
 wudu ovhbpk oha, rat ohypanv vktu(t-tf)
lhkg chcj lrcj sucf - lunf lgrk ,cvtu

    tu,,auv ubnn rat urhcjk ost ihca ,ufkvu ohbhs ausdu tknv ubh,ar
iaujca ohrunjv ,ufkvv kfk aruau ruenf anan ;tu x"aca ihehzb ,u,fxn
rntb u,khj,c ratf vru, i,n ,arp rjt shnu ;fh, u,ufhnxc ,tmnb 'ypan
;t hbhxn ohbuatrv vn ohbuatrv kg ;hxun vktuw h"ar rtcn - wohypanv vktuw
ohcu,fv ohrzuj vnuhxc od lf - vru,v ,kcek lanv thv varpva hrv whbhxn ukt
wgnabu vagbw ktrah hbc ka o,hhbg vfurtc ohrtcn ratf vru,v ,kce sngnk
ost ihca ohbhsvu oheujv ov ohruaea hrv 'ohrcsv ,ukak,av rsx kf ,tu
'thv rcs tkv - ihcvku /expv tkc vzc vz vnv ohfurfu wvru, i,nwv omgc urhcjk
trubv sngnk ,ubhc ohypanv ,arp ,xbfvc vzc ubsnkk vru,v vaehc vn
vtuknu kc, kfu wvru,v ,kcew - uzkg ohbu,j,u uaa ohbuhkg rat cdabvu
vn kg 'vzv ouhk usrju utrh vthrcv kf od kusdvu sjuhnv inzk uphmu ueeu,av

/ouenk ost ihc ,uumnv kf rtan r,uh ovhbhc ukt ohbhs teuus uxhbfv gusnu
ohcuy h,kc vnv rat ohagnv ov ohrunja tc ubsnkk rat znrk rapt    
osu rac hbhgc vtrbv hpka ;t 'ann wv ,uumn kg rcuga hpf u,kuzk ohagbv
subshb ourdh ratf ukhtu ubue ihck ubhc uhbhhbgc ov ,uumnvu vru,v ouhec rehgva
in ruegk uaehc vz rcs 'wv iumr kg rcga lfc ahdrn ubht urhcjk ,unurg,u rgm
,uumnv rtaf ,kuzv aufru sucf kg runak cuaja vru, i,n lu,c uznru aruav
vru,v kf ,t ubsnkha uaehca rdk iezv kkv vbga unf 'lv ubhhvu ohhek uhkga

   

 ohehsm hrcs ;kxhu ohjep rugh sjav hf je, tk sjuau
(j-df)sjt kfk gdubv sjua ruxht ihbgc - 

    thsf hrva ihsv ,uyvk hsf a"fu ,nt yupak ukhpt 'je, tk sjau" 'h"ar
ruxhts gnab uyuapfu /k"fg '"ypan vy, tk khgk rcf rntb ihsv ,t ,uyvk

/,"hvzgc ihbgv rtcbu 't"utfk ohhe sjua ihbg n"n obnt 'ihhsk er gdub sjua
   ((((oooohhhhrrrrnnnnttttnnnn    ....ccccuuuueeee))))    kkkk""""eeeeuuuummmmzzzz    iiiittttnnnnrrrrxxxxttttuuuuuuuu    iiiibbbbjjjjkkkktttt    hhhhccccrrrr'wvc ihntvk wvumnw lhha lht 'wev 

huk,u ostv shc tuv vza ',uagk tk ut ,uagk vumn lhha ohrctv ,cujc tnkacs
vbuntv uk ah ot b"nnu 'tkhnns hshn thv u,ru,cu ,"havc vbunt kct 'ubumrc
vchavk ushc iht 'uckn vbuntv v,rfb u"j otu 'ihntha u,uumk lrum iht ,tzv
chhj,v vru,va rapt lht 'wev sugu ?vhxbut vhchks 'vzc rund xbut tuv vrutfku

?ukafba ohkusd ohpuxukhpu 'uyxhrtn r,uh vyugpv o,gsc udhaha ,ueubh,v kf
    kfk ,jrfun okugv ,t trc v"ceva vbuntv hf tmn, 'vzc ibuc,b ratfs c,fu

vghshv ,t dhavk thpuxukhp ouak kkf lrum ihtu '(vyua kkfc tmh er ot) ,gs ic
'vhktn ,hagba vkuf vthrcv kf kg rnuk ,gs ick rapt lht 'gdrk cuaju /,tzv
vnfj vnfu ?,hkf, iht sg veung vnfj hbnhx vghxp kf kg ohtur ubta hrjt

