
ufrs ,t rac kf ,hjav hf v,jab vbvu .rtv ,t ohvkt trhu
 .rtv kg(ch-u)uhkg ohdhgknv hbpn auch kt - 

     tuhrcsn/ ibhn ibhtak iheezb ;ugu vhj vnvc ukhpt 'rac kf ,hjav hf h"ar
sg otyj v,hv vcr hf 'rusv u,ut hbc uhv ohkekuen vnf sg ihcvk ubt ohkufh ukt
vthrcv kfc ,hkkf v,jav lfc unrdu 'okugv omg kg vgr vhyb ughpav v,njna
,t ujhrfv vzcu 'grv rmh ovc lhha tka ohbhnv od u,hjav v,njna sg 'vkuf
,t vag hf wv ojbhu (u 'u) khgk rntba unf 'ubumrn tka uhsh vagn sctk vwwcev
/fwwg 'uhsh vagn isct kg kct,b :arhp cmg,hu vwws hwwarcu 'uck kt cmg,hu ostv

/o,ugarc r,uhc ohdkpun uhva ohtur hrv
hrcs ov ohgush hrva 'jb ka u,uesm ksud kg ,menc sungk ubt ohkufh itfnu     

oooowwwwwwwwccccnnnnrrrrvvvvurhg habt ,gs rjt lanb ,uhvk ost ka ufrsa (u erp ,ugs ,ufkv) 
rcsv omg tkt 'vgr ka gcy ovhagnc ohnrud tk ot ;t tuv vz kfu /u,bhsnu
/o,unf rucxku cuajk ostv kg ghpan thv ',nhuxn vghs rjt ohyub unuen hbca
ovhagn sckn rat 'urus hbc kf sdb vrucdcu zugc jb uk sng itf ukhtu
kgp,v tk if hp kg ;tu 'vthrcv ,ukkf kg uwwj vgrk vhyb od unrd ohkekuenv
'vgsk ohjt oua jbk uk vhv tk /ovhagnn ordba ohgrv ,ujufvnu o,gsn kkf
oa hta ojb,vk u,kufhc vhv sug vzf cmnca 'sckc urhg hbcc itf rcusn vhv tk
'u,buntc urusc vhv ann shjh tkt 'u,unf utruc ,t rhfnv hn ht tmnb sug
 /kc, huume kfc zugc kgpa v,javv orz kun 'u,unhn,c ezj,vk lhrm vhv unmgcu
jhkmv od tkt 'u,uesmc sungk jhkmva er tk 'kfv ;rja tuv tkpk lt     
ohhutr uhv tk 'ohehsm ov od uhva tkuk hf 'uhfrsc ov od usgmha uhbc ck ,uyvk
ovnu 'o,hc ,t ohevk ovn rmcb tk 'iunvv hbhgc vrzunv o,dvbv ;t kgu 'kmbhvk
vk iht ,rzun vdvbv hf ,b,ub ,gsva ;t kga ubhhvu /kucnv rjt okugv ,,auv
lkv,vk zg ubumr vhva rjtn n"n 'vn ,shnc vejrv ,nrud vnuhe ,gc odu 'ouhe
 /ovh,uhfrymv rtac oekj grdb tku 'uhrjt uhbcc od rcsv lanbu vfz 'ohektv ot
u,cujn ostv ,t gubnk vnhznc tc ohngpk rat 'grv rmhk vcua, itfnu     
,dvbvn vbua vdvbv thv ,wwhav iumra ,b,ub ,gsva ;t kga 'iguyu 'unkugc
hbhgc iukeku dgkk vhvh zt hf 'uzf vdvbv hutr ubht ,uthmnv rutk ouen kfn 'iunvv
rcs ka u,hntk lt /usxpvc urfa tmhh lfn vtmu,fu 'okuf uvuejrh v,njnu 'kf
'gr kf uk vbuth tk 'ohnak er u,buuf ift ota ,gsk ostv kgu 'uhpc ,nt iht
ost ihta 'hk ugna 'tuv lurc ausev rnt :kwwvzc (v 's vcr ohrcs) arsnc tcunfu
cyhv ibuc,vk uhkg kyun 'ostv ckc vz ihgn aaj xbfbaf if kgu /shxpnu hk gnua
'rmhv ,nhzn ot hf vbhta ut 'uz vbgyc ,nt ah otv 'ubhrmk ot v,t ubkv
unmg ;ufh 'rmhv ,nhznn thva sm aha ihchafu 'urmuhk u,cuj ohhekn ugh,rvk

