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äøéù úáù - çìùá úùøô ùãå÷ úáù
 Shabbos Parshas Beshalach - Shabbos Shirah 

  February 11, 2006 -  -  -  - å"ñùú èáù â"é   

12:41 - úáù / äìåãâ äçðî       (Monsey, NY)      5:06 - úáù úåøð ú÷ìãä                    
 5:26 - úáùä íåé ìù äòé÷ù       ~~~~~~~~      5:24 - úáù áøò ìù äòé÷ù                
6:16 - áéøòî / íéáëåëä úàö         ~~~~~~       8:57 - à"î/òîù úàéø÷ ïîæ               
6:38 - íú åðéáø úèéùì / ë"äö          ~~~~~      9:33 - à"øâä/òîù úàéø÷ ïîæ             
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LIVING IN A YESHIVAH (15)

Honoring one's Rebbi (continued)

    A person may sometimes not realize that his words 

might embarass another person. With a Rebbi, one needs 

to be doubly careful in this regard, so that when asking a 

question from one's Rebbi in the presence of others, he 

should not in any way embarrass him or compromise the 

Rebbi's stature. Therefore, it is important to remember:

1) When a Rebbi walks into a room, one should not rush 

over or blurt out a question, until he is settled.

2) One should stick to the subject matter at hand.

3) If one knows that his Rebbi definitely does not know 

the answer, he should not ask a question (1) that will cause 

him to look bad. (This might be øåñà even if no one else 

is present (2).)

4) One should ask in a respectful and humble tone.

    A talmid should not openly honor others in front of his 

Rebbi, unless his Rebbi himself openly honors them. 

     One should not record tapes or distribute notes of a 

Rebbi's shiur, without express permission from the Rebbi. 

Occasionally, a Rebbi might discuss issues pertaining to 

his talmidim that he wouldn't want others to hear. 

Honoring a Rebbi during Yomim Tovim

    The gemara (3) describes the requirement to visit one's 

Rebbi on Yom Tov or Chol Hamoed in the following 

mann

manner: "ìâøá åáø éðô ìéá÷äì íãà áééç" (One is obligated 

to visit his mentor on Yom Tov.) During holy periods of 

time, such as Yom Tov, one can absorb extra measures of 

spirituality from observing a Rebbi (4). This is also 

considered part of the mitzvah of honoring one's Rebbi (5).

     Before Yom Kippur, it is proper to ask forgiveness 

from one's mentor. Since fulfilling the mitzvah to honor a 

Rebbi completely and entirely is difficult at times (and 

certainly if one knows that he didn't show proper respect), 

he should wipe his slate clean by asking forgiveness 

before Yom Kippur. In fact, this is even more stringent 

than asking forgiveness from other yidden, including 

family. One is required to ask three times from others but 

need not continue after that, whereas with a Rebbi, one 

must keep attempting - even many times over - until he 

appeases his Rebbi (6).

    If a talmid is present at the Pesach seder of his Rebbi, 

he is not permitted to recline (äáéñä) while eating the 

matzah and drinking the four cups of wine (7), unless his 

Rebbi gives his permission. If one is not seated at the 

same table, but is in plain sight of his Rebbi, the Rema 

and Pri Chodosh argue over whether a student should 

recline. In such a case, the best option (8) is for the student 

to ask permission from his Rebbi to recline, thereby 

satisfying all the opinions (9).  åðéáø äùîù éãë ,åììä íéðå÷øãä ä"á÷ä ïîéæ ïë åîë
 .ãàî ãò íëçéå ìãâé

 íéòåøâ íéòùø åéä íøéáàå ïúã úîàáù ô"òà ,ïëìå    
 äùî úà òøäìå òéùøäì åðååëúð êàù íëøò íéúåçôå
 ìëù äòùá ãéî íúéîäì ä"á÷ä äöø àì î"î ,åðéáø
 åàøéù ãò íúéîäì ïéúîä àìà ,íéøöîá åúî íéòùøä
 úà åìá÷ íä óåñáìå ,åðéáø äùî é"ò ìàøùé úìåàâ
 íä åãøéå ,çø÷ íò ú÷åìçîä úòùá íäìù íùðò àåìî

.äìåàù íééç íäì øùà ìëå
    

 éòéáùä íåéá éäéå .åá äéäé àì úáù éòéáùä íåéáå
 (æë ,åë-æè) 'åâå åàöî àìå èå÷ìì íòä ïî åàöé

 ,"åàöî" 'ìá àø÷ä è÷ð àäã ,úåù÷äì ùé äøåàëì     
 .øáãä åàöî åéùëòå ãáàðä øáãì íéàúî äæ ïåùìã
 øîàð òåãî ë"àå ,ïîä ãøé àì ,òåãéë ,ùãå÷ úáùá ìáà

