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On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply helps families of Melandim, Agunos and Grushos in Eretz Yisroe! at ZERO expense

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A ‘TORAH” DAY

"B919 125 N oY’ - The Greatest Mitzvah of All (160)
Women Learning Torah. We mentioned various reasons why
ladies say Birchas HaTorah daily. They should take this mitzvah
seriously and say it with concentration and feeling, which can
bring them and their children much spiritual improvement.
Krias HaTorah. The Mishna Berura () quotes the Magen
Avraham ) who states that in Meseches Sofrim ) there is an
obligation for ladies to hear Krias HaTorah, just like they would
attend the Hakhel ceremony in the Bais HaMikdash, when the
king read parts of the Torah aloud. It seems from the Magen
Avraham that it’s not just an obligation for ladies in shul to listen,
but an actual obligation to go to shul to hear Krias HaTorah.
Maseches Sofrim adds that the olden day Metargem (translator of
Krias HaTorah) was there for ignorant people and ladies, so they
should understand what is being read. However, the Magen
Avraham concludes that the prevalent custom in his time was for
ladies not to listen, but to leave shul at the time of Krias HaTorah.
Why are Ladies Lenient? The Chida writes @ that Maseches
Sofrim did not mean that there is an obligation on ladies. It was
just a good custom to translate in order to give ladies some
understanding of the text. According to this, there is no obligation.
Ladies also rely on the opinion of the Maharsham ) who brings
proof that ladies are exempt from hearing Krias HaTorah.

Ladies in Shul. Even though we hold that ladies are exempt
from Krias HaTorah as they are from Talmud Torah, if they are
in shul for davening, they cannot shame the Torah by talking or
walking out in the middle . However, they can walk out before
the start of the kriah. It seems logical based on this that ladies
can daven by themselves quietly since even men who come late
often daven quietly and we don’t consider it shaming the Torah.
Hagbahas HaTorah. Al Pi Kabbalah, Poskim @) write that a lady
who is in the middle of a menstrual flow (between beginning of
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Torah when it is lifted up after laining. Divrei Yatziv says this
includes looking at the text when the Torah is open on the Bimah ®).
Special Krivos HaTorah. There is a difference of opinion
among the Poskim if ladies are obligated to hear the Kriah of
Parshas Zachor before Purim 9). Ladies should try to come and
hear it. If they cannot make it, they can come to shul on Purim
morning before Megillah and hear the Purim Kriah which the
Magen Avraham holds can fulfill their obligation. In many Shuls
it is announced before the Kriah that anyone who wants to be
yotzei should have in mind to do so with all three aliyos. They are
exempt from hearing Parshas Parah, Shekalim and HaChodesh.
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The Gemara tells us that the protection of Tefillin (or any Kodesh item)
is paramount, and we look aside if the only method of protection might
be a slight to the kavod of the Tefillin. Magen Avraham [7-1] says that
although our Gemara permits one to keep his Tefillin on the side of his
head for safekeeping while sleeping in bed, this is only in circumstances
of extreme n»w from robbers or mice. In normal instances, this would
be a yma (shame) to the sanctity of the Tefillin. Similarly, we find in
¥ [3-197 1'v] that it is o to sit on a bed (or bench) that has a 190
mnonit. The N4 adds that this applies to regular seforim as well.
The 2" [>-n] says that we are > to fast if Tefillin fall on the floor
while not covered. This is in contrast to a Sefer Torah where if it falls,
even if it is covered, we fast. The 2" brings the 124 yo that if the
Tefillin fell while still inside the bag, one should give a nona to npN.
Someone caught a robber stealing a Sefer Torah from a shul. He
yelled “Stop! Thief!” whereupon the thief dropped the Torah and ran
away. The hero asked N'vow ow9ao% PNy v if he must fast. After
all, he caused the Torah to fall. pny> - responded that we see from
our Gemara that protection of a nenTpaw 121 may be done even at
the expense of a yma. In this case, he saved the Torah and there is no
greater protection, so the y»a s only secondary and he need not fast.