 /okugc rcs ouan aujh tku trhh tku ',unumg,cu zugc usdb rcd,vk
iufbu cuy rcs uvz otc /ost hbcn kkf kgp,vk tka wv ,sucgc kusd kkf uvzu    
;tu 'okugc rcs ouan kgp,vk iht 'vausev ub,ru, ,s h"pg ,ntc ,uagk lhrm ifa

 

 wudu uh,urusc vhv ohn, ehsm aht jb jb ,usku, vkt (y-u)
wuh,urusc vhv ohn, ehsm aht jbw ohkhnv ,buuf ruthc -

    kc, rpxc ''''kkkk""""mmmmzzzz    hhhhwwwwddddttttkkkkpppp    oooohhhhhhhhjjjj    hhhhccccrrrrkkkk))))    wwwwoooohhhhhhhhjjjjkkkk    llllhhhhssssgggguuuunnnn    ,,,,ffffrrrrccccwwww;ux 'wc  ekj 
wcegh iuhgwc arhp vbv" '(wufu ;uxc cu,fv ,buuf uvzu v"s kusdv ,cak wc aurs
l,jb jb kg ;t 'ktgnah hcr hcs tb,w '(/j"e ihrsvbx) trndv hrcs ,buuf ,t
hbhgc ij tmn jbu o,hag hf h,njhbw rntba 'wv hbhgc ij tmna tkt 'ihsv rzd
;tw 'wcegh iuhgwc arhpu 'wahrs ihfunx - jbu oh,hag hf h,njhbw h"ar c,fu 'wv
jbk wv lhrmv tngy htvnu - wv hbhgc ij tmna tkt ihsv rzd o,jb jb kg
iuugc ,me kafb tuv oda tkt 'uhbpk vkmvu juur vcrv tkvu 'vch,v ,uagk

/"wufu hj kf khmvk ohcr hfrm vhva vch,v vag 'ohcrv kzd kg rpfk hsfu 'kzd
      ihsv rzd o,jb jb kg ;t lfks 'k"h suguw ',pxub lrsc arhpa oa ihhughu)

unf 'ohgru ohcuy ,druvu okugk vtc thxunkrsbta iuhf 'gar vhv tka p"gt
hrcsc ihhughu] 'wij ,uthmnk lrmuv if kgu '[wufu .e v"s d"h wu ,hatrc] h"arpa

kkkk""""mmmmzzzz    eeeehhhhmmmmhhhhuuuuuuuuttttkkkkttttxxxx    hhhhuuuukkkkvvvv    ccccttttzzzz    eeeejjjjmmmmhhhh    rrrr""""ddddvvvvvbvw ',hahka lrsc arhpa 'varpv ahr 
 c,foooo""""ccccnnnnrrrrvvvvuk ah ostv hbcn sjtu sjt kfa '{wcu t"v vcua, wkvn wd erp} 

,urh,h uh,ubuuga hnu 'ehsm tuv uh,ubuug kg ,urh,h uh,uhufza hnu ',ubuugu ,uhufz
uhv ot 'vbhsnv ifu 'hbubhc tuv vmjnk vmjn tuv otu 'gar tuv uh,uhufz kg
ukuf okugv kf ifu 'wufu ,esm thv hrv ivh,ubuug kg ,ucurn vhcauh kf ,uhufz
vbhsn ifu 'wufu ugarc ,n tuv shn uh,uhufz kg ,ucurn uh,ubuuga ostu 'wufu
ivh,ubuug uhv ot 'ukuf okugv kf ifu 'wufu ,scut thv shn ,ucurn vh,ubuuga

