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Swp): Sin taints the air, and a person whose heart is not
whole and pure is easily influenced by an atmosphere of sin
that renders people coarse. How much more is this true of
places where a sin has been committed! It is written in Sefer
HaChassidim that if someone is about to purchase a houggr
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Shmittas Kesafim: Lending Money. The Torah says in
Parshas Re’eh (1): N27p N2 H¥H2 7220 0y 127 72 19 0 mwn”
"NON AP .. W0 1IN XY IPIAND PRND DY NOWIWN 1OV YW TV
There are two negative commandments (19..9wn) for one who
refuses to lend money because the end of the Shmittah year is
coming soon, and he might lose the money he loaned. Even
when Shmittas Kesafim is only Rabbinic (y2772), like nowadays
as explained last week, the one who refuses to lend because of it,
transgresses these commandments on a Torah (XryNT) level
@. If one does lend and doesn’t worry about Shmitta, the Torah
rewards him saying: pwyn 551 Ppo-N N 272 M 1T Yo 0"
" ndwn 9o This means that even though the normal rule is
that the reward for mitzvos is not in this world »na myn DY)
(oD Ndy, here there is an exception as the posuk clearly states
one “will be blessed in all his deeds and all his actions.”

When to Lend. If a borrower would otherwise not borrow the
money, and is just borrowing near the end of Shmittah to take
advantage in order to get his debt cancelled, Sefer Shmittas
Kesafim Kehilchoso, quoted by R’ Chaim Kanievsky Shlit’a
@) says that these commandments do not apply and one does not
have to lend him. Likewise, if it is clear that he will not be able to
pay back before the end of Shmittah, one does not have to lend.
Pruzbul. The great Hillel Hazaken, in his generation, saw that

vee IR T RYT
1 R’ Simcha Zissel Ziv ZT”’L (Alter from Kelm) would say:
“PPONR N HYN TTNY WP D Ny 0NN NOPOY - The Torah says that we should have no mercy on one who tries to

apartment, he should optimally buy one that no one has lived
in before. This is because a sin or heinous misdeed may have
been committed in a place where others have previously
lived, and the stench of the sin lingers on. It can even have a
detriment'al influence on those who live there afterwards.
o\ 77949 9 ”
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people were transgressing and not lending money to others in the
Shmittah year. In an attempt to help the needy receive necessary
loans, and to ensure that the rich people do not transgress by not
lending, he instituted the concept of Pruzbul. A Pruzbul is a
document that a person can write up whereby he can easily
transfer the ownership of the debt over to a Beis Din. Since Beis
Din, as an institution, does not have a prohibition to claim a debt
and the cancellation of a debt does not apply, this will work to
allow him to get his money back. We will discuss how to do a
Pruzbul and what sort of a Beis Din is needed, but there is a fasc-
inating and relevant question that we wish to discuss beforehand.
Time-Zone Difference. Reuven lives in Eretz Yisroel and borrows
money from Shimon, who lives in America. If Reuven is in Israel,
where the year ends seven hours earlier, and Shimon is in America,
where the year ends seven hours later, when does Reuven’s debt
get cancelled? One could say that this is debt that Reuven owes
and if he is in an “immune zone” that hour, the debt is cancelled
earlier. On the other hand, one could argue that the cancellation of
debt is concurrent with the Torah’s instruction to Shimon not to
claim the debt and we go after the place of the lender, Shimon,
which is seven hours later. R* Elyashiv ZT’L ¢ and a number of
contemporary seforim on Pruzbul hold like the second logic, but to
keep out of doubt one should write it early enough in the moming

before sunset in Israel, and not wait till later in the day ().
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persuade others to serve idolatry, and we should kill him. Even if after the conviction someone wants to bring proof for his
acquittal, we don’t accept it, even though by other capital punishment trials we redo the case if one brings evidence to
acquit him. (Rashi) The reason we are more severe is, ‘He sought to make you stray from Hashem your G-d’ - even if he
just sought to persuade you but didn’t succeed, have no mercy on him. This is if someone ‘sought’ to make another sin - he
gets such a punishment. How much more so by doing good which is treated five hundred times greater than bad. We see
how much reward one will get for just wanting to come closer to Hashem even if he didn’t actualize his desire.”

Sanzer Rebbe, R’ Chaim Halberstam ZT”’L would say:

“If you are a person who does not pay his bills on time, at the grocer or the vegetable merchant, you should not
come to ask me for a blessing for your children. From the fact that you don’t pay your bills on time, the merchant
you took items from is obligated to finance your purchases with his own money. It is considered as if your children
were eating stolen food! In that case, how can you possibly think that you will succeed in educating your children?”

