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The name 3w is spelled with a double w7, however the second one
is not pronounced in many circles and remains silent, belonging to the
category of letters which are 1 p N9V 23057 - "Written but not read.”

The Chasam Sofer, R' Moshe Sofer ZT"L gives a fascinating insight
into the reason for the silent »w». The root of the name 15w comes from
the word ow» - “reward”, and Leah saw in the birth of her fifth son, a
reward for two actions. One: '»¢ND SNNOY NN AWK MOV DYPHN N -
"Hashem has rewarded me for giving my handmaid to my husband." The
second: "2 NTYVIA TPNIOV DV ! - “For you are a reward for the
wildflowers of my s21." In both cases, giving her handmaid and exchanging
the wildflowers, the word "5 appears. However, mentioning the second
reward would have been unseemly for Leah, since it did carry a seemingly
disparaging implication that Rochel surrendered her rights to her husband
just for a bunch of flowers. Merely hinting at the entire scenario of the
o>NTYT would seem to make Leah guilty of "deriving glory from another
person's downfall”, and as such, she would be deprived of her share in the
World to Come. Therefore, Leah kept the reason of the wildflowers to
herself, anouncing only the first reward. Hence, the second #¥” in the name
QoW remains silent.
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Rabbcinu Asher ZT"L (The Ro"sh) would say:
"Be careful not to get angry easily at others and not to react harshly with
them. A person who is not careful in these matters gathers enemies."

A perceptive man once said:

"Heaven is where the police are British, the cooks are French, the
mechanics German, the clothiers Italian and it's all organized by the Swiss.
Hell is where the chefs are British, the mechanics French, the clothier's
Swiss, the police German and it's all organized by the Italians!"

R' Yerucham Levovitz ZT"L would say:
"Every person deeply desires to be treated with respect. Just listen
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How is it possible to stand in prayer in face of that? In the end, it is
unlikely that we truly succeeded in replacing the oxen of the korbonos -
sacrifices, with our prayers. What did the chassidim discover to remedy
the problem, and to battle against the ploys of the Yerzer Hara? After the
Prayer, the chassidim sit together, raise their glasses in L'Chayim, and
pour out their hearts in blessing. 'Yankele, you should find a proper
shidduch for your dayghter,' exclaims one. 'Beryl, your business should
have customers like the eyes on a potato,' exclaims another. The Yetzer
Hara, seeing them eating and drinking, concludes that for the meantime
their prayer is indeed finished, and he joyfully retires for the morning."

The Rizhiner looked at his detractors. "When Jews gather together to
say L'Chayim, and in the absence of the Yetzer Hara they begin to bless
one another from the depths of their hearts, that is the real Tefillah, and it
goes straight to the heart of the Master of the World!"
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Why does the posuk add the words "5aN5" - "to eat” and mw1adH» - "o
wear"? Is there any other purpose for bread or reason for clothes?

Explains R' Yehoshua of Galanta ZT"L, we know that through the
actions involved in performing the Korbonos - sacrifices, in the Beis
Hamikdosh, all manner of good things were bestowed upon Israel. The
bread placed on the golden table would bring bread; the sacrifices, meat.
And likewise the dressing of the kohen gadol - High Priest, in the 8 types
of clothes was in order to bring clothes to the Jewish people. The same is
the case with Tzaddikim and their actions. They bring down into this world
all kinds of good things when they do various actions in this world.

While Yaakov was in the house of his father, he was on the level of
being able to bestow goodness to this world by his actions. However when
he had to flee to Charan, he was afraid that he would fall from this level
and he would end up eating only for himself. Therefore he prayed for
bread, "fo eat” - in order that others should have to eat. And for clothes,
“to wear" - so that others would have what to wear. The same should be
with us. When one prays for Heavenly assistance, he skould consider,
“clothes to wear" on the same level as, "to dress up in the clothes” that is
said with regards to the Kohen Gadol, from where we see that man has the
ability to bestow Heavenly blessing onto this world.
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The town of Sanek was once priveleged to host the grear Rizhiner
Rebbe, R' Yisroel ZT"L, during one of his travels. Of course, everybody
came out to greet him since his reputation as a tzaddik preceded him
wherever he went. Among those who came out to greet R' Yisroel were
some Jews who were not adherents of the Chassidic path. These
Misnagdim - opponents, decided to vent their hostility on R' Yisroel.

"It is very difficult for us to understand," they began when given the
chance to speak to the rebbe. "Our custom is to rise well before the break
of dawn, and pray the morning prayer at sunrise. After we finish praying,
we remain for some time in shul, and we learn Chumash and Mishnayos
before we leave. Even as we put away the Tallis and Tefillin we learn
chapters by memory from the Tanach. For this behavior we are labeled
Misnagdim?! But you chassidim, your way is to pray the morning prayer
long after the prescribed time for doing so, and immediately after the
prayer, instead of dedicating time for study, you bring out cake and
brandy, and sit together drinking, eating and singing. For this you are
called pious chassidim?! It seems to be quite the opposite."

The Rizhiner smiled and answered them. "I will tell you the real reason
for our way of praying and the secret of a L'Chayim. When a man stands in
prayer before his Creator, the Yetzer Hara wants nothing more than to
confuse him and introduce all manner of strange thoughts into his head.
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