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Halacha L'maaseh: Horav Boruch Hirschfeld Shlit'a
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THE PESACH SEDER - MITZVAH OF KORECH

During the Seder, many rituals are performed with little
or no understanding. One of these is the mitzvah of eating
the Korech sandwich. The Mishnaic Sage Hillel was of
the opinion that the Korbon Pesach was eaten in a
sandwich form, with meat (of the korbon), maror and
matzah all together. Later, though, when Chazal
instituted the mitzvah of eating maror to commemorate
the maror of the Korbon Pesach, it was decided to first
eat the maror separately and then to follow the opinion of
Hillel (). This is a reminder to "sandwich" the geulah,
symbolized by the matzah, with the bitter golus
symbolized by the maror, to signify that in fact, the
suffering was what brought about the redemption. We
learn from this that in all life situations, hardship and pain
are for the eventual good.

The Procedure of Korech

For Korech we use the bottom ) matzah (in the nyp).
In many cases, this matzah is not big enough for every
family member to receive a 713, and one should give out
smaller pieces of the bottom matzah together with other
matzah on the table. One should try to eat the sandwich
within a 4 minute span (since there are 2 ©n3 being
eaten - matzah and maror - it is unclear if the timespan is
4 or 8 minutes) and he should do so reclining 3.

- Rav D'khal Ahavas Yisroel, Cleveland Heights, Ohio

Since it is a Rabbinic mitzvah, one can be lenient to use
matzah the size of the palm of one's hand, without the
fingers @. The same amount of maror that was required
before Korech is now eaten again with the matzah. The
maror is dipped in charoses and the charoses is then
shaken off ). Note: Many people mistakenly think that
maror is eaten with charoses. This is incorrect. Charoses
is not eaten with the maror. In fact, adding an amount
may even invalidate the mitzvah of eating maror - both by
itself and in the Korech sandwich.

After the maror is added, the "sandwich" is created.
Some simply place the maror on the matzah, however, it
would appear from the words of the Kitzur Shulchan
Aruch ¢ and the Aruch Hashulachan ), that the
correct way is to place the maror between two pieces of
matzah in the manner of our sandwiches today.

Many people use washed lettuce for maror. Those
people who are careful not to eat "gebrochts” (matzah
that comes in contact with water) should be sure to dry
off the lettuce with a napkin or cloth, before making his
Korech sandwich.

One is not permitted to speak after he makes the
berachos moswn” and nsp nox Yy until after he
finishes Korech (except to say 557 Nwy 127). If one needs
to talk out toproperly fulfill the mirzvos, he is permitted ).
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R' Yonason Eibeschutz ZT'"L would say:

"We are taught that whoever studies the laws of Korbonos is considered as having actually brought the
Korbonos. Unfortunately, in today's world, the learning of Torah is often considered as something to be
ashamed of. One who discards the worldly elements and devotes his life to Torah is looked at as a
'Batlan'. Thus, just like the Korbonos, the study of Torah can also atone for our sins."
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R' Moshe Sofer ZT"L (Chasam Sofer) would say:

"Moshe and Aharon prepared their Korbon Pesach on Shabbos Hagadol just like everyone else. Since
the Jews were steeped in idolatry, they were told to take the lamb early, on the tenth of Nisan, so as to
cleanse them of this terrible sin. Thus, it carried a shameful connotation of idolatry, yet, nevertheless,
Moshe and Aharon prepared their lamb on the tenth as well, showing solidarity with their people."

A Wise Man would say:
"Never put both feet in your mouth at the same time, because then you won't have a leg to stand on."

THIS ISSUE SPONSORED BY MR AND MRS MICHOEL SCHURAYTZ - DETROIT, MICHIG AN
TORAH TAVLIN IS AVAILABLE FREE OF CHARGE! TO SPONSOR/DEDICATE AN ISSUE, RECEIVE IT BY MAIL OR HAVE
IT E-MAILED TO YOU DIRECTLY, PLEASE CALL 845-821-6200, OR SEND AN E-MAIL TO TORAHTAVLIN@ YAHOO.COM.
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R' Aryeh Leib mulled over this problem for a long while and then came up with a solution: What
Eliyohu Hanavi meant was that his son, R' Asher, was destined to live seventy-seven years. The word
my» has a gematria of 77, and lo and behold, R' Asher lived a long and fruitful life, dying at the ripe age
of exactly seventy-seven years old.

TORAH GEMS
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Chazal teach (:yo ©n©Y): "The man who is
haughty, his wisdom will leave him." Torah and
MNY - Arrogance, do not mix and even Hashem
states that He will not reside within the confines of
a conceited individual. Why is this so?

The Medrash tells of a man who accompanied
Eliyohu Hanavi on his way. As they passed a dead
carcass on the side of the road, the man instinc-
tively held his nose from the awful smell; however,
Eliyohu Hanavi did not. Further on, they passed
refinements and the man haughtily embraced it
with arrogant delight. Immediately, Eliyohu
Hanavi covered his nose so as not to inhale the
unholy stench of My - Arrogance. The lesson we
learn is that arrogance and pride smell even worse
than the carcass of a dead animal.

