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Halacha L'maaseh: Horav Boruch Hirschfeld Shlit'a
A SERIES IN HALACHAH
LIVING IN A YESHIVAH (15)

Honoring one's Rebbi (continued)

A person may sometimes not realize that his words
might embarass another person. With a Rebbi, one needs
to be doubly careful in this regard, so that when asking a
question from one's Rebbi in the presence of others, he
should not in any way embarrass him or compromise the
Rebbi's stature. Therefore, it is important to remember:

1) When a Rebbi walks into a room, one should not rush
over or blurt out a question, until he is settled.
2) One should stick to the subject matter at hand.
3) If one knows that his Rebbi definitely does not know
the answer, he should not ask a question (1) that will cause
him to look bad. (This might be vox even if no one else
is present (2.)
4) One should ask in a respectful and humble tone.

A talmid should not openly honor others in front of his
Rebbi, unless his Rebbi himself openly honors them.

One should not record tapes or distribute notes of a
Rebbi's shiur, without express permission from the Rebbi.
Occasionally, a Rebbi might discuss issues pertaining to
his talmidim that he wouldn't want others to hear.
Honoring a Rebbi during Yomim Tovim

The gemara ) describes the requirement to visit one's
Rebbi on Yom Tov or Chol Hamoed in the following

- Rav D'khal Ahavas Yisroel, Cleveland Heights, Ohio

manner: 7)1 11 »9 92pnb o 20 (One is obligated
to visit his mentor on Yom Tov.) During holy periods of
time, such as Yom Tov, one can absorb extra measures of
spirituality from observing a Rebbi . This is also
considered part of the mitzvah of honoring one's Rebbi (5.

Before Yom Kippur, it is proper to ask forgiveness
from one's mentor. Since fulfilling the mitzvah to honor a
Rebbi completely and entirely is difficult at times (and
certainly if one knows that he didn't show proper respect),
he should wipe his slate clean by asking forgiveness
before Yom Kippur. In fact, this is even more stringent
than asking forgiveness from other yidden, including
family. One is required to ask three times from others but
need not continue after that, whereas with a Rebbi, one
must keep attempting - even many times over - until he
appeases his Rebbi ©.

If a talmid is present at the Pesach seder of his Rebbi,
he is not permitted to recline (N2°0n) while eating the
matzah and drinking the four cups of wine (7, unless his
Rebbi gives his permission. If one is not seated at the
same table, but is in plain sight of his Rebbi, the Rema
and Pri Chodosh argue over whether a student should
recline. In such a case, the best option ) is for the student
to ask permission from his Rebbi to recline, thereby
satisfying all the opinions ©).
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R' Moshe Chaim Ephraim of Sedlikov ZT"L (Degel Machane Ephraim) would say:

"'And they believed in Hashem and Moshe His servant ... Then Moshe sang.' It was precisely because
the Jews believed in Hashem and Moshe His servant, that Moshe Rabbeinu was able to sing the nvw
o©>n. For having faith in a tzadik actually empowers and gives strength to the rzadik."

R' Meir Leibish Malbim ZT"L would say:

"Hashem affirmed that He would never punish the Jewish people simply for the sake of punishment. If
it ever became necessary to inflict illness on them y'n, it would only be because &9 0 N’ - 'I am the
Lord Who heals," - for the Jews' own spiritual benefit, in the same way a physician must sometimes
perform a painful procedure to ensure his patient's recovery."

A Wise Man would say:

"The bare-stripped truth is always better than the best-dressed lie!"
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and on the spot granted him a deferment.

After R' Pam left the office, he discovered that instead of submitting the letter from Torah Vodaath
vouching for his status as a full-time Torah teacher, he had mistakenly submitted a letter from R'
Kantrowitz, wishing him Mazel Tov on his forthcoming marriage! He considered his deferment a miracle.

TORAH GEMS
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Why does the Shirah begin with words in the
future tense: "IN M) NWN P N - "Then will
Moshe and Bnei Yisroel sing"? Rashi tends to
explain the posuk to mean that only after Moshe
and the Jewish people saw the incredible miracles
at the Yam Suf, it was "then” that they began to
sing. However, Chazal (:RS p71mp) explain that
the future tense of 7> W - "Then they will sing”
is specifically intentioned to teach us the lesson of
ONNN NNN - Resurrection of the Dead; Not only
did Bnei Yisroel sing at that time, but they "will
sing" again after the resurrection! Yet, the question
remains: why associate the unadulterated joy of
Krias Yam Suf with the Resurrection of the Dead?
Why remind us just then of the sad fate of death?

The Shabbos after the miraculous escape of the
Belzer Rebbe, R' Aharon Rokeach ZT'"L, from
the inferno of the Holocaust to Eretz Yisroel, he
delivered a derasha in shul to the large crowd that
came to hear him. He explained that at the time of
Krias Yam Suf, in fact, Bnei Yisroel's happiness was
not complete; only 7owmn” - one-fifth of the
nation - had merited to escape Egypt. Sadly, four-
fifths of the Jewish people had recently perished
during the plague of darkness. The joy of their
liberation and destruction of their enemies was
tempered by a deep-rooted grief at the fate of their
brethren. How similar, he proclaimed, to our
present situation, where a majority of our brothers
in Europe have already been wiped out!

