
v,agb rcsv iufb ,nt vbvu cyhv ,arsu ,gnau lk sdvu
 /// ktrahc ,tzv vcgu,v(s-zh)ke tyj kfn ,hkhka vgpav - 

    `iuak wogvw rntba ouen kfw :(df ,ut f varp vcr rcsnc) arsnc t,h
ouen ah ,tz rutk /k"fg wtuv jca iuak wktrahw rntba ouen kfu 'tuv htbd
ukt hfu wktrahc ,tzv vcgu,v v,agbw ubhbpka trenc rntb vnk ,uaevk

?wogvw ohtreb uhvh tk vnku !?ucajhh ohcuajk vrz vsucg iuugc ukafba
 urnta od,pv tuv gush okut    gggg""""hhhhzzzz    ttttzzzzkkkkggggccccnnnn    ssss""""hhhhrrrrvvvvnnnn    eeee""""vvvvddddvvvvtaruuc hsuvh ratfa '

sn,an zhrtpc hsuvh hzt (ohasj,nv auck zt vhva) ohru,pf og auckn acuk
oaur vaug tuv 'atrc iye oun ah ratfu 'sjt ;udf ov ktrah og kf hf /k"jr
ukafb ogca ohkpava w,gnau lk s#D%vw ota cu,fv rnta uvz ///uhrct rtac oumg
'ogca ohcuajv - wktrah ,chxc ,tzv vcgu,v v,agbwa ihc, ',ujpu rufg iuugc

/runj iuug kg rucgk oh,ujpvk vnrda thvu 'ke tyjc ukafb ov hf
 vcjrvc ohrtucn ohrcsvu    gggg""""hhhhzzzz    ttttbbbbrrrrnnnntttteeeennnn    eeee""""vvvvrrrrvvvvkkkk    wwwwvvvvffffrrrrccccvvvv    kkkkffffhhhhvvvvwwww    aaaauuuusssseeeevvvv    rrrrppppxxxxcccc

 gushv hp kgw :c,fa '(jka wp)ccccuuuuyyyy    ooooaaaa    kkkkggggcccc    hhhh""""rrrrvvvv    iiiirrrrnnnnnnnnke tyj vaug ehsmvaf '
] vtr sjt ogpa gushf 'runj tyj yuap ahtk orudyyyy""""aaaaggggccccvvvvhbunvn sjt [unmgc 

vz ,t vtrha ,ca tuv kkhj ihbg vzhtc vz kg sutn jbt,n vhvu ',ca kkhja og
vzcu 'w,caw treba ofj shnk, og unmg anhaa ohnav in uk utrvu ',ca kkjn
ctc wy khkc cauh vhva shnk,k sjt ogp grht ifu /,ca kukhj u,unf ahtk cajb
,hrc odu 'vjsb vhv hf 't,hhruts ihzr c,ufu ohsujh sjhhn vhvu 'vkhk ,umj rjt
u,ut ouj,k xbfbu ',ukhct in u,gs jhxvu unmgk khev if kg 'vz ouhc vhv vkhn
hshk uthcvu 'guca u,utc garv uc vrd,v if kg 'garv o"x ka ukucd dhavu 'garv

lnn cr og cfru xux ,htru lhcht kg vnjknk tm, hf
 /// ovn trh, tk(t-f)wv ,sucgc vjkmvk iputv ihbgc - 

    k c,f obnt /vnjkn tmuhaf trh vhvh tka ubhrhvzn vru,v uyuapvvvvbbbbuuuuhhhh    uuuubbbbhhhhccccrrrr
vvvvccccuuuuaaaa,,,,    hhhhrrrrggggaaaa))))tk" ka ruxhtvu ,"havc iujycv ,umn ruenv tuv vz euxpa (c"k 'wd 

uk ruxt 'uc tmnb osta vrm kfc tkt 'vnjknk tmhaf teusc ubht '"ovn trh,
/tck vcure u,guah hf ',"havc juyck er ohfhrmu 'sjp ,uhvk