/wudu ostv ,gr vcr hf wv trhuw rntba ih,jab iv shn ivh,uhufzn ,ucurn
'shn ih,jab ova ivh,uhufzn ,ucurn ivh,ubuuga okugc ut vbhsnc vbvu     
iuhf 'ovng ,jab uh,ubuug kg ,ucurn uh,uhufza rund ubhta ehsmv od hrv
og iushb lfhpku 'ukuf okugv ka ,ubuugv huchrk ,uprymn uh,ubuug yughna
uprmk ouen ihtu 'kkf ,ubuug uk ihta rund ehsm hcdk f"tan 'ukuf okugv
;tw - /j"e ihrsvbxc trndv hrcs ,buuf arpk ah z"pku /ukuf okugv ka ihsk
l,jb {ukuf okugv ka ihsk uprmk ouen vhvu 'rund ubhta ehsm vhva} jb kg

/(["wv hbhgc ij tmna tkt 'ihsv rzd
rnts vn kg vhrn vhk hras tbhnt 'ubnn vjhkxvu vkhjnv ,aec rjtu       
'ubhhvu) wuh,urusc vhv ohn, ehsm aht jbw uhkg shgn cu,fva rjt 'jb kg hfv

 arhpu '(uh,urus habt ,ubuugc kkf kafb tka;;;;xxxxuuuuhhhh    iiiihhhhgggg    uuuurrrrppppxxxxcccc    hhhhbbbbeeeezzzz    iiiirrrrnnnn    ccccrrrrvvvv
vza urus habt ka kzdv sdbuw 'wufu cyhv icuh vzcu v"s jb ,arpk wc aurs
ohn,w rnt 'kzdu xnj ka iurxhj vzc vz ohturu uxnj kg vzu uxnj kg egum
xnja uhkg egma urus habtn ost vhv tka 'wuh,urusc vhv [iurxhj tkk-]

                                                    /"wufu kzdu xnj ka iurxhj uc vtru ubnn
rusj vz jf /,ukgp,v oua tkc uka ,ntv vagh tuv 'usdbf okugv kf vhvh ot

/hshjh wkn '"hsuvh" treb tuv uz vshn oa kgu hsuvh aht ka uhputu ugcy ,uthmnc 

"vc,k vag, rvm" - “A window you shall make for the Ark.” The posuk uses the word "vc,k" to refer to “the ark” that

Noach built, but homiletically, "vch," can also mean “word” - referring to the words of Tefillah, prayer, that a Yid says

three times a day. "rvm" means “brightness” or a shining luster, similar to the word "ohrvm" which reflects the shine of the

bright afternoon sun. Indeed, when a person pours out his heart in prayer to Hashem, he should make sure to pronounce

each and every word with his full heart and total concentration, so that his prayers will shine like the sun. 

     Interestingly, three words - vrm 'rvm' vmr - are all comprised of the same letters and it occurred to me that the similarity

in these words teaches us that if a person’s tefillos shine brightly to Hashem, it can have the immediate effect of changing

his vrm (pain)  to vmr (appeasement) in the form of a plea, “Hashem, please help me.” As we say in bentching on Shabbos,

"vmr"vrm tv, tka /// ubheukt wv  - We ask Hashem that He should be "vmr" - “appeased” in order that there should not be any

"vrm" - “suffering.” The "rvm" - “brightness” of our tefillos can change our situation and answer all of our prayers, and

thus, we recite the tefillah of "vmr"/// ktrah lngc ubhekt wv  three times a day in Shemona Esrai, to further signify the yuj"
"akuanv (three-fold chain) of these three aspects of prayer. May Hashem bentch us with d 'ybuzgb ',jpvxbr  and shidduchim

in this new year of v"ga, - , tva ,bg  hcbvipd .