?àåöîì ùéù äãéáò íåù ïàë ïéà éøä - "åàöî àìå"
 ïìùéîøôî øéàî ä"åî ÷"äøä ø"åîãàä õøúîå     
 úåùòì åöø íøéáàå ïúãù ,øôåñî èå÷ìéáù ,ì"öæ
 úáù éòéáùä íåéáå" øîà äùî .øèñìô äùî ìù åéøáã
 ?åùò äî .åéøáã úà ùéçëäì åöø íäå - "åá äéäé àì

  æéô
        

 íéùîçå óåñ íé øáãîä êøã íòä úà íé÷ìà áñéå
(çé-âé) 'åâå íéøöî õøàî ìàøùé éðá åìò

 ,øçà øáã .'åëå íéðééåæî àìà íéùåîç ïéà é"ùøô     
 íé÷ìç 'ãå åàöé äùîçî ãçà - íéùîåçî íéùåîç
 éøä ,÷ã÷ãì ùé äðäå .ì"ëò äìéôà éîé úùìùá åúî
 íéòùøä åéäù ,êùåç úëî úòùá íé÷ìç 'ã åúîù ë"à
 ïúã åúî àì äîì ,íéøöîî úàöì åöø àìù ìàøùéá
 éîéá ë"â ,ïôåñ ãòå ïúìéçúî íéòùø åéä íäù ,íøéáàå
 íéùù íéîòô 'ã éë ,úòãä ìò äìòéä ?äìéôàå êùåçä
 íéòåøâ åéä ,íéøöîî íòä úàéöé íãå÷ åúîù àåáø

?íøéáàå ïúãî
 'ñá ,ì"öæ øôåñ äùî ø"åîâä ïøî æ"ò áéùî àìà     
 åììä íéòùøä úà ïîéæ ä"á÷ä úîàáù ,øôåñ íúç
 äëä äùîù ïîæá åá ,åìåãéâ úìéçúá åðéáø äùî éðôì
 åéìò åðéùìä íä ?åùò äîå ,ìåçá åðéîèäå éøöîä úà
 èòîë íéøöîî ùìúðå äòøô úéáî çåøáì äùî êøöåäå
 äéäù ãò íëçúðå ùã÷úðå äùî ìãâúð æàå .äðù íéùù
 'îâá øàåáîëå .ìàøùé ììëì ÷ãö ìàåâ úåéäì éåàø
 ùéëîù (ùçð) ïå÷øã ïîæî ä"á÷äù (:æè àøúá àáá)
 - ì÷ðá ãìéì äæá òééñîå äìù íçøä úéáá äìééàì äì

    ãéáëäì
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 à:åøú ç"åà (6) .â äâéâç é"ùø (5) 'ãö ç"åà äãåäéá òãåð ïééò (4) :æè äðùä ùàø (3) .ä ïè÷ ãòåî ïééò (2) àë:ãîø ã"åé (1)
çé:áòú äøåøá äðùî (9) áòú íéãâî éøô (8) ä:áòú ç"åà (7)

R' Moshe Chaim Ephraim of Sedlikov ZT"L (Degel Machane Ephraim) would say:

     "'And they believed in Hashem and Moshe His servant ... Then Moshe sang.' It was precisely because 

the Jews believed in Hashem and Moshe His servant, that Moshe Rabbeinu was able to sing the  úøéù
íéä. For having faith in a tzadik actually empowers and gives strength to the tzadik."

R' Meir Leibish Malbim ZT"L would say:

    "Hashem affirmed that He would never punish the Jewish people simply for the sake of punishment. If 

it ever became necessary to inflict illness on them å"ç, it would only be because 'êàôø 'ä éðà' - 'I am the 

Lord Who heals,' - for the Jews' own spiritual benefit, in the same way a physician must sometimes 

perform a painful procedure to ensure his patient's recovery." 

A Wise Man would say:

    "The bare-stripped truth is always better than the best-dressed lie!"
íééçä øåøöá äøåøö åúîùð àäú -  ì"æ áìâ á÷òé ø"á äùî 'ø åéáà ð"éòì é"ð áìâ øéàé øæòéìà 'ø úáãð

TORAH TAVLIN IS AVAILABLE FREE OF CHARGE! TO SPONSOR/DEDICATE AN ISSUE, RECEIVE IT BY MAIL OR HAVE 

IT E-MAILED TO YOU DIRECTLY, PLEASE CALL 845-821-6200, OR SEND AN E-MAIL TO TORAHTAVLIN@YAHOO.COM. 
<><><><>  <><><><>  <><><><>  <><><> <><><>  <><><><>  <><><><>  <><><><> <><>



<><><><>  <><><><>  <><><><>  <><><>   <><><>  <><><><>  <><><><>  <><><><> <><>  <><><><>  <><><><>  <><><><>  <><><> <><><>  <><><><>  <><><><>  <><><><>

and on the spot granted him a deferment. 

