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Swna: Avraham Avinu was the first person to set himself a
place for prayer. He understood that when talking to the
Almighty, one must act and speak with the proper
reverence. Thus, after numerous journeys, Avraham returned

A SERICS IN HALACHA
LIVING A ’TORAI1” DAY

Forgotten and Little Known Halachos and Customs (5)
The Constant Mitzves. In addition to the numerous constant
mitzvos previously mentioned that a person can always fulfill,
there is one other concept that is very important to know. The
Ramban (1) holds that S ¥ 2w - living in the Holy Land,
is also a constant mitzvah and an ongoing obligation even today.
One who lives in Eretz Yisroel fulfills this mitzvah continuously.
Those who live outside Israel, and cannot just pick up and move
there, do not have the merit of fulfilling this mitzvah. However
they do have some level of this mitzvah in one of three ways:

1) If one learns about the detailed halachos of the many unique
and special mitzvos conceming living in Eretz Yisroel, it is
considered as if he has actually performed this mirzvah.

2) If one helps those who live in Israel to continue living there, it
is like he lives there himself. (Every seventh year when many of
the Israeli farmers keep the laws of Shemita, our Gedolim
encourage us to contribute financially to help them and thereby
become a partner in their observance of this mitzvah.)

3) If one is bothered that he cannot fulfill this mitzvah and
accepts upon himself that when circumstances permit, he will do
so, it also counts, somewhat, as if he did the mitzvah. This is
based on the words of the Shlah and Prisha 2. They discuss a
case where a person finds himself in a place with a bad smell
from human waste and is unable to leave that area. He may not
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“to the site of the altar that he had originally made.” He
recognized that prayer must be done in a manner that
pleases Hashem, and he wished to stand before Him and
call His Name, just as he had done in previous engagements.
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say, or even think the words of Krias Shema. He should think
about how he cannot fulfill his mitzvah obligation and consci-
ously feel regret about it. For doing so, Hashem will reward him.
Special Tefillah. The nusach of the following tefillah is brought
in Kitzur Shlah ¢3) (some bring it in the name of the Alshich):
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I hereby accept upon myself to fulfill today and every day, all
the mitzvos that come my way, from the 248 positive
commandments, and to be careful not to transgress even one
of the 365 negative commandments. Let it be Your will,
Hashem my G-d and the G-d of my fathers, that You help
me to fulfill all the mitzvos that come my way, and those
commandments that do not come my way, consider my good
thoughts to do them as if T have actually done them.
There are some people, based on this prayer, who have in mind
the following: When they wrap themselves in their Talis - which
is a reminder to keep all 613 mitzvos - they accept on themselves;
1) To do all the mitzvos that come their way; 2) To be careful not
to transgress any negative mitzvah that comes their way; 3) Any
mitzvah that does not, or cannot come their way, Hashem should
accept their thoughts of wanting to do them as if they did them.
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Chacham Chayim Yosef Dovid Azulai ZT”’L (Chida in the name of Yalkut Dovid) would say:

“‘You shall surely know that your offspring will be foreigners in a land not their own.’ Given the spiritual nature of
the Torah, it cannot reside within the heart of a human being whose thoughts are directed toward physical indulgence,
desires and arrogance. The Egyptian exile wore down the power of the evil inclination and ego such that Bnei Yisroel
could receive the Torah. This also gives us an explanation as to the reason behind this long, bitter exile, the inexplicable
suffering and poverty. With Hashem’s help, when Moshiach comes soon, we will have the great merit of learning
spirituality directly from Him, as it says, ‘And all your children are students of Hashem.’ (»-1)y»yw) The subjugation
and suffering of our long exile is thus necessary in order for us to merit the secrets of the sacred Torah at that time.”

Chacham Rabbeinu Yosef Albo ZT”’L (Sefer Haikarim) would say:

“‘And Hashem said to Avraham...your reward is exceedingly great.” According to logic, the reward for doing a mitzvah
should be finite and limited to the amount of effort which a person expends on its behalf. From here we see that Hashem,
in His infinite greatness, is capable and willing to increasing the reward beyond the boundaries of time and place.”

A Wise Man would say:

“Once learned, the ability to disag pays dividends for a lifetime.”

ree with a smile is the best way to win an argument and

1.888.536.7427
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Aside from the horrendous loss of life the second world war dealt our people, another disastrous effect of the Holocaust
was, for a large portion of survivors, their loss of faith. After what they had been through, they became disenchanted and
threw off any semblance of their Jewish past and their lineage. One such man survived the second world war in body; but
not in spirit. He was “angry”” with G-d and vowed to shake off anything to do with religion. After some time in a DP camp,
he boarded a ship that brought him to New York and he resettled in the Crown Heights section of Brooklyn. He soon
married a similarly disenchanted woman and started a family. They had a son who was the apple of their eye, but they
were careful to raise him without anything resembling Yahadus; no Bris Milah; no Shabbos; no Torah!