Now, explains the holy Chid'a, R' Chaim
Yosef Dovid Azulai ZT'"L, according to halachah,
one is forbidden to learn Torah or even think of
NYITPaY D©M2T - holy concepts, in a foul and
squalid place. Thus, a Baal Gaavah, who maintains
a horrid and putrid stench cannot simultaneously
maintain the wisdom of Torah, since the two
cannot coexist in the same place, and the Torah is
required to move away from the awful stench.

This is the remez in our posuk. NN NN -
"This is the Torah,” of the person who is "n2w» -
elevates himself through arrogance. What becomes
of his wisdom? »n9wn Non» - The Torah, itself,
lifts off from him and moves away to a better and
more spiritually pleasing scent.
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In the annals of Jewish thought and liturgy, there

are a number of timeless questions which have
kept many generations of commentators busy.
These include the famous question of the Bais
Yosef, why we celebrate eight days of Chanukkah;
the renowned query of the Tur as to why we go
out to the Sukkah in the Autumn; and, of course,
the words of the Baalei Tosfos, who ask, why is
the Shabbos before Pesach known as Shabbos
Hagadol? Here are few wide-ranging answers.

The Rishonim write (Avudraham, Chizkuni)
that this Shabbos was the first in Bnei Yisroel's
journey on the pathway to fulfilling the mitzvos of
Hashem. A child who turns 13 and begins to
perform mitzvos is called a "Gadol” and this is
signified with the name Shabbos Hagadol. (Tosfos)

Others ascribe the name to the fact that the hala-
chos of Pesach are expounded in derashos given
on this day, which tend to go on and on and make
the day seem interminably long. (Mahari'l, Binah
L'itim) Unlike on other weeks of the year when
anyone who feels like it can get up and speak his
mind, this Shabbos, when technical issues of
halachah are delineated, only a Rov with a genuine
Torah knowledge and intellect - a true "Gadol” -
can be the one doing the talking! (794 1Y)

The mitzvah of Korbon Pesach was the first
mitzvah that the Jewish Nation as a whole was
commanded to perform. Although, our Avos and
their descendents were known to have performed
all of the mitzvos, they were as yet, uncommanded
to do so. Thus, explains the Bnei Yissoschar, this
Shabbos was the first instance of Chazal's dictum:
POV INSND IPRY ONND VI INSNN DTN -
"Greater is one who is commanded and does than
one who is not commanded and does." This lesson
is inculcated in the name Shabbos Hagadol.
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One of the greatest Acharonim of the previous three centuries, was the saintly gaon, R' Aryeh Leib
Ginzburg ZT'"L, widely known for his classic work, Sha'agas Aryeh. No greater measure of respect
and adulation can be portrayed, than the amazing quote attributed to the Vilna Gaon, R' Eliyohu of
Vilna ZT"L, who said of R' Aryeh Leib, "In Niglah (revealed aspects of the Torah), it is just him and
me. In Nistar (hidden intricacies of the Torah), it is just me and him!"

R' Aryeh Leib had a son named R' Asher, who was a scholar of the highest order and it was quite
common for R' Aryeh Leib to discuss many issues of Torah and halacha with his son, including many of
his impressive chiddushim - novellae. One year, as R' Aryeh Leib secluded himself in his inner room,
earnestly preparing his Shabbos Hagadol Derashah, a number of students including R' Asher were
waiting outside his door and they overheard him talking to himself. He seemed to be in the midst of an
argument: "If I say this, then my son Asher will answer that it cannot be so because ...... So I will answer
him that this is the correct way to learn, but then he will counter with ...... "

After listening by the door for a few minutes, R' Asher opened the door and as if on cue, exclaimed,
"But what will the Tatteh do if I say this instead?" He then launched into an entirely different approach
then the one R' Aryeh Leib had ascribed to him. Father and son became heavily involved in the halachic
dispute, each one citing proofs from the gemara, while the other would easily demolish these with proofs
of his own. The give and take continued for quite some time until finally the Sha'agas Aryeh announced a
sort of truce. "Let us do this. On the night of Pesach, when Eliyohu Hanavi comes to our door during the
seder, we will ask him who is correct." R" Asher wholeheartedly agreed.

On Pesach night, R' Aryeh Leib sat at the head of his seder table, surrounded by his family and guests.
At the appointed time of "nnn Taw” the door was opened to reveal an old man who unhesitatingly
walked right into the house. Without missing a beat, R' Aryeh Leib and R' Asher broke into their previous
talmudic discussion, each one stating his opinion and why it was correct over that of the other. The guest
listened attentively to their arguments and then pronounced that in fact, R' Asher was correct in his
ruling. Before turning to leave, though, the old man looked directly at the Sha'agas Aryeh and said in
Yiddish, "3y X DR AWR Y717 ("Your son Asher is brazen!"). With that, he turned and left the house.

Long after this encounter took place, the Sha'agas Aryeh was a bit perturbed. Far from being hurt at the
outcome of the halachic query which was not in his favor, he was bothered by the fact that Eliyohu
Hanavi is known to bring good tidings to people (as we say in bentching: "He will inform us of good
tidings, salvation and consolation."). Yet here, Eliyohu Hanavi was straightforward in his address to R’
Aryeh Leib that his son is "an 1" - which literally means an impudent person, a chutzpenik! R' Asher was
a Talmid Chacham with unparalleled middos; in what way could he be considered brazen?
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