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Rashi writes that the idea to mix up the languages was that if one
would ask his friend to bring him bricks, the other would bring mud or
clay, thereby angering the first person and he would rise up and crack the
other person's head, effectively killing him. The Brisker Rov, R’

% Yitzchok Zev Halevi Soloveitchik ZT"L questions the reason for this:

| If the whole purpose was to stop the people from continuing to build their
}f tower, confusing their languages should have been enough. Why was it

| | necessary that they should rise up and kill each other?

f However, answers the Rov, when people are totally unified in perfect
§; | harmony and absolutely determined, with one mindset, to perpetrate an

act, nothing can stop them and nothing will get in their way. So too, the
people of the Mban 17, worked with perfect mTnx and unity to fight
against Hashem, and confusion alone was not enough of an impediment
| to stop them - they would have found a way to overcome this. It was
therefore necessary that their confusion should lead to in-fighting and
eventually to one killing the other.

e

R e o A

NAY /951 1232 N9Y9a NN

The Torah forbids transferring objects on Shabbos from a private
domain - TN MY, to a public domain - 0290 MY, from a public to a
private domain or a distance of four amos(approximately seven feet or
2.1 meters) within a public domain. It is obviously permitted, however, to
walk from one domain to another while clothed, even though one thereby
transports his apparel to a different M. However, not all items that a
person wears are automatically considered apparel. If an article of
clothing does not serve to 1) cover the person for the sake of modesty or
dignity, 2) protect oneself from the elements and injury, 3) prevent
g discomfort (pads for absorbing bodily fluids, etc.), it is not considered
- | clothing and one is forbidden to walk from one mvA to another while
g "wearing" it. To list but one single example, a striking worker would not
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be permitted to wear a placard while walking in a public domain - M~
0377, since the placard serves none of the functions listed above.
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that they make in Heaven: On n18y >»nv, I davened before the Amud and | :

just as soon as I finished reciting bw) n>am, the skies turned cloudy and
rain followed not long after!"

R' Avrohom Abish knew who he was dealing with and was in total
agreement with the decision of the council. As a matter of fact, he had
wanted to do this even before the council mentioned it. After thinking for
a moment, he looked up at the Chazan and retorted, "So what! You
davened for the Amud, benched Geshem and a little drizzle began to
come down. For your information, people like you once brought on the
earth not just a little rain, but an entire 9yan - a flood that destroyed the
whole world!"
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The Bnai Yisroel are referred to as 7apy» pn¥» oman »ar - The
children of Avrohom, Yitzchok and Yaakov, however, the rest of the
nations of the world are known as »n3 27 - The children of Noach. Why
don't we consider ourselves to be children of Noach, who was a Tzaddik
and the greatest man of his generation, but only seem to trace our roots
back from Avrohom Avinu and on?

R' Moshe Alshi'"ch ZT"L explaiis that Noach was a just and
righteous man, but he was not the typical Jewish Tzaddik. The Torah tells
us Ny ToNNN DPYRN NN - And Noach walked with Hashem - with

Hashem, and not with the people. He did not worry about the environment |

and the rest of mankind. Hashem commanded him to build an ark and he
did so, nail by nail, board by board, for 120 just and pure years. It never
occurred to him to attempt to annul the decree and save the world from
extinction.

Avrohom Avinu was different. His and Sarah's mission was to teach
the world proper conduct, ethics and the existence of Hashem. Like a true
Torah Jew, Avrohom was concerned with helping the people, and when
Hashem wanted to overturn Sodom, Avrohom tried to save even the
wicked people through his Tefillos, alas to no avail.

| to have one of the Gedolei Hador as its Rov. R' Avrohom Abish Field
| ZT"L was known as a giant in Torah, 7n©)2) N3, and was extremely
| well-liked by his people: Anyone who required help in any way, knew

| therefore, they intended to relieve him of his duties as head Chazan in the

| keep his job. Intending to drive home his point, the Chazan turned to the
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During the mid-1800's, the city of Frankfurt-Am-Mein was fortunate

that R' Avrohom Abish's door wa.' always open to them.

A meeting was once held by the Frankfurt city elders and a decision
was rendered regarding the lead Chazan of the large, main city Shul. It
was felt that this Chazan was lax in his observance of Mitzvos and
displayed an ambivalent attitude toward his religious responsibilites, and

main synagogue.

When the Chazan learned of his fate, he was quite distressed and
immediately ran to the home of the Rov to ask him to intercede on his
behalf and to have the city council's decision nullified, allowing him to

Rov and said, "Just look at the strength of my prayers and the impression