s"uh vcua, hfrs (4) y:dh (3) wx inhx (2) sh:tf c"n (1)
(7) tm, hf ,arp rat ,jbn ihhg (6) c :vpe, (5) tf:yh

uy:d j"ut ,sv hrehg 'zk:jh t"shjvk ihg cuy
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wagging their tails docilely, not harming a hair on his head!

lynp: After Noach and his family emerged from the ark,

a new reality took effect in the world. Hashem decreed

that since every living creature owed their lives to Noach,

they were to subjugate themselves to their savior, even for  

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A "TORAH" DAY

"ause lhbjn vhvu" - Keeping the Jewish Camp Holy (24)

Performing Mitzvos in an Unclean Place. (cont.) Previously,
we mentioned the discussion of the Poskim regarding fulfilling a
mitzvah in an unclean place like a bath house or toilet. We
concluded that indeed, two types of mitzvos are permitted. 

Mitzvos that one does to another Jew (urhcjk ost ihc) and are
done without a beracha, like 'ohsxj ,ukhnd 'ct suchf 'vtukv
vshct ,cav, and can be performed in such unclean places. 
Mitzvos that are done “just” as a  rh,n - to take off an issur,
like shechitah, etc., are permitted as long as the beracha is

not made there. The question remained regarding performing
a mitzvah like Shofar or Lulav (without a beracha).

Possible Proof from Tzitzis. The Mishna Berura writes (1) that
although according to strict halacha one can wear a Talis Gadol

(Kittel and Gartel too) into a bathroom, it is preferable not to do
so, since it is a garment worn specifically for Tefillah. From this
it is clear that one can wear a Talis Katan into a bathroom, like
we all do, since it is worn all day, not just for davening, and while
it is on his body, he is definitely fulfilling the mitzvah of wearing
Tzitzis. However, one might make the following arguments:

While in a bathroom, one has an “automatic” intention not to
fulfill the mitzvah. This might not hold ground, though, since
the Biur Halacha (2) holds that if one does this he  transgresses
an aveirah of wearing a four-cornered garment without Tzitzis. 

  CONCEPTS IN AVODAS HALEV

FROM R’ CHAIM YOSEF KOFMAN

1)

2)

1)

the purposes of food. But in order for an animal to recognize

the superiority of a human being, the person must behave as

true "ohekt okm" - a holy and virtuous image of Hashem.

When a Jew reaches this level, no animal -  no matter how

wild or crazed - will have any control or power over him.

`"hily cltyxid jexa d"en z`n 
qhiid cplailw jexa miig zxhr llek y`x 

Tzitzis is “only” a rh,n to wear a four-cornered garment,
similar to shechitah mentioned above. However, this
argument too, does not hold ground, as the Mishna Berura (3)

holds that Tzitzis is not a rh,n to wear the garment, but rather
a mitzvah to perform once he is wearing the garment.
Tzitzis is not such a “holy” mitzvah since it is not an absolute
obligation. It is only an obligation after one chooses to wear a
four-cornered garment. This is known as a  ,hnuhe vumn (4). 
The mitzvah of Tzitzis is being performed without any special
mitzvah-act. It just sits on his body. For such a passive
mitzvah it might not be shameful to do it in a bathroom.  

Conclusion from Shofar. The Biur Halacha (5) brings from the
Magen Avraham and Mateh Efraim that if one is blowing
shofar and starts to urinate, he must stop. Perhaps, he says, the
need to have in mind to fulfill Mitzvas Shofar is like thinking
Torah thoughts. But this is hard to digest because that intention
has been fulfilled with a one-second thought even before he starts
the mitzvah, and is also not actual thoughts of Torah learning but
a simple intention to do the mitzvah (6). The Biur Halacha

concludes that the M”A seems to hold that it is despising a mitzvah

to fulfill it with urine there. It might be similar to the halacha that
one is not permitted to cover blood (osv huxhf) by kicking the
earth over it with his feet. However, the Chida and Ikrei Hadat

rule that it’s r,un to perform a mitzvah in an unclean place (7).

