
,gcy shnmu vsgmt cvz hkf tmn rat aht wv icre ,t crebu
 wv hbpk ubh,apb kg rpfk znufu khdg(b-tk)vsucg ka vfrg - 

     atk rat kg ,wwhavk ,usuvk umr vnjknv habta 'rntb ,utrenv ukt
icre ka vagn ihgf uag rcsv ,t ghcvk hsfcu 'vnjknv ,gc aht ovn sepb
hrv vwwcev hf ',urusk sunhk tuv vagn v,ut /,hcv esck ocvz ,t uahsevu 'vsu,
tuv vfuz ishgu ishg kfca vtrh ostv ibuc,hafu 'ostv og shn, tuv chyn
kt tuv od cre,vk vsh kg ostv rrug,ha hutrv inu 'ouen ka u,cuyc ahdrvk
ov 'ubng chyn vwwceva ohsxjv ukt hf ',ucuy ,ukce vzht uhkg kceku ',wwhav
ubt ohmpja uk ,utrvku 'uhkt ucre,h ubt oda hutrv in if otu 'ubhkg uhbp ,rtv

 /uhkt ub,ut ohcren ova ,ukcev ukt ,t ubt ohkcen if kgu 'u,crec
 h,gna    kkkkwwwwwwwwzzzz    ....hhhhccccsssshhhhuuuussss    vvvvnnnnkkkkaaaa    hhhhccccrrrr    jjjjwwwwwwwwvvvvrrrrvvvvnnnnuhv ifhv sg ubt ohtur vbnna tscug '

,t u,urjc ,ubac anha kwwbv vnka wr 'ohnak vsucgv ,t ohfhrgn ktrah hkusd
kkkkwwwwwwwwmmmmzzzz    xxxxhhhhddddbbbbggggcccc    iiiiccccuuuuttttrrrr    ddddhhhhkkkkggggzzzz    hhhhccccrrrr    iiiiuuuuttttddddvvvv'ohjrh wz lan u,hcc ik vhvu 'ohkaurh swwctd '

iutdv rntaf vkhk hshna ihjcvu 'lrymha ,g kfc uanak inuzn vhvha hsfc
/dhkgzn .uj wufu xhgfva ost kfk kjun hbhrv :iuakv vzc rnt wkjun hbhrvw ,aec

vzv dhkzv tuv hn crv ,t h,ktau 'hbhgc tkpk vhv rcsv 'vnka wr rphx      
hrudn rhgc vhv snkn vz dhkgz 'crv hk vbg ?uhagn uhv vnu 'u,ut ohkjun ofbhta
v,utc ohkusdv ohskhv og usnka ohsnkn hba uhv vrhhg v,utc 'h,uskh ,ubac
dhkgz wr hbavu 'van wr oac oumg ofj shnk, vhv sjt 'vchahk uxbfb ory vba
,ubac vfrc ehzjn hkf o,uagk hsfc 'uhshnk,c vcrv gheav van wr 'runtv
r,h unmg jry tk 'yuap ,hcv kgc vhva dhkgz wr ukhtu 'vchahc usnkhaf ,urjcv
i,uta dhkgz wr gsha ,urnk /vsnukn ohabt ,uumnf u,ftkn ,t vagu 'vsnv kg
kujbk ov ohkufh vca vnhka vba lfc ohmhnjn hf 'oumg oshxpv ukmt ohsnukv
ina ock kg rchsu hruv ka uj,p kg dhkgz wr dkhs tk ,tz kfc 'sunhkv hfrs
h,nhhxaf h,adrv oumgv sxpvv ,t /usunk, ,hcc sunkk h,ut ujkaha hutrv
hk kkga vn h,htr zt 'vrhygnv iwhztkuu ,chah ka vkhmc ,uxjk h,tcu 'uz vba
vba v,ut kgu 'hutrf vchahc ck,avk h,hfza sg zt hk jek vnhka vba 'vz snkn
u,ut kg hc urrug,b ohnjr hadr 'vnka wr lhanv /uk kujnk ifun hbbht hbnn kzda
sg crv ,t h,kshau 'zug h,cvrv crg hshnu 'ohhjv ihc vhv tk rcf icunfa 'snkn