,njknc hrhht trev ,buufa 'rjt iputc trev ,buuf rtcn oharpnv obnt    
tmuh sjtaf unfs /grv rmhvn trhk tka ubhrhvzn vausev vru,va /rmhv
jmbk u,kfhc ihta cauja ouan ubhhv 'chutv in trh vhvha rapta ogyv 'vnjknk
kufha hn ihtu .rtc ruchdv tuva ihntn ,ntc sjt ota /ubnn vae chutva 'usdbf
vru,va 'rmhv ,njkn ihbgk f"fu /chutv in vtrh vhvh tk htsuc 'usdbf sungk
tuva 'usdbf oujkk jf hc iht rnth tka 'grv rmh in vtrh ,uhvk tka 'ubrhvzn
ihntvk lhrma ubrhvzn vru,v vnjknc unfs /vrund ,ugy uvz - hbnn vae r,uh
vru,v tpud z"gu ',"hav ka u,kufhn gbnb rcs oua ihtu '"kufh kf" tuva ,"havc
ostv lhrmu "vbunt" lhrm grv rmhv sdbf vz vnjknc if unf 'wvc juyck ubk ubhumn

uk rntu /udrvu u,unf gar iycc ihfx cj, rjt gara uxgfc ordu 'kusd xgf
cubhsn e"vrv c,f lfu /k"fg 'wvz kg od vcua, vagu 'tuv ord vz kfa irn
,tn ubhshc kcuenw :k"zu (u ,ut ws rntn hra, hrntn) wrfaah hbcw e"vpxc

vvvv""""vvvvkkkkkkkkzzzz    ccccuuuuyyyy    ooooaaaa    kkkkggggccccvvvv    hhhhsssshhhhnnnnkkkk,,,,'ost vzhtc vrhcg vzht vturaf ehsmv ukhpt '
sjtc vtra grhta 'cuy oa kgcv hshnk,n urpxu /// vrenc ubht htsu vz vbv
kgs uhagnc apapu ',tzf uvutrv vnk onu,an sngu 'thxvrpc ,ca kkhja
treba ofj shnk,s t,ukhz curen gnaa tmnu apap 'vzf iuug uc ah ujrf
ke tyjc kafb ehsmv ota ovhrcsn lk hrv /k"fg 'e,au 'rvuzc urntf w,caw
ohnav in ohccxn ztu /k"r runj tyjc kafh ,ujp ost vzhta lfc orud tuv
lf lu,nu 'kev utyj h"g lfk orda vz tuva rhfhu 'tyjv vz ehsmv vtrha
///runjv kg u,chxc rcga hnc od vcua, rrugh lfcu 'kev utyj kg cuak rrug,h

ukt od ifa 'ohh,hntv ohehsmv hpkf er urntb tk ohrcsva ,gsk ohfhrmu   
ovafu 'ovn oh,ujpv ukt ,nugk ohehsmf ov ohcajb 'ohrund ohehsm obhta

 /ohrunj ohtyjc ukafh ovn oh,ujpva f"d ohnrud ov 'ke tyjc ohkafb
,jt kg rucgk uv,pn rmhvaf ostk euzhjf anak ohfhrm ohrcsv ukt    
aha vn scknu 'wke tyjwc er rcusna tuv uhu,hpn ,jt hf 'vkhkj ,uumnvn
rcusn tk ,ntca uk chavk od ohfhrm 'wke tyjwc od ausk ruxta uk chavk
kufh tuv ,urus vnf gsuh hnu ',usku, od uk ah tyjv vza iuhf wke tyjwc er
orud tuv tyuj ehsmvafu 'ktrah ,uapbc aha ,udrsnv ov ,ucr hf 'shkuvk
vfunb vdhrsn kgc u,ut ka utyju 'ubnhv v,ujp vdhrsnc tuva vzk kuafn
ohkufh ,tzf vsku, kf kgu 'vtkv lfu 'ubnn ,ujp tuva vzk kuafn if od orud
ukt kf kgu 'v,rcjn r,uh vrunj ,jt kf hf 'k"r wctv jfn icv jf vphw rnuk

