
     dgushf tkpb iputc uc ohjna h"bc kfa ouh tuv wvru, ,jnaw ouh vb
vjnav ksud uvn ibuc,vk ahu /ktrah ,uruzp kfca asuev ,urmj kfc
ahdrv sjt kfu ',"hav kmt ubkuf ubhhv ,ufuxv dj kfc tkva 'vz ouhc
',ukdk ohrzuj vrutfka hrv cuy ouhvn ohtmuh ratfu 'vausev ,t
thv vn uz vjnaku 'wukds kg ahtu uvbjn kg ahtw 'u,hzku unrfk t"f
lkn ick kan /iurjtv ouhc ,ufcku cahk hutrv in vhv hrv ?vaug
?jnahu suerh vz ouhc hfu 'uhct og ,uhvk sjt ouh uk ub,bu 'hcac xp,ba
/uhca ouen kt ruzjk eeszh tku uhkg ojrh uhcta ouhv kf vfch 'vcrst
ubhct kmt ,uhvk ,uraptv ubk v,hv cuy ouhca rnuk rapt tkt    
tkhm   vfuxv kmc vbhfav hpbf ,j, ubhhv ,ufux cuy ouhcu 'ohnaca
iurjtv ouhcu 'lknv kmt ubhhva ohtrubv ohnhv rjtk 't,ubnhvns
vjnav omgs vzc rcxvvu 'wof,shrp hkg vaew :rnut kufhcf v"cev
ohxbfb ubt iht ,ntca evcun inhx uvz 'vshrpv ,gc vbaha vkusdv

 hrntn h"pg tuvu /hcav ruck itfng"hz y"agcv irnohrcs) vjfu,c 
ouhc hbp rh,xt r,xv hfbtu 'wudu ovn hbp h,r,xvu oh,czgu :(jh-zh 'tk
aha gsuh ubht ostvaf :[lkhu ,arp ',"vg wcuy oa kgcw wg] tuvv
/vcua,c ca ubhtu rund ehsm tuva rcuxa 'cuy ubht htsuuc 'vr,xv

    `v"cev jrz 'rnut iupry hcr" '(wn erp) wrzghkt hcrs herpwc t,h
'unk rhgan jrzu tc hbhxn wv 'rntba 'uag hbc kg vkdbu hbhx rvn tcu
'ovk rntu 'rhga rvc uag cahu 'rntba 'uag hbc tkt rhga ihtu
tk 'ovk rnt 'vc cu,f vnu 'uk urnt 'vru,v ,t ofhkg o,t ohkcen
'uag ,t ejmh lrhca rcsv ,t cuzgk ihkufh ubt iht 'uk urnt 'jmr,
h"ga uag hbc ucaj smhfv 'ihcvk lhrmu /"wufu vhj, lcrj kgu uk rnta
ohrvzun rcf ov tkv 'vjhmr ruxhtc uchhj,h tk vru,v ,t ukceh tka
vaev ifu) /ivhkg ohrvzuna jb hbc ,uumn gcan ,jt thva ouan 'uhkg

 'wvan arsw rpxck"mz ihhyabhhp van crv iutdvn/(
kg lck ohau" '(wu -wz ihkuj) ,uhbank uaurhpc o"cnrv hp kg 'k"hu    
shdw-rxtb hbhxn rnta vn tuvu ',tzv vbanc kkfbv kusdv rehgv
'ouhv ohaug ut ohehjrn ubta vn kfa ',gsk ,trv v,ta hpk 'wvabv
rnt v"ceva hbpn tk 'ubhcr van h"g v"cev ,umnc tkt ihaug ubt iht
hbpn ubht 'hjv in rct ihkfut ubt ihta vz iudfu 'uhbpka ohthcbk vz
hbhxc vuma vnc 'v"nct ubhkg rxt vana hpk tkt 'jbk urxt v"ceva
ubhct ovrcta hbpn ihkn ubt iht if unfu 'hjv in rct ruxht ohhe,ha