Thus, it was their firm belief in Techias Hamesim

- the ultimate Resurrection of the Dead; knowing
that their brothers and sisters would eventually join
them in the fullness of days, which enabled them to
sing the Shirah with the required simcha!
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The gemara (.09 Y>n) writes: "The entire world
exists only on account of Moshe and Aharon who
said ' WY - 'What are we?'" Their tremendous
humility is what keeps the world going. But were
they the only humble ones? What about Dovid
Hamelech who was renowned for his humbleness,
or Avrohom Avinu who said 719N 79y »NV- " am
but dust and ashes." Are they any less worthy?

This posuk calls to mind a poignant episode that
occurred in the Beis Medrash of the great R'
Yonason Eibeschutz ZT"L of Prague. During the
Yom Kippur davening, R' Yonason noticed a man
seated nearby, praying with deep emotion: "I am as
mere dust during my lifetime, how much more so
after my death.” Before long, however, during the
reading of the Torah, the Rov observed this same
person in a heated argument with the gabbai,
demanding the honor of being called to the Torah.

Flushed with anger, the man exclaimed, "Do you
realize who I am and the important office I hold?"

R' Yonason interjected. "Excuse me, but just a
short time ago, you yourself said you were as dust!"

Replied the man, "True indeed. Compared to the
Ribono Shel Olam, 1 am nothing but dust, but
compared to this gabbai ... I am so much more!"

It is this arrogant attitude that prompted Chazal
to state that the utterance of Moshe and Aharon is
superior even to that of Avrohom Avinu, for when
Avrohom said, 719N 29y "NV - "I am but dust
and ashes,” he was addressing Hashem, whereas
their self-effacement was so pervasive that they said,
o whY - "And what are we" - They considered
themselves as naught even compared to those who
murmured and complained against Hashem.
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When Hashem intends to bring salvation to His people, He causes their enemies to tremble with fear
and abandon their evil designs, as Chazal say: 1 g0y 22y 1y - From here the wise men said, "The
Jewish people are worthy to have miracles performed on their behalf." (17 NVYD)

At age nineteen, R' Avrohom Pam ZT'"L, the beloved Rosh Yeshiva of Torah Vodaath, embarked on
a two-year semichah study program to master the four sections of Shulchan Aruch, with all the major
commentaries. When he had completed the program, he and two friends were tested by three renowned
Rabbonim: R' Moshe Binyomin Tomashov ZT"L, the senior Rov in Brownsville, Brooklyn; R'
Yaakov Kantrowitz ZT"L, who succeeded R' Dovid Leibowitz ZT'"L as Rosh Yeshivah of Torah
Vodaath; and R' Yehudah Leib Graubart ZT'L, a distinguished Rov in Toronto who was visiting New
York at that time. In addition to the sections of Yoreh De'ah that one was required to master to receive a
standard semichah, R' Pam was tested on the laws of marriage in Even Haezer, and a number of difficult
sections of Choshen Mishpat - monetary laws.

At that time, R' Yaakov Kantrowitz was Av Beis Din of Trenton, New Jersey, where a number of
kosher slaughterhouses were located. He was known as a tremendous gaon who was also the uncle of the
great posek, R' Moshe Feinstein ZT"L; letters in halachah to him appear in Igros Moshe. He was one
of the greatest surviving talmidim of the Volozhiner Yeshivah in Lithuania and authored the scholarly
work Tzelusa D'Shmaitsa. Tragically, he was injured in a fall less than a year after coming to Torah
Vodaath and was unable to continue as Rosh Yeshivah.

For his semichah examination, young Avrohom Pam sat with R' Kantrowitz as shochtim and others
came before the Rov with all sorts of halachic questions. Before ruling on any matter, R' Kantrowitz first
turned to his young charge and asked him to state his opinion. After a week of such "testing," R’
Kantrowitz was duly impressed and presented him with a certificate of semichah in which he wrote: "I
have found him to be fluent in matters of halachah; he has a clear mind and a deep comprehension to
analyze a Talmudic topic in accordance with halachah. 1 have spoken with him in matters of hora'ah -
practical halachah, and have found in him wide-ranging knowledge in major portions of Yoreh De'ah, as
well as knowledge of Even HaEzer and Choshen Mishpat, like an experienced Rov."

The story goes that during the Second World War, all able-bodied young men had to report to their
local army office to either be recruited or deferred. Those who submitted proof that they were either
rabbis or full-time yeshivah students were deferred. R' Pam entered the office where fifteen army officers
were interviewing fifteen potential recruits, individually. The officer in charge, a secular Jew who, it was
said, could read Yiddish, interviewed him. R' Pam submitted his letter of semichah; the officer perused it

OO OB OO O3>

OO OO O5OS 5533

33>

OO OOOS OO OO OO OOOS OO OB




