah, seminary, or any place where there can be
potentially hundreds of listeners, a system whereby the
wine may be passed around quickly and efficiently
should be established. A simple way to accomplish this
would be to prepare a number of other cups filled with
wine before Kiddush, and when the person reciting
Kiddush is finished, he pours a little into each cup. These
cups are then handed out and all the listeners can pour a
bit into their own individual cups.

During Kiddush, the challos should be covered up. This
includes not only those challos set in front of the one
reciting Kiddush, but even all the loaves that are on the
other tables should be covered up @. If the only ondw
(whole and uncut loaves) to be had are in front of the
person making Kiddush, they should be cut into many
pieces and given out to each table so that all the listeners
can taste a piece of the mwn ond.

Muktzah Items

- Rav D'khal Ahavas Yisroel, Cleveland Heights, Ohio

Throughout the week, many Yeshivah bochurim write
notes from their shiurim and classes in loose-leaf
notebooks and folders. Although these folders contain
written pages, they may also hold large amounts of empty
papers, as well. Many poskim hold that even nowadays
when writing paper is abundant and cheap, they are
nevertheless, considered to be ©» yoN NN NXPM -
Prohibited (on Shabbos) due to their value. Accordingly,
large blocks of empty pages might be muktzah acording
to all opinions. However, a notebook filled with written
notes is permitted to be moved on Shabbos, even if there
are blank pages in the notebook (3. Some poskim require
that a student using such a notebook should at least leaf
through the empty pages before moving the entire
notebook or folder @).

If a student has a scheduled test (in Torah topics) for
after Shabbos, he is permitted to study Torah to prepare
for the test, even if it is a written test (5).

Havdalah

When many students are N8v havdalah all together,
there is usually not enough time allowed for all to smell
the oonwa, or be close enough to benefit from the 7.
As a result, those standing further away should have in
mind to not be &3y with the WXy Dnwa no73, and after
the mavdil drinks 2 oz., they make their own berachos .
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R' Yisroel Taub ZT''L (Modzhitzer Rebbe) would say:

"Many people go through life as if asleep. The posuk tells us otherwise: nmwn apy XP»Y - when a
Jew will wake up from his spiritual slumber, Nt DIPNA N ¥ 198 IDNY - And he will recognize and
proclaim that there is a G-d who runs this world, »ny7 XY »23RY - He will then realize that although he
does not have all the answers, Hashem will see to his needs and care for him on this world!"

R' Aharon Kotler ZT'L (Lakewood Rosh Yeshiva) would say:

"The middah of a Jew is the middah of m»w»a, which causes one to feel a wave of embarrassment
when doing something inappropriate and improper. However, if a person goes out of his way to do
actions in an effort to uproot this important middah he is in full violation of the words of the Torah
NNONN NP2Y ('So that you don't sin’) that was said by Har Sinai."

A Wise and Experienced Man would say:
"Failure is not falling down - it's staying down!"
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Chofetz Chaim stand up to secretly pray Maariv with two Shemoneh Esrei's (to compensate for his
missed Mincha)! When his son-in-law remonstrated that one can do this only after an ©)X - when
compelled by force of exceptional circumstances - the Chofetz Chaim replied forcefully, "The kavod -
honor, of the Belzer Rebbe is also considered an onx!'

TORAH GEMS
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The 1948 Israeli War of Independence was a
period of time fraught with considerable danger for
the residents of Yerushalayim. Situated directly on
the border with the enemy, Meah Shearim and
similar outlying villages were faced with daily bom-
bing attacks leaving the frightened Jews scrambling
for cover at almost any part of the day or night.

One Yerushalmi recalls that he was just a child at
the time, but he will never forget how in the midst
of the incessant shelling, the tzaddik nistar (hidden
tzaddik) R' Yeshaya Chanoun ZT'"L, gathered
together a group of children and had them repeat
over and over, 77975 70"y (YUHACH KALACH)
All throughout the war, when bombs were falling
and gunfire never seemed to cease, the sight of R’
Shaya with the children screaming 77575 Ty
over and over, provided a measure of relief and
protection amidst the chaos. He never knew the
meaning of these words until he came across the
enlightening words of R' Chaim Volozhin ZT"L:

The Yalkut Shimoni writes that before Yaakov
Avinu left his home to find a wife in distant Aram
Naharayim, his father blessed him with the 1592
oMaN - Blessing of his father Avrohom, and his
mother Rivkah also blessed him with the posuk, 57
PTOYT 921 TIYO 1O MY YOnOn - "For He will
command his angels for you, to protect you on your
way.” The MmN NO - end letters, of the words 5"
795597 992 7YY 10 M »ONON spell out the words
77975 977> which is a kabbalistic formula which
provides protection to one in need. Thus, just as
Rivkah meant to impart this protective power to her
son Yaakov in all his travails, so too, the children of
Yerushalayim shielded their besieged city with the
kabbalistic power of the words 77972 770”7 y».
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In Parshas Achrei Mos, the Torah clearly delineates
the list of Ny y - relatives that one is forbidden to
marry (sister, mother-in-law, aunt, etc.). The
Rambam makes the distinction that all these cases
remain forbidden forever, except for the case of
two sisters; when one sister dies, her sibling is now
permitted to marry her brother-in-law. The reason
is because when they are both alive, a natural
inclination of jealousy toward one another is
prevalent, precluding them from sharing one
husband. However, when one sister passes away,
there does not exist any more jealousy, thus
enabling the widower to marry his wife's sister.
This, then, brings to fore, the age-old question:
How could Yaakov Avinu have been married to two
sisters? Chazal continuously point out that our
Avos kept all 613 mitzvos in the Torah, even before
it was given. If so, what justification did Yaakov
have for marrying two sisters, Rochel and Leah?
We must conclude, says R' Yonason Eibeschutz
ZT"L, based on the Rambam's reasoning, that
there was no jealousy between Rochel and Leah, as
evidenced by the selfless act of Rochel on her
wedding night, allowing her sister to take her place
and marry her future husband. If there was no
jealousy between them, surely it was permitted for
Yaakov to marry them both. However, the posuk
tells us that this was not the case: YNy Nopny
"MNNA - "And Rochel was jealous of her sister.”
Rochel did indeed bear resentment over the fact
that Leah bore four sons and she was childless. As
a result, Rochel tells Yaakov "2 nnn” - "I must
die" - because of my jealousy, I cannot continue to
be married to you due to the prohibition of NWX NMINN.