2)

3)

4)
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A Wise Man would say:
     “Sometimes you find yourself in the middle of nowhere, and sometimes in the middle of nowhere you find yourself.”   



 //// jb lkv,v ohektv ,t uh,rsc vhv ohn,(y-u)
    Rashi cites the contrast between Noach and Avraham. Noach was a Tzaddik who “walked with Hashem,” while
Avraham “walked before Me (Hashem).” What is the difference? R’ Ezriel Tauber Shlit’a says that one who “walks with

Hashem” is akin to a very loyal and dedicated employee. He does whatever his boss tells him to do. He does it carefully and
scrupulously - but he doesn’t do more than that! Noach “walked with Hashem” - he did only what Hashem told him to do,
no more no less. Avraham, was not a simple associate - he was a partner! Avraham, “walked before Hashem.” He carved
out a new path. He independently “raised the bar” in his relationship with Hashem, as well as his relationships with others.
He didn’t just follow the rules; he opened his heart and his mind to uncover the greatness in himself, to realize the gifts

Hashem gave him, to help people discover their own individual greatness, and to form a real bond of love with Hashem.
     This is a question that every person must ask himself: Am I an employee or a partner with Hashem? This was the test given
to Adam HaRishon. He was put on this world as an employee with the opportunity to raise himself to “partner status”  - but he

failed! Noach was a terrific associate, but he too, never “made partner”!  Ten generations later, Avraham Avinu, picked up all
the pieces and earned for himself and all future generations of Jews a permanent partnership with Hashem with all the
privileges and responsibilities that go with it. We are partners with the Creator of the World. These are our privileges. We must

avoid the repercussions of not upholding our end of the partnership! May we merit to “walk before Hashem” in all that we do!

 wudu ub,b ofshc ohv hds kfcu vnstv anr, rat kfc ohnav ;ug kf kgu .rtv ,hj kf kg vhvh of,ju oftrunu(c-y)
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 wudu .rtv kf hbp kg wv omhpv oanu .rtv kf ,pa wv kkc oa hf kcc vna tre if kg(y-th)
     For centuries, the great Torah academies of Bavel (Babylonia), birthplace of the Talmud, were the center of Jewish life.
Although numerous Jewish communities were located throughout the civilized world, many if not most of them, were a
long way from Bavel, both physically and religiously. It took almost a year for questions of Jewish law to reach Bavel and
then almost a year for the answer to come back. Most outlying communities were not equipped with their own scholars

and thus, were unable to grow, expand or flourish unless they could somehow end their dependency on Babylonian Jewry
and the rabbinate of the Gaonim. Notwithstanding this fact, the yeshivos of Bavel toward the end of the 10th century, faced
a serious economic crisis, and were on the brink of extinction, unless drastic measures were taken. With little choice, they
adopted the time-honored formula of sending fundraisers overseas. And because the situation was so desperate, they did
not just send out any collectors. They sent the heads of four of the top yeshivos themselves, along with their wives and
families. Their names were: Rabbeinu Shmaryahu ben Elchanan ZT”L, Rabbeinu Chushiel ZT”L (father of
Rabbeinu Chananel ZT”L), and Rabbeinu Moshe ZT”L (father of Rabbeinu Chanoch ZT”L). The fourth man is
widely believed to be anonymous, although some sources say it was a descendant of Rabbeinu Nosson HaBavli ZT”L.
     The four great rabbis set out together, but in those times, the Mediterranean Sea was a dangerous place. Aside from storms
and the uncertain fate of ships, pirates abounded. Not only did these pirates look for booty, they looked for people whom they
could kidnap and sell on the slave market. The pirates knew that if they could capture Jews, especially prominent Jews, they
could collect a great ransom as redeeming the kidnapped is one of the primary mitzvos of the Torah. Thus, they were always

