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A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Chodesh Nisan and Relevant Halachos of Pesach (5)

Sippur Yetzias Mitzrayim. The Yom Tov of Pesach is soon
upon us and it is appropriate to discuss the mitzvah of 7oy 0"
"D, which is similar to the mitzvah of Talmud Torah. It might
even be part of Talmud Torah and some (1) say that the reason
why we don’t make a beracha on "mWov" is because the Birchas
HaTorah we said in the morning exempts it. In other words,
there is a mitzvah of Talmud Torah which can be fulfilled all
year with any topic one learns or teaches, but on Pesach night(s)
the mitzvah is to learn and teach the topic of D8N TN,
The Mitzvah of Haggadah and its Details. This mitzvah is
learned from the posuk ) "Noinn ©»2 25 N and obligates
one to tell his son about ©x8N MY on the nights of Pesach.
Chazal 3) learn from other sources that this mitzvah is not only
relevant for a son but also to anyone else who might be present.
Even if one finds himself alone on the night of Pesach, he must
“tell himself” by reciting the Haggadah. This mitzvah includes:
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freedom @, which we fulfill by saying Hallel, Nishmas,
Hallel Hagadol, etc. towards the end of the Seder.

2) Having matza and maror in front of us when we tell over the
story so we can explain the mitzvos that we fulfill that night.

3) Saying it with such feeling as if we are from those who
actually left Mitzrayim ) (as beneficiaries of those miracles
with the freedom and the Torah that we have merited).

4) Saying the Haggadah in a question-answer format as it was
originally composed by the Baal Haggadah ).

5) Saying all the details of our exodus and comparing our holy
and dignified situation to the low status we were in before the
miracles. This is known as, "nawa o»om nuxa g’ 7).

Learning the Laws of Pesach. The Mechilta is at the end of

Parshas Bo, from whence the Poskim infer that learning the laws

of Pesach is also a fulfillment of the mirzvah of " MOD".

From this, the Shulchan Aruch writes (Nxon nN) that even

after we conclude our Seder, one should continue to talk about

1) Praising Hashem and thanking Him for the miracles and the the miracles and learn Hilchos Pesach.
JO0X TR0 — AV A Tan — YMTn T2
"am 5aa ="~ Rashi explains that xpy " says one should keep reviewing his leaming, even if he knows it as well as a song. This will cause him
to have nniw [2"mya]. The 1"n4 “» explains that xpy A is saying: just like one who knows a song will nevertheless sing it often because he
enjoys it, so too, one should continuously review his learning. The 9" [var "1 TN Wy dN] explains: the v of n*n is not only acquiring the
knowledge, but rather it is like a wav. Just like the point of a song doesn’t end once you know it, but one repeatedly sings it, so too n"n one keeps
leaming over the my> even if he knows them already. Additionally, since nnin T is compared to a song, it must be leamed naa like a song
is sung aloud. The 5" concludes: "y ", since Y191 nna mbny has the characteristics of -wav, one does not make nmmnn mo72 0n
mawnna Y. ltis interesting why the 5"~ had to say this halacha, as the y™w says it explicitly: "7725 Py wx NN 1272 39NN [ '0).

The "W [0 'D NMN] Says: "TIND N2 VD X IMnN 152" The 2" says 1vax narwa . There the mix mxw [0 'o] concludes that
mnn no1a is a Xt avn. Therefore, if one is povon if he made the o713, he needs to repeat it because N7 X XT Pav. When
saying the n>1a because of a pap, one should only say one beracha, as that is sufficient xm»mix. One should choose the 1593 of 9na Hwn
m as the Gemara calls this the m>712w nown (which is why it is chosen to be said by 1’ p). The mix maxw points out: although the o"am
does not list n"no72 as a nwy M, the Y219 [v Mxn] and many others do. He says, since the Gemara says, ¥Nn 1 Taxr 0 Sy - 1972 Now
nonn N3, it seems it's a it avn. Otherwise, there wouldn't be such a harsh way for not saying it.

The ‘w0 [5n] says that this is the only xm»nT 1572 said before the nwwn. The only other nr» T 572 is ¥n1a which is said after
eating. The reason itis said after we eat, is because our »nan pon s not v the goodness, only after it is experienced. However, n'nis a 727
“9ow and our intelligence (95w is o1 the nmm even before we leam it, so the noa s recited prior.

