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1) bjﬂ ﬂ ‘1 13-] o We see that Yaakov Avinu was not motivated by any personal agenda,
J | when appropriating the Berachos of his father that were meant for Esav.
A Ska'arei Tefillah Publication His 1ngther, Rivkah', all but physically forced him to enter. his father's tent
) to receive the blessings. Actually, Yaakov was charged with a holy
29 ®arker Blvd. Monsey, NV 10952 - | mission - to rescue the Berachos from his unworthy brother. Why then
.| was Yaakov held accountable for Esav's suffering?
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NOVEMBER 13,1999 9”7 )9035 ’4 | coming of Yaakov was in that he did not feel sufficiently anguished that
| Esav had to suffer. It was impossible for Esav to be allowed to keep the
creererees MY YT 59Y J || "02 - birthright. Nevertheless, Yaakov should have empathized to a
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! P | scrutinized and perhaps there were not enough of them, or perhaps they
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| permissable is necessary."

: "Displaying one's silver items is M) - vanity. However, displaying
| silver-plated items is not just Ga'avah, but Vpv - falsehood too!"

| R Iizele of Petersburg ZT"L would say:

| "Inbusiness, a person's profit may exceed the effort invested, or it may
|| be less. In spiritual matters, the yield is exactly equal to the amount of

| effort expended!"
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need was there for these bells and this particular method to herald the
presence of the Kohen Gadol? Would it not have been sufficient for the
High Priest to daven in a loud voice, and thereby alert everyone that he
was present?"

The man looked at R' Chaim with a poor excuse for a hurt look. "But I
could not contain myself, Rebbi," he blurted out defensively, not daring to
miss the point, "I was so deeply engrossed in my davening that I didn't
even realize I was crying in my prayer!"

R' Chaim smiled as he softly took hold of the man's arm and led him
away. "Look at the way our great forefathers davened to Hashem. Learn
from the manner in which our father Yitzchok and our mother Rivkah
davened." R' Chaim stopped and looked intently at the man who had
bowed his head. "What the Torah is telling us, is that we must learn how
to cry in silence!"

TORAH GEMS

Chazal explain that from this Posuk we see that Hashem answered
only Yitzchok's prayers and not Rivkah. The reason being that the prayers
of a tzaddik, who is the son of a Tzaddik - like Yitzchok, is more effective
than that of a Tzaddik whose father is a wicked man - like Rivkah.

However, we find the opposite in many Halachic queries. For instance,
when a community appoints a chazzan, should preference be given to a
self-taught, pious man, or one of great Rabbinic ancestry? The Ro"'sh in
his responsa answers that, "there is no benefit in a person's superior
lineage. It is much better to appoint one who has been distant." This
decision seems to contravene the previous statement of Chazal that it is
greater the prayers of a Tzaddik with righteous lineage.

The Ma'"harshal, R' Shloime Luria ZT"L, suggests the following
reconciliation: The prayers of a 7zaddik who is, himself, the son of a
Tzaddik is more productive when he prays on his own behalf, for then, the
merit of his ancestors, aids him. In praying for others, the opposite holds
true, for Hashem much prefers the prayers of those who turn away from
the evil deeds of their fathers, to walk in the path of righteousness.
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Chazal tell us that Yitzchok and Rivkah stood in opposite corners of
their room and silently poured out their hearts to Hashem, to bless them

| with children. These 252w M>%am - prayers of the heart were only

answered in Yitzchok's case, because he was the son of a Tzaddik, even
though Rivkah's m>>on were no less heartfelt.

R' Chaim Soloveitchik ZT"L once noticed a man praying, shouting
the words at the top of his voice. Indeed, sometimes a person's fervor and
emotion in prayer become so intense that one is overwhelmed and the
words emerge with a loudness characteristic of someone who screams in
pain or emits a shout of joy. In this instance, however, R’ Chaim detected
that this performance was nothing more than an act with much noise, but
nowhere near the M - concentration, that was appropriate.

He felt it necessary to rescue the man from his own improper
intentions, so he gently approached him with the following question.

| "The Torah states that on the vestments of the Koken Gadol, there were
| bells, so that when he entered the w1pnn ™2 - the holy sanctuary, his

movements would be heard by all those present. The question is: What
itk Mutnchi datt—"—
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