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    One should prepare and daven for himself and others by
name on Taanis Esther and Purim, after reciting Tehillim erp
c"f. After all of one’s requests, he should end by asking
Hashem to answer him in the zechus of Mordechai and Esther.
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    A SERIES IN HALACHAH
    LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Laws of Zmanim - Halachic Time Parameters - Cont.
Chatzos Layla: Midnight. Last week, we began to discuss

the many laws associated with “Halachic Midnight,” which

is twelve clock hours after “Halachic Midday.” (There are a

number of opinions on how to calculate midnight, in all or

some areas of halachah, but we do as stated above.) 

Megillah on Purim. Some poskim (1) hold that a person is

obligated to hear the nighttime reading of the Megillah

before halachic midnight. If midnight passed without one

having heard the Megillah, he must hear or read for himself,

from a kosher Megillah before the night is over. Other

poskim (2) are more lenient and permit one to wait until after

midnight. It is preferable to follow the first opinion. There is

another practical reason why one should hear the Megillah

in the first half of the night. Since it is highly preferable to

hear the Megillah with at least a minyan, and especially with

a larger amount of people (og curc), it is more likely that

this can be accomplished during the earlier part of the night,

as opposed to the hours after midnight (3).
Hearing the Megillah with a Large Minyan.  The above-
mentioned halachah about hearing the Megillah with a

large group of people, applies to one who does not daven in

a specific minyan. One who normally davens with a regular

minyan, should not leave it to go to a bigger shul. In some

shuls, they are all together for the night reading, and splinter

into a number of different minyanim for the daytime reading.

 `"hily cltyxid jexa d"en z`n   
qhiid cplailw ,l`xyi zad` ldwc ax 

Although this cannot be fully avoided as some people need

to hear the Megillah earlier than others in order to go to

work, etc., it is important for the others to make an effort to

organize a bigger minyan in their shul (4).

Opportune Time to Pray for Redemption. The Poskim (5)

based on the Zohar, tell us that “Halachic Midnight” is a

special and opportune time to mourn the destruction of the

Bais Hamikdosh. Prayers recited at this time for our

redemption and the rebuilding of the Bais Hamikdosh are

well received. There are people who say the nightly prayer

known as “Tikkun Chatzos” which was prepared by the

Sages of Kabbalah. It has been suggested that a person can

somewhat fulfill this concept by just sitting on the floor for a

few moments and asking Hashem in one’s own words to

end the exile and rebuild the Bais Hamikdosh. This can be

done anytime after midnight on weeknights, but not

necessarily must it be done every single night of the week.

After Shabbos: Melava Malkah. A person is given a

special gift every Shabbos (6). This is an extra soul, known as

"vrh,h vnab". This gives a person an intensified yearning to

be close to Hashem and an elevated level of serving Him

with joy. When Shabbos ends, this gift is taken away. This

takes place in stages and isn’t complete until Chatzos.

Therefore, one should eat Melava Malka before Chatzos (7).

'rnukf '"reucv sg vkhkv kf" 'upud lfzn vz h"gu u,uhfubtu urmh
;udc vnabv ,tmnba inz kf ubhhv 'vkhkv kf dvub vz ihbga

c wg) sugu sug upudu ukfa lfzk kfuha 'luajvhhjc ubhcr/(vz ihgf 
obumrn ukce uc hrva 'ohrupv djc ubhmn ukt ohbhhbg hbau     
:(/jp ,ca) trndc rtucnfu 'vp kgca vru,c gdhh,vku kungk
vn auruajt hnhc vcvtn ukcea ubhhv '"rcf ukcea vn unhhe"
v,hv vhhpfvu 'vhhpfv jufn 'xbutc vru, i,n ,gac rcf ukcea
:[d] jb tnujb, arsnc rtucnfu /vp kgca vru, ka vkng kcek
rvv ,t v"cev ovhkg vpfa sg vru,v ,t ktrah ukce tku"
hnhs cr rntu '(y"h ,una) wrvv ,h,j,c ucmh,huw rntba ',hdhdf
'cyun vru,v ,t o,t ohkcen ot :ktrahk v"cev k"t 'tnj rc
vpf c,fca vru,v kg rnt, otu 'of,ruce tv, oa utk otu
vru,v ,t o,t ihkcen ivk rnta vgan tkvu 'rvv ,t ovhkg
rnt tkt 'rgmu vghdh vc ihta hbpn 'gnabu vagb urntu okuf ubg

/"vbha susbu kusd rgm vc aha 'p"gca vru,v kg ivk
kg cauj sjtu sjt kf hrva ',uhfubtv kuyhc ka ihbg uc ah ifu     
ohhbgv ka ocmnc ahdrn tuv odu 'ujnak ,ubn uk jkuau ,kuzv
aht ,ubn jukanu" 'cu,fa unfu ',ub,n ovk jkuau ohbfxnv

