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Swn2: Although lending money must be done with witnesses,
aiding the poor with charity should be done in a way that
does not denigrate the poor. R> Mordechai Banet ZT”’L
quotes the Gemara (N ©NVY)Y: “One who says I will give a
selah to the poor so that my son shall live is righteous. ”'In

A SERIES IN HALACHA ﬂwy’g—)

LIVING A “TORAH” DAY
"yt i i’ - Keeping the Jewish Camp Holy (70)
Walking Behind a Lady (cont.) Let us continue our discussion
regarding the halacha quoted in the Gemara Berachos (1) that a
man is not permitted to walk directly behind a lady or girl. He
can walk at an angle behind her or if the area is narrow, he
should attempt to walk ahead of her. If that is not possible and he
must walk now this specific way for a mitzvah, he should fix his

eyes to the ground and proceed with caution (2).

Obligation of the Lady. R’ Shmuel Wosner ZT”’L writes 3)
that if the lady is Jewish and recognizes the situation whereby
she will be walking in a narrow area in front of a man who will
not be able to pass her, she should try to avoid the problem - with
at least a minimal effort - by allowing him to walk in front of her.
Educating Boys. It is important to educate boys about this
halacha from the age of nine-years-old, and possibly earlier @.
This is similar to what was mentioned a number of weeks ago
regarding the halacha of not sleeping on one’s stomach or back,
where R Wosner writes (5) that the proper age to educate boys in
this is nine-years-old, although on a practical level, one should
begin even earlier because fulfilling this daily halacha depends
quite a bit on habit and if a child falls into a bad habit, it is
difficult for him to change. Therefore, one should start to educate
even earlier to train him in the correct habit. This is also
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Rebbe R’ Heschel of Krakow ZT”’L (Chanukas HaTorah) would say:

A==y

truth, his son is not sick and will surely live. He says this so as
not to embarrass the poor man as he gives him charity, making
him think that he is giving for his own benefit. This is the
meaning of the words, "y »yn NN - give to the poor but
make him think "7ny" - he is doing you a favor!
N5 90w T2 TN AN
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applicable regarding the issur to ride on an unsaddled animal, as
was mentioned previously, and from the the age of nine one
should make sure that boys keep this halacha propetly ©).
Sitting Behind a Lady. The Gemara discusses only walking
behind a lady. What about sitting behind a lady? Does this
prohibition include not sitting behind a lady when her chair or
seat is exposed or not high enough to block his view of her, such
as on a bus? In other words, is a man obligated to find another
place to sit in order to avoid this situation? The Tosfos Yom Tov
in his sefer Malbushei Yom Tov (7) and the Chazon Ish ZT”’L
(quoted by R’ Nissim Karelitz Shlit’a @), rule strictly in this
matter. R* Nissim adds that 72713, a man is better off sitting side
-by-side with a lady or girl (of course without touching) than
behind her. R’ Binyamin Zilber ZT"’L.«o) writes that if the situation
is hard to avoid or seats are unavailable, one may sit behind a lady
since there exists at least a partial separation of the back of the seat.
Sitting Beside a Lady. Even though there is no actual issur of
sitting next to a lady on a plane or bus, one must make sure that
he is totally separated (not touching in any way) and he must
make sure to avoid thinking about his seatmate. As far as politely
requesting a change in seating to avoid this situation, see Sefer
Malbushei Mordechei (10) about the benefits of this.
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““DYYY TP YNINI N NN PITN YN - Rashi makes a point of noting that the servant’s ear in question is the right
ear, and not the left. He goes through a long-winded explanation to prove this point. Why would we even think for a
moment that the posuk is referring to the left ear? Because, as Chazal tell us, the slave’s ear is bored through due to
the fact that ‘the ear that heard at Sinai the words, Thou shall not steal, and he went and stole, deserves to be bored.’
And the Medrash (¢"'nv) states in the name of Rabban Shimon bar Yochai that when Hashem spoke to the Nation at
Har Sinai, the words went out ‘from the right of Hashem to the left of Yisroel.’ It turns out, therefore, that the ear that
heard Hashem’s words was the left ear! In case one might think the left ear is bored, Rashi proves otherwise.”