  

kf ukhtu 'lrcjk vag, kt - hutba lhkga vn kf :uk chav ,jt kdr kg vkuf
ubhbg ouenv hbhgc cuaja hrv /uz trnht ohhek ov ohaurhp vru,v hrcs rta
ubhbaa hpfu ouenv sucf kaf hbav ka ubunnc ,urhvzu vzc vz sucf ,rhna ka
jur ihta kfu 'ubnhv vjub ouenv jur ubnhv vjub ,uhrcv jura kf (h d ,uct)

/ubnhv vjub ouenv jur iht ubnhv vjub ,uhrcv
vcujv tuv - wurhcjk ost ihcw ,uumnc ,urhvzvu vrhnav ihbgc kkfb sug     
'gr vagn vauga ubrhcj kmt ubk vtrba vn kfc ',ufz ;fk ,kuzv ,t iusk
iuuf,b ,ntca vrfvk tucbau vtag vkkdca vchxv ,t apjk ubhkg kyun
kg ohhkgbv ,t kugbk ghhxnv w;fw kg rcsv ,t ohkaunv ukhanv rcfu 'vcuyk
cuyv ,t er hbav kmt ,utrk lhrm if - uchjrn lfcu ohssmk uejusa vn hsh
,ufz hbput ubbuhgrc chjrvku uca cuyv ,t ,utrk ohbputv kfc ejshba hsh kg
unhheku vru,v ,t kcek vfzb uc humrv lrsv uvn ift /,ufz ;fk znurnv uvzu -
vtc vz ,t - ehrk gdhb tk ignk  - ,ushn,c ubchk juk kg ouar rtaha hsfc
rmhv tuv cbd hsh ,j, vbugu ,g kfc ohtmnb ubta gsba ub,ut rhvzvk vru,v
okugk ubthc ,chxu ubhhj ,ryn ,t ubk rh,xna hsh kg cbdf dvb,nv grv
rhcgvk orud lfcu ubh,rynu ub,hkf, ,t ,utrku cuajkn ohhbhgv ,t tnxnu
hkg ubh,ubau ubhhj hnh cyhn kf ,t cbud u"j ohngpku vkycc ohbau ohnh
ubhkg kyun rnukf - wcbdv tmnh ,r,jnc otw rntba vnc znrbv uvzu ',unst
sm tuv ovc rat u,ukfb hbputu u,unnrg hfrs ,t u,r,xv hengnn uapjk
apjh ratf ztu 'ohyxhk hshn kmbhvk ohrnua ohshngn rat hpf ostv hbc ,t
,uagku wv ,uumn ohhek vfzhu wcbdv tmnhwa uk jycun - w,r,jncwf uchk hrsjc

/hgcsf okugc u,ujhka ,t
kpbhnfj kf vz kg ushgh ratf 'uh,ujfu uhrct rushxcu ostv ud vbcnc ah vt
prvtuhkc vhktn ,hagba ',tzf vtkpb wihatnw vbufn kg k"pt lhtu ?ju,hbu v

!if cajh gduank tkv 'unmgn vagba ,uga vrun ost rnth ut vaug ,buuf
vagb okgva rnuk ohkusdv ohpuxkhpv ugy htnt 'vun,k ah lhpvk ,ntcu    
tk" vru,c ch,fs 'tkt ?,ugyk t"tu 'sutn sg tuv yuap rcs tkv 'trenc
vyurp vua tuv v"s h"pg sjua rughau '"ohnfj hbht rugh sjuav hf sjua je,
ofj ukhpt 'vnstv hbp kg ost kf kg vrntb ,tzv ,"kvu 'wufu ,hchru kzd unf
rcs tuv vbuatr vpeavcu /v"g ubhcr vanf rund ehsmu v"gnv vnkaf kusd
sjt ihs kgcn ovk vhva uvs kf vtbv khcaca irvtu van kg rnuk vnh,
'vbntb wv ,usgu 'tuv ifa ubk vshgv vru,v kct 'rea ihs ubsu o,gs ,hb,ab
'kfav kg ghpah iumrv hf 'ostv apb ,ujfc gcyv euj tuva rnuk lhrm f"gu
'rehgc ohpuxukhpv urpfa vzu /kfav lrg hpku iumrv lrg hpk kfva icunfu
vn ,uagk ihkufh 'hfv ouana 'if rnuk o,ut sjan ovh,ut,a ouan er tuv
rjt lkuv ostv ots 'uhrcsn kusd suxh rtucn n"nu /s",fg '.pj ocka
kg ,kyun vcujv if kgu 'vru,v lrs kg vbufb u,peav tvh tk okugk 'uh,ut,
vbunt ubk ,uhvk ubt ihkufh vz h"g ers 'vzv okug ,ut, kfc arup ,uhvk ostv