/(c"f wy r,xt) "ohbuhctk ,ub,nu 'uvgrk
  !!jhan hkcjn kmbhbu ohsxj ,ukhndcu vru,v kngc ezj,b   

d   ktunan oa:vaen " ,ru,w varpv ,treb vnk 'icun ubhtu
tkt 'oukf vkugv vagn ,ru,n ,rcsn vbht tkvu 'wvkugv
'teus vkugv rptn ohrvk euez vhvha ubhmn tku 'iasv ,nur,n
,tyj hrunht rpt uc crugna 'jcznv kga rptv kfn tkt

"?ohfxb ,jbnu ohmneu ohnkau oatu
ubhhv '"vkugv ,ru, ,tz" :znr lrsc euxpv arpk vtrbu    
gdhh,nu exuga h"g 'thvu ',uhbjurc vhhkgk lrsv itf ,rtucna

 odu 'ostv kfa ,ffznv ',hkfav vru,cjcuzu,uhfubtu urmh 
trndv hrcsc vbunyv vbuufv uzu /upud lfzn vzcu 'uh,ubumru
'vru,c euxgh ?jhan hkcjn kmbhu ostv vagh vn" :(:jm ihrsvbx)
uhvha ,urmvnu cuyv rsgvn kmbhvk hsfa ubhhvu '"ohsxj ,ukhndcu
h"g vzu 'h,hntv ouhev tuva cuyc hrndk ecs ,uhvk ostv kg 'zt
exuga h"g 'upudu 'vru,c knga h"g 'ukfa /upud odu ukfa onurna

/upud ,t ,ffznu 'u,uhfubtu urmh ,t ,rcuaa ohsxj ,ukhndc
,ru, ubhhv '"vkugv ,ru, ,tz" :euxpv rtck rapt vz hpku    
vru,v exg tuva '"thv" h"g ubhhv '"vkugv thv" 'ostv ,hhkg

 ohhj .g" (wd hkan) rntba 'vceb  - thv ,trebathvohehzjnk 
'"at suehf sueh seh" (h vhgah) urntf 'atv kg -"vseun kg"  '"vc
rrck n"g vnjkn 'vru, ka v,njkn ka atc ,snkb thvaf ubhhv
jcuz oda ubhhv '"jcznv kg" 'ukfa onur,nu lfszn z"hga ',ntv

lfzn vz h"gu u,uhfubtu urmh

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

                       c:zpr, j"ut (3) t:zpr, ovrct idn (2) yh:jpr, vcr uvhkt (1)
                   c:a vrurc vban (7) :uy vmhc (6) j:t vrurc vban (5) jh:mr, wg (4)
             

         
R’ Yisroel Ephraim Kotler Shlit’a (Abitah Niflaos) would say:

     “The Yalkut Shimoni writes that 18,500 Jews participated in the banquet of Achashverosh, which was the

idea of Haman in order to cause the Jews to sin. This is alluded to in spectacular fashion by adding up the

gematria of the first four posukim of the Megillah, which discuss the feast of Achashverosh. This totals 18,741.

By adding the amount of Jews plus the gematria of ‘Amalek’ who caused the Jews to sin, it equals 18,741.” 

A Thankful Baal Koreh would say:

   “The Shulchan Aruch requires that the names of the ten children of Haman who were executed be read in

one breath. The gemara states that Haman boasted about his great wealth and his many children and

concludes that Haman had many more than ten children. Just think if they had executed all of Haman’s

children, and I had to read all their names in one breath, I would surely have died of asphyxiation!”

A Not So Wise Man once said:

   “After careful research I have determined that if your parents never had children, chances are you won’t either.

But on the other hand - you have different fingers!”
dpyey oa wgvi jexae ,xzq` oa iav xear - mipiprd lka dglvdl acpzp

LUHS ROUY ROF LIAM YB EVIECER , EUSSI NA ETACIDED/ROSNOPS OT !EGRAHC FO EERF ELBALIAVA SI NILVAT HAROT
.MOC.OOHAY@NILVAT HAROT :OT LIAM-E NA DNES RO 0026-128-548 LLAC ESAELP ,YLTCERID UOY OT DELIAM-E TI EVAH RO



day, Karim Khan, the Vizier of the Shah of Persia, arrived in Basra with a great army and besieged the city.

Suleiman Pasha fought against Karim Khan, but could not prevail over him and the city fell into the hands of the

invaders. The conquering soldiers robbed and pillaged the city, and many Jews perished while attempting to

evade the clutches of the barbarous hordes. 