,"hav hbpkn gbfb tuv zt 'uapbc ahdrnu vr,xv aha gsuhaf kct
tku 'rh,xt hbt vnmg vr,xvv :wr,xv hfbtuw   uvzu /uhbpkn aecnu
dhan ubht ostva vn thv vjfu,va 'rnukf /vr,xv tuva gsuuhh
/runtfu ',"hav hbpk unmg ghbfn tuv   vr,xv ahaf hf 'vr,xv vbaha
ka euxpc runtf hf /wvru, ,jnaw ka vshrpv suxk tcb v,gn    
inhx unmg rh,xn tuva rnut ,"hav ota 'hukhdv sux iuny wvr,xvw
lrumv in vhv tka hrv 'ubng vhv tk ota /ubng tmnb tuva rcsv
'shn, ubhkg jhdanu ubng tmnb tuv hrv ,ntca tkt /unmg rh,xvk
htmunc vshrpv hcdk 'rnuk ah if unfu /oumg euzhj ostv jeh vznu
,unab omuga ohjhfun vru, ,jnac vjnavu ohsuehrva 'vru, ,jna
kfu 'vshrp kkf itf ihtu lknv ubhct kmt ,ughcec ohtmnb ktrah
,ntc kct ',"hav hbpk ohtmnb ihta vnsba 'ohbpk er tuv vshrpv
vz hukhda iuhfu /shn, ubfhkunv tuvu ',"hav hbpk rsxf ohtmnb ubt hrv

/vkusdv vjnav hshk ub,ut thcn vz hrv 'vru, ,jnac ubk vkd,n
ubng tmnb tuvu wr,,xn kwtw tuv ,"hava ,rmg hbhna ka hukhdv uvzu    
tmnb ,"hava rutv vkd,na vru, ,jna ka vjnav ihbg uvzu 'shn,
/int ubhesm jhan ,thck vfzba r"vh /ohfrjv in .hmn tuvu 'shn, ubng

kunba ubhcr van h"g ub,ut vuhm v"ceva hbpn tkt 'u,hc habtu unmg kn
cegh ruxht rjt ohfkuv ubt iht 'vabv shd ifu 'ubhct ovrct kna unf
,t ohhek ah vru, i,n rjta 'ubhhvu /"wufu ubhcr van ,umn tkt 'ubhct
ohthcbk wv huuhm ouan tku 'hbhx rvc vank wv huuhm ouan er ,uumnv kf

/kfav ,grfv ouan tk htsuu 'uk unsea
pku     vjhmr ruxhtn ryphvk uag hbc ,buufc v,hv tka 'cahhk ah z"

okfa ,grfv ouan v,ut ohhek er tkt 'vru,v ,t ukceh tka h"g
 'hbhx rvc vank wv huuhm ouan tkukug ,kce ouan ah lfcawv 

 'ovhkgvc ohmpj obhta/
 wokugv ,unutw-uag hbc ka obumr ht ,usut 'vzn rtucnu      kug kcekwv 

ovhkgohmpja ktrah og if tk 'vgbfvu kug ,kce sdub ogcy hf '
ovhkg rntba unfu 'ohna ,ufkn kug ovhkg kcek oheeu,anu

w-tah"sh,g iuaka 'thv u,buufu '(wd d"k ohrcs) "lh,urcsn wovhkg ukce
,tak iumrconmg ,t ghbfvk tuv ogcy hf '(h"ar wg) ovhkg l,ru, kug 

"ohngv kfn ygnv o,t hf" 'cu,fv ovhkg shgna unfu 'kug ,j,
/"wufu wonmg ,t ohghbfnw-ofnmg ohygnnv" 'h"ar arhpu '(wz wz ohrcs)

(Monsey, NY)(Monsey, NY)(Monsey, NY)(Monsey, NY)

   AVAILABLE IN YOUR LOCAL        AVAILABLE IN YOUR LOCAL        AVAILABLE IN YOUR LOCAL        AVAILABLE IN YOUR LOCAL     
     JUDAICA BOOKSTORE!     JUDAICA BOOKSTORE!     JUDAICA BOOKSTORE!     JUDAICA BOOKSTORE!