/,ubufbv ,upeavu 'vrurc

R’ Shlomo Wolbe zt”l would say:

     “Rashi asks why the Torah deemed it necessary to enumerate the laws of Parshas Mishpatim right after the mitzvah to

build the Mizbeach. He answers that we are to infer from this juxtaposition that the Sanhedrin should be situated next to the

Mizbeach. In every court of law, the seal of the country is displayed prominently, because the court operates with the

backing of their ruler or in accordance with the  laws of the country. Similarly, the laws of the Torah are the symbol of

Hashem’s Kingship. The Sanhedrin was situated next to the Mizbeach to signify that it is not possible to separate one’s

avodas Hashem from the way he treats his fellow man. To be meticulous in observance of the mitzvos between man and

Hashem, while derelict in the mitzvos between man and his fellow man, is antithetical to the Torah way of life.”

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

R’ Yitzchok Weiss zt”l of Verbove (Author of Elef Ksav, Siach Yitzchok) would say:

     “wtprh tpruw - I heard in the name of Mahari Assad zt”l, that if a sick person can move his sick bed from place to place

or room to room, it is a great segula to be healed. If he cannot move his bed, at least let him move to a different bed. Doing

this is ‘Baduk U’menusa’ (tried and tested) for a refuah, and it will nullify any evil decree on him and turn it to good!”

A Wise Man would say: “The richest man is not he who has the most, but he who needs the least.”                                      
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The Beracha For the Baal HaBayis - Berachos 46a
In the times of the Gemara, the one leading the zimun would bentch for
everyone. If a host led, he wouldn’t be able to bless himself, but by
honoring a guest to lead, the host can now be blessed by the leader. 

Aruch Hashulchan [d-tr) says that even though in our times we
bentch for ourselves, each person (guest) bentching should add the
blessing for the ,hcv kgc.  (d)g"ua  says if a guest is offered to lead and
he refuses, he shortens his life. The M”B quoting a Gemara (vb inek)
says this is because wv promised "lhfrcn vfrctu" and withholding a
blessing from a host brings vkke. The ovrct idn says this applies
only by  iuznv ,frcxufv kg . Still, the c"n adds that although no vkke
will come, one should never push away a mitzvah that comes his way. 
Similarly, the Kaf Hachayim  (th-trsays that since today each person
bentches on his own and the host will receive the brachos anyway, the

host should lead the zimun and keep the mitzvah for himself. 
It is reported that R’ Moshe zt”l said this bracha even in wedding halls
and had in mind to bless the the Machatanim. The z"hrd  learns that
since the Rambam [z-c ,ufrc] while discussing the fourth bracha of
Birchas Hamazon mentions that the guest adds a bracha to the host, it

should be added to the fourth bracha, right after saying "ubrxjh kg".

,nab hukhgk
ovrct wr

ktuna ;xuh
wr ic rykt
k"z whcuy

tahr u,hgru
wr ,c kjr
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A Special Mazel Tov to the Spilman &A Special Mazel Tov to the Spilman &A Special Mazel Tov to the Spilman &A Special Mazel Tov to the Spilman &
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Upcoming Chasuna of Zevy and Mindy.Upcoming Chasuna of Zevy and Mindy.Upcoming Chasuna of Zevy and Mindy.Upcoming Chasuna of Zevy and Mindy.
May the young couple be zoche to buildMay the young couple be zoche to buildMay the young couple be zoche to buildMay the young couple be zoche to build

