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Modzhitzer Rebbe, R’ Yisroel Taub ZT”L (Divrei Yisroel) would say:

     “Chazal tell us that when Rivkah emerged from her home and approached the well, instead of exerting effort to

draw the water upward, the water in the well miraculously rose from the depths directly towards her. Eliezer who

was watching all this immediately ran forward and asked her for water for himself. If he saw the miracles happening

for her before his eyes, why was it still necessary for him to test her? The answer is that even if one sees open

miracles being wrought for another person, it is not conclusive that the person is a tzaddik or has good character traits.”

vge sung asuev hzbhd rpx ihhg (2) t:tf j"ut (1)
c"n (5) h:tf ohhjv ;f (4) t:tf ,ucua, hexp (3)
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anbk : Despite the fact that mitzvos are rewarded primarily

in the next world, the “fruits” of some mitzvos are served in

this world. These mitzvos can benefit oneself and bring good

to others. Those who perform them inspire others to do the

same. The chessed shel emes (kindness done for the dead

   A SERIES IN HALACHA
 LIVING A "TORAH" DAY
Forgotten and Little Known Halachos and Customs (54)

Respecting Mitzvah Items (cont.) Last week we began a

discussion on the halachos of using mitzvah items for non-

mitzvah usages. This includes both mundane usage (not shaming

or degrading the mitzvah) such as hanging up a Talis for shade,

as well as shameful usage, such as cleaning a lavatory, with a

Talis. The Mishna Berura rules (1) that there is a difference

between a Talis which is only used for davening and is

considered holier, and a Talis Katan that is worn the entire day

like a regular garment, and contains less kedusha in this area of

halacha. Thus, a Talis (Gadol) may not be used for any non-

mitzvah usage, as per the examples given last week. However, if

creating the shade would help one to learn better it is permitted,

even though it is not being used for the mitzvah of Talis.

Talis Katan. As explained, a Talis Katan is, regarding this

halacha, less holy than a Talis and may be used for mundane

usage, although not degrading usage. Therefore, one may use a

Talis Katan to wrap a clean item, to hang up for shade, or to use

as a blanket. However, one cannot use a Talis Katan to wipe

sweat off his body, wipe his nose, wipe dirt, mud, etc. from his

clothing and shoes, wipe off dirty hands, unclean fruit, or clean

who cannot return the favor) done by Avraham in burying

Sarah brought him untold reward in the next world, but also

much bounty in this one. “Hashem blessed Avraham with

everything” follows inexorably from Avraham’s extending

himself in chessed in the burial of his wife. (ohhj ohn rtc)  

  `"hily cltyxid jexa d"en z`n 
qhiid cplailw jexa miig zxhr llek y`x 

the floor, garbage pail, toilet bowl, and the like. There are some

“borderline” cases that are hard to determine if one may use his

Talis Katan, or if they are deemed shameful and cannot be used.

For example, cleaning one’s glasses with his Talis Katan. A

number of Poskim prohibit it, while R’ Y. S. Elyashiv ZT”L has

said that when there is a strong need, one could rely that it is not a

shameful usage (2). One should make sure that both a Talis and

Talis Katan is not to be left lying on the floor in a shameful way,

and not put into a hamper which has soiled laundry (3).

Nowadays. The Kaf Hachaim (4) says that nowadays a Talis

Katan has all the stringencies of a Talis Gadol since it is worn

just to fulfill the mitzvah, unlike in the olden days when peoples’

garments were square and one would have Tzitzis hanging on

their regular clothing. However, the Mishna Berura (5) is more

lenient by a Talis Katan, as explained above.

Minhag of the Steipler Gaon. In sefer Orchos Rabbeinu (6) it

states that the Steipler Gaon ZT”L used to wipe away his tears

during davening with the corners of his Talis. It would seem that

he held that since doing this enabled him to see the words in his

siddur better as he davened, it is considered a mitzvah usage and

not a mundane usage, and can be done even with a Talis Gadol.  