(3) /ck ;s um ,arp ':dx ;s jb ,arp (2) /c ,hbg, (1)
(5) t:vf hj kfk sgun (4) (yf xjbp) cpa, rcsnc

s"k varp trehu vcr arsn 'u"y erp ,ca hnkaurh
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    ................    llll`̀̀̀xxxxyyyyiiii    iiiippppaaaa    zzzz`̀̀̀    ddddccccnnnnlllleeee    zzzz`̀̀̀ffffdddd    ddddxxxxiiiiyyyydddd    zzzz`̀̀̀    mmmmkkkkllll    eeeeaaaazzzzkkkk((((hhhhiiii----`̀̀̀llll    mmmmiiiixxxxaaaacccc))))mmmmeeeellllkkkk    eeee`̀̀̀llll    xxxxttttqqqq    ̀̀̀̀ llllaaaa    ooooggggllllyyyyeeee    ooooggggllllyyyy    ̀̀̀̀ llllaaaa    xxxxttttqqqq    ----    
     Chazal tell us that the secret behind the custom to dance hakafos on Simchas Torah is based on the fact that “in the

future (time of Moshiach), the Holy One blessed be He will make make circle for the righteous and He will sit in the middle

in Gan Eden.” (/tk ,hbg,) Thus, we dance in a circle just as the Tzaddikim will dance in a circle around Hashem. 

     What is clear is that the focal point of the circle is what is in the middle. All seven days of Sukkos, we circle the Bima as

we hold our Arba Minim, and on Hoshana Raba, our avodah is to go around seven times, clutching our lulav and esrog

tightly, reciting piyutim, as the Sefer Torah is held in the middle. We are establishing our connection between performing

the mitzvos and our total allegiance to the Torah, and thus, we circle the Torah as we hold the mitzvos in our hands.

However, on Simchas Torah, when we no longer hold the Arba Minim, we now go in a circle, clutching the Sifrei Torah as

we dance around .... the Bima! The Bima? When did the Bima - a glorified table - become the focal point of our service?

Why, on this wonderful day, when we celebrate the primacy of Torah in our lives, do we make the Bima the centerpiece?

    R’ Aizik Sher ZT”L explains that without the Bima, where would we put the Sefer Torah down? Where would we

open it and read from it? Where would we learn all the timeless teachings that is has to offer? The Bima - and to the

yeshivah bochur, his beloved shtender - represents the study of Torah that is so essential to living and promulgating a life

of Torah and mitzvos, that will endure for ourselves, our children and all generations to come! It is not enough to just hold

the Torah, dance with the Torah, and honor the Torah - we must learn the Torah! We must open it, study it and allow it to

permeate our very being! To be a “Torah Jew” - one must become one with the Torah, and not just look at it from afar!  

A Wise Man would say: “Don’t tell Hashem how big your problems are. Tell your problems how big Hashem is.”

axd z`n                                                                                               zexxerzd ixace miig igwl  mely `"hily lxrt
reayd zeiyxt i"tr excqp                                                                                                yny zia w"wa mixyin cibn

    ............    eeeennnnllll    xxxxiiiirrrryyyynnnn    ggggxxxxffffeeee    ̀̀̀̀ aaaa    iiiippppiiiiqqqqnnnn    ''''dddd    xxxxnnnn`̀̀̀iiiieeee    ((((aaaa----bbbbllll    mmmmiiiixxxxaaaacccc))))mmmmlllleeeerrrrdddd    zzzzeeeennnneeee`̀̀̀    llllyyyy    mmmmrrrraaaahhhh    zzzznnnneeeerrrrllll    iiii""""ppppaaaa    llllyyyy    rrrrppppkkkkppppdddd    mmmmrrrraaaahhhh    ----

yyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyynnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiipppppppppppppppppppppiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiirrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzz/////////////////////yyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyynnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnngggggggggggggggggggggzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeexxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxddddddddddddddddddddd/////////////////////yyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaazzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwweeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeecccccccccccccccccccccyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyytttttttttttttttttttttxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx`̀̀̀̀̀̀̀̀̀̀̀̀̀̀̀̀̀̀̀̀yyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiizzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzz ynipirvxz/yngzzexd/yazwecytxyzax`yiz

