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People who cause disputes fall into two main categories: 1) Those
people who are selfishly motivated, totally disregarding the welfare of
| others. 2) Those who supposedly wish to right a wrong, purely for the
| sake of Heaven. The Netziv, R' Naftali Tzvi Yehudah Berlin ZT"L,
| would exclaim vehemently against those "pious and learned" congregants
| who permit themselves to cause dispute within the Rabbinate, innocently
believing that it is all Dw DYY.

In the n>Nn of Korach and his assembly, these two dispute-causing
aspects existed. Korach, the son of Yitshar, was motivated by purely
| selfish reasons. The 250 men of his assembly, on the other hand,
supposedly wished to insure that the tasks of leadership and Kehunah -
Priesthood, would be distributed justly.

Writes the Netziv, the Torah warns us against both these aspects:
#MIP2 P XDV - we shall not be like Korach, who engaged in dispute
for selfish reasons, "yn¥y’ - nor like his followers, who were coerced
| into thinking that their cause was a just and holy one.
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It is forbidden to remove any type of stain from fabric of any color,
with any type of cleansing agent. It is also forbidden to use a cleanser to
diminish the intensity of a stain. Moreover, under the prohibition of
| soaking fabric, it is even forbidden to merely pour water on a stain.
| The Issur of cleaning with a liquid applies even if the stain is very
small or light and would not deter the garment's owner from wearing it.
It is forbidden to remove a stain from fabric by rubbing or scraping it
with an instrument, or with one's hand or fingernail. However, the
prohibition of removing a stain without the use of water is similar in one
| respect to the prohibition of removing dust from a garment. If the stain is
insignificant and would not deter the owner of the garment from wearing
it, he is permitted to rub it out gently. In cases of necessity (i.e. one has
- | no other garment to wear), one is permitted to ask a gentile to rub out a
significant stain.
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of many important Mitzvos. The Rebbe, in his patient and warm way, of
course, urged the man to adopt a more religious lifestyle and to slowly,
but surely, change his ways.

"Rebbe, you don't understand," replied the man, who was a bit taken
aback by the Rebbe's overtures, "while your ideas are very nice, they're
simply not practical in the circumstances in which I live."

R' Yosef Yitzchok looked surprised. "I just don't understand you," said
the Rebbe, shaking his head, "you travel three thousand miles to come to
me for my advice in business, and you are more than willing to accept my
advice even though I'm far from a businessman. On the other hand, when
it comes to Mitzvos and religious observance, which is the area in which
my ancestors and I have specialized in for many generations - then you're
not willing to listen to me?"

The wealthy man took these words to heart and began the journey
back to complete religious observance.
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The Torah tells us that Korach took something but does not tell us
what he took. Many Meforshim over the centuries have dealt with this
question. The truth is that he took everything for himself. Explains R'
Dovid Feinstein Shlit"a, Hashem entrusted Korach with great wealth to
use for His service, and Korach made the mistake of thinking that he had
earned it himself. He treated it as if it belonged to him, and he could do
with it as he pleased. Thus, Korach's very wealth - his trait of always
taking - was his downfall.

On the other hand, a wealthy person - who acknowledges that his
money really belongs to Hashem and regards himself as nothing more
than an administrator of a trust fund - will find his wealth to be a true
blessing. If he diligently and faithfully oversees the fund which has been
entrusted to him, in accordance with all the wishes and instructions of it's
true owner, then he can be assured of a handsome reward in this world
and the next.
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Chazal tell us that Korach was one of the richest men to have ever
lived. However, all this could not help him as his wicked ways led to his
eventual downfall and his horrible and unusual demise.

An extremely wealthy Jew made a special trip from his home in
California, to consult with the previous Lubavitcher Rebbe, R' Yosef
Yitzchok Schneerson ZT"L, about a major business venture. After
listening to the details of the business deal, the Rebbe advised him to take
a certain course of action that would surely benefit him handsomely.

The wealthy man was overjoyed and felt an immense relief that his
Rebbe was able to provide him with sound advice. After all discussion of

| business was concluded, R' Yosef Yitzchok began talking to the man

about personal issues in his life and the manner in which he conducted
his daily routine. Soon enough, it became quite apparent to the Rebbe
that there were many areas of Yiddishkeit, in which this rich Jew, and

his family, were remiss, especially in their performance and observance




