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The Torah relates how Yosef, acting as regent to the king of Egypt,
supplied food for the Egyptians all throughout the years of famine.
Among the details that are recounted, we find that Yosef agreed to accept
land from the people in exchange for food. All the Egyptians were,
therefore, forced to abandon their land and relocate to other areas in the
land of Egypt. Rashi comments that this was done in order to protect the
honor of the Bnei Yaakov - the sons of Yaakov, so that the Egyptians
would not be able to mock them by calling them foreigners, seeing as they
themselves were living in foreign areas.

R' Yissocher Dov Loriner ZT"L notes that we can learn from here
the shrewd righteousness of Yosef Hatzaddik. In addition to being
concerned with his brothers' welfare and supplying them with the
necessary provisions, he was also concerned with their honor. He
anticipated the possibility that the Egyptians would look down upon them
and acted to prevent that.

Yosef's actions demonstrated that he harbored no ill thoughts of
revenge or bore his brothers any ill will whatsoever. Rather, he was
concerned with all the small details of their welfare and acted Dnw bw).
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R' Michel Barenbaum Shlit"a would say:
"To accentuate the good things in a person's life, brings honor to
Hashem, showing that He looks after His servants. But to stress the
negative in one's life is a total own Y1°n - desecration of Hashem's name"

R' Simcha Bunim of Pshischah ZT"L would say:
"People come to me asking me to find the reason for their misbehavior.
What makes them think the reason for their sinning is in Pshischah?"

R' Meir of Apt ZT"L would say:

"Love is not a one-way street. A person cannot love money because
money cannot reciprocate. He can only have a lust for money. The
difference is that love can be satisfied, while lust is a never-ending chase."
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and sermonize, the satan confronted me and declared, "You have no right
to enter Wasville. The town is totally under my domain.' He refused to let
me continue on my way until I promised him that I would not give any
kind of sermon here in town."

The maggid looked out at the uncomprehending people. "When I
began walking up here, satan appeared again and protested, 'Hey, you
cannot preach here. Remember, you guaranteed me that you wouldn't.'
We argued back and forth in silence for a number of minutes, until 1
finally got the best of him by declaring, 'But I am in Wasville, and
inasmuch as it is local practice not to keep one's promises, I am exempt
from doing so here!" :

He let that line sink in before beginning his speech and the people
were able to realize the wisdom of his words.

TORAH GEMS

(N2=49) 7999 21N 23TND 743 NI 4379 23N 23 1IN AN POX UIN

Why does the Torah inform us that Yehudah “drew near” and then
"he spoke"? It would seem sufficient to say he merely spoke to Yosef.

Explains R' Dovid Feinstein Shlit"a, Yehudah knew that he was
responsible for Binyomin's welfare. When the silver goblet was first
discovered in Binyomin's sack, he and the other brothers rent their
garments in mourning. But it was Yehudah who said to Yosef, "How can
we justify ourselves? Hashem has uncovered the sin of your servants.”
These are emotional words, words of despair.

Therefore, as Yehudah approached Yosef in an attempt to negotiate
Binyomin's freedom, it required of him a great deal of effort to overcome
his emotions and act in a rational and calculating fashion. Yaakov knew
that Yehudah, whose offspring would become kings of Israel, would have
this ability to act rationally under any circumstance, as a king must, and
for this reason accepted Yehudah's guarantees of Binyomin's safety over,
say, Reuven's, who acted purely on his emotions.

Thus, once Yehudah had prepared himself to speak to Yosef, he had a
defense ready at hand. He drew near both for war if need be, as the
medrash tells us that Yehudah threatened to kill Yosef if he was
provoked, and to speak words of conciliation, in the hope that Yosef
would agree to make some sort of compromise and accept him as a
servant instead of Binyomin.

%%k ok
%k %k %k
%k k%
* k%
*kkk
*kk
%k ok
% ok ok
% 3k 3k
%k %k %k
* 3k k
*kk
% sk
Xk ok
%k 3k
%k 3k 3k
% %k ok
* ko
%k k
* k%

NDPY M DN OINOINY NYWA ,(: XD MII2) /013 7N .D7IY ¥Nv NN XNP
POY 9PN M ,593172 YW MPIDNI 1WA PPND PN PN WP YT NIND
Y097 Y AWONN NN 1Y DI HIN NI TY PTINON DN DY MOON Dy

PYI NNMPNI YT NI OINN MNIIN . TY) NN HON HON - 7w 5317
UMY PPN ND YD NaY

TONT MY MNOY 702 D787 INNIYNI NN PHYY 2P 971310 O
,IVYNY IHON MY PR AN,V TPON POY 2P0 TS, WP IDIN DTNYD

9537 (.TY PATNID) /032 NIVNY VYN wnn Nt N NXDPY 1230 DO

PYY BN WINN N POY NDIAN WY DIN T2 ¥ DX - #TINN D2 TUN

52277 POY NI N N PIY 23N MNNY OTN O ¥ ON) 77w 5317
TAD 1DV TN DIRN DIN INM 22NV 12TAY M2 NI HTIND
NDPY M DNR PIVD WNN N VOV NN

273 NN, 0P 12T NP NANR D ORIV PN AP Y200 D MmN
NPYTY,1WN NINRY Y02 173 DAN .NDNNID NANN NDTINI ORI MY
127 991 NHYNY NN N NANNRY TININD WP NNP APY 1PN 1 Nywa

0232 11299....MANX AYIN

(3=11) 710 19391 19112 13 INN MNYY AN 73 XY N YAN NYN 40 1IN

The story is told that the famous Maggid, R' Moshe Yitzchok of Kelm
ZT"L, was once invited to speak in the town of Wasville, and when he
arrived, the local rabbi complained bitterly to him that the townspeople
were extremely disobedient and careless regarding religious observance.
Various disputes had been brought before him, but although he excelled at
reaching equitable rulings and the litigants had promised to abide by his
decisions, they never kept their word.

When the community gathered in the shul on shabbos to hear the
sermon of the famous maggid, R' Moshe Yitzchok walked deliberately
from the back of the beis medrash, ascended the steps of the pulpit and
abruptly stopped. The bewildered people could only look on as he
appeared to be engaged in an animated conversation with an invisible
being. The hand gestures and word-mouthing continued for another few
moments and then the maggid suddenly shouted, "What do you want from
me - I'm in Wasville!" Finally, he reached the top of the pulpit and was
ready to begin.

Of course, after an outburst like that, the Kelmer maggid couldn't just
launch into his prepared sermon and looking at the expressions of
curiosity on the faces of the townspeople, he began to speak. "Let me
explain to you what happened,"” he started. "When I set out to come here
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