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wm: Moshe spoke out in anger against Bnei Yisroel and
Hashem punished him by denying his one eternal wish: to
enter into Eretz Yisroel. This was to impress upon us

- his descendants - that there is no compromise for loss of
control. Even a much harsher sin, when done with thought,
isnot as terrible as lashing out in anger without control.

A SERIES IN HALACHAH
LIVING A “TORAH"” DAY

(MeYET PR eeirmmres.
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Laws of Zmanim - Halachic Time Parameters - Cont.
Bein Hashmoshes (Cont.) - Mincha. One of the more
relevant halachos regarding the twilight period of Bein
Hashmoshes concerns whether onecan daven Mincha during
this time period. There are differing customs and
understanding them can be helpful in knowing what to do in
thevariouscircumstancesthatarise.

The Mishna Berura (1) is very strict in his ruling: “Even
though the Shulchan Aruch and R’MA seem to rule that
since we consistently daven Maariv after ©25Dn 1Ny (when
3 medium size stars appear in the sky), one may daven
Mincha after sunsettill close to Tzeis, however, many Poskim
argue and insist that one must complete Mincha before
sunset.” The Chofetz Chaim concludes that one should not be
lenient. He adds that ‘“‘even if one can only find a minyan
after sunset he should rather daven alone before sunset
than with a minyan after sunset.”” He also stresses that one
cannot just start before sunset but rather must finish the entire
Shemona Esreibeforesunset.

Missing Shkia (Sunset). The Mishna Berura does concede
thatif sunsetalready passed and onehas not davened Mincha,
he can still do so till 13.5 minutes before 7zeis. It seems that
according to this opinion, onecan, in this case, daven Mincha
after shkia if he can finish his Shemona Esrei within 25-30
minutes after sunset. Any later than that, one should not
daven Mincha but rather daven a second Shemona Esrei by
Maarivtomake up for the missed Tefillah.

The Minhag of Many Kebhilos. There are many congregations

[seee “VEWRS TVTY 1Y)

thatdoindeed continue the custom of their ancestors and even
set up their daily schedules with Mincha after sunset, without
hesitation. One might ask: even if there are justifications to
daven after sunset (as we will soon explain), why should they
do so n>nn35, when they can easily daven earlier and go
according to all opinions? The answer is that according to the

Zohar (2 there is a Kabbalistic preference to daven Mincha

near the end deadline (for Mincha) and not before. Since these

congregations have valid reasons to extend the time of

Mincha, they prefer to daven close tothe end time.

Reasons for Extending the Time for Mincha.

1) Many congregations consistently hold like Rabbeinu Tam
that after our sunset, it is still day for 58.5 minutes. Even
though they don’t rely on this to do work after sunset on
Friday which is a Torah obligation, they do rely on it for
MinchawhichisaRabbinicobligation.

2) Even without Rabbeinu Tam, many Poskim (some list up
to 40) hold that since Bein Hashmoshes is a period of
doubt, one can rely on the general rule that we are lenient
byalldoubtsregarding Rabbinicobligations.

3) Mincha corresponds to the ©27yn 2 5 PN (afternoon
korbon) in the Bais Hamikdash. Some parts of it - the wine
offering, theafternoon incense (and possibly the sprinkling
of the blood; see Netziv (3)) - were valid after sunset and it
islikewise valid for davening Mincha. 4

Question: If one hears a Mincha Minyan davening later than

he would ever daven, can he answer Amen and Kedusha?

Answer:Yes.

N (3) 0P NOMIN (2) P39 NN Mwn (1)
DINSM) NOYND MOND D5 (4) 35 M2 NTY

R’ Meir Shapiro ZT”L of Lublin would say:
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“After the Parah Adumah was burnt, the posuk tells us running (living) water (0»n ©n) shall be put on the ashes

in a vessel. Water can accomplish great things. It has the ability to flatten mountains, straighten rugged paths, form
crevices, and overcome everything which is in its path. But this only occurs when the water is flowing, living. If it
is frozen in place, it has no such power. The same is true of the Jewish people. When they are enthusiastic,
inspired and ‘alive’ they can accomplish anything. But when they are frozen and cold, they become powerless!”

Sefer Charedim in the name of the Zohar writes:

YN N DOWNN YN D DY’ - ‘Therefore the makers of parables say, come to Cheshbon’ - This refers to a man
in control (S>¥) who calculates his life at the end of the day before he goes to sleep. He should review his entire
day and make a ‘cheshbon.’ If he sinned, he should admit his sin and repent. He should think about how he can
improve in the future, and how he can avoid stumbling blocks in the future.”