The child grew up with only the slightest awareness of his religion. As it happened, he married a Jewish woman, but
there was absolutely nothing even remotely religious about their existence. Just as his father had done to him, he carefully
and intentionally instilled a dislike for religion in his children, and wouldn’t even celebrate Jewish holidays. It worked for
all of his sons - except one. To his displeasure and chagrin, he failed with one child; the boy became a Baal Teshuvah!

Although living in very different worlds, the repentant son remained close to his non-religious father and other than religion
there really was nothing that separated them. And so, when the young man called his dad to inform him of the happy news
that he was engaged to be married and he wanted his father to attend his “chasuna,” he was shocked by his father’s very
hostile reaction. “I have no interest in your religious ceremony! In fact, it pains me. My son, I love you and would do
anything you ask of me, but I cannot attend your religious ‘chasuna’ - it simply conflicts with everything I stand for!”

The son took a few moments to digest this information. But then he seized the moment. “Okay, Dad, so don’t come to
my chasuna, if it bothers you so much. But when you say you will do anything else I ask of you ... do you really mean it?”

“Yes, anything. If I can physically do it - leave out the religious mumbo jumbo - I will do it for you. I give you my word.”

The son didn’t hesitate. “Okay, Dad. If that’s the case, then the one thing I ask of you is that you have a circumcision!”

A circumcision! The father was shocked. A bris milah was something he always avoided for it was the quintessential sign
of a Jew, the one thing he disliked most. On the other hand, he had given his word to his son to physically perform anything
he asked. At first he said no, but after quite a bit of arguing back and forth, in the end, he agreed and underwent the procedure.

It seemed that the bris had an immediate effect on his psyche for a few days later, while still recuperating from the
difficult surgery, he began to reconsider his decision not to attend his son’s religious ceremony. He would come for a short
time, he told himself, definitely not long enough to be influenced by those religious fanatics.

Sure enough, at the wedding, the father was so impressed by the enthusiasm of his son’s friends, that he found himself
dancing up a storm and just couldn’t pull himself away! At one point, a man who turned out to be the caterer, approached the
father and said, “Sir, I am so inspired by your simcha and countenance that I wish to present you with a gift, something which
is very precious; a dollar bill blessed by the Lubavitcher Rebbe, R’ Menachem Mendel Schneerson ZT’L.”

The father looked at the man and then at the bill, and suddenly, he turned white! A moment later, he fell down to the floor
in a dead faint! When he came to, the first words he uttered were, “THAT’S MY BILL!” And then, he fainted again.

When he was fully revived, he explained. “As a teenager growing up in Crown Heights, I once went with a few of my public
school buddies on a Sunday morning to an old man who just gives out dollar bills. We stood on line giddily watching as the
bearded man handed out dollar after dollar. When my turn arrived, he handed me a bill which I greedily took and moved on.
But suddenly, he called me back and asked me if I had a circumcision. I told him no, and upon hearing my answer, he

proceeded to take back my dollar. Cryptically he proclaimed, “When you have your bris, I will give you back your dollar.

995

The father shook his head in wonder. “Well, I just had my bris last week, and now all these years later, I see that the

rabbi sure did keep his word!” ﬂﬁ!‘;ﬂ '-)::Jﬂ;ﬂ ﬂl@—j ‘_DJ-@.D
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Swn: A renowned chazzan, who had a beautiful voice but
injected no warmth or feeling into his prayers, was once
invited to lead the congregation in the big shul in Berditchev.

His performance was rousing and the people crowded
around him after davening to adulate and congratulate him.
However, the Rav, R’ Levi Yitzchok of Berditchev
ZT”L, was not among them, as he slipped out of the shul
immediately after the conclusion of the tefillos.

A few hours later, the chazzan walked over to R’ Levi
Yitzchok’s house, to personally greet the rabbi and hear his

critique of the davening. When the Rav welcomed him into
his home, the chazzan’s voice was slightly hoarse.

“After such a davening,” asked a surprised R’ Levi
Yitzchok, “how can it be that your voice sounds hoarse?”

The chazzan cleared his throat a bit theatrically, and said,
“Apparently, I caught a cold while I was davening in front
of the amud,” he said, croaking out the words.

“Perhaps,” retorted R’ Levi Yitzchok sharply, “if you
would daven ‘in front of Hashem’ instead of only ‘in front
of the amud’ - you wouldn’t get sick so easily!”