 /dhkgzk whptu wufu kjun hbhrv rnuk dvub vhv ztnu 'dhkgz wrk kujnk ohfxva
'dhkgz wrk u,khjn ,usut crv og h,kvhba ,ujhav ,jtc :rntu vnka wr ohhx     
,t cyhv lhrgn lbhta hbpn tuv 'uk kujnk hcurhx ,t ihcn lbhta vn 'crv hk rnt
,hhv vz ihgf lkmt vhv ukhta v,t ahdrn ifku 'tcv okug ,ufzu vsucgv ,kgn
ka vfh,j hbnn kzd tuv hrv 'kjun ,hhv tk ,tz ,t lhrgn ,hhv ukhtu 'lf kg kjun
,ru,c uhnh kf exgu 'ohna ,sucgc ,ukg,vk vfz iutdva ;ta hrv /tcv okug
vkg,v tk uca ,jt vba kg uk kujnk 'uhhj hnh kf kduxn vhv tk z"fc ',wwhav
/kusdf iye rcs kfn ostv vkg,n ifhv sg ihcvu dhav cjrv ukfac tuv hf 'hgcsf

 (df-tk) wudu atc urhcg, atc tuch rat rcs kf
wv ,sucg ignk ,hrnuj vuut, og ,uan,av -

a     c rthwwwwvvvvbbbbuuuunnnntttt    hhhhrrrrccccsssswwww 'ohsgunu vru,v kg) ,,,,uuuusssskkkkuuuu,,,,wwwwnnnn    rrrr""""uuuunnnnssssttttvvvv    eeee""""ffffkkkk
gggg""""hhhhzzzz    wwwwiiiirrrrvvvvttttv hrcs osevc 'arsv lrs kg (arpk rapt sug v"s ',,,,rrrrttttpppp,,,,wwww

wwwwvvvvnnnnkkkkaaaakvut kt o,ut uthchu 'wudu cvzv ,t ivfv rzgktu van jehu" 'varpc 
kf ,tnw vnur, ahrc cu,fv ,buuf hcdk w,fn h"pg arpk vtrbv - wudu sgun
trucv ,sucgk vbufbv vmgv vbv hf 'wh,nur, ,t uje, uck ubcsh rat aht
vuut,v v,utc 'z"vugv ,uut,k ucck ,t laun r"vmhva vn kfna 'thv v"c
v"g lknv sus rnta unfu 'vh,uumn ohhehu vru,c euxgh iumrvu eajvu
hfrs ova iumrvu vuut,v h"ga 'wlh,usg kt hkdr vchatu 'hfrs h,cahjw
hkdr vchatuw - vh,uumn ouheu vru,v exgc ,"hav ,t scg 'hrnujv ostv
hbac - lcck kfc lheukt wv ,t ,cvtuw ,ufrc ;uxc t,hta vzu 'wlh,usg kt

u cuyv rmhc 'lhrmhggggrrrrvvvv    rrrrmmmmhhhhcccc,shnk znur wcvzwu 'ohnjrk znur w;xfw hf gushu 'w
'ohbhsk znurv wcvzv ,t wudu van jehuw cu,fv ,buuf ,t rtck ah z"pku 'ihsv
,t thcvk 'ktrah hbc ,ucckc xhbfn vhva h"g ohsxju ohnjrk ofpvu
exgc wv ,sucg kt 'thae tbhss tryhxn iva rnujv hbhhbgk ovh,uut,

/"wsgun kvut kt o,ut uthchuw - oumg eaju vuut, og vh,uumn ouheu u,ru,
      oac v"s) vnur, ,arp ahrcuyyyy""""aaaaggggccccvvvvjehk lhrm aht kfa" 'r,uh rthc (