The Alshich Hakadosh, R’ Moshe Alshich ZT”L (Toras Moshe) would say:
     “wrcsv tmh wvnw - ‘The matter left from Hashem,’ implying that this shidduch had ‘gone out’ from a specific place,

which Chazal identify as Har Moriah. The Medrash at the end of Parshas Vayera tells us that after Akeidas Yitzchok,

Hashem informed Avraham Avinu that Yitzchok’s bride was born in Charan. Now when a Bas Kol, a Heavenly

voice decrees, whbukpk hbukp ,cw - ‘The daughter of so-and-so is for so-and-so,’ free choice still remains; permission is

granted for an individual to make his choice. But if the Almighty Himself informs a person about exactly who he will

marry, it must happen. Therefore, Rivkah’s family could say nothing - the matter was already decreed by Hashem!”

A Wise Man would say:

    “Three men are my guides: he that loves me, he that hates me, and he that is indifferent to me. Who loves me

teaches me tenderness. Who hates me teaches me caution. Who is indifferent to me teaches me self-reliance.”               



 //// kfc ovrct ,t lrc wvu ohnhc tc ohbez vrau ovrctu(t-sf)
    The Medrash Tanchuma tells us: “Four things cause one to become old: fear, aggravation (from child rearing), a bad wife
and war.” The Medrash gives an example for each one. Dovid HaMelech became old because of fear; Eili HaKohen, due to
the aggravation caused by his son’s behavior; Shlomo HaMelech from his evil wives; Yehoshua from all the wars. Avraham
Avinu, however, "ohnhc tc" -  became old naturally, due to the fact that he had a wife who honored and respected him. She
called him, "hbust" - “My Master,” and treated him with utmost respect and therefore he lived a long and peaceful life. 
    Avraham and Sarah invited blessing into their home by treating one another with kindness and respect. In his Kuntress

L’Chasanim, R’ Wolbe ZT”L quotes the great Kabbalist, R’ Chaim Vital ZT”L: kt uxjh hpf eru lt ,ssnb ost ka uh,ushn"
"u,at - “A man’s character traits are measured ONLY by his relationship with his wife.” R’ Wolbe comments that a person
can be involved in many good deeds and worthy causes throughout his life which will surely bring him merit and reward at the