The y"w says "712Y Py nn »a12 amon™. The 2w [177"0] explains the reason one must recite 1'na before writing nwn a7, is because
writing is a nwyn while N is not. He explains (0] that -wnnin does not need a n>1a because: 1275 W5 . In 1o5n mva the n'n brings
the N9 that asks on this y7: it says N5 onw 12 m3m, which means i is a m, if so one should have to make n"n>12 on w1 n? The
n'n points out that the N is not arguing on the 53 of 212 WO N, rather his point is that since wnn is a mitzvah, it should require a n>12.
The o1 mow [on 'n'n3] offers 3 oxvn on the X™n.w"y. The BnMan YU [worwon] says: although regarding n'"'nna we say N>
M2>72 and if one wants to write nmmn ™21 he must recite 1", still, if one needs to say n°nna, he may not write the 1"nna, but must say it. w'y.
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R’ Meir Simcha of Dvinsk z#”’I (Meshech Chochma) would say:

“UONIYY 12D PO NN TOND MAND' - When Yosef was tempted by Potifar’s wife in Egypt, the image of his father appeared
to him, saying, ‘“The names of your brothers will one day be inscribed on the stones of the Kohen Gadol’s Ephod. Do you
want your name to be missing if you commit this sin?” The 12 stones of the breastplate serve as a memorial for all of Klal
Yisroel. When a person reminds himself that all Yidden were represented on it, he too will be embarrassed to transgress.”

DedicatedbytheSafrinFamily

A Wise Man would say: “Make 1mprovements not excuses. Seek respect, not attention.” | 1, Memory offreyda Rochel BasR’
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The anteroom adjoining the study of the holy Chiddushei Harim, R’ Yitzchok Meir Alter z¢”I, founder of the Gerrer
Chasidic dynasty, was filled with people waiting to be received by the Rebbe and to be helped by his counsel and blessing. Near
the Rebbe’s door stood his personal secretary, Reb Bunim, who presided over the waiting list; as soon as the door opened and
a chasid would emerge from the inner room, all eyes turned to Reb Bunim, who would signal for the next in line to enter.

One day, a wealthy Jew dressed in high boots of glossy leather, a heavy gold watch-chain draped across his vest, a fur-lined
jacket enveloping a generous girth in defense against the harsh Polish winter, entered the anteroom. The man wore an anxious
and care-worn face belying his luxurious attire. Here was a man who had his troubles despite his wealth. The man scanned the
crowded room and a frown clouded his already despondent features. Impatiently, he made his way to Reb Bunim. “I must see
the Rebbe immediately regarding an urgent matter,” he whispered. “How much longer is the man inside going to be?"

“Have a seat,” said Reb Bunim evenly, “and I’ll put you on the list. What is your name, Reb Yid?”

“You don’t understand,” said the man, certain that the gabbai indeed did not understand. “I must see the Rebbe right now! I
have an important meeting tomorrow in Warsaw, and I must be on my way shortly. I have no time to wait here.”

“But surely, Reb Yid, you don’t expect me to let you in before all these people who have been waiting for a while,” said
Reb Bunim. “Some of them have been waiting for hours ...” But the rich man waved him away. “That’s exactly my point,” he
said, beginning to lose his patience with the insolent secretary. “I cannot wait for an hour, or even half an hour. I need to speak
with the Rebbe immediately. You can save your lists for people with more time on their hands.”

“I’m sorry,” said Reb Bunim, rising to the challenge to his authority. “You must wait like everyone else ...”

The crack of the merchant’s open palm against the face of the secretary resounded through the room, which fell into a
shocked silence. It took Reb Bunim several seconds to realize he had been slapped across the face, and when he did, he just
stood there, unable to utter a word. Nothing like this had ever happened in the Rebbe’s waiting room, where no one dared to
even raise his voice at the Rebbe’s gabbai. In fact, the only one in the room not paralyzed by incredulity was the rich man
himself, who, satisfied that he had at last made himself understood, proceeded toward the Rebbe’s door.

At that very moment the door swung open and the Gerrer Rebbe himself stood in the doorway. “How dare you raise a
hand to a fellow Jew,” he thundered. “I shall not receive you,” he added, “until you ask mechilah and have secured the
forgiveness of Reb Bunim, my gabbai, the man you so unjustly attacked.” With that, he closed the door behind him.