a Bayis Neeman B’Yisroel.a Bayis Neeman B’Yisroel.a Bayis Neeman B’Yisroel.a Bayis Neeman B’Yisroel.
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         A SERIES IN HALACHAA SERIES IN HALACHAA SERIES IN HALACHAA SERIES IN HALACHA
                            LIVING A “TORAH” DAYLIVING A “TORAH” DAYLIVING A “TORAH” DAYLIVING A “TORAH” DAY
"okuf sdbf vru, sunk,u" - The Greatest Mitzvah of All (163)
Supporting Torah Study. Previously, we listed the spiritual
benefits that are given to those who support Torah learning. We
continue now with material rewards that they will merit.
Wealth. The Medrash (1) writes that Klal Yisroel is compared to
a walnut. Just as a walnut tree starts to replenish itself as soon as
it is picked, Yidden who give of their money to those who toil in
Torah study will see their money replenished and merit wealth
in this world and a good reward in the World to Come.
Continued Wealth. The Beis Yosef (2) says that the stone in the
Choshen of the Kohen Gadol corresponding to the tribe of
Zevulun (who were the supporters of Torah study), was a round
stone called “Yuhalom.” The roundness of the stone comes to
signify to us that just as a circle does not come to an end, so too
the wealth of Torah supporters will never end.
Success in All Endeavors. This is based on the words of the
Ohr Hachayim (3). Rav Chaim Falagi zt”l (4) quotes the Arizal
that one who gives an amount of monetary support to a Talmid
Chacham will profit double that amount in merit of his giving.
Exemptions. Are those who are exempt from Talmud Torah
exempt from supporting Torah? This question pertains to ladies
who are exempt from Talmud Torah. If they have their own
money, and there is no objection from their husbands, are they
obligated in supporting Torah? This is discussed by numerous
Achronim listed in Psakim U’Tshuvos (5). They come to the
conclusion that they are obligated with the following logic: Chazal
tell us (6) that one who supports Torah will be revived to life with
“the dew of Torah” and don’t ladies need life too? (This
expression of ladies needing life is used in the Gemara Yoma (7) to
obligate ladies in the mitzvah of Mezuza which gives long life.)
Full-Time Torah Learners. Are those who learn Torah full
time themselves obligated? If one learns full time and can afford

t"yhka skparhv lurc r"vun ,tn       
   xyhhv sbkchke lurc ohhj ,ryg kkuf atr 

it, both the Aruch Hashulchan (8) and the Kaf Hachayim (9) rule
that he is obligated in supporting Torah learning for others. This
seems to be clear from the Baal HaTurim (10) who learns from
the posuk about the tribe of Yissachar, that they used their own
money to help others learn Torah.
Giving Back. What should those who learn do for those who
support them? The Teshuvos HaGaonim-2 says that those who
learn should honor those who support them and daven for their
welfare that they should succeed in all that they do and should be
saved from all undesirable things. This might be the intention of
the Gemara (11) about the statement of Reb Shimon ben Lakish.



     Do you want to know the secret of how to come close to Hashem? R’ Meir M’Premishlan zt”l tells us that we learn it out
from the posuk, “V’nikrav Baal HaBayis el HaElokim.” If a person wants to come close to Hashem, “Im lo shalach yado
b’meleches rayahu” - he can do so only if he does not get involved in “meleches rayahu” - another person’s affairs! If a person
causes harm to others, whether it is with negative thoughts, lashon hara or hurtful actions, THIS obstructs his kirvas Hashem. 
     Often people are extremely diligent in their quest to be connected to the One Above. They daven long tefillos and engage in
many activities to heighten their level of bein adam laMakom. However, they don’t realize that the way to HaMakom is
through CHAVEIRO! The best way to get on a father’s good side is by being especially nice to His kids! The greatest way to
connect to Hashem is by going out of our way to benefit our fellow Jews and chas v’shalom not to harm anyone in any way.
    The great message that Hashem wishes to impart to us, in our careers as ovdei Hashem, is this: Your closeness to Hashem is
dependant on the way you treat others. One cannot become a big tzaddik if he is only concerned about Himself. In life, people
often feel that if only they didn’t have difficult people making them crazy, then they would have the ability to serve Hashem
better. People say, “My husband, my mother-in-law, my child .... saps me of all my time and energy. I wish I could serve
Hashem better but they get in the way!” Well, just know that this is a grave mistake. People are not “in the way” of our spiritual
growth. They ARE the way that we come close to Hashem! We must always remember this great principle of Judaism. Bein
adam laMakom and bein adam lachaveiro are intertwined! They are not separate entities - they are dependent on one another.  
    If you want to know how much Hashem loves you, think about how much you love your fellow Jew. That’s your answer!JJ JJ oo oo
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     Rashi cites Chazal who explain that by virtue of the dogs not barking during Makkas Bechoros they were eternally rewarded
to receive the treifos - non-kosher scraps  This teaches us the concept of hakaras hatov and just how far reaching it is.
    I once heard from R’ Fishel Schachter shlit’a, who expounded on the Daas Z’keinim who has a totally different approach
than Rashi. People in those days kept guard dogs to ensure the safety of their sheep from the roving packs of wolves.
Although this watchdog may fail one time to properly ward off all the marauders and one might lose a sheep, the owner
mustn’t forget the countless times that his guard dog successfully protected the herd. Therefore, the Torah says to give the dog
the treifos, showing him (and others) that we are makir tov and appreciate how he keeps the flock safe all the other times. 
     This idea extends to all of us. How many times do we get upset at a friend, associate, worker or even a spouse for “messing
up”?  We trusted them and they “blew it”! We should instead, recognize and remember all the times that person came through
for us and tell them him or her how much their efforts are valued, and that we sincerely cherish all that they do on our behalf.
     There was once a professor who drew a black dot on a paper and proceeded to ask his students what they saw. They all said
they saw a black dot. One student though, responded that he saw a lot of white all around and a small black dot in middle. The
professor said - you will go far in life! This student had the ability to see the mostly white whole picture and not just zero in on the
negligible insignificant black spec. This machshava is so pertinent in our world which is so full of cynicism. When someone
doesn’t perform to our expectations, like children for example, don’t dwell on the negative. Rather, give credit for the positive he
does and he will feel so good about himself  that he will strive even harder to give us the Yiddishe nachas we yearn for.                    