A Wise Man would say:
“It is not the size of the man in the fight, it is the size of the fight in the man!”
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When the first World War broke out and the European landscape was set aflame, thousands of panic-stricken
refugees from various countries were forced to flee their homes. Many made their wayto Vienna, in Austria, which was
then a safe haven, far away from the raging battle front. The holy Tchortkover Rebbe, R’ Yisroel Friedman ZT”’L,
was at a spa in a German village when the war began and he too, was forced torelocate to Vienna, together with a large
number ofhis followers. The Viennese community welcomed him with open arms.

When the Rebbe arrived in Vienna, he immediately began working to ease the plight of the Jews who had left
everything behind to save themselves and their families. He was also very involved in persuading Jews who had lost
their way in Yiddishkeit, to return to the fold. He would insist that he was available to assist anyone and everyone. “This
is what I learned from my holy fathers. They took care and worried about those who had fallen by the wayside.
Chassidus was founded to help Yidden from all walks of life, and therefore, I must accept upon myself the task of
rectifyingthebroken fencesandrebuilding Yiddishkeitin Vienna.”

During the war, many unfortunate Jews were conscripted into the army where they met their deaths or were badly
wounded, ™. The Rebbe tried tohelp as many Jews avoid conscription, however, his efforts soon caught the attention of
the authorities. They were not pleased and in order to confirm their suspicions, they dressed up one of their officers as a
Jew and sent him to the Rebbe. The man started to cry, telling the Rebbe that he had only one son who had been called to
perform his army service. Hebegged the Rebbe tohave pity on him and help his son evade the army.

R’ Yisroel listened to the man’s story and when he had finished, asked the man torepeat the story. The man again told
over the whole affair, crying bitter tears for his son. When he had finished, the Tchortkover Rebbe asked him to tell over
the whole story yet again. When the man finished for the third time, the Rebbe said sternly, “Don’t you know that you
have to obeythe laws of the country? Itis forbidden to evade armyservice!” The man left without another word.

A few days later, a high ranking officer came to thank the Rebbe for encouraging people to do their army service.
Theyhad heard rumors that he was helping people avoid the army, but they were pleased to note that these were not true.

The chassidim were convinced that it was only through a miracle - Ruach Hakodesh, perhaps - that the Rebbe had
known that the crying man was a disguised officer. But the Tchortkover sought to dispel this “miracle’” and explained to
them howhehad suspected the truth.

“Normally when a Yid tells me his personal sorrows,” the Rebbe said, “I am able to feel a portion of his pain and
suffering deep inside me. Yet when this man told me his story, his tears did not affect me at all. At first, I thought that it
was my fault that perhaps I am not capable of feeling this man’s suffering. I decided, therefore, to ask him to tell over his
problem again. Perhaps I would then feel part of his pain. I still, however, did not feel touched by his story and I also felt
that this man himself was not truly upset by his own problem. I asked him torepeat it a third time and then I noticed that
it was indeed as I had thought. The man was not really upset and that was the reason that I had not been able to feel his
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The gemara (85> yw1p) asks: “How far does the honor of
parents (extend)? Said Rav Elazar, ‘Goforth and see what
a certain heathen, Dama son of Nesinah, did in Ashkelon.
The Sages sought jewels for the ephod, at a profit of
600,000 dinar - Rav Kahana taught: at a profit of 800,000
- but as the key was lying under his father’s pillow, he did
nottrouble him. The following year, the Holy One, blessed
be He, gave him his reward. A red heifer was born to him
in his herd. When the Sages of Israel went to him, he said
to them, ‘I know that even if I asked you for all the money
in the world you would pay me. But I ask of you only the
money which I lost through my father's honor.” Rav
Chanina observed, If one who is not commanded (to honor
hisparents), yet does so, isthus rewarded, howmuchmore
so one who is commanded and does so! For Rav Chanina
said: He who is commanded and fulfills (the command), is
greaterthanhe who fulfillsitthoughnot commanded.”

Once, R’ Yechezkel Halberstam ZT”’L. of Shinov, had
aheated halachicdispute with hissaintlyfather, R’ Chaim
Halberstam ZT”’L (Divrei Chaim). The two debated for
awhile before deciding to leave it for another time. The next
time R’ Yechezkel came to his father, he asked someone to
bring him a Shulchan Aruch, so that he could properly
prepare himself for the forthcoming debate. However,
rather than requesting the volume of Orach Chaim, which
deals with the issue the two had been discussing, he asked
to be brought the volume of Yorah Deah.

It became clear later, when the sefer was found open to
the laws of honoring one’s father. The Shinover Rov had
prepared himself by reviewing the relevant halachos so as
not to G-d forbid disrespect his father in any way.

