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Halacha L'maaseh: Horav Boruch Hirschfeld Shlit'a
LISTENING TO THE CALL OF THE SHOFAR

- Rav D'khal Ahavas Yisroel, Cleveland Heights, Ohio
Relevant Halachos to properly observe the Mitzvah
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back. Please take it." Leibel Weissfinger paled. Indeed, he was white as a ghost - for it was none other
than his father's shofar! Leibel eventually was reunited with his brother Shimon and together they cried
tears of joy as they shared the long-lost shofar. Such are the mysterious ways of Divine Providence.
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The gemara (:ze &3U& Uag) states: "There are
three types of people who come for judgment on
the Day of Judgment: Tzaddikim (the righteous),
Benoni'im (the average), and Resha'im (the
wicked)." Tosefos there adds "Every man is judged
dead.” We can understand that a person is judged
at the end of every year and at the end of his life.
Yet it is difficult to comprehend why a person
should be judged again at techiyas hamesim, if he
was already judged at the end of his life. What
good or evil could he have done after his death?

R' Aharon Kotler ZT"L explains: Every year
each person cries his eyes out on the Yom Hadin
hoping and praying that his merits borne of the
good deeds of the previous year will keep him in
good stead for the coming year's judgement. This
continues until the end of one's life. However, in
truth, it doesn't really end there. Rashi is still
learning Chumash and Gemara with us and is still
teaching us. His influence lives on, and his
zechusim and spiritual merits grow. A person's
record does not end when he dies. It depends on
the fruits of his labors, how much good he has
accomplished and how much the world has
benefited from those deeds. The influences, both
good and evil, that remain after one's life are part
of his judgment. Thus, before the eventual
resurrection at the advent of the glorious time of
Moshiach, each and every person will once again
be judged for his everlasting achievements; the
legacy that he has imparted to the world. One must
prepare himself for this judgement as well.
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On this awesome Day of Judgement, we look
for any means by which to defend our actions and
merit a year of peace and happiness.

R' Elimelech of Lizhensk ZT"L quotes the
gemara (.€ TeLAAE+): T38a &03+€ épdo 440 ada+a 1é
dT001 - Whoever acquires a Jewish servant,
acquires a master for himself. The reason being
that a master may not just benefit from the work of
his servant; he must ensure his servant's welfare by
providing for him fully - feeding him and seeing to
all of his needs, as the posuk states "€T0 al 4ié ¢6"
(re-de aaw) - "For it is good for him with you."

Thus, Hashem, who has "acquired His servants
in judgement” must take pity on His people. As per
the halacha, He is required to see to the provisions
of the Jewish people and to their continued well-
being throughout the coming year.
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Rashi (.2 &u& Uag) explains that the reason
why the Torah commands us to blow the shofar
(160=40) and also to sound the shofar (160égT) is to
confound the Satan, who, when he will see how the
Jews perform the mitzvos with an intense love, will
be unable to speak his negative words.

R' Akiva Eiger ZT"L explains: Chazal tell us
that Udédeee 41 TéUOd (idddde adaaT aadud -
Repentance out of love will turn sins into merits.
Thus, when the Satan will see how the Jewish
people are performing Hashem's commandments
with such an intense love, he will not want to talk
about all of their inequities in front of the Heavenly
Court, since by doing so he will then turn all of
those sins that he wishes to prosecute against the
Jewish people, into merits on their behalf!
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Every year on Rosh Hashanah, hundreds of Jews in the Old City of Yerushalayim would flock to the
shul of R' Yoel Chaim Weissfinger ZT"L for the unique experience of hearing him sound the shofar.
When R' Yoel Chaim passed away a few days after Yom Kippur 5674 (1913), he left behind two sons,
Shimon and Leibel. But which one should inherit their father's prized shofar, and along with it, the honor
of blowing it in shu/? In the end, Leibel, the younger brother who was a respected Torah scholar,
inherited the prized shofar, while Shimon, the eldest son, inherited the small grocery store his father had
owned. Shimon eventually sold the store, moved to America and became a wealthy man.

A few years later, war broke out between the English and the Ottoman Turks in the Holy Land. Leibel
unfortunately was arrested by Turkish soldiers, thrown into jail, and deported to Egypt. When Shimon
learned what had happened to his brother he immediately set sail for Egypt, located him and had him
freed. He then gave Shimon a large sum of money, which enabled him to return home and get back on his
feet. On the day Shimon was to return to America, Leibel, overcome by emotion, presented his older
brother with their father's shofar as a token of his gratitude. Shimon was very touched, and the whole way
home he guarded the treasured object and never let it out of his sight. But when he went to show it to his
friends and family he almost fainted: it was not there! The ancient shofar had somehow disappeared.

Years passed, and due to financial constraints Leibel and his family emigrated to Poland, where he
found a position as Rabbi in a small village. Perhaps, he hoped and prayed, his worries were over. But
such was not to be, as the Second World War soon erupted. Over the next few years Leibel endured the
tortures of the Holocaust, but miraculously survived. When the War ended he spent several years
wandering from one D.P. camp to the next, hoping to eventually return to Israel.

One Rosh Hashanah eve the group of Jewish refugees with whom he was traveling found themselves
at the home of a kindly Italian farmer who agreed to let the group stay over Yom Tov. The refugees were
saddened by the fact that they had no shofar, but then something unusual happened: the old Italian farmer
had something important to tell them.

"Many years ago [ was a crew member on a ship that sailed from Palestine to America. One of the
passengers was a wealthy American Jew, who held on to a small package the whole time as if guarding a
great treasure. When the ship docked in America it was a tumultuous scene, and I'm ashamed to say that I
seized the opportunity to steal it. But I was very disappointed when I opened it up because all it contained
was this strange-looking thing ..." The farmer then withdrew a very old shofar from its case. "I know that
this is some kind of Jewish object, and for years I've been hoping to meet some Jews so I could give it
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