end of his life. But know with certainty, that in Heaven one is examined by how he treated his wife! That will completely
determine his judgment! If in his own home there was anger without mercy and empathy, the Heavenly Court will not
remember one drop of all the chessed he did for others! This powerful statement completely explains the posuk, vrau ovrctu"
"ohnhc tc obez - And Avraham grew old naturally for their home was filled with marital harmony. "kfc ovrct ,t lrc wvu" - he
was blessed with EVERYTHING because all blessing and reward comes from living in peace and harmony with one’s spouse.
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 wudu hbst og sxj ,hag hf gst vcu ejmhk lscgk ,jfv v,ut(sh-sf)
     The Medrash says that Eliezer made an inappropriate request, while in search of a mate for Yitzchok, in effect
“testing” the Almighty and his Divine supervision. And yet, Hashem responded favorably seemingly “passing the test” by
sending Rivkah, who displayed extraordinary kindness and caring for guests and their animals. This convinced Eliezer that
she was truly befitting of his master’s son. While Rivkah did act with extraordinary kindness, one might wonder: Aren’t
there numerous other qualities that a prospective bride, a future Matriarch of Israel, must possess? Based on one act of
chessed, how could Eliezer be so certain that Rivkah excelled in all other areas as well? Says R’ Mordechai Katz ZT”L
(Telzer Rosh Yeshivah), it is because Rivkah had reached a “shleimus,” the highest level of perfection in the area of
kindness, and this caused her entire being to be elevated. Each person possesses within, countless traits and abilities that
are all unified and connected. When one attains greatness in one area, advancing to an elevated status, the effect filters
down throughout the person’s many attributes. If one indeed reaches shleimus, like Rivkah did in the area of chessed, one
is impacted on a greater scale and even a small accomplishment likewise makes a far reaching impact on the entire person.
     At the end of 1940 and early 1941, a few months before the beginning of the mass extermination of Jews by the evil
Nazis, a group of about 2,100 Polish and Lithuanian Jews managed to flee Europe and make it to the coastal city of Kobe,
Japan. Most notable among this group was the famed Mir Yeshivah. A short time later, Japan expelled the Jews from its
mainland, and the refugees relocated again, to Shanghai, China. There, Jewish refugees suffered from lack of food,
clothing and medicines. They were forced into a ghetto where they lived in small apartments located in alleyways, often
devoid of modern amenities and basic plumbing. Traffic restrictions and deprivations of war made life difficult for the
yeshivah students but thankfully there existed no daily terror as experienced by the Jews of the ghettos of Europe.
     R’ Aryeh Leib Bakst ZT”L, the future Rosh Yeshivah of Yeshivah Gedolah Ateres Mordechai of Detroit, was among
the students who fled with the Mir Yeshivah and due to the terrible conditions in the ghetto, he was stricken with severe
appendicitis. For days he hovered between life and death, and at one point he lost consciousness and fell into a coma. In
his state, he had a dream (this was confirmed by his son) that he was standing before the Heavenly Tribunal, the Beis Din
shel Maalah, upon which sat the great Mirrer Mashgiach, R’ Yerucham Levovitz ZT”L. The dayanim were involved in
a discussion about the differences between angels and human beings. A malach, an angel can only perform one task, said a
prominent judge, whereas humans have the ability to do more than one thing at a time (to “multi-task”). If so, can it be that
in some respect, angels are inferior to humans because they seem to be saddled with this limitation, a limitation that does
not affect human beings? Suddenly, R’ Yerucham turned to him and asked him what he thought about this matter. R’ Leib
was petrified and whispered that he would prefer not to answer. R’ Yerucham looked at him sternly and said that the Beis
Din was waiting for him to respond - that his very life was depending on his reply.
     A few long moments passed. Finally, R’ Leib spoke up in a clear voice. “The fact that a person can do numerous tasks
at once does not make him better than an angel. It all depends on what he’s doing, how he is doing it and what his ultimate
purpose is. When an angel does a shlichus (mission), he does it with all his being; he performs his task to perfection,
because he knows no other way. A human being, on the other hand, can do a number of tasks but a human cannot be
perfect. He does not have this ability. However, if his ultimate goal is to be Mekadesh Shem Shamayim, to sanctify the
Name of Hashem, then all his myriad actions are working towards one shlichus, one lifelong mission. Thus, in effect, just
as a malach can only do one mission at a time, so too, a human lives his entire life to perform his one unique mission: to
sanctify Hashem’s Name. If he rises to the level of perfection in this aspect, then his one true mission in life is fulfilled!”
      R’ Yerucham nodded his assent, and R’ Leib woke up! For the rest of his life, he taught his talmidim to dedicate their
lives to doing one thing perfectly - Kiddush Hashem. He used to say, “A person can only do one thing at a time, if he does it
the way it needs to be done.”

     kt sug .r,u ,eav kt vsf rg,u rvn,u
 wudu uhknd kfk cta,u ctak rtcv      (uf-sf)

    The narrative in the parsha is pretty straight-forward. A
young girl goes out to the local well and gives a thirsty
stranger a drink. Then, she runs to help and water his
camels. A fine story indeed, but hardly an earth-shattering
event. However, this “minor event” served to determine the
future course of Rivkah Imeinu’s life. This story is what
etched her forever in the annals of Jewish hierarchy, it is
what  made her a Matriarch of the Jewish people.
   Rabbi Dr. Avraham J. Twerski Shlit’a writes, we see
something so basic and yet truly remarkable from this
story. Often times, we tend to minimize the small things in
life. The media make us aware of so many great events:
man walking on the moon; a scientist winning the Nobel
prize for a revolutionary discovery; a human being born as
a result of in vitro fertilization; a person having his heart
removed and replaced. These are indeed epochal events.
We hear about these incredible occurrences and we wonder:
what significance can there be in the little things, in the kinds
of things we do - day in and day out? They do not move
mountains nor do they shake up entire populations.
    Sometimes we become bored with what we consider a
life of trivia. We tend to forget that life is not comprised of
“fireworks displays.” Most often, the only bright lights that
we encounter are the ones that shine outdoors. These are
the street lamps at nights; rather boring, but providing the
necessary illumination to help us get by in the dark. On the
other hand, for all their dazzling brilliance, how much
useful illumination do fireworks provide? Not much.
    Our job is to do what is right and proper, says Rabbi
Twerski. How much impact any given act will have is not
for us to consider, because that is out of our hands. Hashem

