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S®n3: The yichus (ancestry) of every Jew is what defines
him and sets him apart from all others. Gentiles dismiss the
older generations and believe that wisdom comes from the
innovation of youth. Bnei Yisroel appreciate their youth and

recognize the truth of their importance, and yet it is quite
clear that all their wisdom cannot be attained on their own but
from previous generations. Our fathers and forefathers blazed
the trail before us - we must follow their paths to greatness!
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"wY1p TInn " - Keeping the Jewish Camp Holy (5)
Avoiding a ‘““Torah Ervah.” If one finds himself in front of a
“Torah ervah” (the exposed private areas of a person), he is not
permitted to recite holy words of Torah or Tefillah, even if he
shuts his eyes, is blind, or is in a dark room where he cannot see.
Many Rishonim learn from the detailed words of the posuk (1)
that as long as the ervah is potentially in viewing proximity, holy
words are prohibited even if one does not actually see the ervah
due to the darkness, blindness or closed eyes. If one turns his
whole body (not just his head) away so that the ervah is all the
way to his right or left side, and certainly to his back, it is
permitted, even if the ervah is within his four amos. However, if
itis in front of him, even diagonally, holy words are prohibited.
Avoiding a ‘‘Rabbinic Ervah” (Uncovered Hair or Skin).
There are two types of Rabbinic ervah which depend on the
ervah being in plain view; uncovered skin of a Jewish or
non-Jewish lady, which must be covered according to halacha,
and uncovered hair of a Jewish married lady. However, there is a
difference between them in halacha. Hair is not really ervah, but
since it can cause people who see it to think inappropriate
thoughts, Chazal made it like an ervah. Thus, since this is the
only reason why Chazal made it like an ervah, if one shuts his
eyes and the hair is no longer provocative to him, it is permitted

to recite holy words in the presence of uncovered hair. (This is
more lenient than the Torah ervah of the previous paragraph
where shutting one’s eyes does not help.)

Example One. If a man is reciting Kiddush on Shabbos in view
of a Jewish married woman with uncovered hair, shutting his
eyes does help to permit him to say the Kiddush.

Regarding uncovered or exposed skin, since this is a bit closer
to areal Torah ervah, and one opinion treats it somewhat like an
actual Torah ervah, one should not rely on simply closing his
eyes. Instead, he should turn his whole body away. If this won’t
work, 72372 one can treat it like hair and just shut his eyes.
Example Two. If a man is reciting Kiddush in view of ladies
who are not properly dressed (in short, this means uncovered
skin from knees and above, elbows and above, low or too wide
necklines, as will be explained in more detail in later issues
IY”H), one should try to position himself in a way that these
ladies are off to his side. If doing this will embarrass the ladies
(guests), he should shut his eyes for Kiddush. If he doesn’t know
the words by heart, he can look at each phrase, then shut his eyes
and say the phrase, then go ahead and do the same thing all the
way through the section he doesn’t know by heart. If this doesn’t
work there is another possible way of dealing with this according
to the Chazon Ish which will be explained next week 1Y”H ().
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R’ Elimelech of Lizhensk ZT”’L. (Noam Elimelech) would say:
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“‘And Hashem spoke to Moshe in the wilderness of Sinai, in the Tent of Meeting.” The words ‘In the wilderness
of Sinai’ (Midbar Sinai) teaches us that a Jew should be as humble as Mount Sinai, the smallest and most
unassuming of all the mountains; ‘in the Tent of Meeting’ (Ohel Moed) teaches us that one should be joyous and
happy at all times, as the word ‘Moed’ also refers to festivals. The lesson for us is that the greater one’s humility,
the more genuine joy he will experience at having merited to be able to serve Hashem Yisbarach.”

Chacham Rabbeinu Yaakov Abuchatzera ZT”’L (Abir Yaakov) would say:

“‘The banner of the camp of Yehudah ...." Chazal say that when the angels descended from Heaven at Har Sinai, they
came down in camps, each with their own banners. When the Jewish people saw this, they too wished to have banners
(Degalim) and their wish was granted. These banners serve as a show of respect for the King, Hashem, demonstrating
that He has many different groups under His sovereignty. The first letter of the names of the four major camps - ,0M9N'
"N ,NTN,)T - spell out "IN’ (Majesty) as each camp was a reflection of the Almighty’s Majesty on Earth.”

R’ Yisroel Hopstein ZT”’L (Maggid of Koznitz) would say:
“‘Count by heads the entire population of the Children of Israel.” Our main feature is our heads. With respect to
other parts of the body, the nations may be superior, but if you want to find good heads and brains, go to the Jews!”
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Sefer Bamidbar begins with Hashem commanding Moshe Rabbeinu to count the Jewish people; in essence, to conduct
a census of the entire nation. For this reason as well, Sefer Bamidbar is also referred to as “Sefer HaPekudim” or
“Numbers” as it is known in English. Rashi comments that Hashem counts the Jewish people many times in the Torah but
not because He does not know their full amount, Chas V’Sholom. Obviously, Hashem does not demand a census because
He requires an exact count. Rather, the act of counting is demanded because of the incredible love Hashem has for us and
He wishes to display this love by continuously enumerating our ranks. The Ibn Ezra adds a short yet poignant comment:
Hashem only counts Bnei Yisroel, to the exclusion of the Erev Rav, those people who joined our nation after the exodus
from Egypt, since only Bnei Yisroel are beloved in His eyes - not those rabble rousers who bring His people to sin.