sk

sk

Heskesk

deskesk

deskesk

sk

ks

Hekesk

sk

sk

deskesk

sekesk

sk

Hekesk

sekesk

sk

sk

sekesk

sk

50NV APY AN ,IDD - PDIYOY DINND MY NIN
199, MYNID TIY IO PRI PNV JINN 9D 120N
NI¥ DIV 1292 7PN NY 920V, 00N MIY IS N
NYIPY NOW 17V aPYD YINDn YIYa NNV 10
PI2TY IIO0M MM AN N DN ,NINDDY SN
NI DY WANND NN AWUN WD DD 97 1NN
PN MALN INNND NOAPY NN D WD - 1IN

INAY YYD DYO»Y MIVN DOV TN DINND

/978% RYSAVND GO 99790 179 §7N9N PO
2 YINNY WIAN IPY> YNV IUNIY MY M /02
ONY 97YN IPIAND WK DD DR APY NPYT )Y
PIAN APY TN ,DIMIN POV NN AN KD DNNYI
NHN TP 925V PDW ITI DAY NNY NOY NHIUNY
NYYTPN MNP INIPIYV ML MTHN I Nd 93
ANy POY TIY DY PN 19D, IRV 725 10)D)

I 129 29 R APY> XDV .RIPHN TYNN 0OM

2125 T8 .... NIAN_ Tw

(NY=N5) 7199 PMYNRII DY DIPNN 2IANN NP YNYH K %D OV 19 DIPNI Y9

Chazal tell us that Hashem caused the sun to set (NN nypw) earlier than its regular time, so that
Yaakov Avinu would have to stop traveling. It was at that time that Yaakov instituted 2>9y1n nban.

It was widely known that in Belz, the tefillos never quite started on time. The holy Belzer Rov, R’
Aharon Rokeach ZT"L, would not begin davening until such time as he felt personally qualified to
converse with the Almighty, and placed as much stress on his mental preparations, as he did on the actual
deed of praying. It was said, "In Belz, they daven not with the clock, but with the heart!"

R' Aharon's greatness received tremendous profile throughout Poland and the Jewish world, when
secular groups associated with the Bund persuaded the Polish government in 1929 to issue a four-point
program for modernizing their community: henceforth all rabbis will have to obtain degrees in general
education; school and cheder teachers must likewise pass secular exams; and secular studies and Polish
would be added to school curricula. In addition, an umbrella religious council would represent "all
strands" and its decisions would be binding throughout Poland!

Naturally, these ominous decrees threw the religious establishment into turmoil and the aged zaddik,
the Chofetz Chaim, R' Yisroel Meir Hakohen Kagan ZT"L, already over 90 years old, made the
arduous journey to Warsaw from Radin, to reverse this rash decision. When he arrived in Warsaw, he
decided to summon a gathering of all the leading Roshei Yeshiva and Chassidishe Rebbes.

The meeting duly opened on Monday, 5 Shevat (February 3, 1930), with the venerable Chofetz Chaim
sitting at the head of an impressive table of gedolim, with the relatively young Belzer Rov, only 49 years
old at the time, on his left! At the meeting, the Belzer Rov strongly rebutted any suggestion that a Rov
fluent in Polish lead a delegation to the Polish Minister of Culture. "No! No, we cannot allow this! Here
we're arguing that a rabbi must be learned in Torah alone and not secular knowledge or languages, and
then we choose just such a one as our representative?" The Chofetz Chaim immediately concurred with
these words and pronounced, "We do not believe any differently than the tzaddik of Belz."

An even greater measure of respect can be gauged from the Chofetz Chaim's behavior later that day at
the prolonged meeting. As author of the famed halachic classic, Mishnah Berurah, and leading proponent
of the Vilna Gaon's views, R' Yisroel Meir was meticulous to complete the afternoon Mincha prayer
before shkiah - sundown. However, at that meeting he twice ignored the whispered urging of his son-in-
law, R' Mendel Zaks ZT'L, to daven Mincha. Each time he was reminded, he remained sitting in his
place, listening intently to the ongoing proceedings.

Shortly before nightfall, long after shkiah had passed, the Belzer Rov suddenly looked up and
announced, "Men vet gein davenen Minchah" ("We are going to daven mincha now"). Only then, did the
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