R’ Chaim Yisroel Belsky ZT”’L (Einei Yisroel) would say:

“Pa0N MY NYYNI YoX I INNY - ‘Under His feet was like a brickwork of sapphire.” In Hashem’s eyes, every brick
of mud and clay that the Jews layed in Egypt was like a sapphire. The harsh labor transformed Bnei Yisroel into a
nation worthy of the Torah, capable of reaching upwards towards HaKadosh Baruch Hu. Whatever the hardship, the
greatness of a person is revealed when he takes ‘bricks of clay’ and transforms them into gems of intense beauty.”

A Wise Man would say:

“Start by doing what’s necessary; then do what’s possible; suddenly you will find that you are doing the impossible.”
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The Torah prohibits taking any type of oath, even when the oath is true, because it is an oath that has no purpose -
"Nw nyav”. Someone who swears an oath that is false, violates both the proscription for swearing a false oath and also for
swearing an oath in vain, since it too, serves no purpose. The Rambam (x-» my1w n) contends that someone who
swears because of a din Torah fulfills a positive mitzvah of the Torah, (-5 ©927) "vavn v’ - “in His Name, you shall
swear.” Others contend that this posuk means simply “in His Name you may swear,” but that there is never a mitzvah of
taking an oath (Ramban). Still others contend that even though the posuk says, “in His Name you shall swear,” this does
not mean it is permitted to swear, but rather, that one who swears is not punished for taking an oath (Shu’t Chasam
Sofer). This last authority contends that one should avoid taking an oath under any and all circumstances, and thereby
explains why the custom is to pay large fees or even fines rather than swear an oath - even if it is fully truthful.

The renowned Chacham Rabbeinu Yaakov Mutzafi ZT”’L was born in Baghdad, Iraq in the year 5660/1900. He
attended the famous Bet Zilka Yeshivah, a truly exceptional Yeshivah where hundreds of elite students grew in scholarship and
piety. Among them were many chachamim who became Sephardic leaders of the next generation, such as the Ben Ish Chai,
Chacham Salman Mutzafi, Chacham Yehudah Tzadkah ZT”L, and many others. When Chacham Yaakov was a
younger student in the Yeshivah, he was known for his diligence and great intensity. R’ Yaakov eventually moved to
Jerusalem, and later became the Rosh Av Bet Din for the Sephardim of the Eida Charedit there. He was extremely close to
Chacham Ben Zion Abba Shaul ZT”’L, Rosh Yeshivah of Porat Yosef, and his family, and he sat on the same Bet Din
with him, presiding over monetary judgments (M »>7) until his passing on the thirteenth of Sivan, 5743/1982.

On one occasion, as the chachamim sat together to hear a case, two litigants came to the Bet Din regarding a relatively
simple monetary matter; one person claimed that the other owed him money, while the second man, the defendant, denied it.
The defendant argued vociferously in his defense and offered to swear on a sefer Torah that he did not owe any money. It
frightened Chacham Ben Zion and Chacham Yaakov that the man was stubborn enough to actually volunteer to swear on a
sefer Torah. It didn’t seem appropriate in the context of the matter at hand and the two were suspicious of the man’s motives.
They tried to convince him to make a deal but he was immovable and insisted on swearing to his innocence.

Eventually, they were left with no choice. If the man insisted on swearing, they would have to oblige him. The chachamim
got up and went into the nearby Bet Knesset Shema Tzedakah. They were about to remove one of the Sifrei Torah, when
Chacham Yaakov asked him, “Wait. Have you gone to the mikvah? You must before you make this shvuah (oath).”