    After R' Pam left the office, he discovered that instead of submitting the letter from Torah Vodaath 

vouching for his status as a full-time Torah teacher, he had mistakenly submitted a letter from R' 

Kantrowitz, wishing him Mazel Tov on his forthcoming marriage! He considered his deferment a miracle.
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 íéøåøéôä úà úáùä íåéá åàöîéé íòäù åáùçå åðéáø
."åàöî àì"ù àø÷ä ãéòî óåñá ìáà ,íîöòá åîùù

 ÷"äøä ø"åîãàä ,íéøåôéöì íéøåøéô øåæéô ïéðòìå     
 úáùá"ù øéáñä ì"öæ ïéìøà÷î ìåãâä ïøäà ä"åî
 íé÷äáåîä øéù éìòáì úáù ìëàî íéìéëàî "äøéù
 ïéãîò á÷òé ø"åîâä ïøî íðîà .íéøåôéöä íäù ,øúåéá
 éðôì íéèéç çèùì åâäðù äîù áúë åøåãéñá ì"öæ

 !àåä øåñéàå úåèù - úåôåòä

 íäéðéëùì åøîàå úáù áøòî åäåè÷ìù ïîä úà åøæéô
 éøáãì úåùîî ïéàå ,ïî ãøåé úáùá óà ,åàøå åàö"
 åìëàå ,íéîåøîî íéøåôéöä ãøé íééúðéáù àìà ."äùî
 àìù åàø ,ø÷åáá åî÷ùëå ,íøéáàå ïúã åîùù ïîä úà

.äãùá øáã åðîî øúåð
 ïî åàöé" øîåì áåúëä ùéâãäù äî ïáåî æ"éôì ïëáå    
 ìù íúîéæî äøôåäù ,øîåìë - "åàöî àìå èå÷ìì íòä
 äùî éøáã úà ùéçëäì åù÷áù ,åìà ú÷åìçî éìòá

ïåðéáø
     

(à-åè) úàæä äøéùä úà ìàøùé éðáå äùî øéùé æà
    Why does the Shirah begin with words in the 

future tense: "ìàøùé éðáå äùî øéùé æà" - "Then will 

Moshe and Bnei Yisroel sing"? Rashi tends to 

explain the posuk to mean that only after Moshe 

and the Jewish people saw the incredible miracles 

at the Yam Suf, it was "then" that they began to 

sing. However, Chazal (:àö ïéøãäðñ) explain that 

the future tense of "øéùé æà" - "Then they will sing" 

is specifically intentioned to teach us the lesson of 

íéúîä úééçú - Resurrection of the Dead; Not only 

did Bnei Yisroel sing at that time, but they "will 

sing" again after the resurrection! Yet, the question 

remains: why associate the unadulterated joy of 

Krias Yam Suf with the Resurrection of the Dead? 

Why remind us just then of the sad fate of death? 

    The Shabbos after the miraculous escape of the 

Belzer Rebbe, R' Aharon Rokeach ZT"L, from 

the inferno of the Holocaust to Eretz Yisroel, he 

delivered a derasha in shul to the large crowd that 

came to hear him. He explained that at the time of 

Krias Yam Suf, in fact, Bnei Yisroel's happiness was 

not complete; only "íéùåîç" - one-fifth of the 

nation - had merited to escape Egypt. Sadly, four-

fifths of the Jewish people had recently perished 

during the plague of darkness. The joy of their 

liberation and destruction of their enemies was 

tempered by a deep-rooted grief at the fate of their 

brethren. How similar, he proclaimed, to our 

present situation, where a majority of our brothers 

in Europe have already been wiped out!

   Thus, it was their firm belief in Techias Hamesim 

- the ultimate Resurrection of the Dead; knowing 

that their brothers and sisters would eventually join 

them in the fullness of days, which enabled them to 

sing the Shirah with the required simcha! 

 åðçðå åéìò íéðéìî íúà øùà íëéúðåìú úà 'ä òîùá 
 (ç-æè) 'åâå 'ä ìò éë íëéúðìú åðéìò àì äî

    The gemara (.èô ïéìåç) writes: "The entire world 

exists only on account of Moshe and Aharon who 

said 'äî åðçðå' - 'What are we?'" Their tremendous 

humility is what keeps the world going. But were 

they the only humble ones? What about Dovid 

Hamelech who was renowned for his humbleness, 

or Avrohom Avinu who said "øôàå øôò éëðàå"- "I am 

but dust and ashes." Are they any less worthy?