zayl zexp zwlcd      5:49 - 
9:06 -  ̀ "n/rny z`ixw onf    

`"xbd/rny z`ixw onf     9:42 -
 10:46 - `"xbd / dlitz onf seq 

6:06 - zayd meil dngd zriwy  
6:56 - aixrn /k"d`v w"yven   

    mz epiax zhiyl/k"d`v -7:18

(7) y:jpe vrurc vbanu g:jfe ovrct idn ihhg (6)
kmc ,"ua 'th:vf hj kfk sgun 'wc inhx zp ,ryg ,"ua

tn:v vnfjv

('c mei) :clen oeyg yceg mikxan
 b`hyxrp`cAMmiwlg 13 hin 4:24 

d"r dnly mdxa` 'x za lgx `yix ezirxe l"f 'iaeh 'x oa xhl` l`eny sqei mdxa` 'x znyp ielirl    

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Shemini Atzeres / Simchas Torah / Shabbos Parshas Bereshis
a"ryz ixyz c"k - a"k        October 20 - 22, 2011 -                                  

zcearl mc`d z` xxerl miyexite zepirx                                                                     v"dbd  odkd l`ilnb iaxuiaepiax`"hily 
z`n oeghae dpen`a zewfgzde z"iyd                                                             w"dir milyexia minyd xry zaiyi y`x
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  A SERIES IN HALACHA
 LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Laws and Customs that Merit a Good Parnassa (28)

Shemini Atzeres: Rain. On Shemini Atzeres, we “Bentch

Geshem” - we recite the lengthy tefillah for rain which is really

an introduction for us as we now begin mentioning, in the

second beracha of shemona esrai during the entire winter, about

rain. As we discussed last week, the sages teach us (1) that rain

and parnassa are equated as one. Therefore, one can have in

mind various different aspects that bring about parnassa, as

symbolized by the rain: 1) Just as rain comes down from heaven

to earth, so too, all parnassa “comes down” from heaven to us.

2) Just as the falling rain depends upon our actions and merits

(as we say in the second parsha of  Krias Shema), so too,

parnassa depends upon our actions and merits. (This is the basis

for this whole series B’ezer Hashem.)

Private Requests on Shemini Atzeres. There are a number of

amazing quotes about the "wv ,crhe" - the closeness to Hashem

that a Jew experiences on Shemini Atzeres, and the ability to ask

for special requests, including parnassa, on this unique “Day of

Days.” The Zohar (2) writes: (here is a loose translation)

“During this day of celebration (Shemini Atzeres), the only

(nation) with The King is the Jewish nation. When one is with

The King alone he can ask whatever he wants with a greater

chance of receiving it.” Simlarly the Yalkut Shimoni (3) says

that on Shemini Atzeres, a person should “ask for all that you

need.” The renowned Chacham Chaim Falagi ZT”L (4) writes

that one should be very careful to daven with great concentration

  

  `̀̀̀""""hhhhiiiillllyyyy    ccccllllttttyyyyxxxxiiiidddd    jjjjeeeexxxxaaaa    dddd""""eeeennnn    zzzz`̀̀̀nnnn 
qqqqhhhhiiiiiiiidddd    ccccppppllllaaaaiiiillllwwww    ,,,,llll`̀̀̀xxxxyyyyiiii    zzzzaaaadddd`̀̀̀    llllddddwwwwcccc    aaaaxxxx 

and feeling on Shemini Atzeres because, 1) the whole spiritual

structure of the prayers of Tishrei, starting from Rosh Hashana is

completed on this day, and 2) there is no other day like this to

have prayers accepted and answered in all that one can ask for. 