,t uje, uck ubcsh ratw kfna 'v"c trucv ovc sucgk ,ucuy ,ushn unmgk
'vgr wufu vcvtk u,hxn r"vmh rat ,uhbumhjv ,uut,v in 'ubhhvu 'wh,nur,
unfu ',ushnv rta hcdk ifu 'v"c trucv cuvtk unmgk jeh vshnv v,utn

 ' e"vpxv uc,farrrr,,,,uuuuhhhh    uuuukkkkaaaa    wwwwvvvv    ,,,,uuuussssccccgggg    vvvv,,,,hhhhvvvv    ''''vvvvrrrruuuu,,,,vvvv    llllrrrrsssscccc    llllkkkkuuuuvvvv    uuuuaaaagggg    vvvvhhhhvvvv    uuuukkkkhhhhttttaaaa
uuuucccckkkk    iiiiffffkkkkuuuu    ''''tttthhhhaaaaeeee    ttttbbbbhhhhssssssss    ttttrrrryyyyhhhhxxxxnnnn    ttttuuuuvvvv    hhhhffff    hhhhbbbbppppnnnn    ''''cccceeeegggghhhh    kkkkaaaa    wwwwvvvv    ,,,,uuuussssccccgggg    ,,,,bbbbhhhhjjjjccccnnnn    vvvvvvvvuuuuccccdddd
''''ssssttttnnnn    ccccuuuuyyyy    vvvvhhhhvvvv    ttttrrrruuuuccccvvvv    ,,,,uuuussssccccggggkkkk    vvvvzzzz    vvvvkkkkggggnnnn    vvvvhhhhvvvv    oooottttuuuu    '''',,,,uuuuggggrrrrvvvv    ,,,,uuuuuuuutttt,,,,vvvv    kkkkffffkkkk    vvvvbbbbuuuupppp    vvvvhhhhvvvv

    ''''wwwwttttffffuuuuaaaajjjj    lllluuuu,,,,nnnn    ttttkkkktttt    ttttrrrruuuuvvvvbbbb    ,,,,hhhhkkkkwwwwssss    gggguuuusssshhhhffffrmuhw cu,fv rntn ,t arpk ah vzcu
'ihcvk ah f"tu 'wvrhmhwn r,uh vucd okug tuv wvthrcw tkvs 'wlaj trucu 'rut

w-wvrhmhw er vrfzuv wrutw kmt smhfvrrrrmmmmuuuuhhhhvrfzuv wlaujw kmt ukhtu 'wrut 
uw-wvthrcwttttrrrruuuucccc,rrug,naw - lauj ,bhjcc tuva hn hf rtucn tkt 'wlauj 

wv ,sucg ignk vng an,anu unmg kg rcd,nu wrnujv hbhhbgk vuut, uckc
tuva hnn vkgnc r,uh tuv 'cr eaju vuut, og vh,uumn ouheu u,ru, exgc
treba iuhkgv okug ,bhjcc tuv hf 'uz vuut, uckc ,rrug,n tka 'rut ,bhjcc
rucgck hfw cu,fv ihhbg f"d vzu 'wuh,uchcx wudu lauj ,ahw rntba unf wlaujw
vjufna wihsv ,shnw ka oa) woheuktv tc of,t (,unnur,v iuakn-) ,uxb

/"wufu vkgnc r,uh uhv,u wv ,sucg kt v,ut ufpv,a hsf '(uz vuut, ,rrug,n
'watc tuch rat (hrnuj) rcs kfw" 'cu,fv ,t wvbunt hrcswv rtcn z"pku     
vrhcgvk uhkg 'hrnuj rcsk ,rguc vuut, ostv ckc ,rrug,n ratfa 'ubhhv

/"wudu atc urhcg,w - ,ucvk,v og vh,uumn ouheu vru,v exgk

Rabbeinu Azaryah Figo ZT”L (Binah L'itim) would say:

    “Dovid Hamelech said, wlesm hypan runak vnhetu h,gcab" - ‘I swore and fulfilled to keep Your righteous laws.’ Chazal

instruct us that it is worthwhile to take vows to observe the mitzvos in order to give ourselves incentive and motivation to

do so. If so, why are we not concerned that our vows will give rise to ‘Heavenly prosecutors’ who will seek to prevent our

fulfillment, as it says in the Mishna in Avos (2-5): ‘Don’t say when I have the time, I will learn, lest you do not have the

time,’ as there will be Heavenly prosecutors against him (see Rashi, Sanhedrin 26b). Based on this posuk, though, it is

clear. The Torah tells us, ‘A person who makes a vow to Hashem,’ and is sincere for he wishes to do mitzvos, Hashem will

see to it that ‘he shall not violate his word’ and Hashem will ensure that ‘he will do everything that leaves his mouth.’”
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,nab hukhgk ase,bu csb,b
kthjh r"c ctz ohhj rsbx wr
v"cmb, * k"z yrhv ktrah

vnka ovrct wr ,c kjr tahr u,hgru k"z whcuy wr ic rykt ktuna ;xuh ovrct wr ,nab hukhgk lynp: The Bobover Rebbe g"hz, whose yahrzeit is Rosh

Chodesh Av, was a man who devoted his life to helping each

and every Jew. During wartime, and even in times of peace

and prosperity, R’ Shlomo looked out for the welfare of his

fellow Jews. He took the words "aht ubnn sepb tku" - “And not 

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A "TORAH" DAY

"vyhnav rcs vzu" - Selected Halachos of Shmittah (5)

Otzar Beis Din. A Concern. Previously, we explained the
concept of “Otzar Beis Din” which is used in the purchase of
the Arba Minim, including Esrogim, Lulavim, etc. from Eretz

Yisroel. In order to be educated consumers, there are a number
of things that we, the tzibbur, must be aware of. But first, I wish
to air a concern. As explained, the Otzar Beis Din system does
not charge the consumer for the produce itself, but rather for the
labor and expense in bringing it to the consumer. This should
result in lower prices. In 5755, when I was in Eretz Yisroel the

year after a Shmittah, wine from Otzar Beis Din was indeed
being sold at a much cheaper price. However, in many previous
Shmittos, there was perhaps not enough guidance or enforcement
from the Otzar Beis Din (at least according to my observation)
on how the Esrog dealers should price their merchandise. I tried
once, through a Rabbinical body, to rectify this and there was
possibly some improvement. However, in many places, business
and prices were set as usual, which is against the halacha that
prohibits "vrufa" - regular selling of Shmittah fruit.
The Hardship. There is an intrinsic hardship involved. It is
quite difficult for those in charge of the various Otzrei Beis Din,
to accurately determine all the expenses of the overseas
merchants in transport, storage, etc. and to set up the maximum
price for Esrogim. (Also, if we are paying for labor, their should
not be so many types of price categories based on quality and

one man from among us is missing,” to heart. And just as

the soldiers came to Moshe Rabbeinu and offered a sacrifice

of thanksgiving to Hashem for protecting them, R’ Shlomo

offered his entire life to the service of helping, healing and

teaching the children of Hashem - his fellow Yidden.   

`"hily cltyxid jexa x"den z`n 
qhiid cplailw jexa miig zxhr llek y`x 

not on labor.) This hardship is compounded by the fact that many
cities are far away from the port of arrival, and thus, they incur
even more expenses and middlemen. To set a fair price per city is
also not so simple. Another problem is that many of the Esrog

dealers claim that they put in long hours, contend with much
aggravation and risk leaving over much merchandise which
becomes worthless after Yom Tov. They say that it’s just not
worth it to be in the business if they have to charge so much less.
So it might be true that for Otzar Beis Din to function correctly,
the current standard of Esrog pricing is justified.