A Wise Man would say:

b P AT PIYS P WT PRI IR XTI KT 2NI7 AT NN 00w AYTo D20K DPOR ‘770 *D N KITA K023 12T 9K Imwn 8D (1 g A P;;}Xg&*;?ﬁ;%g}fﬁfﬁ&gle permanently by doing for them, what they could and should do for themselves.
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or many years until his death in 1969, the Ponevezher Rav, R’ Yosef Shlomo Kaheneman ZT”’L, used to visit
Miami Beach, Florida, annually in order to raise funds for his yeshivah. He would come in late November and often
remain in the warm sunshine of South Florida until February or March. Rabbi Berel Wein Shlit’a, who was a
congregational rabbi in Miami during that period, developed a close personal relationship with the Ponovezher Rav, and
on numerous occasions, he would drive him around to the homes of wealthy members of his congregation to collect
money. The Ponovezher Rav had a magnetic personality and his love for every single Jew was clear and apparent at all
times. As a result, these wealthy individuals enjoyed the time spent in their homes with the Rav and looked forward to his
visits - often two or three times in the course of a few months, while the Rav was in town.

Rabbi Wein recalls that there was one man in his congregation, a widower with no children, who had retired years
earlier and moved down to Miami from New York city. This man had been a successful attorney until a number of
medical issues cropped up. First, he had a heart attack when he was in his fifties and not long after that, he was diagnosed
with a malignant tumor. The doctors were not very optimistic and gave him only a few short years to live. The man
became despondent and decided to retire and move to Miami to live out his remaining time in comfort. He purchased an
annuity (a financial product that pays out income, a reliable means of securing a steady cash flow for an individual during
his retirement years and to alleviate fears of outliving one’s assets) that would last until the age of ninety, bought a palatial
home and awaited the inevitable. Fortunately for him, the inevitable was long in coming and at the age of eighty-eight, he
was still energetic, spry and sharp as a whip. He was also an outstanding member and donor to the Miami community.

The Ponovezher Rav developed an attachment to this gentleman and the two would engage in hours of conversation.
Rabbi Wein would drive the Rav to the man’s beautiful home at least two or three times each winter and the wealthy
retiree would always conclude their meetings with a check of no less than $5000 each and every time.

Rabbi Wein became aware of a change in the man when he turned ninety and his annuity ran out. Now, he had no more
income and aside from his home, he had few assets. Rabbi Wein wasn’t even sure if the man had any cash available for
necessary staples. So, when the Ponovezher Rav came to town and asked him one morning if they can go visit his elderly
friend, Rabbi Wein was uncharacteristically hesitant. He explained to the Rav that the man’s situation had changed and he
barely had enough money to live. He didn’t feel it was appropriate to visit him at this time and expect a donation.

But R’ Kahaneman wouldn’t hear of it. “Of course, we must go visit him. Now, especially, he would want us to come!”

Well, as anyone who had ever met the Ponovezher Rav would know, when he put his mind to something, there was no
stopping him. The two got in the car and drove out to the nonagenarian’s home. They rang the bell and the man himself
came to the door. When he saw who was standing there, his face immediately fell and turned white. He began to stammer
that perhaps it was not a good time, but the Ponovezher Rav just smiled, shook his hand warmly and kissed him on the
cheek. They all sat down in the parlor and the man began telling the Rav how his income had dried up and he was sadly
unable to write out even a small check to the yeshivah. R> Kahaneman stopped him in mid-sentence and said, “My dear
friend, you need not worry. For so many years, you took care of the Ponovezher Yeshivah. Now, the Ponovezher Yeshivah
is happy to take care of you!” The Rav asked how much the annuity had paid him for all the years and then assured the
elderly man that as long as he lived, the yeshivah would continue making payments in that exact amount!

Well, the man lived until the ripe old age of ninety-six, and for the final six years of his life, he indeed received a check
every quarter in the amount he was used to. Rabbi Wein later learned that the bulk of the money came from R’ Kahaneman’s
personal bank account and allowed the man to live out his years in luxury and dignity. The Rav would smile and tell the

young rabbi from Miami that in the end, it was all worth it, for when thgm ! finally passed, he left his palatial home to the

Ponovezher Yeshivah!
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Swi: The story is told of a man who ventured out of the
city alone, and was attacked by bandits who wanted to kill
him. Beseeching them to spare his life on account of his
wife and children proved unless, and even the money that
he offered to give them did not succeed in changing their
minds. They were determined to kill him, for the desire to
murder burned within them, and they yearned to spill blood.

When the poor victim realized there was no way out, he
asked for one final request: “Please do not kill me in this
spot; rather, do the terrible deed someplace else.”

The bandits agreed to this, and moved to another place.
Yet once they moved, their hostility, which had burned strong
within them, began to dissipate; soon it was completely gone!
In fact their change of heart was so complete that they even
let him go! The secret to this mysterious change was that they
had initially been in a place where a murder had been
committed. The area was filled with impurity, the venom of
murder dripping there. It was only after they went elsewhere
that the connection was broken. They abandoned their plans,
for the power of evil had greatly diminished in them.
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The Medrash Tanchuma writes: "wynnw »awa Wwy" - “Give Maaser (tithe) in order that you become wealthy.” This is a
guarantee, say the commentators, for one who gives charity. However, we see that many people give fzedaka and do not
become affluent. Well, my thought on this is as follows: it could be that wealth is not just the amount of money one has in the
bank, but the richness and satisfaction of being able to use his wealth to help other people. Likewise, on the posuk "ynn pn” -
“Give, you shall give,” Rashi says, “Even one hundred times.” The Rambam issued a halachic ruling that if one has a
hundred dollars to give away to the poor, he should give one dollar to a hundred different paupers rather than give the entire
sum to one poor man. This will train him to love giving tzedaka and will be a positive improvement in his character.