A Relevant Question. One can ask: How does the above-

mentioned quotes from the Zohar and the Yalkut, which

encourages a person to ask for his needs on Shemini Atzeres fit

with the well-known halacha (5) that one is not permitted to ask

for his private needs on Shabbos or Yom Tov? In fact, this

halacha is brought down in the Poskim in many places (6). The

answer is that the only time that one cannot ask for his own

personal requests on Shabbos and Yom Tov is when the person

can wait until the next day to make his request. However, if a

certain opportune time comes along on Shabbos or Yom Tov and

this special time (iumr ,g) will not be around at a later time, one is

permitted to make his request right then. This is found in a

number of Teshuvos (6) and is based on the Ran (:ck vbav atr)
Hakafos on Simchas Torah. I have heard - although I have not

found in any written source - that participating fully in the sixth

hakafa on Simchas Torah is a segula for good parnassa. It is in

this hakafa that we say, "tb vghauv ohks rzug" - “(Hashem) Who

helps the poor (with parnassa), please save us.” It is possible that

this might be connected to the idea (mentioned in the hakafa

tefillos of the Chida) that the sixth hakafa corresponds to Yosef

HaTzaddik, who sustained and ensured parnassa to all the Bnei

Yisroel while they were in Mitzrayim.
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     Mr. and Mrs. Leland Stanford got up and walked out, traveling to Palo Alto, California where they established the

university that bears their name, Stanford University, a memorial to a son that Harvard no longer cared about. One can

judge the character of others by how they treat those who they think can do nothing for them.

llllyyyynnnn: Moshe Rabbeinu’s parting blessing to his beloved nation Yisroel is that even when the nations of the world attempt

to lie and deceive them, “you shall trample upon their haughty ones.” R’ Shimon Schwab ZT”L interprets this that when

Bnei Yisroel sets standards of conduct for themselves, they shall not stoop to the levels of the nations, who are haughty and

arrogant, but rather “trample” those preconceived notions of conduct and set new higher levels. No matter how arrogant one

acts to you, you must “take the high road” and in the end, you will rise above anything that he can ever possibly become.   

    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    mmmm`̀̀̀aaaavvvv    llllkkkkeeee    uuuuxxxx`̀̀̀ddddeeee    mmmmiiiinnnnyyyydddd    eeeelllleeeekkkkiiiieeee((((`̀̀̀----aaaa    zzzziiiiyyyy`̀̀̀xxxxaaaa))))
llllyyyynnnn: One Friday night, R' Duvid Moshe Friedman ZT”L of Chortkov was about to recite kiddush at his tish when a

stranger entered the Beis Medrash carrying a walking stick. It seems that this man was out for a stroll and had stopped in to

see what the large crowd of chassidim was doing in the Beis Medrash at that late hour. However, as there was no eruv in

the area, carrying a walking stick was forbidden by halachah. When the Rebbe saw the man, his face turned white, and he

put down his kiddush cup and left the room. All of the chassidim were bewildered by the Rebbe’s reaction, and waited to

see what would transpire. After some time, R’ Duvid Moshe returned and recited kiddush with his usual zeal.

     A short time later, the stranger left to continue his stroll. Then the Rebbe explained: “The Baal Shem Tov ZT”L taught

that one does not witness another person sinning unless the witness himself shares some aspect of the same failing and

needs to be alerted to do teshuvah. When I saw that visitor transgressing the laws of Shabbos, I retired to my room to

carefully examine my own deeds to determine in what way my own Shabbos observance was lacking. After all, why else

was I shown a Jew violating the Shabbos if not to awaken within me the need to improve my own observance?

    “But then I said to myself that perhaps there is another reason that I was shown that transgression. The Shulchan Aruch

(h:tgr j"ut) instructs that the first paragraph of kiddush, wukufhuw, be recited while standing, because one who recites it gives

testimony that Hashem created the world, and, the gemara (:vx ihaushe) teaches: ‘Witnesses were created only because there

are liars.’ It follows that our recitation of wukufhuw has meaning precisely because there are people such as that man, who do not

acknowledge the holiness of Shabbos. Once I understood this, I realized why I was meant to ‘witness’ this sinful man.”

llllyyyynnnnpppp: “Rav Chisda said, ‘One who davens on Erev Shabbos and says ukufhu, two angels will accompany him and place their

hands on his head and recite: (z-u vhgah) wrpuf, l,tyju lbug rxuw - ‘Your iniquities will vanish, and your sins are forgiven.’”