For centuries, a majority of Jerusalem’s population was Sephardic. One of the most influential families was the
Meyuchas family, which traced its lineage in Jerusalem to the post-Spanish expulsion period of the late 15th century. The
great Chacham Raphael ben Shmuel Meyuchas ZT”’L was born in Jerusalem and later served as Rishon L’Tziyon
(Sephardic Chief Rabbi) from 1756 until his death in 1771. Chacham Raphael Meyuchas authored numerous scholarly
works and was highly respected by Jew and Arab alike. He was a proponent of peace among all the factions living in the
holy city of Jerusalem at the time, and he even encouraged the small but entrenched Karaite community to send their
children to mainstream religious schools. His intentions were pure as he hoped that by bringing this fringe group of Jews
(Karaites only believe in the Written Torah and not Torah shel Baal Peh, including all the Rabbinical mitzvos) closer to
true Torah Judaism, he could influence them to embrace the proper path of observance - but alas, it was to no avail.

During his tenure as Rishon L’Tziyon, the Arab overlords issued a harsh decree forcing all the various Jewish kehillos to
pay an exorbitant tax - an impossible request even in the best of times. Jerusalemites were notoriously poor and there was
no way they would be able to come up with the sums being demanded. An emergency meeting was called and the large
Karaite synagogue was selected as the meeting place. All the heads of the Jerusalem kehillos were invited to attend and
discuss what options were available to them. Chacham Raphael Meyuchas led the Sephardic delegation.

When the imposing figure of the Rishon L’Tziyon arrived, all those present stood up in respect and watched as he
entered the large synagogue doors and made his way down the staircase to the floor of the main sanctuary. Suddenly,
Chacham Raphael’s feet seem to become entangled and he tripped and fell down the remaining few steps. Everyone
rushed to assist the rabbi and thankfully he wasn’t hurt, but his attendants were suspicious and wondered what could have
made him fall so mysteriously. As the Chacham gingerly made his way to his seat of honor, one of the attendants hung
back and stuck his hand under the steps, where he found soft dirt concealing an old book. Curious, the man reached in and
pulled out the book, which turned out to be a copy of the Rambam’s Sefer “Yad HaChazakah.” He held it up and showed
it to Chacham Raphael who determined that the Karaites had placed this holy book into the dirt purposely to denigrate the
works of the holy Tzaddik, Rabbeinu Moshe ben Maimon ZT”’L, and to ensure that every person who walked down the
steps would tread upon it. These wicked people despised the Rambam and how he had codified all the laws of the Torah -
the Written and the Oral commandments - into one authoritative book, a book by which Torah Jews live their lives.

Without further ado, Chacham Raphael stood up and stormed out of the synagogue, slowing down just long enough to
issue a curse that the Karaites will never be allowed to join in with the rest of the Jewish people in the holy city.

Approximately eighty years later, at a time when the Karaite community of Jerusalem had shriveled in size with barely a
minyan of families remaining, a group of some twenty Karaites wished to move up to the city and complement the tiny

community. However, within days after their arrival, a terrible epidemic broke out and wiped out the newcomers. The
Karaites never did have a minyan! ﬂl@"’(ﬂ E)jﬂﬂ ﬂj@’—g ’—DJ'@-D
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Swn: Upon the death of his holy father, the Ksav Sofer, R’
Avraham Shmuel Binyamin Sofer ZT”’L took over the
reins of the chief rabbinate of Pressburg at the tender young
age of 24. With great trepidation, the young Rav sat next to
his father’s deathbed and asked how he will be successful
at such a young age. With his final breath, the Chasam
Sofer responded, “Your grandfather Akiva (R’ Akiva
Eiger ZT”L) will stand to your right hand; your grand-
father the Maharsheshach (R’ Shmuel Schotten ZT”L)
will stand on your left side; an angel will stand over your

head; and I will be close behind to fulfill your wishes.”

It is said that the first Shabbos before the new Rav stood
up to address the congregation, he fainted out of fear. In his
sleep, he saw his father who admonished him and said, “I
already told you that we will be here to help you!”