 /;ux rcsk ah ot gsuh hnu 'u,uhrjt ,t iuatrv ehsmv kcen
kfcu /,ubuhxb u,utc sungk ,kufhv i,b v"cev ,- uk aha iuhxb kfa ihntvk
jmbk jfv i,ub v"ceva 'jmbk jfv uk aha unmgc ihntvk lhrm - rmhv ,njkn

/hbnn r,uh vae grv rmhva rnuk ,ugyu - vnjkn u,utc
'"sjt xuxf okuf ohcuaj hbhgc - cfru xux" :h"arps 'vsueb sug ;hxuvk ahu    

 /k"fgtku '"xux" shjh iuakc trec rntb gusns 'tres tbahkc ehhsk aha rnukf
hxux" k"kuvu 'ohxux vcrv vcrv ah kkf lrsc vnjknk tmuhafs '"ohxux"tku '"o

ov v"cev hbhgc ohxux vcrv ah ot ukhpta 'rnuk tuva h"ar ruthc z"gu /"xux"
'vz rcs ostv ihnth otu 'kkf jf oua ovk ihta rnukf ',jt xuxf cajb okuf
ubsnkk tc vru,v vbvs 'rjt iputc trev ,buuf k"h obnt /ovn vtrh vhvh tk
,nkjn kg hte od tuva trev ,buuf arpk ahs 'rmhv ,njknc jhkmvk iputv
h"g tuv 'rmhv ,njknc jhkmvk iputva ubsnkk tc vru,va k"h f"t 'rmhv
.pue sjt ot kct 'jhkmvk lhha ygn ygn ka lkvn h"g era 'vdrs rjt vdrs
ka ohxuxv kf durvk t"ta unf 'vzf iputc jhkmvk lhha tk vucd vdhrsnk
lkhk lhrm rmhv ,njknc f"f 'vzf iputc jhkmvk lhha tk ',jt ,cc cuhtv
iputv uvza rhfn ,ntc sjt otu /jhkmvk lhha z"hg eru 'vdhrsn rjt vdhrsnc
sungk vaea vtrb ot ukhpta 'grv rmhv in vtrh vhvh tk 'wv ,sucgc jhkmvk