wants us - He expects us - to do the “little things” too.
    One young girl gives a thirsty man a drink of water, and
changes the course of history forever.

        EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS
   ON THE WEEKLY MIDDAH OF ...

hv,u vecr ,t jehu unt vra vkvtv ejmh vtchu  
 wudu unt hrjt ejmh ojbhu vcvthu vatk uk  (zx-sf)

   Rashi writes: “As long as Sarah was alive, the (Shabbos)
candles remained lit from one Friday to the next, the dough
was blessed, and a cloud was attached to the tent. When she
died, these things stopped; when Rivkah came (into the tent),
they all returned.” The term “a cloud attached” appears
elsewhere in the Medrash; when Hashem commanded
Avraham to go up and sacrifice his son, he saw a “cloud
attached to the mountain.” Upon the sight of the cloud,
Avraham turned to the people with him - Yitzchak, Yishmael
and his servant - and asked them what they saw. Yitzchak
described the cloud, while the others reported seeing nothing
unusual in the distance. “Since the donkey does not see and
you do not see,” said Avraham to the other two, “you stay
here with the donkey.” Avraham decided that they were not
fit to join him and his son at the sacred site of the Akeidah.
   The vision of the “attached cloud” represents a degree of
spiritual sensitivity and insight, explains R’ Yehudah Amital
ZT”L, the ability to look beyond the physical realities of the
world and see the spiritual meaning and purpose behind
them. A person who fails to see the cloud but only sees the
“mountain” without the deeper meaning underlying it, is no
different than an animal. An animal goes about its routine of
self-preservation without striving for a higher purpose. People
who cannot behold the Divine presence within their daily
routine, remain on the same level as the donkey, and cannot
aspire nor ascend to a higher level of spiritual sanctity.                 
    Sarah and Rivkah’s tent was blessed with the burning
candles and sufficient dough; it always contained enough
light and food. However, a Jewish home is not complete
without the “cloud attached to it” - a spiritual purpose toward
which it strives. Amidst our efforts to maintain the “candle”
and “dough,” to provide our family’s basic physical needs,
we must also see to it that the “cloud” attaches constantly to
our homes, that we infuse it with a higher meaning, purpose
and direction beyond its basic function.

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF   
R' GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO  

kan: In his later years, a minyan was held three times a day

at the home of the Rav of Yerushalayim, R’ Tzvi Pesach

Frank ZT”L. One evening, a visitor came in for Maariv and

announced in a loud and offensive tone that he was a cuhj, his

mother had passed away recently and he needed to daven for

the amud. The usual congregants took one look at the man,

in his inappropriate attire, no jacket or hat, not even the

decency to change out of his soiled work clothes, and ran to

complain to the Rav. However, to their surprise, R’ Frank

assented to the man’s request and when he was finished, he

asked if it was okay if he davened at this minyan every day. 

    To the dismay of the scholars who comprised the minyan,

the Rav agreed to this as well, explaining to those who

questioned his judgment, “This is real ,nt ka sxj - the truest

kindness of all. This man wants to say kaddish for his mother

and most likely he was disqualified in every other shul he

tried. Let it be to our merit to allow him to daven here.”

     For three weeks, the man showed up to daven. Then, one

day, he arrived in a hat, jacket and proper attire. He walked

over to the Rav, smiled and said, “Rebbi - you won!”  