    The Persians established their ruling authority over Basra. Karim Khan imposed heavy fines on the people,

particularly on the Jewish community, taking their leaders as hostages. The rabbi, his wife and children, were

sent as prisoners to the Shah in Shiraz, along with Suleiman and his family. Just as Haman and Achashverosh

did after sealing the fate of the Jews under their autonomy so many years earlier, Karim Khan and his men sat

down to drink and revel in their victory, while the city of Basra wept in despair. The Jews of Basra gathered in

their Batei Midrashim, proclaiming a fast of repentance, and crying and weeping to Hashem to save them from

the hands of the wicked Karim Khan and his men. And Hashem heard their cries. 

    Over the next few months, Karim Khan became bored with simply occupying the city of Basra and set out to

conquer other cities, to seek more conquests and glory against the neighboring Arab tribesmen. This time,

however, his luck had soured and his army suffered a great defeat, retreating to Basra with huge losses. Karim

Kahn gathered a new army and went out to fight again. But the Arabs ambushed them along the banks of the

river and slaughtered them in great numbers. Karim Khan barely escaped with his life and returned to Basra

with the beaten remnants of his army. The Persian Vizier lost no time in trying to gather a new army to fight

against the Arabs. But his battle-weary soldiers had no heart to fight anymore and they plotted to kill Karim

Khan. During the Jewish month of Adar, the army refused to go out into battle and on the 27th day of Adar,

thirteen days after the holiday commemorating the original Purim, the wicked Persian Vizier was found dead,

poisoned by the hand of his own servants. 

    News of the death of his Vizier and of the defeat of his armies reached the Shah. He ordered the remnants of

his army to leave Basra under the cover of darkness and return to Persia in secret. 

    On the second day of Nisan, in the year 5535 (1775), the citizens of Basra awoke in the morning and

discovered that not one of Karim Khan’s men remained in the city. Great was the rejoicing in the streets,

especially that of the Jews at this miraculous deliverance from the hands of so wicked an enemy. They gathered

in their synagogues to offer thanks to Hashem for the miracle, and resolved to observe that day, year after year,

as the day of the miracle. Chacham Yacov Elyashar ZT”L composed a special scroll for the Jews of Basra, to

be read by them in the synagogues on this “Day of the Miracle,” followed by a special feast, with gifts to the

poor, as on the day of Purim. The Jews of Basra willingly accepted all of his suggestions and incorporated them

into the by-laws of the community. From that day forward until the mass exodus of the Jews of Iraq, they

observed the 2nd day of Nisan as a special holiday, the “Purim of Basra.”

    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    ddddaaaakkkkzzzz    ̀̀̀̀ llll    ggggaaaaffffnnnndddd    llllrrrr    ccccwwwweeeezzzz    cccciiiinnnnzzzz    yyyy`̀̀̀((((eeee----eeee)))) 
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                        uuuueeeeggggnnnn    llll`̀̀̀    ooooyyyyccccdddd    zzzz`̀̀̀    ̀̀̀̀ iiiivvvveeeeddddeeee    
    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    xxxxeeeeddddhhhh    mmmmeeeewwwwnnnn    llll`̀̀̀    ddddppppggggnnnnllll                            ((((cccc----eeee))))    

   Parshas Tzav discusses many details of the various

korbonos, including the Olah, Mincha, Chatos,

Asham, and Shlomim. Part of the ritual is to remove

the ashes that remain on the Mizbeach - Altar, each

night. The Kohen takes these ashes outside the camp

and places them in a pure, uncontaminated place. 

   R’ Moshe Sternbuch Shlit’a learns a tremendous

lesson from this. When Hashem blesses a family with

children, each one of these beautiful gifts is a

priceless gem. Some children, however, are not

blessed with the same capabilities as others and that

child might be unable to join a mainstream school

environment. On occasion, parents feel compelled to

send this child to a secular institution devoid of a

religious atmosphere since it may contain a better

suited “program” for the child’s needs. This is not

the opinion of the Torah. Each child, whether he or

she is physically or mentally disadvantaged, deserves

a Jewish religious experience in school. These

children are holy and their religious needs have to be

nurtured. If a religious institution is available, that

child should be able to attend that institution. If an

institution of a certain type does not exist, then the

community must rise to this challenge and build one.

It has been shown that a disadvantaged child, given

the proper education and encouragement, can blossom

into a fully productive and happy individual. That

individual deserves and needs a Torah environment. 

   The posuk tells us that even ashes that came from

the Mizbeach must be put in a pure place; since it

came from the Altar it is holy. How much more so do

our children, born from our holy families, need to be

placed in a pure and holy atmosphere.

yyyyiiii`̀̀̀    zzzzeeeeppppnnnn    ggggllllyyyynnnneeee    ddddggggnnnnyyyyeeee    ddddzzzzyyyynnnn    iiiinnnniiii                
    mmmmiiiippppiiiiaaaa`̀̀̀llll    zzzzeeeeppppzzzznnnneeee    eeeeddddrrrrxxxxllll((((aaaakkkk----hhhh    xxxxzzzzqqqq`̀̀̀    zzzzlllliiiibbbbnnnn))))    

    The mitzvah of Mishloach Manos requires a Jew to

send gifts (usually two food items) to his fellow Jew

on the festive holiday of Purim. Through our Gedolim,

we perceive deeper facets to this important mitzvah. 