/sdbf sungk lhha jhkmvk iputv tuva vdrs rjt vdrs ka uz lkvncs 'sdbf

vnur, lrx ouan -ihkujk ohsh ,khyb""  - The Gemara says, the ibcr instituted ohsh ,khyb before eating ihkuj ojk because of sugu vnur, lrx
vumn ouan. Abaye says, "ohnfj hrcs gunak vumn". Rashi explains, the ibcr were ie,n that by touching vnur,, we treat our hands as if they are
tny (hba) and must be washed. In order to keep the ohbvf in the habit of washing before they eat vnur,, we were ie,n (even for ohktrah) to
always wash prior to eating ihkuj as well.  [vumn v"s]wxu,  asks: why is listening to the ohnfj hrcs a separate vumn? It is the ibcr who say to wash
for ihkuj because of vnur, lrx, so it is really one reason? wxu, answers, it is really 2 reasons. 1- Because of vnur, lrx. 2- Because of ,uheb.
    The Mishnah [/sh ,ca] says: unwashed hands are vnur, kxup because "ov ,uhbexg ohshv". Rashi explains, the reason is for ,uheb. Since
one’s hands are always active, it is likely he touched parts of his body that are unclean and it would be a htbd for vnur, to be handled by unclean
hands as it is xutn. So, we were ie,n that hands should be considered tny and thus must be washed prior to eating vnur,. Rashi brings from
his "ubh,ucr" a different reason for this vbe, due to the concern that one’s hands are actually tny. Rashi asks 3 ,uhae on this yap and says tk"
"trhvb. ktbbj ubhcr [oa] and the o"cnr [ch-v ohcz ,uhbanv aurhp] explain like "ubh,ucr" that it’s a aaj the hands were actually tny.
     The  [wc's"xe j"ut]g"ua  says, if one is in middle of his vsugx and realizes that he touched parts of his ;ud that are normally covered, he must
wash his hands again with a vfrc. The c"ban brings the k"arvn that one does not make a vfrc again and is ghrfn that if one touched a ouen
ann ;buyn, or went to he txfv ,hc (ohkusd), he makes another vfrc. If one just touched a part that is usually covered or went to the txfv ,hc
(ohbye), he washes again, but without a vfrc. In vfkv ruthc he brings the ohsdn hrp that this vfkv is huk, in our ,eukjn between h"ar and
ubh,ucr. According to h"ar, one would need to make a new vfrc since ,uheb is the ogy rehg why we wash for vnur, (hands are ,uhbexg and
probably touched ,pbuyn ouen). But according to  ubh,ucr (and the o"cnr) one would not need to make a new vfrc because the original vbe,
was for a aaj maybe one touched a vtnuyk iuatr so his hands are a hba and because of vnur, lrx we wash for ihkuj as well. But if one is
sure and was careful not to touch vtnuy but only touched a ;buyn ouen in middle of his vsugx, he should not have to make a vfrc. The ruthc
vfkv finds it difficult that the g"ua would not pasken like the j"r 'o"cnr 'ubh,ucr and therefore argues on the understanding of the ohsdn hrp. a"g
     The  [wh'j"be j"ut]g"ua  says even though the rugha for h"kyb is a ,hghcr, one should wash with a lot of water. Because tsxj wr said htan tbt"
"t,uchy hbpj tkn hk ucvhu thn hbpj tkn - I washed with a lot of water and was given a lot of tcuy. The c"ban says even so, vkhj,fk it is better
not to wash like this for this reason, because it would be xrp kcek n"g. Rather one should do everything ,"hav sucfk and the rfa will come
tkhnn. If one is rhvz in this practice yet doesn’t                                                                                    receive ,urhag, it is because "ihcfgn uhagn".        

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

R’ Yitzchok Elchanan Spektor zt”l (Be’er Yitzchok) would say:
     “Dovid Hamelech wrote:  wapb ,chan vnhn, wv ,ru,w (j-yh ohkv,) - ‘The law of Hashem is perfect, comforting the soul.’
Likewise, the Torah tells us: wlhekt wv og vhv, ohn,w - ‘Be wholehearted (perfect) with Hashem, your G-d.’ The
connection between the two teaches us that wtuv sj t,hhrtu ktrahw - Bnei Yisroel and the Torah are one. Just as a Sefer
Torah is invalid if even one letter is missing, so too, Bnei Yisroel is incomplete when even one Jew strays from Torah.”

A Wise Man would say: “The truth does not change according to our ability to stomach it.”          
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         A SERIES IN HALACHA
       LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Monetary, Interpersonal Laws and Din Torah (75)
Monetary Laws. In the series we started last week discussing
monetary topics relevant to the Yom Tov of Sukkos, we explained
the way to buy the Arba Minim so that it correctly belongs to the
buyer and he fulfills the requirement of "ofk" (owning items of
mitzvah) which is required on the first two days of Sukkos. [This
year when the first day of Yom Tov is on Shabbos and we don’t
take Lulav and Esrog, it is relevant for the second day.] Let us
continue with this monetary requirement of "ofk". 
Partnership. If two or more people jointly buy a set of Arba
Minim for the sake of the mitzvah, they can both [or all] be yotze
one after the other. Since it was purchased for the sake of the
mitzvah, each “partner” agrees that it should belong to each one
completely when he picks it up for the mitzvah. In this case there
is still a preference for each partner to say to the other as he lifts
it up that he is clearly gifting the set to the other as a present with
a condition to return it (rhzjvk ,bn kg vb,n) as explained in
Mishna Berura (1). I remember one year when a few talmidei

 