on the lookout, with spies and informers. When they were told that four great rabbis were traveling on the same ship, they
made their move. Not more than two or three days out of port, the ship - and consequently, the great rabbis - were captured.
         The rabbis were brought to the slave markets in Alexandria, Egypt, where Rabbeinu Shmaryahu was ransomed. But
the pirates were unable to get a high enough price for all four rabbis, so the remaining captives were brought west to the
slave markets of Tunis and Fez. There were Jews there, but they were never able to attract great rabbinic leadership. Now,
these Jews saw a golden opportunity, and struck a deal. They would ransom one rabbi if he agreed to stay in North Africa
and build up the fledgling Jewish community. Rabbeinu Chushiel and his son Rabbeinu Chananel agreed. The pirates
moved on and arrived at the large slave market of Cordova, Spain. There, Rabbeinu Moshe was ransomed, though
according to the legend, his wife threw herself into the Mediterranean and drowned rather than submit to the advances of
the pirate leader, Ibn Rumahis. The fourth rabbi was later sold off in Sicily, Italy, however, according to one account, a
small group of French Jews put up a lot of money to redeem this descendant of Rabbeinu Nosson HaBavli on the
condition that he come and start a yeshivah in their community in France - which he did.
     Rabbeinu Shmaryahu moved from Alexandria to Fostat (old Cairo), where he accepted the title of chief rabbi out of
gratitude to the Jews of Egypt for redeeming him, thus breathing new life into the ancient community. Rabbeinu Chushiel
settled in Kirouwan, Tunisia, where he commenced the chain of great North African Torah scholars, including Rabbeinu

Nissim ZT”L and his son Rabbeinu Chananel, who taught Rabbeinu Yitzchok Alfasi ZT”L (Rif). Rabbeinu Moshe
mourned the death of his noble wife and settled in Cordova, Spain. The resident chief rabbi, Rabbi Nissin, vacated his post
and insisted that Rabbeinu Moshe take over as new chief rabbi. He nurtured many great students such as Rabbi Yehudah

HaLevi ZT”L, Ri Migash, Rabbeinu Maimon ZT”L and the Rambam himself. The fourth rabbi was the predecessor
of the great Ashkenazic communities of France, Italy and Germany, from whence came Rabbeinu Gershom ZT”L,
Rashi and the Baalei Tosfos. From these great rabbis, the era of the Rishonim began and lasted for over 500 years. The
center of Jewish life shifted from Bavel and all the various traditions of Jewish life came from these four sources and four
different locations.

 xnj .rtv tkn,u ohektv hbpk .rtv ,ja,u (th-u)
            
    At the time of the Mabul, the great flood that wiped out

all of humanity, the power of evil (grv jf) reigned supreme
in the world, without the slightest bit of good (cuy) to
temper it. As long as the world maintains a combination of
good and evil, writes R’ Gedalya Schorr ZT”L, the good
serves to restrict and inhibit the evil from taking over. Once
there is no more good in the world, evil has no boundary
and is fully in control. This is the meaning of the words
"xnj .rtv tkn,u" - “the world was filled with deceit.” 
     He further writes that he heard from R’ Boruch