Someone came to the Chofetz Chaim with a shaila. He was offered a choice of jobs: either as a bank teller accepting
deposits only, or a teller who cashes checks only. The Chofetz Chaim advised him to take the latter position so that he will
become a giver instead of a taker. In truth, a giver is really a taker, as the posuk says, "IN NP and not "IN » NHx'".

“Give, you shall give, and don’t let your heart feel bad ... for you will be blessed because of this.” Chazal say that one who
gives tzedaka to an "y receives six berachos, but one who comforts an »y with words, receives an additional eleven berachos,
seventeen berachos in total. "7572 (17) mvn 9270 993" - you do not get rewarded for just giving rzedaka; you get rewarded also
for the smile and warm manner in which you give the tzedaka. In Koheles (0-7) it says: 710¥ DN5 ¥ WK TN Y2 DIV D"
"Oonya v - “Two are better than one, since they have good reward for their toil.” When you give tzedaka, it’s better to give
"omv" - money plus comfort. This way, you’ll get "2y 715v" - seventeen berachos. May our zechus of tzedaka bring the geula.
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A Baal Teshuva couple, in celebration of their newfound
observance, decided to do something to enhance the religious
observance in their community. They donated a beautiful
Aron Kodesh to their shul. Much time and effort was
invested into the construction, and when it was finally
brought to the shul, the congregants could not help but
marvel at its beauty. Before the Aron Kodesh was completely
installed, the gabbai casually asked where the ornate artifact
had been crafted, and the couple told him the name of a
certain furniture factory. As it happened, that furniture
factory was located on a kibbutz that was run by a dangerous
group of missionaries that had caused many Jews to abandon
Judaism. This caused an uproar in the shul, and the
congregants came to ask R’ Yitzchok Zilberstein Shlit’a
what to do. He looked into the matter and ruled that
halachically, the Aron Kodesh was not "1ayy" (worshipped as

EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS ON
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an idol), since it was commissioned on a purely commercial
basis and had not been manufactured for the sake of idol
worship. Nevertheless, how could the wicked people on the
missionary kibbutz have the great merit of having Sifrei
Torah housed in an Aron Kodesh that they produced?

R’ Shmuel Wosner ZT”’L heard the problem and offered
a brilliant suggestion that would prevent the huge loss of
money that had been invested into the construction of the
Aron Kodesh. There are two things that may not be brought
into Hashem’s sanctuary: 'n 1" 225 PN 7 POX Nan X"
"PPON - “You shall not bring a harlot’s fee or the price of a
dog, to the House of the Lord, your G-d.” However, the
Gemara (9 nwn) states that if these forbidden objects
undergo a transformation, they are permitted. Accordingly,
said R” Wosner, the Aron Kodesh could undergo a transform-
ation, such as dismantling its roof and replacing it with a
beautiful crown made by a G-d-fearing Jew. Once that was
done, there would be no problem with using the Aron Kodesh.

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF

R' GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO
(13- "131 7951 Mna o 2505 10l Ao N

With Parshas Re’eh, we enter a time of year which begs for introspection. We are meant to spend the month of Elul
examining our actions, reassessing our goals, and promoting within ourselves the various steps of Teshuvah.

The Kotzker Rebbe ZT”’L makes a fascinating point. He says that the weekly Parsha gives us an insight into what we
are meant to accomplish that week. Thus, the week when we auger in the month of Elul is meant for us to "nN7" - “Look.”
Each Jew must stop and look inside him or herself and see what needs improvement. This is how we know where to start.
Once we “see” what needs to be done, we can then set up "DV VAW - “Judges and officers” to enforce these areas
which require improvement. One must choose a strategy (i.e. not speaking Lashon Hara for 2 hours a day, or counting to 10
before bursting out in anger) and forcefully implement it into one’s lifestyle. This way, it can actually work!

At this point in Elul, one is now ready to do battle. "P2X Sy nnnHnd 88N " - Go out and wage war against the Yetzer
Hara and bad middos. You’ve “seen” the problems and began “enforcing” the strategies - so now put them into action!
Don’t be lazy and don’t procrastinate. Remember, this is real war and if you let up, the enemy will get the upper hand!

But the goal is not just to fight. "N1an " - Go forth and enter into spiritual pursuits. Grab every opportunity to do mitzvos
and good deeds with all your might. Then, and only then, can the Day of Judgment arrive and we can all be zoche to
fulfilling "02pPHN "N »9Y0595 DYN 01X onN” - we will all stand humbly before Hashem knowing that we’ve come prepared.