period and hefSak tahara) should not look at the letters of a Sefer
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R’ Yehoshua Rokeach of Belz z¢t”’I (Mitteler Rebbe) would say:

2y DPNINDIA N"PN (4) 17 (3) 1299 X1 (2) 2>299(1)
n"W (6) ©"WINNNY 1IN NYT (5) OV ©M19)0 'ON
%9270 (8) N9 NN (7) NN NIN NN MINYND
N:VN HNIY? YN DA NI MDY D3 1Y (9) VIP 1Y

19N DNYT D NNV IR ONNN NN DMI¥N2 NODYNN WN NN TN 121 T2 ONRNA 190N WNHOY - In order to implant faith in the
heart of one’s children, one must insure it is implanted in his own heart. There first needs to be the 'ony™ - ‘that you may
know that I am the L-rd’ - you yourself must believe in and know Hashem, for your children to do the same.”

R’ Aharon Leib Shteinman z¢”’I (Ayelet Hashachar) would say:
9N DM DY .. N N2 WaN TN DONY - Rashi explains that the maror here is intended to serve as a reminder of the

bitter lives we lived under Pharao h. It would seem that this message was unnecessary for the first Korban Pesach which
was consumed before the Jewish people left Mitzrayim and the taste of slavery still was still fresh in their mouths. But,
no, it was necessary for the first Korban Pesach as well, as it is only natural for people to forget difficulties and hardships
at the time of prosperity and success. Even though they hadn’t yet left Egypt, they stood on the threshold of freedom and
ran the risk of quickly forgetting what they had ensured which would diminish the significance of their redemption.”

A Wise Man would say: ‘“Being happy doesn’t mean everything is perfect. It means that you’ve decided to look beyond.”
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The dialogue between Moshe Rabbeinu and Pharaoh can be understood on a much deeper level. When Pharaoh asked
Moshe, “Who is going to go with you on your holiday?”” he wasn’t merely asking who Moshe was taking along; rather, he
was asking, “Why does everybody need to go along? I can let just a small group go; they can do your ceremony and then
come right back. What’s the whole fanfare?” To that, Moshe responded that as Jews, everyone is involved in the ceremony
because when we serve our G-d, we serve Him with the fullest excitement and enthusiasm. It’s not just a ceremony and we
move on; our service to Hashem is one of great accomplishment and therefore everybody needs to be involved.

Back in the early 1900’s, Shabbos observance was a major challenge in America. Many stories have been told of people
who sacrificed so much just to keep Shabbos, and many of those righteous people are the reason that we, as a nation, are
here today, flourishing in America. Those people had a very unique quality: they didn’t just sacrifice for Shabbos - they
did it with love, excitement and hislahavus, so that younger generations will see the beauty in their actions.

A story is told of a man who came to the shores of America with the utmost commitment to keep Shabbos. Week after
week, he changed jobs and barely had enough money to support his family. One day, he landed a job as a watchman for an
apartment complex. It was a great opportunity for him because not only was he was able to keep Shabbos, he was also able
to move into a small apartment at the front of the building, rent-free. It wasn’t very luxurious but it served its purpose, and
at least his family had shelter and food and could begin living decently. That was except for one considerable problem.
The coal to heat up the building was stored in his apartment, and the dust and particles began to affect him and his kids.
His children looked much darker than the average Jewish child, and even their clothing became black with coal dust.

One fine day, a Jewish man was walking down the street in Manhattan when he saw two black kids talking in Yiddish!
Startled by what he thought he was seeing, he drew closer to see if it was just his eyes fooling him. To his amazement, he
realized that they were not African-American children at all, but rather two Jewish boys with very dark skin and not very
clean clothes. After inquiring who they are and where they live, the man asked if they can tell their mother to come speak
with him. The woman arrived at the man’s office, and explained how difficult their situation was; how they have no
money and were forced to live in a small apartment full of coal and that’s why her kids look the way they do.

The wealthy businessman was visibly moved and felt terrible for this family. He immediately pulled out five $100 bills
from his pocket with explicit instructions to the lady to find her family a new apartment. The lady was beside herself with
joy and couldn’t stop praising and thanking the generous man for his donation. He was an angel, heaven sent!