Sorotzkin ZT”L, how the famed Tzaddik, R’ Leib Sarah’s
ZT”L (an ancestor to the Sorotzkin family) once asked his
Rebbe, the saintly Baal Shem Tov ZT”L, to explain the
meaning behind the precise detail and exact measurements of
Noach’s ark. The Baal Shem Tov answered as follows:
     “The universe consists of two sources of evil; one on this
world and one in heaven. On this world, evil is represented
by the snake (ajb), while in heaven, the Satan (k-tnx) is the
essence of evil. However, even within these two, there is a
bit of good mixed in for if not and their wickedness is left
unchecked, they will take over both worlds. Within the
letters of "ajb" the "j" is pure evil, while the "b" and "a"
surround it with good and restrict its power. Similarly, in the
name "k-tnx" the two last letters are the Name of Hashem,
the purest form of good (cuy) in the world. The "x" and "n"
comprise the wickedness of the deadly angel, Satan.
     “These three letters spell "xnj" which indicates that in the
time of the flood, unadulterated evil ruled the world - there
was no good at all. How can this be? Where was the good? It
was found inside the ark that Noach built. It was 300 amos

long ("a"), 50 amos wide ("b") and 30 amos high ("k"). It also
contained one ("t") amah “to finish it from above.” These
four precise measurements allude to the remaining power of
good in the world, which was part and parcel of the ark.” 

   EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS
ON THE WEEKLY MIDDAH OF ...

 vnstv ,t sug kkek ;xt tk uck kt wv rnthu  
   uhrugbn gr ostv ck rmh hf ostv rucgc(tf-j)

    When Noach emerged from the ark, he built an altar and
offered sacrifices of gratitude to Hashem. This was most
pleasing to the Almighty and right then and there, Hashem

swore: “I will no longer curse the earth because of man, for

the inclination of man’s heart is evil from his youth, and I

will no longer smite all living things as I have done.” 

     What is the meaning of this oath? The cause and effect is
unclear. Apparently, Hashem is now saying that He
destroyed the original world because of man’s inequities -
not because of the earth - even though the initial reason
given for the destruction was: “And the earth was corrupt

before the Lord, and the earth became full of deceit.”

     The Baal Hafla’ah, R’ Pinchos Halevi Horowitz

ZT”L, provides an innovative understanding. As a child, a
person tends to act immaturely due to the nature of his age
and physical being. Rashi tells us that because man sinned,
the earth was cursed on his account because he “comes
from the earth” - just as a woman is cursed on account of her
child: “Cursed is she who bore such a child.” (zy-d ,hatrc).
As a person grows older, however, his physical nature is
intended to mature to the point that upon entering
adulthood, he ceases to behave immaturely and cleaves to
spirituality, for man’s mind becomes more refined with age.
     The reality of the situation, however, is the opposite: The
inclination of an adult’s heart is even worse than in his youth,
which means that his wickedness does not stem from the fact
that he is composed of dust. Rather, it is because his evil
inclination assails and dominates him. Thus the earth cannot
be blamed for having placed evil in man, for we see that the
opposite is the case: The older man grows, the worse his
deeds become. Thus, the posuk states: “I will not continue to

curse the ground on account of man” simply because he was
taken from the ground; “for the inclination of man’s heart” -
when he is an adult - is more “evil” than in his youth.  

 FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF 
R' GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO

lyn: An amazing story is told that when the Nazis arrived in

one Polish town and rounded up the local population, one

Jew barely escaped their evil clutches and ran as fast as his

legs could carry him to the nearby forest. He hid there for a

number of days until his food supply ran out and he was

forced to emerge from his hiding place and forage for

nourishment. As it turns out, he walked out of the forest and

right into the yard of a house that, unbeknownst to him, had

been converted into the local Gestapo headquarters! 

     He tried to turn around and run but it was too late! He was

caught, much to the glee of the S.S. man who collared him.     

     “What are you doing here, Jew?” spat the Nazi. “And how

did you get past my dogs?” As he looked, there in the front

yard of the house was a howling pack of wild, mad dogs, who

were trained to tear apart any trespasser they encountered.

     The Nazi was surprised. “Tell you what,” he said. “If you

can get past my dogs, I will let you walk right out of here!”

    The Jew turned around and offered up a prayer to the

Almighty. Then, to the amazement of all, he walked right

down the path and out of the yard. The dogs just sat there,