      

chachamim did this as they could not afford to buy it separately.
In our case of partnership, there would be a preference that each
should daven at a different minyan at a different time so that each
one will be able to to do the ohgubgb - the appropriate shaking of
the four minim - during the reciting of Hallel (2).
Using Another’s Arba Minim. If one needs to fulfill the mitzvah
with another person’s set, he can ask him to give him a n"g vb,n
rhzjvk. Then it is deemed “owned” by the receiver if he gives it
back afterwards, when the original owner needs it. Although it is
better to speak out clearly that it is a rhzjvk n"g vb,n, if he did not,
it’s like he said it since that’s what people do in such circumstances
(3). When one returns the lulav set to the owner, it must be returned
in a transactional manner by giving it back into the hands of the
owner, not just putting it down somewhere (4). In fact, some Poskim
(5) hold that he should say, “I am gifting this set back to you to be
yours forever.” The Shaar Hatziyon (6) argues that it is enough just
to give it back into his hands without saying anything. It is assumed
that he is giving it back in a valid way to become his forever.

   



   The Torah forbids planting an Asherah - a tree used for idol worship - next to the Mizbeach. While the literal prohibition
against planting idolatrous trees near an altar seems distant from modern daily life, its broader message remains painfully
relevant: we must not mix the profane with the sacred. Unfortunately, this blend of the holy and the secular creeps into even our
vibrantly frum world. Consider neginah (song), one of Klal Yisroel’s most elevated spiritual tools. The Vilna Gaon zt”l teaches
that the heichal of neginah in shamayim sits right alongside the heichal of teshuvah. Through a pure, holy niggun, a person can
reach immense spiritual heights, stirring joy and yearning for closeness to Hashem. Yet today, this sacred tool has been
hijacked. Under the thin guise of Hebrew or Yiddish lyrics, musical styles drawn from the lowest cultural elements have
infiltrated our simchos, cars, and personal devices. Non-Jewish music frequently serves as wedding intros. Dance floors, once
reserved for the exalted mitzvah of rejoicing with a chosson and kallah, often resemble wild disco clubs, filled with rowdy
gyrating that expresses everything except spirituality. Is this not planting an Asherah tree in the middle of the Bais HaMikdash?
    A respected yeshivah mashgiach once shared that while visiting a kiruv camp, he learned they had a psak allowing music
during the Three Weeks due to their unique atmosphere. Upon hearing the song selection, he remarked that he fully understood
the ruling: modern music reflects the tragedy of galus so deeply that listening to it is entirely fitting for mourning the Churban. 
    In another instance, an ostensibly heimish musician played heavy electronic club music at a wedding despite explicit instructions
not to. When confronted by the baal simcha, he answered, “What should I do? I have a reputation to uphold!” It is tragic when
an unrefined musician whose life revolves around a keyboard dictates the spiritual atmosphere of a Jewish celebration.
    As Elul and the season of teshuvah arrive, let us be mischazeik ourselves. We must purge such music from our playlists and
simchos, removing all modern “Asherahs” from our lives so we may approach Hashem pure, clean, and ready for forgiveness.

      The Torah dictates that the Jewish monarch, the melech of Klal Yisroel, must have a Sefer Torah present with him at all
times, lest he become too haughty. The Ramban notes that herein lies a remez regarding the issur of ga’avah, if even the king
must stay far away from this terrible middah, then most certainly common folk must do so as well. The Sefas Emes asks: why
did the Ramban have to wait until this parsha to point this out? Earlier (8:11:17), the Torah already admonishes us in a similar
vein: "vzv khjv ,t hk vag hsh omgu hjf lcckc ,rntu ///lhekt wv ,t ,jfau lcck oru ///lhekt wv ,t jfa, ip lk rnav". The Torah warns
that a person who is doing well financially must be vigilant not to forget Hashem, ch”v, and claim that it was their own
wisdom and smarts that earned them their wealth. What did the Ramban see here beyond what was already stated in Eikev?
    The velt answers with a sadly comical story. There was once a gabbai who overheard a chashuva, “mizrach-vant” type of
fellow davening and deeply emphasizing Hashem’s greatness while describing how low he himself was as a person. Thinking
that this fellow possessed unparalleled humility and truly felt so little of himself, the gabbai decided that instead of giving him
Shishi or another honorable aliyah, he would just call him up for a simple, ordinary aliyah. After davening, the distinguished
anav was furious and approached the gabbai demanding an explanation. The gabbai excused himself and said, “I overheard
your beautiful davening...” to which the man replied, “You’re right. In relation to Hashem, I am nothing. But yenem, the other
guy? He is mamash nothing compared to me!” This explains why both warnings are needed. In Parshas Eikev, the Torah
warns against "wv ,t ,jfau" but a separate warning was still needed here in Shoftim regarding a fellow Yid: ucck or h,kck"
"uhjtn. This teaches us the vital importance of both bein adam laMakom and bein adam lachaveiro. As Elul commences, let
us, b’ezras Hashem and with much siyata dishmaya, work on both, living a life of true shleimus and honesty.                                 