On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply feeds & clothes Shomer Shabbos Jews in Eretz Yisroel with zero overhead
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Rashi points out that the “souls they made in Charan”
refer to the many converts that Avraham and Sarah brought
into the fold: “Avraham converted the men and Sarah
converted the women, and the Torah considers it as if they
‘made’ them.” What would have happened to these “souls”
had they not been converted? They would have been lost to
the true faith forever. Thus, Avraham and Sarah literally
saved their lives and gave them a new existence. We learn
from here that one who rescues a wayward soul from a life
of heresy and non-commitment to the principles of Torah
and mitzvos, is no different than one who rescues another
from physical and life-threatening danger.

R’ Joseph Ber Soloveitchik ZT”’L once responded to
the argument of those who asked: “What right does the
State of Israel have to sacrifice so many Jewish lives for the
sake of a Jewish State? Is not Pikuach Nefesh (preservation
of life) more important than a Jewish State.”

Quoting the position of his grandfather, R’ Chaim
(Brisker) Soloveitchik ZT’L who held that saving a Jew
from apikorsus (apostasy) was a matter of pikuach nefesh,
he explained that one is required to enter a state of doubtful
(790) pikuach nefesh in order to save someone from
definite ONTY) pikuach nefesh. Furthermore, saving a life is
not limited to cases of imminent mortal danger; it includes
even the most doubtful of cases where preserving life is
concerned. This even includes situations in which spiritual
life is endangered. Thus, the bane of assimilation is no
different from apostasy in this respect. The Land of Israel
provides Jews from all over the world, especially after the
Holocaust, with a sense of pride and dignity, and, in so
doing, serves to stem the tide of assimilation. The young
Israeli soldier is thus, entering a situation of doubtful pikuach
nefesh - going out to battle - in order to save countless Jews
from definite pikuach nefesh, i.e., assimilation.

EDITORIAL AND INSIGITS
ON THE WEECKLY MIDDAH OF ...

TORAIH GEMS
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The gemara (» m573) explains that the name "072N" is a
contraction of "OWY aN" - “Father of Aram.” Aram was
Avraham’s homeland. His original name indicates that he
acted as a father to the people of Aram. He influenced this
nation and showed the people the truth of monotheism. The
name "DNMIN" is a contraction of the phrase "D N aX" -
“Father of a multitude of nations.” This name means that
Avraham is to be the father of all the nations of the earth.
His influence will extend beyond his homeland. All peoples
will be affected by his teachings. The bestowal of the name
Avraham implies that Hashem will assist Avraham to
communicate his message to all of civilization. As a result,
Chazal teach us, with the granting of this name, the previous
name, Avram, is inappropriate and forbidden. The old name
represents a limitation to Avraham’s influence, which was
removed when his name was changed. A new message is
now communicated. The outdated message was removed.
Furthermore, writes R’ Yosef Nechemia Kornitzer
ZT”L, the name change had an effect, not only on his
influence regarding the nations of the world, but on his own
family existence as well. As long as his name was “Avram”
he was unable to bear children, for he had a responsibility to
teach the world of the existence of the One True G-d, and
raising his own children would have impeded his ability to
do so. However, once his name was changed, Hashem
showed Avraham that his mission was succeeding and that
he has indeed created a wellspring of faith and belief in the
Almighty, that will continue to flourish and eventually light
up the world. Since it was to his credit that this new ideology
had taken wings, he was worthy of the moniker “Father of a
multitude of nations.” Likewise, with his mission well on its
way, he was now prepared and worthy to populate the
world himself, with his own offspring, and indeed his
descendants - Bnei Yisroel - carry his banner for all time.

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT sHLOMO
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It is difficult to imagine that Sarah Imenu could have possibly caused pain to Hagar! What exactly did Sarah do to her?
Could Sarah have been jealous of her maidservant who conceived immediately while she was still barren after many years?

No, Sarah was not the problem. In fact, she did not change any aspect of her behavior vis-a-vis Hagar. It was Hagar who
viewed Sarah differently after she was with child. In her mind, she believed that Sarah was not as righteous as she appeared
and lost a measure of respect for her. As a result, when Hagar “looked down” on her mistress, she perceived everything that
Sarah told her as a slight to her own honor. What she was perfectly happy to do for Sarah in the past, was now disdainful and even
painful for her! It wasn’t Sarah who changed her behavior; it was Hagar’s perception of Sarah that caused her to feel slighted.

This is true of all people, says the Chasam Sofer ZT”’L. When one looks down on others, he cannot maintain an unbiased
relationship with that person. For example, if one supports Torah, but does not respect those who are learning Torah, he will
not give his money wholeheartedly or honorably. Similarly, it is important to always speak highly of our children’s Rebbeim
and Moros, for even the slightest disparaging word about educators, the rabbi of a shul or even relatives, will cause children to
look down on the very people they need to look up to. Much of the chutzpah we experience today among our youth is a result
of the negative and disparaging remarks they hear from their elders. Knocking others is bad! Children respect those who
respect others. Let us take the lesson of Hagar to heart and never allow ourselves to view others in a disdainful manner.