   This posuk calls to mind a poignant episode that 

occurred in the Beis Medrash of the great R' 

Yonason Eibeschutz ZT"L of Prague. During the 

Yom Kippur davening, R' Yonason noticed a man 

seated nearby, praying with deep emotion: "I am as 

mere dust during my lifetime, how much more so 

after my death." Before long, however, during the 

reading of the Torah, the Rov observed this same 

person in a heated argument with the gabbai, 

demanding the honor of being called to the Torah.

    Flushed with anger, the man exclaimed, "Do you 

realize who I am and the important office I hold?"

    R' Yonason interjected. "Excuse me, but just a 

short time ago, you yourself said you were as dust!"

    Replied the man, "True indeed. Compared to the 

Ribono Shel Olam, I am nothing but dust, but 

compared to this gabbai ... I am so much more!"

    It is this arrogant attitude that prompted Chazal 

to state that the utterance of Moshe and Aharon is 

superior even to that of Avrohom Avinu, for when 

Avrohom said, "øôàå øôò éëðàå" - "I am but dust 

and ashes," he was addressing Hashem, whereas 

their self-effacement was so pervasive that they said, 

"äî åðçðå" - "And what are we" - They considered 

themselves as naught even compared to those who 

murmured and complained against Hashem.

***

***

***

***

***

***

***

***

***

***

***

***

***

***

***

***

        
  (æè-åè) 'åâå úéð÷ åæ íò øáòé ãò 'ä êîò øáòé ãò ïáàë åîãé êòøæ ìãâá ãçôå äúîéà íäéìò ìôú   

      When Hashem intends to bring salvation to His people, He causes their enemies to tremble with fear 

and abandon their evil designs, as Chazal say: "'ä êîò øáòé ãò" - From here the wise men said, "The 

Jewish people are worthy to have miracles performed on their behalf." (.åì äèåñ)
    At age nineteen, R' Avrohom Pam ZT"L, the beloved Rosh Yeshiva of Torah Vodaath, embarked on 

a two-year semichah study program to master the four sections of Shulchan Aruch, with all the major 

commentaries. When he had completed the program, he and two friends were tested by three renowned 

Rabbonim: R' Moshe Binyomin Tomashov ZT"L, the senior Rov in Brownsville, Brooklyn; R' 

Yaakov Kantrowitz ZT"L, who succeeded R' Dovid Leibowitz ZT"L as Rosh Yeshivah of Torah 

Vodaath; and R' Yehudah Leib Graubart ZT"L, a distinguished Rov in Toronto who was visiting New 

York at that time. In addition to the sections of Yoreh De'ah that one was required to master to receive a 

standard semichah, R' Pam was tested on the laws of marriage in Even Haezer, and a number of difficult 

sections of Choshen Mishpat - monetary laws. 

    At that time, R' Yaakov Kantrowitz was Av Beis Din of Trenton, New Jersey, where a number of 

kosher slaughterhouses were located. He was known as a tremendous gaon who was also the uncle of the 

great posek, R' Moshe Feinstein ZT"L; letters in halachah to him appear in Igros Moshe. He was one 

of the greatest surviving talmidim of the Volozhiner Yeshivah in Lithuania and authored the scholarly 

work Tzelusa D'Shmaitsa. Tragically, he was injured in a fall less than a year after coming to Torah 

Vodaath and was unable to continue as Rosh Yeshivah. 

    For his semichah examination, young Avrohom Pam sat with R' Kantrowitz as shochtim and others 

came before the Rov with all sorts of halachic questions. Before ruling on any matter, R' Kantrowitz first 

turned to his young charge and asked him to state his opinion. After a week of such "testing," R' 

Kantrowitz was duly impressed and presented him with a certificate of semichah in which he wrote: "I 

have found him to be fluent in matters of halachah; he has a clear mind and a deep comprehension to 

analyze a Talmudic topic in accordance with halachah. I have spoken with him in matters of hora'ah - 

practical halachah, and have found in him wide-ranging knowledge in major portions of Yoreh De'ah, as 

well as knowledge of Even HaEzer and Choshen Mishpat, like an experienced Rov."     

    The story goes that during the Second World War, all able-bodied young men had to report to their 

local army office to either be recruited or deferred. Those who submitted proof that they were either 

rabbis or full-time yeshivah students were deferred. R' Pam entered the office where fifteen army officers 

were interviewing fifteen potential recruits, individually. The officer in charge, a secular Jew who, it was 

said, could read Yiddish, interviewed him. R' Pam submitted his letter of semichah; the officer perused it 
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