The man replied in the negative. Chacham Yaakov’s intention was to delay the proceedings, and he succeeded. The
man waited until the next day and went to the mikvah before returning to the synagogue. Chacham Yaakov asked him, “To
which mikvah did you go?” The man told him the name of the mikvah, and Chacham Yaakov insisted that the chosen
mikvah was not kosher enough. In an effort to further stall the man and not have him swear unnecessarily, he advised him
to go to another mikvah, claiming that this mikvah was acceptable for an oath. The man grudgingly agreed.

The next day, the chachamim came to the Bet HaKnesset, but the defendant did not show up. Wondering what had
happened to him, they sent a messenger to his home. The door was answered by a disheveled woman who was crying.
When asked what had happened, she answered, “I don’t know. My husband just did not wake up this morning!”

Chacham Yaakov knew right away that this man’s death was min Hashamayim. As the Bet Din investigated the case
deeper, they were able to determine that the defendant really had owed money to the other man. He had denied everything
falsely and was willing to swear on it. Had he sworn falsely, he would have died with a terrible sin, a black mark on his

soul. Therefore his untimely death had saved him from a fate that was even worse. It was truly in the Hands of Hashem.
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Swn: A Talmid Chacham once asked R’ Yosef Chaim
Sonnenfeld ZT”’L, “If one meets a poor man in the street
who asks for a loan, and there are no others present who can
be witnesses, and they have no paper or pencil with which to
write a document, should he lend the money anyway to
fulfill the mitzvah of lending money? Or is he exempt from
this mitzvah because of the prohibition in the Gemara that
states (ny N"12): “‘Whoever lends money without witnesses,
transgresses the mitzvah of "2wWwan \nn X2 2y »3Y' - You
shall not place a stumbling block in front of the blind’?”

R’ Yosef Chaim answered, “He is certainly exempt from
lending in this situation, in order not to transgress ‘putting a
stumbling block before the blind.” The proof is from the
posuk: ny NN MON 90 ON' - ‘If you lend money to My
people.’ If you lend money, it must be with My people, i.e.
with witnesses. However, the posuk continues: 70y »yn NN
- ‘To the poor with you’ - if you give him charity instead of
a loan, then it should be ‘with you’ - in other words, you
alone should be present and no one else, so that he should
not be embarrassed.”
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If a person intentionally kills another "1 y2” (with trickery) he is put to death. The Baal HaTurim notes that there are only
two times where the word "nny2" appears in text. Here, and in Sefer Yehoshua (1-0) where it says: "nnya man ox wy»”. This
speaks about the ©y1) who dressed themselves in old shoes and torn clothing to make it appear as if they traveled many
miles in order to join the Jewish people. Yehoshua bin Nun promised to accept them into the fold, but when he later found out
that they deceived him, he ordered them to do jobs of menial labor, putting them in charge of chopping wood and schlepping
water for the mizbeach. The question is: indeed, they may be menial, but nevertheless, these are important jobs that were

necessary in the Bais HaMikdash. Many people would be thrilled to do these jobs. Why was this considered a punishment?

My machshava is that "nn7y2" has two meanings. One is “trickery” while the other is “cleverness.” The posuk tells us:
"MNinNan Yon oy 0 W' - and the Targum translates it as, “The snake was smarter (©2n) than other animals.” Thus, a
person who uses “trickery” to kill someone is punished with death. Whereas the ©»y2) who used “cleverness” to become closer
to Hashem were not punished, but rewarded to become o 2 o8y 210N in the Bais HaMikdash - "m0 or pnam m”

A further thought on this is that those people, like my parents who came to America in the 1920’s, were forced to use
"nmy" - cleverness, to remain shomrei shabbos and build homes of Torah and chessed, just as many Jews used cleverness
during the Holocaust to stay alive and remain shomrei Torah. Their reward is that their children and grandchildren became
"D NI DNY 10N - they built Yeshivos and became Roshei Yeshivah in America. Interestingly, this is the only place
throughout Tanach that the Baal HaTurim quotes his father 5"st w'Nan xaN 0 TN. A powerful lesson for all of us to follow....