(yhe ,ca) Chacham Avraham Halevi Petel ZT”L explains that halachically, before one can give testimony in Beis Din, he

is urged to do teshuvah by the Av Beis Din, lest he may have invalidated himself as a witness through sin. Similarly, before

one begins kiddush and testifies to the greatness of Hashem, he should think thoughts of repentance. However, when the

angels put their hands on his head and pronounce that his sins are forgiven, he is now assured that he is a worthy ‘witness.’ 

   EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS                                                                                    FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
ON THE WEEKLY MIDDAH OF ...                                                                    R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO

    ................    ddddxxxxeeee`̀̀̀eeee    ffffeeeerrrr    eeeeppppllll    ̀̀̀̀ iiiidddd    iiiikkkk    ddddxxxxeeeezzzzdddd    zzzz`̀̀̀ffffaaaa    yyyyiiiiyyyyppppeeee    lllliiiibbbbpppp((((ddddxxxxeeeezzzz    zzzzggggnnnnyyyyllll    zzzzeeeettttwwwwdddd    xxxxccccqqqq))))
    If Rosh Hashana is the climax of Elul, and Yom Kippur is the climax of Aseres Yimei Teshuva, then Chag HaSukkos,

which is zman simchaseinu - a time of joy - is the climax of them all. The tremendous levels that we attain during the high

holy days are achieved through a continuous upward spiral of drawing ever closer and closer to Hashem, which peaks on

the final day of this lofty period. This most lofty and joyous day is called Simchas Torah. 

    Why is this day the highlight of all the exquisite Yomim Noraim and Tovim that precede it? The reason, explains Rabbi

Zev Leff Shlit’a, is because the happiness of Simchas Torah bridges the gap between the great days before it and provides

the practical avenue of taking this lofty joy of true avodas Hashem into the long winter months ahead. After we were

elevated by the sound of the shofar, were embraced by Hashem in the sukkah, and raised up by the Arba Minim, we put all

of those aside because they no longer have the power to help us achieve greatness. But when we put all of these objects of

mitzvah away, what are we left with? The greatest of all treasures that we as a people can attain. It is the singular most

precious gift that will enable us to retain and build upon the great level of kirvas Hashem that we have attained until now.

We sing and dance with our most prized possession - the Sefer Torah - because we know that only through learning and

living a true Torah life can we achieve true simcha in this world, the kind of joy that is deep, real, lasting and satisfying. 

     This great and awesome day of Simchas Torah will pull us through the entire year until we can begin the upward spiral

once again, next Elul, on a higher and more exalted level after a year of growth through serving Hashem with true Torah joy.

    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    eeeeyyyyrrrrzzzz    ̀̀̀̀ llll    ddddcccceeeeaaaarrrr    zzzzkkkk`̀̀̀llllnnnn    llllkkkk    mmmmkkkkllll    ddddiiiiddddzzzz    zzzzxxxxvvvvrrrr    iiiippppiiiinnnnyyyydddd    mmmmeeeeiiiiaaaa((((ddddllll----hhhhkkkk    xxxxaaaaccccnnnnaaaa))))
llllyyyynnnn: A young boy lived in the shtetl with his grandfather, an old Talmid Chacham who liked nothing more than sitting

with his gemara and learning. Each morning, the Zaida was up early sitting at the kitchen table with a gemara in his hand

learning. His grandson wanted to be just like him and tried to imitate him in every way he could.

     But it was difficult and the young boy had a hard time comprehending the gemara. One day, he just became so

frustrated that he asked his grandfather, “Zaida! I try to learn every day just like you but I don’t understand it, and what I

do understand I forget as soon as I close the gemara. What good does reading the gemara do?"

    The wise old Zaida quietly turned from putting coal in the stove and picked up a basket. “Please do me a favor,” he said

to the boy. “Take this coal basket down to the river and bring me back a basket of water.”

    The boy did as he was told, but all the water leaked out before he got back to the house. The Zaida laughed and said,

“You’ll have to move a little faster next time,” and sent him back to the river with the basket to try again.

    This time the boy ran faster, but again the basket was empty before he returned home. Out of breath, he told his

grandfather that it was impossible to carry water in a basket full of holes, and he went to get a bucket instead.