Fully revived, the young Ksav Sofer got up and delivered
such an amazing sermon, that the entire city of Pressburg
was in awe. Reacting to the people’s incredulity, the Rav
quipped, “Believe me, this was not my work (nox5n) but
rather the work of my fathers (noN21n aN)!”
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When R’ Meir Margoliyos ZT”’L was a young child, he
was already renowned as an “iluy” - a genius, with a brilliant
mind and unlimited potential. When he was five-years-old,
his father hired a tutor to study Gemara with him and one of
the first things he learned was the statement of Chazal that
the lost item of a Rebbi (11 naN) takes precedence over the
lost item of a father, since the father brings a person into the
physical world, whereas the Rebbi brings one (through his
Torah learning) into the World to Come. (.32 13"2)

That very same year, on Parshas Bamidbar, young Meir
was in shul when he heard the Rabbi discuss Rashi’s
statement regarding the sons of Aharon Hakohen who are
referred to as the descendants (M5 M) of Moshe as well,
because he taught them Torah. From here we derive that,
“Whoever teaches the son of his friend Torah, the posuk
considers it as if he gave birth to that child.” (> y77MD)
Five-year-old Meir turned to his father and asked, “I don’t
understand. If a Rebbi is greater than a father because he
brings a person into the World to Come, while a father only
brings him to this world, then what is so special about one
who teaches Torah to his friend’s son, that it is considered
like he gave birth to him? If he gave birth to him, then he is
like his father - and a father is not as great as a Rebbi?!”

An astounding question from the mind of a five-year-old
and Meir’s father was stumped! Indeed, he mentioned the
question to a number of people nearby and they were duly
impressed with the depth of comprehension that this little
boy attained. Young Meir was encouraged to think on his
own and come up with an answer and it wasn’t long before
he did. “When it says, ‘Whoever teaches the son of his
friend Torah, the posuk considers it (150 Yoy NoYN) as if
he gave birth to that child,” it means that the Rebbi has a
oyn' - an advantage over the one who gave birth to him -
the father, since indeed, a Rebbi is greater than a father!”
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Why does Shevet Levi differ from the other tribes of
Israel with regard to their count? Whereas for the other
tribes, the Torah instructs: “The entire assembly of Bnei
Yisroel, according to their families, according to their
fathers’ household, by number of the names, every male
according to his head-count.” On the other hand, Shevet
Levi is counted differently: the expression "DM2DN -
“according to his head-count” does not appear. It simply
states "1 2" - “every male,” must be counted.

The Gaon, R’ Yehonasan Eibeshutz ZT”’L (Tiferes
Yehonosan) answers this question in truly remarkable
fashion. He cites the gemara (35 mmn) which states as
follows: “Plimo inquired of Rebbi, ‘If a man has two heads,
on which head must he place his Tefillin?’ Rebbi replied,
‘Either leave now or regard yourself under a ban (cherem).’
In the meantime, another man came and asked, ‘I have
begotten a first-born child with two heads. How much must
I give the priest (for Pidyon Haben)?’ An old man came
forward and ruled that he must give the priest ten sela.” The
gemara proceeds to weigh both opinions and in the end, it
concludes that the question is in fact moot, for a child born
with two heads cannot live for more than twelve months.

Thus, with regard to Shevet Levi, who are to be counted
from the age of one month and up, a two-headed child is
indeed a valid possibility, for it can live up to 12 months.
For this reason, had the Torah written by Shevet Levi,
“Each male according to his head-count,” it would have
been necessary to count such an unusual child twice, which
explains why the expression is not used for Levi.

As for the other tribes of Israel, who were counted from
the age of 20 years and up, since a two-headed child cannot
survive for more than twelve months, there could be no one
among them with two heads. Hence the posuk uses the
expression “every male according to his head-count.”

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SIHLOMO
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Each and every morning, before we accept upon ourselves "0mv Mmoo My NHap" - “Yoke of Heavenly Kingdom,” with
the first posuk of Krias Shema, we end the blessing that precedes it with the words, “Blessed are You Hashem, who chooses
His nation Israel with love.” This is proclaimed right after we outline in full description the angels in heaven singing songs
of praise and proclaiming Hashem’s glory: “Kadosh, Kadosh, Kadosh ...” The message is loud and clear and gives us the
ability and the desire to accept upon ourselves to serve Hashem and love Him with all our heart and soul. It is: No matter
how holy and sublime is the service of the angels, HASHEM LOVES HIS CHOSEN NATION!

Usually before Shavuos, we read Parshas Bamidbar which contains a census of the Jewish people. Rashi explains that
because Hashem loves us so much, He counts us so frequently. It comes immediately following Parshas Bechukosai, which
contains the Tochacha (curses) which caused the Jewish people to fear that Hashem might abandon us forever. R’
Avraham Pam T”’L explains that Bamidbar is meant to teach us that Hashem admonishes the one He loves. (2>-39wn)

The census of Klal Yisroel is the prerequisite to Kabbolas HaTorah on Shavuos, just a few days later. If you know
Hashem loves you, won’t you want to accept and fulfill His Torah? If we perceive Hashem as our dear Father who loves us
so much, won’t we want to love Him Back? The way to love Hashem is through real Kabbolas HaTorah. We must
internalize the message of “Bamidbar” so that we can truly accept and obey His holy Torah on the Yom Tov of Shavuos!




