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We learn an important lesson from the story of the three wells that
Yitzchok dug, as a way that one can progress in the service of Hashenm.
Explains the Bais Avrohom, R' Avrohom of Slonim ZT"L, in the
beginning the Yetzer Harah tries to overcome a person and convince him
with all kinds of logic and arguments that he should not serve Hashem. This
is called »poy» - "Contention” - the name of the first well - since the Yerzer
Harah contends with him, in order to restrain him from properly serving
Hashem. When a person has managed to overcome this first obstacle, the
Yetzer Harah again arises to oppose him, even stronger now, and cause his
resolve to weaken so he may fall. This is called "mwvow - "Opposition”. If,
after all this, he still manages to win over his Yetzer Harah, then Hashem
will reward him - "dnd now Hashem has made room for us (mnn) and we
will be fruitful in the land." The wells of Yitzchok were not stopped up like
his father, Avrohom's wells were, because they were made with an extra
exertion of his strength. And what a Jew achieves while serving Hashem
with extra exertion will remain forever, like an iron wall.

The first letters of the names 207 ,Mmvw ,poy spell out the word yw -
wicked, but also the word v - gate. This teaches us that when one exerts
himself to the point that he actually overcomes his Yerzer Harah, he leaves
behind his identity of yw and passes through the "gate" of righteousness, as
the posuk says, "This is the gate of Hashem, the tzaddikim enter through it."
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R' Chaim Soloveitchik ZT"L (R' Chaim Brisker) would say:
"The Russian government passed a resolution that every Jewish rabbi
must know Russian. If it would be up to me, I would propose a resolution
that every rabbi must know Shas and Poskim!"

R' Dov Ber of Mezeritch ZT"L (Mezeritcher Maggid) would say:
"One who creates a small defect in his body, creates a great defect in his
soul!"

R' Sholom Ber ZT"L of Lubavitch would say:

"Fear of death occurs only when a person has only one world, but many
Gods. However, when the reverse is true, and a person has only one G-d and
two worlds, deat]} is not that frightening.” \
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Avimelech, and not from Avrohom. Hashem, therefore, formed the image
of Avrohom onto Yitzchok's face, so as to dispel all doubt. The gemara
(v¥ NP N22) tells us that Avrohom went a bit further and created a coin
with the image of Yitzchok on one side and Avrohom on the other, so that
even people who were unable to see father and son in person, would be able
to acquire this coin and see for themselves that Yitzchok was truly the son
of Avrohom - and n%, G-d forbid, a mamzer from Avimelech."

The rich man was still smarting from the Maggid's comment and was
still unconvinced. "So, what does that have to do with me?" he asked.

The Dubno Maggid looked at him sharply. "When Yitzchok would take
the coin out of his pocket, only then could everybody see that he wasn't a
mamzer. But if Yitzchok never takes a coin out of his pocket, how could
anyone know the truth and not think he's really a bastard?" The rich man
understood the Maggid's intention and gave a sizable donation.
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The Ba'al Haturim writes that the last posuk of Parshas Vayera -
"29) PAN DI MDY ... MY TY AN NI - “And (Yishmael) dwelt Jfrom
Chavila until Shur ... over all his brothers he lay", and the first posuk of
this week's Parsha, are juxtaposed to teach us that only when the reign of
Yishmael falls, will moshiach come. R' Moshe Wolfson Shlit"a explains
this on a deeper level: The prerequisite to inheriting Eretz Yisroel is the
mitzvah of Bris Milah. Not only Jews, but even the descendants of
Yishmael practice the art of circumcision and, therefore, also have a claim
to Eretz Yisroel. However, their practice of this mitzvah is devoid of the
holy intentions which the descendants of Yitzchok, the Jewish people, have.

As we know, control of the world's fire is in the hands of the descendants
of Yishmael, who control the flow of oil; indeed, nine centuries ago, Rashi
observed that the fact that Yosef was sold to a caravan of Yishmaelites
bearing sweet-smelling "spices, balsam, and lotus” (n2-19) was a miracle,
because Arabs ordinarily sell only foul-smelling oil. As a result, the final
redemption of the Jewish people will follow the reign of Yishmael since,
according to the Zohar, the mitzvah of circumcision is related to the
"element” of fire and in its merit thie third Bais Hamikdash will come down
from heaven in a ball of fire. Then we will merit the true fulfillment of the
posuk whose gematria equals that of 5w a1, a total of 1062, w1 N
PININ TN - "The son of that maidservant (Yishmael) will not inherit.”
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Many years ago, there lived a wealthy man in the town of Dubno, by
the name of Yitzchok. He was referred to thus, without the customary title
of "Reb" before his name, because he was far from a respectable citizen of
the city. Although he had much money and owned a large, vibrant
business, he was universally regarded as closefisted and even miserly. No
one had ever succeeded in squeezing out even a few pennies for rzedakah
from this rich man; no one that is, until the famous Dubno Maggid, R'
Yaakov Krantz ZT"L approached him for a worthy cause.

As expected, the wealthy miser turned him down and refused to part
with any money. All the Maggid's requests were in vain. When the Maggid
realized that his conventional methods of persuasion were not working
with Yitzchok the miser, he changed tracks and tried a different approach.

"If you do not give rzedakah," R' Yaakov called out in a loud voice,
hoping to attract attention, "The world will think you are a Mamzer! Is that
what you want? That the world should consider you a mamzer!?"

Naturally, this comment got everybody's attention, including the now
outraged Yitzchok. How dare anyone call into question his lineage? What
right did the Maggid have to say such words, which Yitzchok knew, were
obviously not true? He had to know what the Maggid was talking about.

R' Yaakov explained. "In Parshas Toldos, Rashi states that the scorners
of that generation, would say that Sarah conceived Yitzchok, her son, from
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