Moshe and Aharon, the greatest leaders the Jewish
People have ever known, were Divinely forbidden from
entering the Land of Israel. This was a punishment tothem
for not bringing about a Kiddush Hashem, as it says,
“Because you did not believe in Me, to sanctify Me ...
therefore, you shall not bring the assembly into the land.”
What the posuk doesn’t spell out clearly, is what exactly
was their sin? A lack of Kiddush Hashem? Their entire
lives were devoted to this one ideal and they never stopped
performing it in their daily actions. So, what then, could
have aroused the wrath of G-d tosuch a large extent?

R’ Yaakov Culi ZT”’L (Meam Loaz) quotes numerous
sources detailing a whole host of “minor” grievances that
Moshe and Aharon did in the desert. But in truth, this wasn’t
the reason for their terrible sentence. The decree against
them came as a result of the two “major” incidents which
Mosheand Aharon, respectively, were responsible for.

Aharon Hakohen was the one who “caused” () the sin
of the Golden Calf, by allowing the people to celebrate and
for throwing their valuables into the fire, from which the
Egel emerged. Had he stood up to the people like Chur did -
even at risk to his life - he could never have been associated
with this terrible travesty. In Moshe Rabbeinu’s case, had he
instructed the meraglim (spies) differently, they might not
have slandered Eretz Yisroel the way they did. His
culpability lay in the fact that had he handled it differently,
the entire Nation would not have died in the desert.

They didn’t actually sin, writes the Meam Loaz, but they
caused it to happen. Out of respect for their honor, though,
Hashem did not impose his decree until later, when a
separate, more minor incident occurred.

pain. I therefore knew that his story was not trueand he waslying.”

One of the Rebbe's chassidim, who had connections in the army, wanted to be the first to inform the Rebbe that the
First World War had ended. On the day the cease-fire was signed, he went to tell the Rebbe the happy news that at long
last peace had arrived and the fighting was over. R’ Yisroel, however, showed no joy, and when the chasid displayed his
astonishment, the Rebbe told him “The war has not ended. It will only end with the coming of Moshiach!”
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Swn: Once upon a time there was a little boy with a bad
temper. His father gave him a bag of nails and told him
that every time he lost his temper, he should hammer a
nail in the fence. The first day, the boy had driven 37 nails
into the fence. But gradually, the number of daily nails
dwindled. He discovered it was actually easier to hold his
temper than todrivethose nailsintothefence.

Finally, the day came when the boy didn’t lose his
temper at all. He proudly told his father about it and the

father suggested that the boy now pull out one nail for each
day that he was able to hold his temper. It took awhile
before the young boy was able to tell his father that all the
nails were gone. The father then led his son to the fence.
“You have done well, my son, but look at the holes in the
fence. This fence will never be the same. When you say
things in anger, theyleave a scar just like this one. You can
put a knife in a man and draw it out; it won't matter how
many times you say ‘I'm sorry’ - the wound is still there.”

e

*

e

*

e

*

e

*

e

*

e

*

e

*

e

*

EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS mﬁ,n’ H AWﬂ FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
ON THE WEEKILY MIDDAH OF... R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHILOMO
w (>=2) /331 B2 B3Y NI NN PITN PAn DvAn KA Wav o Vax”

Anger is a sin which strips a person of his greatest human capacity, the one thing that differentiates him from all other
creatures; an ability to use his mind to control his thoughts, his speech and his actions. This is known as M1 nyT.

When a person loses self-control and allows his anger to overtake him, he is acting in a manner completely foreign to the
Torah. No circumstances, however stressful they may be, can justify a person’s loss of control if he truly believes in Hashem.
In the secular world, when a person acts out of anger, it is called an “irresistible impulse.” This line of defense is
even used legally to defend a person’s criminal actions. How different are the ways of the Torah!

The Seforim bring down that it takes 40 days for one to return to his previous n»771 after becoming angry. The effects of
anger - spiritually, emotionally and even physically - are incredibly damaging and it is literally a fulfillment of the posuk,
"DIXNVAIY TNN DNINWN' - an admonition to guard our health - by remaining calm rather than reacting with anger.

The Slonimer Rebbe ZT”’L (Nesivos Sholom) explains that a Jew must make himself into a king who rules over his
inhibitions. The word 191" can be used as an acronym for N - Brain, 29 - Heart, and 725 - Liver. The brain controls one’s
thoughts and logic, which then rules over a person’s heart (emotions) and liver (desires). In this way, he is the 751 - the ruler
over himself. If, however, a person allows his emotions to control him, he becomes a 715" - an expression used for one who
is weak. Even worse, though, when his desires overtake him. Then he amounts to "02" - literally a nothing, a nobody!