In Eretz Yisroel. I heard that in Eretz Yisroel this year, some of
the Otzar Beis Din items were actually more expensive than in
previous years. This is because many people would rather just

have produce from outside Eretz Yisroel, which I witnessed
being distributed in large quantities. This decreases the amount of
buyers (and anticipated buyers) from Otzar Beis Din and to keep
this important system going, prices were raised.
A Possible Solution.  The proper way would be for people who
know the “Esrog industry” and understand the economics of
American commerce, to be in contact with Poskim of the Otzrei

Beis Din to figure out if there is a way to price Esrogim (city by
city) in accordance with halacha and still keep the system going.
Note: None of the above is meant to discourage people from
buying Eretz Yisroel Esrogim. Many Gedolim have encouraged
buying from there. One should follow his Rav’s guidance.

Mahara’l M’Prague, R’ Yehudah Loewy ZT”L (Gur Aryeh) would say:

     “Rashi writes: ‘Gilad had many murderers, as it says, ‘Gilad, a city of violence, who lurk to shed blood.’’ The fact that

there were many intentional murderers in Gilad indicates that human life was not valued there. It stands to reason, that

even those who were not murderers tended to be negligent. Thus, there were many unintentional killings there, as well.”

A Wise Man would say:

     “Those who are unable to laugh at themselves leave the job to others.”                             



     We know that the Bais HaMikdash was destroyed with fire. Why fire? Because fire symbolizes anger and hatred. The
burning anger or the burning hatred that one carries in his heart is the cause for almost all the pain and suffering of Klal Yisroel.
Everyone is affected by it and everyone feels it. And if you don’t feel it, then you are not identifying with Klal Yisroel. 
     Chazal tell us (:she tghmn tcc) that only a Jew is called “ADAM”; a gentile is not called ADAM. Why? Because all other
words that mean “Man” can be pluralized. "aht" becomes "ohabt", "rcd" becomes "ohrcd" and even "ost ic" becomes hbc"
"ost. Only ADAM cannot be made plural! Only Klal Yisroel is called ADAM because only Klal Yisroel is ONE PERSON.
It’s not you, me , he and she .... we are all one person! Some of us are the eyes, some of us are the brains, and some of us are
the heart! But the bottom line is that whatever happens to you, happens to me, and if I don’t feel your happiness or your
pain, I am experiencing a major identity crisis! I don’t really know who I am, because in truth I am you and you are me! 
    The fire that destroyed the Bais HaMikdash was a fire of hatred and disconnection; but fire can also be the conduit for
warmth and a burning love for others. Fire can heat up a home, cook a delicious meal - it can even weld metal together! Fire
can destroy and fire can connect. A warm smile and a sincere compliment can light up one’s day. One who has a fire burning
in his heart for ohekt ,crhe (closeness to Hashem) and love for his fellow Jew, will rebuild the Bais HaMikdash with fire. 
    On Tisha B’av, we say the following words in Nachem: “With fire, You set the Bais HaMikdash ablaze and with fire You
will in the future rebuild.” With a burning desire to truly identify as KLAL YISROEL, may we be zoche to see the third
Bais HaMikdash come down from Heaven amidst the passionate fire of love that we create for all our fellow Jews.

 aht ubnn sepb tku ubshc rat vnjknv habt atr ,t utab lhscg(yn-tk)
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    Hashem told Moshe Rabbeinu to designate six "yken hrg" (cities of refuge), to rescue a person who murdered dduac
(accidentally). Here, the murderer was safe from a relative who may wish to avenge the death of his loved one. The posuk
continues that he must stay in this city until the Kohen Gadol - "u,ut jan rat" - “who has been anointed with oil” - passes
away. Rashi quotes the gemara (th ,ufn) which asks: "?hn jan hn" - “Who anointed whom?” The Sifsei Chachamim
explains that from the posuk it seems to indicate that the murderer is the one who anointed the Kohen Gadol! How can this
be? Does it make sense to say that a person found guilty of murder is worthy enough to anoint a Kohen Gadol?
     In truth, no human being or even ihs ,hc can determine how long a murderer will stay in the yken rhg. As we find in the
words of the Seforno when he writes:  ypan vz"lrc,h k-ev"dduav abgha ohba vnf gsuhv  - only Hashem can decide the length
of the accidental killer’s stay. If so, then perhaps we can surmise that the Kohen Gadol was not appointed because of his
worthiness. Maybe the g"acr chose this kohen to become the Kohen Gadol because the amount of years he was given to
live matched exactly to the amount of years that this dduac jmur was sentenced by the Heavenly Court! Based on this, the
pshat is in the posuk  is beautiful. "u,ut jan rat" really means that this accidental killer is the reason why the Kohen Gadol
was anointed, since the years of the Kohen Gadol’s life were exactly equal to the years of the murderer’s Divine sentence!
     My machshava here and the lesson to be learned is that we are not in control of what happens in our lives. Only Hashem
controls our every deed and action and we must have vbunt and iujyc that every moment and event in our life is perfectly
orchestrated and designed for us by v"cev. Only then, will be zoche to a life of "vrnz kueu vsu, vc tmnh vjnau iuaa".