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

 /// iuhm lzg hack hrug hrug(t-cb whgah)

jczn kmt .g kf vrat lk gy, tk
 /// lk vag, rat lhekt wv(tf-zy)

vumnv in rux h,kcku uhjtn ucck our h,kck
 u,fknn kg ohnh lhrth ignk kutnau ihnh ///(f-zh)

 /// ypanv rcs ,t lk ushdvu ,arsu ovv ohnhc vhvh rat ypav ktu ohukv ohbvfv kt ,tcu(y-zh)
     A true Rav recognizes that giving a Halachic ruling isn’t about saving face or appearing knowledgeable, it’s about
rendering the absolute truth of the Torah. Unlike secular professions where people might feel compelled to project certainty to
maintain professional credibility, a Rav knows that a incorrect ruling carries spiritual consequences.
    One year, a few days before Pesach, R’ Yaakov Kamenetsky zt”l, needed to take a specific medicine and wanted to be
entirely certain about the precise nature of its ingredients. Looking closely at the label, he spotted a complex chemical term
and based on a logical deduction about the substance’s Latin root, he reasoned that he understood what the compound was.
Still, when it came to making a decision that required absolute certainty, R’ Yaakov refused to rely solely on his own
assumptions. He decided to walk down to the local pharmacy to double-check with a professional.
    At the store, R’ Yaakov presented his question to the practitioner behind the counter. The pharmacist took the query
seriously and began pulling heavy reference manuals and trade books from the shelves. For a long stretch of time, the man
flipped through index after index, searching for the exact compound. Yet, as the minutes ticked by, it became increasingly
obvious from the pharmacist’s hesitant body language that he wasn’t finding the information. Eventually, the pharmacist
closed the final volume, turned to R’ Yaakov, and confidently declared that the medicine was completely fine to use.
    R’ Yaakov thanked the man politely and left, but he saw right through the interaction. It was clear that the pharmacist had
simply been too embarrassed to admit he didn’t know the answer. In his line of work, confessing ignorance felt like a blow to
his professional standing, so he offered a reassuring answer instead of an honest one. 
     Reflecting on the moment afterward, R’ Yaakov pointed out to his talmidim that this encounter highlighted the profound
difference between a secular professional and a true Torah authority. A professional often feels pressured to produce a quick,
authoritative answer at all costs to protect their reputation, even if they have to invent something. A true Rav, however, carries
a sacred responsibility where guessing is simply never an option.
    To illustrate his point, R’ Yaakov shared a story about the Beis Halevi, R’ Yosef Dov Halevi Soloveitchik zt”l, from the time
he was first appointed as the chief rabbi of the city of Brisk. The Beis Halevi was renowned across Europe as a towering genius
whose depth of learning was practically unmatched, and the community was thrilled to have such a brilliant leader. Shortly after
his arrival, a member of the town came to him with a particularly difficult question. The new Rav listened intently, paused, and
then simply said, “I don’t know.” The questioner was stunned, but assumed it was just a rare oversight. Soon after, another
resident brought a second issue to the rabbinical court, and to everyone’s utter shock, the Beis Halevi gave the exact same
response: “I don’t know.” When it happened a third time, panic began to spread among the city leaders. The town notables
quickly gathered for an emergency meeting to figure out what to do. They argued that while he might be a brilliant scholar
capable of giving deep lomdish shiurim, a community needed a practical authority who could actually answer everyday questions
and provide clear rulings. Regretfully, they decided they had no choice but to ask their newly hired rabbi to step down.
     A delegation of prominent leaders walked to the Beis Halevi’s home to gently break the news and express their deep
disappointment. Hearing their concerns, the Beis Halevi didn’t get defensive; instead, he smiled warmly and reassured them.
He explained that there was no need to worry and that, moving forward, he would readily address all of their future questions. 
    He then revealed his true intention: he had intentionally held back his answers to establish a vital principle right at the start
of his tenure. He wanted both the community and himself to know, beyond a shadow of a doubt, that if a moment ever came
where he truly did not know an answer, he would never let pride or embarrassment push him into guessing. 
    For a true authority, admitting “I don’t know” isn’t a sign of weakness but the ultimate proof of integrity and responsibility.   
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 /// lhrga kfc lk i,, ohryau ohypa(jh-zy)
llllyyyynnnn: A young man got married, drawing family from far and
wide. Among the guests was a distant uncle who was
completely disconnected from his Jewish heritage. Set in his
secular ways, he had long rebuffed any attempts to bring him
closer to Judaism. During the wedding, a warm and
perceptive Rosh Kollel noticed the uncle. Determined to
awaken the man’s dormant soul, the rabbi purposefully drew
him into the center of the dancing. The uncle felt genuinely
embraced, forming an instant bond with the rabbi.
    Hoping to nurture this unexpected connection, the family
later asked the Rosh Kollel to call him. The rabbi obliged, but
the conversation quickly stalled. It was the month of Elul,
and noticing a shofar on his desk, the rabbi had an idea. Over