DRUSH V’CHIDD&ISH that Sephardic Jews follow the ruling of the Beis Yosef (R’

@-33) .. TN 25m2 13 Swan Yosef Caro ZT”L) and rely on a gentile taster. The

The Gemara states (38 Yon): “If a small amount of
forbidden food falls into a pot of permitted food, if the
forbidden food is permitted to some Jews (e.g Terumah), a
Jew tastes the mixture to see if it has any taste from the
forbidden food. If the forbidden food is forbidden to all Jews,
then a gentile tastes the mixture.” The Rema adds that
nowadays, the custom is not to rely on a gentile taster; rather,
we must ascertain that the amount of permitted food is sixty
times the amount of the forbidden food (Dwwa 502).

It once happened in Jerusalem that a bit of milk fell into
a pot of chicken, and the question was presented to R’
Shimshon Aharon Polanski ZT”’L, the Tepliker Rav. He
asked to call in a gentile to taste the food. The gentile tasted
the mixture, and said that he didn’t taste any milk. Then the
Ray asked a Sephardic Jew to taste it, for it is well-known

Sephardic Jew also said he did not taste the milk. Based on
this, he permitted the chicken for Ashkenazim!

The Chasam Sofer, R’ Moshe Sofer ZT"’L, held that
the reason for waiting six hours between meat and milk is
because this is the time it takes for the human body to digest
the meat. He also assumed that the digestive process
quickens during sleep. Thus, if one ate meat late at night
and rose early the next morning, he may drink milk even
though six hours have not passed since he ate the meat.

It is told that one morning, the Chasam Sofer prepared
coffee with milk even though six hours had not passed since
his meat meal. Before he was able to drink the coffee,
however, his entire cup accidentally overturned and spilled
onto the floor. Turning to his attendants, he remarked,
“Apparently, in Heaven, they do not accept my ruling!”
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A's we mourn the terrible loss of our great Rebbi, R’ Yisroel Belsky ZT”’L, we must understand the significance of the fact

that he was niftar specifically between the parshyios of Yisro and Mishpatim. In his sefer, Einei Yisroel, R’Belsky explains
that the laws (Dvawn) of the Torah serve as the foundation of the world. When a dispute arises between two people, the
goal of resolution should be to reveal the true word of Hashem, rather than prove the righteousness of a single position, as it
says, "DV 11T N OPONN TV - until the truth of Hashem’s word is achieved. An individual’s success or victory is
insignificant in comparison to the true purpose of "vawn" which is to bring honor to Hashem and "ow 115" to the world. The
purpose of judgments and decisions made by Beis Din are to reach the truth of Torah and any sense of personal gain is
completely non-existent in a true Ben Torah. His pride, honor or personal gain is irrelevant in his quest for the true mishpat.

The parsha of "©vawnn NHNY" immediately follows the final words of Parshas Yisro which speak about the mizbeach,
the altar. Why? Because bringing a sacrifice like a korban olah, required slaughtering an animal and then completely
burning it on the altar. The owner gets none of it. This is certainly a small price to pay to give nachas ruach to Hashem and
draw close to Him. This concept precedes “Mishpatim” because one should consider the pleasure the Ribono shel Olam
derives from one who is willing to sacrifice a portion of his wealth for the sake of tranquility and shalom.

This encapsulates the life of R’ Yisroel Belsky. He had no sense of “T”. His entire life was dedicated to revealing the Dvar
Hashem. Both in ©pnd 07X 2 and y»and 07X 3, his only desire was to increase Kavod Shamayim. He is now in the loftiest
spheres of Heaven, and this posuk, "0 127 X2 ©ponn 1y surely refers to him! May he be a meilitz yosher for all of Am Yisroel.