Just as she was about to leave his office, she casually asked him if he was shomer Shabbos, to which he replied that he
was not. The woman’s face changed colors, “In that case,” she said, “I’m sorry but I cannot accept money from Jews who
are not shomer Shabbos.” She handed him back the bills, picked herself up and left without taking a penny.

The man couldn’t believe his ears. Here was a lady who was barely making a living but wouldn’t take money because he
was not shomer Shabbos. That night, he told his wife the story. “Look at this crazy woman who wouldn’t take money just
because we aren’t keeping Shabbos!” However his wife had a different take on the matter. “Do you remember your promise
when we came to the shores of America?” She asked him. “You promised me that as soon as our situation improves you were
going to start keeping Shabbos. Now it’s been a couple of years already and our situation is quite good, but you still don’t
keep Shabbos! Look how low we have fallen that even our fellow Jews won’t take money from us!”

Her words penetrated his heart. From then on, the family became complete shomer Shabbos Jews, spreading the radiance
of Shabbos to all their friends and neighbors. They had but one message: the more excitement and enthusiasm a person puts
into his mitzvos, the mor%jhis children will follow in his footsteps, sanctifying the name of Hashem in the interim.

ﬂ ﬁ‘.@gﬂ _7)} ‘é},ﬁ‘ﬂ ﬁﬂw to replace Egypt as the world power when they were no better?

(13-1 ") 933 o TINTIZNDI T2 oW WL TS BN
In the years leading up to the Jewish people’s exile to Bavel,
the mighty Babylonians had a formidable foe to contend with
for world domination - Egypt. The Egyptians ruled the world
for centuries but as King Nevuchadnetzar and his army rose
to power, Yirmiyahu HaNavi predicted that Egypt’s demise
was inevitable. Interestingly enough, the Babylonians were
not clean of sin at all. Yirmiyahu even refers to the king in a
derisive tone, as “Nevuchadretzar” because of his eventual
destruction of Israel. Both the Egyptians and Babylonians
committed horrendous atrocities on the nations of the world;
why did the Babylonians “receive clearance” from Hashem

R’ Mordechai Gifter z¢”l (Pirkei Torah) explains that
Egypt lacked a basic belief in Hashem’s power and abilities
and sought to contest Him at every turn. Since obviously no
one can hold a candle to Hashem, the Egyptians ultimately
caused their own self-destruction which imploded their
kingdom. However, Chazal explain that Babylon had a very
different approach to the Master of The World. Although they
were conceited, the King and his people believed that their
rise to fame and power was a result of a decision of a higher
rule. Though at first, they didn’t actually recognize Hashem
as that higher authority, Nevuchadnetzar eventually came to
that basic understanding and Hashem rewarded him for that.
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In Egypt, Bnei Yisroel received their first mitzvah, the mitzvah of Kiddush Hachodesh. Why was the demographic location
of Eretz Mitzrayim so significant that the Torah emphasizes where the commandment took place? Additionally, why does the
posuk use the word "D35" hinting at the unique relationship between Klal Yisroel and this mitzvah?

I would like to preface my machshava with another vort I once heard on the posuk in Shemos regarding Basya bas
Pharaoh as she was saving Moshe Rabbeinu. The posuk there says that she heard a baby crying and said, "m ©Mayn o -
this is surely a Jewish child. It seems that from the cry alone she was able to discern that the child was a Jew. How did she
know? There obviously is a distinct difference between a Jew’s cry and a non-Jew’s. A goy in a precarious situation will cry
out in despair. A Yid, however, cries out to Hashem. A Yid always has a ray of hope mixed in his cries as well. A Yid never
despairs. That is what Basya heard. She could discern the cry and knew instantly that it must be a Jewish baby.