the phone, he blew the traditional blasts and asked if the sounds
were familiar. The uncle quietly said yes, and then hung up.
    Years later, at the bar mitzvah of the original chosson’s
son, an unfamiliar, fully observant man approached the Rosh
Kollel. It was the distant uncle. Astonished, the rabbi asked
him what had ignited his transformation. “It was the shofar,”
the uncle revealed. “Those sounds shook me to my core. I
couldn’t continue my old life. I grabbed onto that moment
and never let go.” Today, thanks to a few simple blasts, he
and his entire family live beautiful, committed Jewish lives.
llllyyyynnnnpppp: “Judges and officers you shall appoint in all your
gates.” Now in Elul, our eyes, our ears, and our mouth are
our ‘gates.’ The Torah is teaching us to set up internal judges
(our conscience and hashkafa) and officers (our discipline
and willpower) to govern what enters and exits these gates.

    The fourth Haftorah of consolation depicts Yeshaya
HaNavi exhorting Klal Yisroel to always remain true to
Hashem and never lose sight of their goal in this world -
serving Hashem with complete conviction and devotion.
Interestingly, the word "hrug" - “awaken” was used twice by
the Navi while underscoring his point, so what is the
significance of this double wording?
    R’ Shlomo Ephraim Luntschitz zt”l (Kli Yakar)
explains that Yeshaya HaNavi had prayed to Hashem earlier
to come to the aid of the suffering Jewish people in exile.
Hashem responded that when Klal Yisroel “awakens” from
their spiritual to slumber, then, and only then, will He come
to their assistance and bring Mashiach. For Bnei Yisroel in

exile, “awakening” to someone saying that their redemption
was imminent seemed more like a fantasy than reality.
Nevertheless, this “awakening” was imperative to the coming
of Mashiach and so the Navi tried to get the Nation to “wake
up” out of their despair and then “awaken” and redefine their
priorities to reflect their old feelings of devotion to Hashem.
   In times of uncertainty, people tend to look upward and
wonder why calamities happen. They question Hashem’s
plan and seek ways to artificially alter them. They forget that
Hashem is the master of the world and no human being will
ever be able to “change His mind” on anything. However,
Hashem has left one avenue open to try an influence His
decision - the awe-inspiring power of teshuva.

i
i
i
i
i
i
i