                                                                                                                                                                                                             

uvgr ,ftknc ush jka tk ot ohektv kt ,hcv kgc crebu

//// vav ,j, itm gcrtu ruav ,j, okah rec vanj urfn ut ujcyu va ut rua aht cbdh hf(zk-tf) 
     If a man steals an ox and slaughters or sells it, he must repay the animal’s owner five times its worth. However, if he steals a
sheep and slaughters or sells it, he must repay the owner only four times its worth. Why does he pay less for the sheep? Rashi
quotes the answer from the Gemara. It is somewhat degrading to the thief when he carries the sheep away on his shoulders.
The Torah considers this embarrassment as a partial compensation for the theft. Therefore, the thief pays a reduced fine.
     In the city of Jerusalem, many years ago, lived a woman who had an unusual nickname. She was known throughout the
city as “Yentele the Meshugene” - Yentele, the crazy one. It wasn’t for naught that she earned this dubious distinction. In
fact, she worked quite diligently to acquire such a reputation all throughout the city. It was customary to find Yentele
standing in the middle of the street yelling at passers-by as they walked. She didn’t just say the same nasty things to
everyone - no, she was kind enough to tailor her loud and colorful comments to each person individually. To one person
she would comment about his family; to a Melamed, she would mimic what the children said about him; to a Rosh Kollel,
she would divulge what the yungerleit “really” felt. No one was safe from her harsh and blistering observations.
     During the War of Independence in 1948, as Arab shells rained down on the hapless residents of Jerusalem, people ran for
cover in the local bomb shelters. Even Yentele the Meshugene was forced to find a miklat (shelter) for protection, and the one
she managed to hide herself in had the distinction of also hosting the Rebbe of Zvill, R’ Gedalya Moshe Goldman zt”l.
     Interestingly, as the bombs rained down and the noise outside was ear-splitting, Yentele remained unusually silent.
However, the moment the racket subsided, it was then that she began to bomb away! The people in the shelter were frazzled
as it was and now with all these extra barbs coming from the relentless mouth of Yentele, they just about had it. It was
decided that Yentele had to leave the shelter and find another place to go. Why must they suffer alone - let other people enjoy
her spirited words as well! However, before any decision was made, it was agreed to discuss the matter with the Zviller
Rebbe, and ask him if it was permitted. A few people went over and asked if it was okay to remove Yentele and switch her to
a different shelter? Her sharp and embarrassing words had everyone on edge and people could not take it any longer.
    R’ Gedalya Moshe nodded and said, “Yes, you are permitted to remove her. But before you do I want to tell you a story
about my own father, the holy R’ Shloimke of Zvill zt”l. When we lived in Europe, I had a sister who became sick. For many
weeks she lay in bed and at one point, her fever spiked to the point that it was dangerously high. Nothing my mother or father
tried was able to bring down her fever and the doctors were hastily called in to see if they could help. After a careful examination,
even the doctors had no answer and they told my parents that they didn’t think my sister was going to live much longer. 
   “My father, without saying a word, grabbed his hat and coat and ran outside. My mother was surprised to see him go and called
after him saying, ‘Where are you going right now?’ ‘I am going to search for bizyonos (embarrassment),’ my father answered.
And off he went. My father was in charge of the schar limud (tuition) in the local cheder and he knew who had paid and who had
not. Without wasting a second, my father ran to a certain house and knocked on the door. The woman of the house opened the
door and my father said something to her, presumably that her tuition was still unpaid. Instantly, she became enraged and started
yelling at my father with very harsh and venomous words. My father slowly walked away and she followed him out into the
street, just yelling and shouting words of shame that would make anybody cringe and turn beet red. A crowd of people followed
behind to see what all the commotion was about. This went on for a few minutes until finally my father turned and ran home.
     “This time as he walked into the house, he smiled and announced, ‘Boruch Hashem, nothing is going to happen to her! She
will be fine!’ And so it was - my sister’s fever went down and in a short while she was out of danger.”
     R’ Gedalya Moshe turned to the people in the shelter and said, “Yes, you may remove this woman from the shelter if she is
embarrassing people. But consider the fact that Hashem sent her specifically to this shelter as a gift to us. The embarrassment
that she so generously doles out is what saves us from death. Do we want to give up on such a wonderful gift?”                           