    The old man said, “I don’t want a bucket of water - I want a basket of water. You’re just not trying hard enough,” and he

walked the boy out the door to watch him try again. At this point, the boy knew it was impossible, but he wanted to show

his grandfather that even if he ran as fast as he could, the water would leak out before he got back to the house.

    The boy again dipped the basket into river and ran hard, but when he reached his grandfather the basket was again

empty. Out of breath, he said, “See Zaida, it’s useless!”

    “So you think it is useless?” The old man asked. “Look at the basket.” The boy looked and for the first time realized that the

basket was different. It had been transformed from a dirty, blackened, old coal basket and was now clean, inside and out.

     “Son, that’s what happens when you learn Torah and read the words of Chazal. You might not understand or remember

everything, but when you read it, you will be changed, inside and out. That is the power that the Torah has on our lives!”

llllyyyynnnnpppp: Just as an atmosphere of Torah can change a person, likewise the atmosphere of Rosh Hashana, Yom Kippur and

Chag HaSukkos, can transform a once dirtied individual, into a pristine and spiritual person. But it is finally now on

Shemini Atzeres, says the holy Sefas Emes ZT”L (Gerrer Rebbe) when we arrive at the culmination of all these 21 holy

days - " thrynhdclt"jna  -  that we can reflect and realize that in fact we have changed, we are different, we are cleaner and

purer than we were before. It is our job to move forward and maintain our pristine nature throughout the coming year. 

    jjjjxxxxcccczzzz    eeeennnniiiizzzzeeeennnnaaaa    llllrrrr    ddddzzzz`̀̀̀eeee    jjjjllll    jjjjiiiiaaaaiiiieeee`̀̀̀    eeeeyyyyggggkkkkiiiieeee    ............    ''''ddddaaaa    rrrryyyyeeeepppp    mmmmrrrr    jjjjeeeennnnkkkk    iiiinnnn    llll`̀̀̀xxxxyyyyiiii    jjjjiiiixxxxyyyy`̀̀̀((((hhhhkkkk----bbbbllll    mmmmiiiixxxxaaaacccc))))
llllyyyynnnn: A country couple, a farmer and his wife, stepped off the train in Boston, Mass. and walked timidly without an

appointment into the outer office of the president of Harvard University. The secretary could tell in a moment that such

backwoods, country hicks had no business at Harvard and probably shouldn’t even be in Cambridge.

    “We’d like to see the president,” the man said softly, when he finally managed to get the secretary’s attention. 

    “He’ll be busy all day,” the secretary snapped. “Oh, that’s okay. We can wait,” the lady replied. 

     For hours the secretary ignored them, hoping that the couple would finally become discouraged and go away. They

didn’t, though, and the secretary was growing frustrated. Finally, she decided to disturb the president, even though it was a

chore she always regretted. “Maybe if you see them for a few minutes, they’ll finally leave,” she told him. 

     He sighed in exasperation and nodded. Someone of his importance obviously didn’t have the time to spend with these

types of people, and he detested women in gingham dresses and men in homespun suits cluttering up his outer office. 

     The president, stern faced and with dignity, finally strutted towards the couple and asked what it was they needed. The

lady spoke. “We had a son who attended Harvard for one year. He loved Harvard. He was happy here. But about a year

ago, he was accidentally killed. My husband and I would like to create a memorial to him,somewhere on campus.”

   The president wasn’t touched. He was shocked. “Madam,” he said, gruffly, “we cannot just put up a statue for every

person who has attended Harvard and died. If we did, this place would look like a cemetery.”    

     “Oh, no,” the lady explained quickly. “We don’t want to erect a statue. We thought we would like to give a building to

Harvard.” The president rolled his eyes. He glanced at their folksy clothing and exclaimed, “A building! Do you have any

earthly idea how much a building costs? Here at Harvard each building costs well over a million dollars.”

     For a moment the lady was silent. The president was pleased. Maybe he could get rid of them now. The lady turned to

her husband and said quietly, “Is that all it costs to start a university? Why don’t we just start our own?” Her husband

nodded amiably in agreement. The president’s face wilted and fell in confusion and bewilderment. 