 /// atc urhcg, atc tch rat rcs kf(df-tk)

wudu irvtu van shc o,tcmk ohrmn .rtn utmh rat ktrah hbc hgxn vkt(t-dk) 
     Rashi writes as follows: “These are the journeys of Bnei Yisroel ... Why are these (42) journeys written here? To

inform us of the chessed (kindness) of the Omnipresent, for although He issued a decree to move them about and make

them wander in the desert .... you will find that throughout the thirty-eight years they made only twenty journeys.” My
good friend, Rabbi Dovid Gurwitz Shlit’a, showed me something amazing. Each one of the forty-two journeys that Bnei

Yisroel made are preceded and succeeded with the words "ubjhu /// ugxhu" - “They journeyed ... and they camped.” The
gematria of "ugxhu" is 152, and "ubjhu" is 80. The difference is 72 - the value of the word "sxj" - kindness!
     This week, on the 29

th
 of Tammuz, erev Rosh Chodesh Av, is the yahrtzeit of the great commentator Rabbeinu Shlomo

ben Yitzchok ZT”L, known the world-over by the acronym, Rashi r) ubhcavnkh hejm( . The story of Rashi’s rise to fame is
recounted by Rabbi Nissan Mindel in his biography of Rashi. Rashi was born in the town of Troyes in France (some say in
Worms). His father, R’ Yitzchok, was a great scholar, but very poor. He made a meager living from the sale of wine. Shlomo
was still a youngster when he left home and went to study under the tutelage of great Torah scholars. When he returned home
some eight years later, he was already renowned as a great scholar himself, and was soon elected the Chief Rabbi of Troyes. 
     Rabbeinu Shlomo began to write his famous commentary on Tanach and the Talmud at an early age. At that time, the
Torah was very difficult to understand properly, and the Talmud was even more difficult. Rashi decided to write a
commentary in simple, clear language that would make it easy for everyone to learn and understand the Torah. But Rashi
was very humble, and even after he had become famous far and wide, he hesitated to publicly release his commentary. He
wanted to make sure that it would be favorably received and he didn’t want his name to be associated with it. He decided
to write his explanations of difficult passages on slips of parchment and set out on a two-year journey, visiting various
yeshivos and institutions of Torah study. He traveled around “incognito” never disclosing his identity.
     Rashi would come to a yeshivah and listen to the lecture of the Rosh Yeshivah. There came a difficult passage in the
Talmud, which the Rav struggled to explain to his students - often unsuccessfully. Later, when the room was empty, Rashi
took the slip with his commentary, in which that passage of the Talmud was explained simply and clearly, and placed it
inside the Gemara of the head of the academy. On the following morning, when the Rav opened his Gemara, he found a
mysterious slip of parchment in which the passage of the Talmud was so brilliantly explained that he was amazed. He told
his students about it, and they all decided it must have been sent from Heaven. Rashi listened to their praises of his
commentary and was very happy to know how useful it was to the students, but he did not say that he wrote it.
     He continued visiting various academies of the Torah in various lands and cities, and everywhere he went, he planted
his slips of commentary secretly. The way these slips were received made Rabbeinu Shlomo realize more and more how
necessary they were, and he continued to write his commentaries on the entire Chumash, Navi, and all the Masechtos of
the vast Yam HaTalmud (Sea of the Talmud). These mysterious slips of parchment were happily received, copied and
widely circulated throughout all the Torah academies of the day, even though nobody knew who the author was.
     Finally, though, his anonymity was shattered. On one occasion, Rashi was discovered planting a slip of commentary in
the usual manner, and the secret became known. Immediately, he was acclaimed by all as the great author of the wonderful
commentary. The name “Rashi” became known throughout the world. In every yeshivah, in every Torah school, Rashi’s
commentary was used by young and old, and he opened the eyes of all the Torah scholars. Until this very day, Rashi's
commentary on the Talmud continues to be a key basis for contemporary scholarship and interpretation. Without it, the
Talmud would have remained a closed book. With it, any student who has been introduced to its study by a rebbi can
continue learning on his own, deciphering its language and meaning with the aid of the great Rashi ubhkg idh u,ufz.