     vpry vsac racu hk iuhv, ase habtu
 wudu u,t iufka, ckfk ukft, tk     (k-cf)

 //// tprh tpru i,h u,ca er(yh-tf)
llllyyyynnnn: The yeshivah in Slabodka, under the leadership of the
famed Alter, R’ Nosson Tzvi Finkel zt”l, stressed the need
for mussar, polishing the character traits of the students so
that they would aspire to become Gedolim in all areas of both
scholarship, and personal ethics. The Alter’s motto was
summed up in the words “Gadlus HaAdam” (Greatness of
Man). He focused on the goodness of people and the need
for neatness and cleanliness. He did not want the image of
the poor, tattered, down-trodden yeshivah bochur to be
associated with his yeshivah or his talmidim.
    When R’ Nosson Tzvi became ill, his family gave his
name to the Tzadikim of the generation so they should daven
for him. The Alter himself had one further request. He asked
that the pharmacist in town, also be asked to pray for him.
    When his family expressed surprise at this unusual request,
he explained: Chazal say that the tefillos of a baal chessed,
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someone who performs kindness, are answered. It is true that
the pharmacist does his work to earn his living, yet at the
same time look at how much chessed he does for others. He
helps so many people become healthy and through his hand,
so much good will and happiness comes about. Therefore, he
should pray for me, for his prayers are answered.
llllyyyynnnnpppp: The Gemara (Bava Kama 85a) says, “From here we
learn that a doctor is permitted to heal.” The Chozeh of
Lublin zt”l famously noted that a doctor only has permission
to heal; he doesn’t have the right to despair or be pessimistic
about someone’s chance of recovery since Hashem has the
final say and can bring about miracles. We require tefillos of
good and well-intentioned people, to beseech the Almighty
that He send the cure; albeit through the hands of doctors,
medicine and even pharmacists, who distribute the medicine.
A person has merits based on the good deeds he does, and
these merits can not only help himself, but it can be used to
assist others and help them receive Divine salvation.   
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     During the first Bais Hamikdash, Queen Asalya sought to
eradicate the Davidic dynasty by practically wiping out the
entire royal family. Yehoyada Kohen Gadol found the young
prince Yoash and hid him until eventually Yoash was
brought out and reinstalled as the rightful king. 
   The Haftorah of Parshas Shekalim relates the story of
King Yoash’s campaign to collect funds for the rededication
of the Bais Hamikdash. Although he was deemed a righteous
king, Chazal say that his righteousness was solely out of his
reverence and adherence to his teacher, Yehoyada. Since
most people are affected by those surrounding him how is it

that none of Yehoyada’s teachings took root in Yoash and
affected him in a positive manner?
   The Rambam explains that when a person’s Rebbi passes
away it is both a sad and a crucial time for the Talmid. He is
sad because he no longer has his Rebbi to guide him, but it is
crucial for him to grab the reins and start to take his Rebbi’s
teachings to the next level. Until Yehoyada’s passing, Yoash
had clear instructions on how to lead his life and the
kingdom. His problems began after his Rebbi passed on and
he chose to forge his own path without using Yehoyada’s
direction. Having a spiritual guide is crucial to a person’s
growth, however, it is how a person uses the knowledge he
learned once his guide is no longer around that sets him apart.