For along second the rich merchant stood there staring at the Rebbe’s closed door. Abruptly, he turned on his heels and fled
from the room. But something in the man’s face caught Reb Bunim’s eye and he felt a stir of mercy rising inside which
caused him to hurry outside after his assailant. There he found him leaning against his coach, his large body racked with sobs.

“You came out after me?” said the man, when he saw who had followed him outside. “What do you want of me now? To
heap insult upon injury? To make me feel even worse? It is you who has destroyed our last hope.”

“Your last hope for what?”” asked Reb Bunim quietly. “For fifteen years we’ve been childless, my wife and I,” wept the
man. “We’ve tried everything ... we’ve been to all the doctors ... I had hoped that the Rebbe would bless us with a child ...”

“Come with me,” said Reb Bunim, grabbing hold of the merchant’s hand. With a purpose of stride and before the sobbing
man even knew what was happening, Reb Bunim opened the door to the Rebbe’s room and ushered him inside.

“Rebbe!” said Reb Bunim, with a sense of purpose that surprised even himself. “I swear that I will never forgive this man,
not in this world and not in the world to come, unless the Rebbe promises that he and his wife will be blessed with a child!”

The Chiddushei Harim looked from the anguished face of the merchant to the determined face of his gabbai. Slowly, he |

broke out in a smile. ‘“‘Yehi Ratzon - May it be the will of Hashem as Reb Bunim says...”” And before lon

(- ‘mpm‘) LT D WY e me msmnm‘v’ NTW'L’JEW

Dwen QN '12:‘. 12 95 P00 Py

The Haftorah of Parshas HaChodesh is taken from Sefer
Yechezkel in which the Navi discusses the inauguration of the
third and final Bais Hamikdash. Various korbanos were
brought on the days of the miluim - including the korban of
Rosh Chodesh. As the Navi Yechezkel describes, “And on the
day of the new moon, it shall consist of a bull of the herd
without blemish, and six lambs and a ram - they shall be
without blemish.” But why was it appropriate to bring this
korbanon the days of the miluim?

R’ Daniel Glatstein shlita quotes R’ Chaim Kanievsky
zt”’l (Ta’ama D’kra) who explains that this approach is
flawed from the very outset. He explains that Rashi tells us
that the miluim of the Mishkan and the first and second Bais

it Was. (L’chaimweekly.o
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Hamikdash all took place starting from Rosh Chodesh Nisan.
As such, it is no wonder that the two are intrinsically tied. In

fact, it is even more appropriate to say that the korban Rosh R

Chodesh should be brought during the miluim of the third
Bais Hamikdash because this will show that even during the
inauguration process, the mizbeach will have already been
consecrated to have korbanos brought on it.

Says Rav Chaim, as such, this is the meaning of the Rosh
Chodesh tefillah, "pon 82 wn N1w" - we will establish a
new mizbeach in Tzion (Yerushalayim), Ny N ¥ Ny’
"poy - and we will immediately bring the Rosh Chodesh
korban on it - even before the miluim are complete! May we
all be zoche to this milestone very shortly.
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Chazal teach us that although the construction of the Mishkan was complete, it wasn’t actually erected until Rosh

CONCEPTS IN AVODAS HALEV FROM THE
FAMILY OF R’ CHAIM YOSEF KOFMAN ZT”L

"C, Chodesh Nisan. The Medrash further elaborates that Hashem davka wanted to wait for Nisan, which was the month in

which Yitzchok Avinu was born. R> Moshe Sternbuch shlita points out that we learn from this that sometimes, even if a

A mitzvah is essentially ready, its suitable time may not have arrived yet. Everything has its proper "2 mya". Though the
x& | Mishkan was physically complete, it would need the zechus of Yitzchok to render it spiritually complete.

Why Rosh Chodesh Nisan and why Yitzchok Avinu?
This week we lein Parshas Hachodesh, ©w1n vy 032 mn w1nn. Perhaps, the auspicious time to erect the Mishkan was

"C}‘T“' at the beginning of the new cycle of the months, symbolizing a fresh start, coupled with avodah, which is the midah of
Yitzchok, and the ultimate purpose of the Mishkan. There couldn’t have been a more propitious time for the yo¥n0 noMN.