    For many years, the holy Steipler, R’ Yaakov

Yisroel Kanievski ZT”L, wore an old, torn and faded

jacket which he refused to relinquish. Many people

who came to visit the Steipler offered to buy him a

new jacket, but he absolutely refused to accept their

gifts. Until one man came up with an ingenious idea.

On the day of Purim, he took a piece of cake and a

bottle of wine and wrapped it in a brand new jacket

that he purchased special for the Steipler. He gave the

package to his young son and told him to bring it to the

Gaon’s home. The boy did so and quickly left. The gift

was given but would the Gaon actually accept it? 

   The answer came exactly one month later. On the

night of Pesach, the Steipler walked into the Lederman

Shul regally adorned in his new jacket. Apparently, a

“mitzvah” gift still retains the kedushah of a mitzvah.

    A second story. During WWII, R’ Michoel Ber

Weissmandel ZT”L, was hiding from the Nazis a"nh
in a tiny bunker, together with a few other people,

including a group of teenaged girls. It was hot and

there was nothing to do in the bunker. R’ Michoel Ber

noticed that a few of the girls had some inappropriate

reading material which they were looking at. When the

Yom Tov of Purim came, R’ Michoel Ber said to the

girls, “Let us fulfill the mitzvah of Mishloach Manos.

Since we have no food to give each other, let’s offer a

gift to Hashem. Let us get rid of these books and

papers and this will be our present to Hashem on

Purim.” The girls agreed and the books were tossed.  

llllyyyynnnn: All his life, the great mashgiach R’ Elya
Lopian ZT”L would always rise very early in the
morning to learn for a few hours before davening.
Even when he was quite old and weak, he never
failed to alter his routine or change his custom.
    A former student once asked him, “Rebbi, why
must you wake so early each morning? Its not even
healthy and you are not young anymore. Why not
sleep a little longer and rest your weary body?”
    R’ Elya shook his head. “Its specifically for this
reason that I continue to wake up early. You see, I
am an old man and soon it will come my turn to
stand before the Heavenly Tribunal and they will ask

me if I was careful to keep all the halachos of the
Shulchan Aruch. If I say yes, they will pull out a
Shulchan Aruch and open it to the first page where it
states: wutruc ,sucgk reucc sungk hrtf rcd,hw - ‘He should
strengthen himself to wake up (early) in the morning
to serve his Creator.’ What? I should ruin my eternal
judgment on the first page?”
llllyyyynnnnpppp: The Torah is compared to an "shn, at" -
“Eternal flame.” Just as the fire on the Altar in the
Mishkan was never extinguished, so too, a person’s
fire and zeal to study Torah and immerse himself in
it, should never burn out. No matter how old or young
one is, he should always keep his flame burning bright.
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((((ggggkkkk----hhhh    xxxxzzzzqqqq`̀̀̀    zzzzlllliiiibbbbnnnn))))    ''''eeeekkkkeeee        mmmmiiiicccceeeeddddiiiidddd    jjjjeeeezzzznnnn    eeeexxxxaaaarrrriiii    ̀̀̀̀ llll    ddddllll`̀̀̀dddd    mmmmiiiixxxxeeeettttdddd    iiiinnnniiiieeee    ............    xxxxeeeecccceeee    xxxxeeeecccc    llllkkkkaaaa    mmmmiiiiyyyyrrrrppppeeee    mmmmiiiixxxxkkkkffffpppp    ddddllll`̀̀̀dddd    mmmmiiiinnnniiiiddddeeee        
   In the year 3404 (356 BCE), the incredible story of Purim took place in the city of Shushan, then the capital

of Persia and the seat of power for King Achashverosh. Today, Shushan may be found on a map in Iraq, and

although it is far from the seat of governmental power, its historical tapestry is quite rich 

    Basra is the second largest city in Iraq (next to Baghdad). Its Jewish settlement dates back over a thousand

years. Nearly two hundred and forty years ago, 2,130 years after the original miracle of Purim, another

miraculous salvation came to the Jews of that city, which led to the establishment of a special holiday to

commemorate the event. This miracle happened in the days of Suleiman Pasha, who governed Basra with

justice and righteousness and treated the Jews kindly. Under the guidance of their leader, Chacham Yacov ben

Aaron ZT”L, the Jewish community flourished. That is, until one day in the spring of 5534 (1774). On that