  ykenk vktv ohrgv aa vbhhv, ///ktrah hbck
wudu vddac apb vfn kf vna xubk      (uy-vk)

    

ubpyk ohrgu vp ubbenk vbcb itm ,rsd urnthu uhkt uadhu (zy-ck)
    The Medrash says that Bnei Gad and Bnei Reuven were

at fault in their request to live on the other side of the
Yarden, in that they made the "rehg" (primary) into "kpy"
(secondary), and the "kpy" into "rehg". They placed their
possessions before their bodies, worrying about their flocks
before their people. The tribes of Reuven and Gad were
exceedingly wealthy with their abundance of cattle which
they held dearer to them than their own children. For this,
Hashem said, “By your lives, you will not see a sign of

blessing from this property.” Those tribes met with tragedy
when they were exiled prematurely, before the other tribes. 
     R’ Shlomo Ganzfried ZT”L in Kitzur Shulchan Aruch
(t-tfe) discusses the purpose of a fast day: to awaken the
heart to repentance. He then goes on to say that the "rehg" of
the day is not the fasting, but the repentance. Proof of this is  
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found in Sefer Yonah (h-d) where it says: “And Hashem saw

their ways.” The Sages comment that it does not say that
Hashem saw their sackcloth and fasting, but that He saw their

deeds, that they had repented for their evil ways. Fasting
should be viewed only as a preparation for repentance.
     The Kitzur then goes on to say that people who fast but
spend the day involved in frivolous matters “grab onto the

wkpyw and leave the wrehgw.” This is exactly the same criticism
leveled by the Medrash at Bnei Gad and Reuven. There is an
important lesson in this. Firstly, when we read this parsha we
are directly between two important fasts - the 17th of
Tammuz and Tisha B’av. Perhaps the message from the
Kitzur is that we should not be content with going through the
motions of fasting, but instead try to focus on what the day is
really about. Secondly, in life there are always distractions.
However, from the parsha it is clear that one must never lose
sight of his true goals and priorities. (Wisdom Within)

 FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF 
R' GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO

lyn: As the Second World War was coming to an end, the

Bobover Rebbe, R’ Shlomo Halberstam ZT”L traveled

to various besieged cities where he was instrumental in

personally rescuing thousands of Jewish refugees as well as

providing Jewish burials for the many bodies that were

found. He hid for six weeks in Budapest and then reached

Romania, all the while saving lives and risking his own. 

    One of R’ Shlomo’s charges came down with a double

case of pneumonia. The only cure possible was the newly

invented penicillin, only available in limited quantity. R’

Shlomo

Shlomo was able to acquire half of the prescribed amount.

He was told that the local bishop would have access to more

penicillin through the Red Cross. Without hesitation, he

stealthily arrived at the Bishop’s door, announcing to the

butler that Rabbi Halberstam humbly requested an audience. 

    When the bishop heard who was at the door, he ran to

receive him, asking in fluent Yiddish, “Who of the Divrei

Chaim’s family is here?” The Bishop, a Jew who had

assumed the office as a disguise, gladly assisted a descendent

of the Divrei Chaim and secured the necessary penicillin.