Maybe we can add another machshava, L’kavod the Zaida zt”’l (Baal Machsheves Halev) whose 6th yahrtzeit was this

"C, past week. Avraham Avinu was the first "aN" to forge his own derech. Yitzchok, on the other hand, was the first "aN" to

follow in his father’s mesorah. Hashem was conveying to us that when you want to create an environment of NN NN

| in your own life, one must follow the path laid out for him by his predecessors, known as mann nmon. Thus, N"apn

—
5V

commanded us to wait until Nisan to inaugurate the Mishkan, thereby imparting this valuable message.
The Zaida was extremely vigilant to follow his family’s mesora, and that of his Rebbeim, and Gedolim in every facet of

\,:!A, his life. His utmost chashivus for tzadikim was a life’s lesson for us, one that remains with his family ledoros.

May we all strive to follow this ideal, honoring and continuing our beautiful golden heritage.
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A%| 7wn: R” Moshe Yitzchok of Chelm z¢”l, known as the

“Kelemer Maggid” was invited to a city for Shabbos, when

vl 2 delegation of the middle-class members of the community

asked him to use his influence with the rich to secure the

(t construction of a new hospital for the poor, as the existing

one was neglected and deteriorating. R> Moshe spoke

privately with the rich, but with no success. He advised the
o .| delegation to wait until his sermon on the following Shabbos.

A large turnout gathered to hear the famous Maggid, who

¥¥%] was known as the man whose preaching made one cry and

laugh at the same time. At the close of his eloquent drasha,

za| the Maggid said: “Brethren, the Talmud says that the

Shechinah (divine presence) rests at the head of the sick

always being among the sick in cold and squalid rooms and
asked that it might go into the palaces of the rich, where the
surroundings would be more agreeable. Accordingly, it soon
had its home in the palaces. But being in the Divine Presence
all the time was uncomfortable for the rich, so they soon got
together and built a well-equipped commodious hospital for
the poor. There the Shechinah sojourned, and all were
satisfied. Now, however the hospital is neglected and
deteriorating - hence it is time for the rich to decide!” Sure
enough, in due time, a fine hospital was erected in the city.
Ywn3: When the Mishkan was finally built, Moshe blessed the
accomplishment saying, “May it be the will of Hashem that
his Shechinah rest on your work” (Rashi). Indeed, it is the
fervent prayer of every religious Jew - hopefully - that the
Holy Shechinah grace its presence in one’s home, and that we
are bound to His every commandment.

"C, person. Now the Shechinah complained, it could not endure
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GOLDEN NUGGETS ON THE PARSHA WITH A
FOCUS ON LESSONS HOW TO SERVE HASHEM
AND BE A BETTER JEW BY R' YEHOSHUA GOLD

Snva DY Aanan

Sefer Shemos relates the story of Klal Yisroel’s birth. Beginning in the dark world of Mitzrayim, followed by the Exodus

& '] and culminating in the building of a Home for Hashem. The climactic conclusion of this sefer should have been with the
.| words, “And the presence of Hashem filled the Mishkan.” However, the Torah then adds a description of how the cloud rested

5 | upon the Mishkan and when it lifted, the travels continued. “For over the Mishkan a cloud of Hashem rested by day, and fire
"C, would appear in it at night in the view of all the House of Israel in all of their travels.” This information would be probably be

appropriate in Sefer Bamidbar which details everything that happened during their travels in the desert. Why is it written here?
A story is told of a simple man named Berel who once had a dream that a special treasure was buried under a bridge in far

s ‘ away Warsaw. After having the dream several times, he realized that this might be a message for him and he made the long and
A% arduous trek to Warsaw. Upon arrival, he met a guard standing by the bridge. Berel related the dream and explained that he

needed to start digging right there. The guard laughed him off, relaying how he also had a dream about a treasure buried under

| rt, aman named Berel’s oven! Berel quickly hurried back to find the treasure buried in his own home. R’ Bunim M’Pshischa z#”’
¥ | would comment: people think they need to look here or there for inspiration and guidance in Avodas Hashem. But the truth is, one
*| just needs to look within, realize your own greatness, your own potential, and utilize your inborn ability to serve Hashem.

“Make for me a Mikdash and I will dwell in them.” The Nesivos Shalom explains that Chazal interpret the words “in

¢ | them™ to imply that every individual is a Mikdash - a sanctuary - worthy of Hashem’s Shechina. And just as the Jews had
X35, forty-two journeys in the midbar, every man in his life has many stages. These Posukim teach "axe» 93°9y5" - in the eyes of

every Yid, that the story of the Midbar is not an obscure tale. It is your story, and you are the Mishkan that can let Hashem in.




