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In the Parsha of pns>» npy, we learn that Hashem did not wish

Yitzchok to be actually sacrificed as a korbon, he only required that he be
offered as a N y17p. Why then does Klal Yisroel focus on the Akeida in
our prayers on Rosh Hashana? Why don't we plead with Hashem to
remember the myriad sacrifices that the Jewish people have actually
sacrificed throughout the generations?

R' Shmuel Brudny ZT"L explains that Avrohom Avinu made it
possible to reach the level of wa) nVon - sacrificing one's own life when
he was thrown into the burning furnace at 0>7w5 7x. Avrohom rose above
human nature and penetrated the great barriers of 0»n nnx - love of life,
in the service of Hashem. However, an even greater test awaited Avrohom
Avinu during PnY> NPy because it is more difficult for a parent to
sacrifice a child than to give up his own life. Avrohom demonstrated his
tremendous love for Hashem by conquering his emotions to the point of
readiness to sacrifice his own son. He accepted Hashem's will totally.

These two tests implanted in his descendants, Bnei Yisroel, this quality
of sacrifice for the sake of 'n WY1p - sanctifying Hashem. All the various
akeidos that the Jewish people were subject to were extensions of the
initial extraordinary akeida on " 1w 0. On Rosh Hashana,we strive to
identify itself ourselves with our great forefathers and emulate their ways.
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R' Moshe Chaim Luzzato ZT"L would say:
"N2wn is a miraculous phenomenon. It enables a person to undo the
spiritual effects of what is already done. Repentance can erase a misdeed
or even turn it into a good deed. That is the miracle of all miracles!"

R' Naftali of Ropschitz ZT"L would say:
"I do Tashlich right after my great Rebbeim, so as to retrieve for myself
the 'defects' that those masters have just thrown away!"

R' Yisroel Ba'al Shem Tov ZT"L would say:
"The verdict that Hashem rules for me is irrelevant. I rejoice, however,
because I know there is bogh a judge and judgement in this world!"
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"Well, I was thinking possibly," replied the boy, "that concerning My,
the Torah states (-0 DYVNY) "OIWINN MW YTV - "The two people shall
stand". From this we see that witnesses must be considered "people".
However, a person who can offer evidence that will convict his relative,
his very own flesh and blood, does not fall under the category of a
"person", and will therefore be considered invalid as a witness."

When the Chozeh heard this, he sighed with relief and said, "With
your words, my son, all the accusations that had threatened us in the
Heavenly court, have now been nullified. For we are the sons of the
Almighty, and He is our Father. We are indeed close relatives, as close as
a father is to his son. How then otherwise, will He be able to tolerate any
incriminating evidence against His own sons and relatives?"

With that, the Rebbe joined his waiting congregation for the blowing
of the shofar.
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There are many gates to Heaven, though all remain closed. All, that is,
except one. The gate of tears. When one prays to Hashem with eyes of
tears, those prayers sail straight through this incredible gate. Chazal say
that the gate of tears is never closed. If so, why does it even need a gate?

R' Menachem Mendel of Kotzk ZT"L gives a beautiful answer.
Take a walk around an orphanage at night. All is perfectly still, you
won’t even hear a sound. In spite of the many young children there, no
one cries. We only cry when we know someone will answer us. In an
orphanage, no one is there to answer the tears.

During these holy Days of Awe, we should open up and cry. We
should do so because we know there is Someone there to answer us. That
we have a Father who will deal with us with charity, kindness and love
and a king who will grant us a year of hope, prosperity, a good life with
health and happiness, if we throw ourselves on His mercy.

There is another kind of tears, however. A crying of hopelessness. A
crying which doesn’t implore G-d’s help. It is a crying which says that
we don’t believe Hashem can really help us, or worse, that there is no
one there to hear our tears. One should never allow himself to fall to such
a state, for if so, he will find that this sad gateway of tears does have a
door and it does remain closed. For the tears of hopelessness.
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One Rosh Hashanah, when his congregation was waiting for him to join
them for the blowing of the shofar, the Chozeh of Lublin, R' Yaakov
Yitzchok ZT"L, remained in his study for a very long time. The Chozeh
had seen that a dire verdict was threatening Klal Yisroel in the Heavenly
court and he was trying to intercede. Suddenly, he emerged and walked
right over to a young boy, an orphan, who was standing reverently waiting
for the Rebbe.

The Chozeh turned to the child and asked him what he was learning in
cheder. The boy answered that he was studying the gemara in makkos that
discusses M1y - testimony. "And what questions seem to bother you about
this gemara?" asked the Rebbe.

With some hesitation, the boy finally answered. "I don't understand
why the testimony of a relative is considered inadmissable in beis din,
whether it comes in defense or in prosecution. In the case of defense, it is
understandable that the court would not allow it, for fear that a witness
may lie in order to clear his relative and get him off when he is really
guilty. Such testimony is therefore outlawed to start with. But why should
the testimony of a relative be inadmissable in the case of prosecution if it
is going to prove that he is guilty?"

The Chozeh nodded and asked, "Have you come up with an answer?"
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