573 119210 797112 NN HNINY O DNIIAN /AN NNYI NDIYY

£

OEOOOEOOTOTOOOOOOOOOO<55<S

{
YNNI YN XY YNINID

YOan NN

A Sha'arei Tefillah Publicationw
29 Pawker Blvd: Monsey, NY 10952

NIN D NYIS VTP Nav
Shabbos Parshas Ki Savo
September 16, 2000 - D"VN 1IN 110

ssavesssss WAL DOY
7:03 - nawn DY/NYPY 6:47 - MM NPOTN
7:53 - PrYUSN/OMI1DN NINRY  9:08 - N7D/ANW NNOIP IR
8:15- DN W21 NVLOVYY 9: 44 - NIWVYNY NP N

129 NY1N

(32-99) 7139 9NNIY XY TPNMYNN SN2y NY

NN NMSY NINK MNN DIWA 1NN ND ,IWPN DV IND MNNN 20
2102 VIO WITPNN 122 51991 MITINNY TS IWYN XOANY OTNRNY
M NPV NTNNNN XDP TN, PIAND TI . HNIVUYN MSN NN DOPY
DYPN DTNRY NYY 2N IHONNDY DY PIISHN YNIIY NO” VNN
INNIN NDWIPNOINTIA ,MSN

L2778 91 ANTN 299 DN 9791 VINIRN HNN NOYWN DY NN NON
DY NN DNMPNY NYYL 1IN MNNN NN NIDYO DTNN 91D NNNIY
MYN? MNPV NN - 7252 D3N NNNN NINR ,NIMND I NOPYYI MINT ORY
0PN PYN TERINDY 97PN ,MINNN NNOY XD ¥ - NTNON DIWIN
YYN NYVI DONNY MNNT NYIY DV 250 NINN YD .7V O3 NN
LDINN DD

YNIAY NI ND : DI TINNN DTINNN XD PISN ,TD DIWN
92 NYI9N PTI INHDMP NON MISNN DY HY /MY KY - PIsnn

%k %
% 5k 5k
%k %
%k %k
k%
% k%
% %%
* %k
ok
% k%
* k%
% k%
% % %
% %k %
% %k
% %k
% k%

( '
(}-uA) DT 0PN 1Y YNIYY DNIINY NINAY D1 NYTY AT 0I5 /N 1N XD

Rashi writes that this posuk refers to the incident in parshas vayeilech
when Moshe gave the sefer Torah which he had written to the tribe of
Levi. The other tribes came to Moshe and complained, "Why will you
cause the tribe of Levi to lord over us?" Moshe answered, "On this day
you have become a nation" - On this day I see that you all desire to
cleave to G-d." The question 1s, why wasn't this posuk recorded 1n it's
proper place in Vayeilech? Why in this parsha after the nn>n - reproof?

R' Yaakov Yosef ZT"L, the Vilna Maggid explains that when two
people argue over a "respectable" aliyah to the Torah such as >ww or
V9N, it may or may not be laudable because they both might be arguing
for their own honor and not for the honor of the Torah. But when a
person will graciously accept an "unglamorous" novn - added on aliyah,
or the NN N, he demonstrates that his intent is truly for the Torah's sake.

When Bnei Yisroel heard the reproof of the tochachah, their faces
actually changed color. Despite that, they still protested to Moshe when
they feared of possible injustices. That indication of their true love for
Torah is alluded to by the placement of this posuk right after the nnown.
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The Sanzer Rebbe, R' Chaim of Sanz ZT"L would say:
"When I ask someone for money and they insult me, I say, 'The insults
and curses I accept for myself but what are you going to give to the poor?

R' Yosef Chaim of Bialystok ZT"L would say:
"Do not take life too seriously - you will never get out of it alive!"

R' Michel of Zlotchow ZT"L would say:

"How come the yetzer hora only shows up when I'm davening? I don't
have time for him then. If he would go away, and come back while I'm
eating, then I could make some time for him!"
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"Dear G-d," he urged softly, "we, the Jewish people, have a proud
heritage. We are the children of Avrohom, Yitzchok and Yaakov. Our
Matriarchs who nurtured us were Sarah, Rivka, Rochel and Leah. We
have a history that illuminated the entire world. But you, Hashem, have
no father, no mother, no roots to be proud of. What then did you bring to
this spiritual union, this marriage between Hashem and the Bnei Yisroel?
Obviously, the means to support us, as it states, "Hashem will open to
you His good treasure, the Heavens to give rain on your land and to
bless the work of your hand."

"Okay, that is all fine and good. But dear God," here R' Levi Yitzchok
broke down into sobs, "if you do not provide adequate parnassah -
livelihood, for all of your children, Israel, then you will be derelict in
your commitment to the relationship. Hashem, please don't ruin this
otherwise historically beautiful shidduch!"
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The Torah wams us that all the curses that are mentioned in this
parsha are a result "Because you did not serve Hashem with joy and a
good heart.” To serve G-d with ultimate simcha - joy, requires a higher
degree of spirituality not readily achievable by everyone. Why, then, does
the Torah inflict such harsh punishment for failure to achieve this lofty
level? Is it not unrealistic to hold everyone to so high a standard?

R' Menachem Mendel of Kotzk ZT"L answers by punctuating the
above posuk just a bit differently, inserting a comma before the word
nnNnwa” - "with joy". The verse is now understood differently: The
curses and punishments will occur because you did not serve Hashem -
and rejoiced in not serving him! If a person is saddened by his dereliction
in fulfilling the Torah and aspires to improve himself, he can be forgiven.
However, if one can possibly be happy with the fact that he is defying the
Divine will - that 1s unforgivable.

We say each day (2-p D¥2°nn) "nNnwa N X 1T2Y" - Serve Hashem
with joy" One should be happy primarily when one strives to fulfill the
will of Hashem. Of course, if a person never had the chance to become
aware of what is expressed in the Torah, he is not culpable. But one who
knows that Torah is the Divine wish, and is still rejecting it, this person is
considered to be in flagrant contempt and deserves to be punished.
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From among the greatest patrons and defenders of the Jewish people
throughout the generations, the great tzaddik R' LeviYitzchok of
Berditchev ZT"L was considered an "advocate par excellence". He was
famous for his moving dialogues that he carried on with Hashem and
many of the tzaddikim of his time would jokingly marvel that according
to R' Levi Yitzchok's judgement of his own people, G-d has not dealt
justly with even a single jew.

One year, after reading parshas Ki Savo in shul, and the many
references contained therein about Hashem's promise to provide
sustenance to the Jewish people when they keep the Torah, R' Levi
Yitzchok pointed out to a member of the congregation, that when a
shidduch is arranged between a boy and a girl, the family tree is of
utmost importance. If one family lacks impressive ancestry as compared
to the other, but they are wealthy and prominent, thismay compensate
for the genealogy deficiency, depending upon the sensibilities of those
involved. If, however, one side boasts of illustrious lineage, while the
other side neither has acclaimed roots nor wealth to speak of, what then
is the basis for joining these two families together in marriage?

The man had no answer and R' Levi Yitzchok turned away from him,
cast his gaze heavenward and began speaking in a compelling voice.

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><gz;v

=
ﬂ><:.><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>