Klal Yisroel is likened to the moon. The moon signifies the power of renewal - mwInnn. The special mitzvah of Kiddush
Hachodesh, sanctifying the moon, was given in Egypt to signify that if a Jew ever finds himself in “Mitzrayim” - at a low
spiritual point, he can utilize this power of renewal and pull himself out of the depths without despairing. This is indeed a feat
exclusive to Yidden. We have constantly bounced back from tragedies and disasters even stronger than before, after enduring
so much pain and suffering. In actuality, every one of us can use an occasional infusion of spiritual rejuvenation in our avodas
Hashem, Limud HaTorah, interpersonal relationships and even family commitments. As Rosh Chodesh Shevat was this past

week, let us all utilize this gift of “hischad%gm ” to ready ourselves for the imminent Hisgalus HaShechinah!
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Ywn: In the winter of 1930, while preparing to leave Europe
and return to America, R’ Shimon Schwab z¢”’l came to
receive a farewell blessing from the holy Chofetz Chaim z¢”’L.
He remained over Shabbos in Radin and retold an incident
which gave him a glimpse into the measure of the man.

It was during Sholosh Seudos. The room had turned dark,
crowded with people. The Tzaddik had finished delivering
words of Torah and began to bentch, like a simple Jew,
saying each word slowly. He recited word after word, when
suddenly, as he reached “Rachem Na...” something seemed
to have happened to him. He face changed and he cried out,
“Al Yisroel amecha ... al Tziyon Mishkan k’vodecha...” He
continued crying the words of bentching in this manner until
he reached the “Harachamons” - and then he stopped.

At this point, he suddenly spoke out and said, “I see what
will be ten years from now. You don’t see it; but I do. A great

conflagration will burn!” In the middle of bentching, the
Chofetz Chaim suddenly had a vision of future events. Then,
he whispered, “Twelve million is child’s play!”

R’ Shimon turned to the person next to him and asked

him what he meant with his comments. The man replied,
“The Rebbi always talks about it. Twelve million is the sum
total of those killed in the (First) World War....”
%wm3: In connection with the plague of darkness, it is written
"TUN W DINN XIN DY TYN O - “There will be darkness
upon Egypt and the darkness will become darker.” If we
look at the letters above (Dy) the letters of "wm" - above the 1
is N, above the » is vV, above the N is Y, and above the v is .
These letters spell ">vn" (Hitler v'r), the evil rasha who
made the “darkness become darker.” Another correlation is
that Chazal tell us how 12 out of 15 million people (4/5)
died during Twn mon. And that was "Jun v - a double
darkness. Half of 12 million is six million, the number of
kedoshim who perished in the Holocaust - onT 0% 'n.
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Just picture the Jewish people leaving Mitzrayim. Millions of men, women and children - the excitement, the happiness,
the noise level! What a feeling of freedom - of awesome miracles happening all around them. What an incredible
experience! And yet, the Torah makes sure to tell us that just as this amazing exodus was poised to take place, not one dog
all throughout Mitzrayim, made so much as a bark! So what? Would it really have been so terrible if a dog barked? Would

this minor irritation cause such discomfort to the Jewish people that the Torah felt the need to write it?

Rabbi Zelig Pliskin shlita comments that we learn a tremendous lesson from this posuk (and maybe this is the secret to
the segulah to say this posuk in the presence of a dog so as not to be harmed by it). Although it is true that a barking dog
would surely not have marred Bnei Yisroel’s happiness as they were going from exile to freedom, it would have put a “blot”
how ever small, on their joy. It might have “shterred” them - even the slightest bit. When someone is experiencing an
uplifting or joyous occasion, we should be careful not to say or do anything that will diminish their happiness. For example,
if your neighbor buys a new suit, don’t tell him that you saw the same suit in another store for $100 cheaper. Or, if one of
your children comes home with an A- on his report card, don’t comment on the minus - praise them for the A!

R’ Yechiel Mordechai Gordon z#1 used to say, “The face of a person is a Reshus Harabim (public property). One
must be careful to always show others a ‘happy face’ because a sad or downcast expression causes people to feel bad. One
must not be the cause of ‘nezek’ (damage) to public property.” The dogs in Egypt teach us how far we must go not to cause
the slightest irritation or unhappiness to our fellow Jews.




